LETTER FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD

F

rom the beginning, 2018 has been a year in which political
leaders who championed the liberal world order have seen
their positions come under fire. It is also a year in which
those who question the central tenants of the liberal world
order – free trade, immigration, and diversity – are ascendant.
Konrat Pekkip writes about how Germany’s Social Democratic
Party, long the standard bearer of the German Left, is losing voters
and losing its identity as it fails to deliver a cohesive and compelling antidote to ameliorate the frustrations of the German working
class. Luke Jacobs examines how Brazil’s newly-elected leader, Jair
Bolsonaro, deftly understands the anxieties of working-class Brazilians fed up with grotesque levels of gang violence, but his solutions
threaten to usher in a new wave of state-sanctioned violence.
As democratic institutions come under strain from both stale and
opportunistic politics, economic forces also threaten to unravel societal stability. B.A. Bacigal weaves in the experience of working and
living in Turkey with analyzing why Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s economic mismanagement threatens to morph into a further assault on democratic institutions. Emily Russell notes that the
trade war being fought by the United States and China is littered
with consequences for the political, economic, and societal stability
of Asian nations periphery to the immediate conflict.
Yet, the man-made threats to global stability and democratic institutions don’t just lie purely in the political and economic realms.
Managing Editor Tyler D. Coady, fresh from an excursion traversing
Australia, notes that humanity is not capable of mitigating climate
change, as concerted action to do so requires political and economic

systems that simply do not and cannot exist. In the Middle East,
whose political and economic structures are deeply rooted in the very
fossil fuels that worsen climate change, our writers collectively examine the environmental stresses that could worsen regional stability.
The weakening of historical power dynamics leaves a blank space,
however, for new, regenerative ideas to emerge. Europe Regional
Editor Daniel Evans discusses his musings on the Swiss political
structure, offering it as potential remedy for the ethnic conflicts
cropping up across the globe. Moustafa El-Kashlan, Regional Editor
for Africa, points to the newly-founded African School of Economics’ potential to shape development policy in countries frequently
targeted for paternalistic solutions by outside actors.
“Hanging by a Thread” epitomizes the newly-minted instability
that is defining long-established political and economic institutions.
It is a testament to the fear, anxiety, and timid hope that manifests
in a world sliding into ever-growing uncertainty.
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African School of Economics Signals a Shift in
Development Paradigm
-Moustafa El Kashlan

F

or decades, development efforts and
anti-poverty policies on the African
continent have largely operated under
a structure designed in and implemented
by the West. However, the African School
of Economics aims to redefine the existing
paradigm in development economics. Headquartered in Benin, the African School of
Economics has quickly built a stellar reputation as a center for rigorous, high-impact
research that puts Africans at the center of
their own development policies. In 2004,
Leonard Wantchekon founded the Institute
of Empirical Research in Political Economy
(IERPE). After approximately a decade of
growth and partnerships with organizations
such as Afrobarometer, IERPE became the
African School of Economics in 2014. In
addition to hosting several key research institutes including the Development Research
Lab, ASE now offers multiple master’s degrees as well as one doctoral and pre-doctoral degree. As the university continues to
expand, so do the possibilities of the scope
that the university and its affiliates can have
on development economics. As an explicitly pan-African university, ASE centers the
voices of Africans in development policies
that affect the continent broadly and countries and communities. Unlike many other
institutions, ASE emphasizes the applications of knowledge production as much as
the process itself. In the context of development economics, this means that ASE is just
as concerned with understanding the causes
of persistent poverty as it is with crafting effective policy solutions. The success of the
African School of Economics will result in
more effective economic development policies, lend greater legitimacy to other institutions in Africa, and create greater academic
freedom.
In addition to often having fewer resources, universities in the Global South have
often had to overcome pervasive elitism in
Western knowledge production. To this end,
ASE has partnered with academic institutions all over the world, including Princeton
University, Toulouse School of Economics,
and Universidad del Desarrollo. In so doing,
ASE not only facilitates greater exchange of

knowledge across geographic boundaries,
but gains a foothold in academic journals
and institutions that are still predominantly
catered to Western institutions and audiences. The effects of this decision to partner
with other important centers for development knowledge are manifold.
Most immediately, ASE’s growing significance in social science literature will
significantly enhance the intersectionality
and diversity of the existing literature in
the relevant fields. This could then create
spillover effects whereby the contributions
of other African and non-Western institutions become more recognized in development economics research. Such a shift would
eliminate some of the discontinuities between Western academic institutions and
the problems they are attempting to understand and solve on the African continent,
thereby creating more effective and accurate
research. Since policies implemented by intergovernmental organizations such as the
World Bank are heavily impacted by newly
published research, ASE’s growing body of
research will allow it to influence the future
of widespread development policies.
Perhaps more importantly, ASE embodies the necessary shift of hubs for “development” from the West to the contexts that
are seeking to develop economically. Leonard Wantchekon argues that innovative economic ideas drive economic development
and that “the process of generating these
ideas is invariably endogenous…. Africa is
no different.” Because of capital and educational constraints largely impacted by
colonialism, it has been difficult for the design development efforts to be centered in
the targeted communities for the last several decades. However, given the ease with
which ideas and resources flow in the 21st
century, it seems inevitable that institutions
such as ASE, Nairobi University, and the
University of Ghana will emerge as leaders
in African development economics research
in the coming decades. To do so, however,
these universities will need to work alongside
and eventually supplant the universities currently at the helm of development economics, further underscoring the importance of

ASE’s many academic partnerships. On a
more granular level, ASE is also successfully
placing graduates in international organizations and in some of the world’s most highly
ranked PhD programs. Doing so not only
further normalizes the idea that graduates of
non-Western institutions have a vital role to
play in determining development policies,
but also puts ASE’s graduates in powerful
positions with an ability to shape the future
of the field.
More generally, the increasing relevance
of ASE and other African institutions is in
line with a broader movement toward decoloniality. Decoloniality is a movement that
attempts to deconstruct persisting matrices
of colonial power largely through the rejection of Eurocentrism. The movement often
finds roots in academic settings because of
their unique ability to allow those working
within them to view their work and ideas as a
product of existing knowledge and their own
invention. This allows many to realize that
supposedly universal ways of thinking are in
fact Eurocentric views of the world. If one
assumes that universities function as something akin to the brain of societies, then it
is crucial to uplift African universities and
those within them to allow these institutions
to eventually operate on equal footing with
Western institutions. Crucially, this view
posits that true “development” encompasses
epistemology and deeper intellectual freedom to operate outside of Eurocentric academic traditions rather than simply poverty
reduction and economic growth. ASE and
other African higher education institutions
thus have a crucial and irreplaceable role to
contribute to the de-linking of knowledge
production on the African from the current
Eurocentric practices and beliefs.
The early success of the African School
of Economics is an exciting indicator of the
future of development economics and poverty reduction across the African continent.
While centering the voices of Africans will
require significant efforts by countless actors, the African School of Economics can
emerge as a leader helping to shape this
movement. n
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Swahili – Verified
- Lauren Camp

J

oaquim Chissano, former chairman of
the African Union (AU), used Kiswahili
(the spoken form of Swahili) to deliver his farewell speech from office in 2004.
Members of the Union were shocked, and
officials scrambled to find translators because Swahili was not an official AU language. Chissano’s speech in Swahili was a
significant moment for the Union, because
it represented a future where indigenous
languages are valued and promoted. Many
people felt that this speech was a symbol
for Africans to embrace a variety of cultures
and identities through language. Others felt
that the promotion of languages is not one
of the priorities that the Union should be
addressing. Regardless, Chiassno’s speech
demonstrated the importance of language
recognition and sparked a conversation of
the role of indigenous languages. Swahili
has since become an official language of the
African Union.
Recent events have continued the trend
of representation of indigenous language in
Africa. In May, Swahili made history as the
first African language to be recognized on
the social media platform Twitter. There are
hopes of similarly increasing the recognition
of Swahili throughout the continent, and
the world, as an official and more widely
perceived and used language.
In 2015, former President of Tanzania
Jakaya Kiwete announced that Swahili
would become the official language of educational instruction in schools. The previous
language of instruction has been Swahili in
primary schools, but English in secondary
schools. This divided system left students
not proficient in either language. Students
could not understand their English language
classes, which hindered overall educational
quality. Critics of the 2015 policy believe
that English is the way to economic prosperity, and should be taught in schools.
Howver, a unified educational system in
Swahili improved the overall quality of education for Tanzanians themselves, which
should take importance.
It seems that Tanzania’s choice was a
good one, because in 2017, Vice President
Taban Deng Gai asked Tanzania to send
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Swahili made history as the first African
language to be recognized on the social media
platform Twitter.”
Swahili teachers to South Sudan as it introduced Swahili in school curriculums. The
two countries will sign a cooperation agreement to recruit teachers from Tanzania. This
agreement is an example that there are both
individual and international benefits to the
common use of Swahili. Swahili has the
potential to act as a tool to enhance the
political, economic, and cultural future of
the African continent.
In September, the South African government followed suit by implementing a
policy that would offer Swahili as an official
language taught in public, private, and independent schools throughout the country by
the year 2020. Current languages taught in
schools include French, German, and Mandarin, but there was previously no African
language taught in schools.
Swahili seems to be a natural choice
for the African language to be promoted
in schools, because it is the most internationally recognized African language and is
widely used across the continent. It is the
lingua franca in East Africa and is an official language of many countries including
Tanzania, Kenya, Democratic Republic of
the Congo, Rwanda, and Uganda. Its widespread use makes it a compelling choice.
It is, however, not an official language of
South Africa. South African politician Julius
Malema recently called for Swahili to become the continent of Africa’s common language, and some have even deemed Swahili
the “answer to a unified continent.” South
Africa has stated that its goals in language
policy are rather to promote linguistic and
cultural diversity, and to promote national
unity. Implementing an African language
in schooling systems is an important step
in this direction.
Critics of the implementation of Swahili in schools believe that an investment in
language is useless, and that the resources
required to create a curriculum and train

teachers could be better used elsewhere.
However, this is a response that only further marginalizes a historically disenfranchised population in South Africa. Language
policies have been rooted in inequalities
and racial segregation since 1948 under the
system of apartheid that existed in South Africa until the early 1990s. During that time,
apartheid segregated not only on the basis
of race, but also on class, language, ethnicity,
religion, and other factors. The separation
of English speakers and Afrikaans, another
official language of South Africa, resulted
in separated education and was the root of
institutional racial segregation. English was
seen as the gateway to upward mobility. It is
important to acknowledge this history and
continue to promote indigenous languages,
especially by including them in school systems, while recognizing that there is opportunity for success outside of the English
language. The investment in implementing
Swahili in schools is well worth it.
It is also important to note that there are
estimated to be over 1500 spoken languages
in Africa, all of which are valuable to the
culture and history of the continent. It may
also be careless to assume that the notion
of a lingua franca is the solution to unite
the continent. However, Swahili provides
an opportunity for the African continent
to unite its people and its nations through
language. n

The Baby Killer

How Promotion of Infant Formula is Detrimental to
African Infant Health
- Megan Rossiter

T

his past spring, the United States
delegation to the World Health Assembly, the decision making body
of the World Health Organization (WHO),
opposed a resolution promoting breastfeeding citing its opposition to a passage asking governments to “protect, promote, and
support breastfeeding”. In its opposition,
the U.S. not only opposed breastfeeding,
but it also promoted the use of infant formula, serving the interests of food companies instead of the interests of mothers and
infants. Promoting infant formula instead
of breastfeeding is harmful: not only does
it ignore the wide range of health benefits
of breastfeeding for both mother and child,
it also prioritizes capital instead of health.
The effects of such promotion are especially
detrimental in African nations where rates of
breastfeeding are already low due to Western
influences and lack of maternal education.
The controversy surrounding the promotion of infant formula in African nations
can be dated back to the 1970s. During this
time, social activist groups began revealing
the practices of the Swiss food company
Nestle in promoting infant formula to African mothers. In a booklet titled The Baby
Killer, the groups accused Nestle of advertising their products as necessities and claiming
that the formula was a healthy, Western-style
alternative. Nestle would also hire women
to serve as “nurses” and promote their products while engaging with mothers. Many of
the mothers who were targeted were poor
women from rural areas in Africa and often
viewed anything considered “Western” to be
an icon of social change, or a stepping stone
from rural to urban lifestyle.
The effects of this promotion served to
be harmful in numerous ways. The water
used in mixing the formula was often unsanitary, leading to numerous deaths caused
by diarrheal diseases. Sometimes the mothers would over-dilute the formula, resulting in infant malnourishment and issues in
growth. In a New York Times article published in 1981, Dr. Stephen Joseph stated
that a million infant deaths every year could
be atoned to reliance on infant formula. The

infants were not the only ones who were being harmed, either: mothers often suffered
from issues in self-confidence after being
told by the Nestle nurses that their breastmilk was not enough to support their babies.
Of course, breastmilk does more than
enough in supporting infant health. Years of
research has shown that breast milk contains
numerous antibodies that protect newborns
from infections. Studies also suggest that
certain factors of breast milk induce maturation of infants’ immune systems faster than
infant formula. According to the WHO, infants who are breastfed are less likely to be
overweight or obese and are more likely to
have faster rates of cognitive and sensory development than those are fed with formula.
Meanwhile, breastfeeding is also beneficial
to mothers, as it lowers risks of breast and
ovarian cancer as well as type 2 diabetes. In
fact, even when mothers are malnourished,
they are still capable of producing adequate
amounts of breastmilk. In such cases, breastfeeding is healthier for both mothers and
infants as well as safer than exposing the
infant to health issues associated with infant formula.
Currently, the WHO is actively promoting exclusive breastfeeding in developing
nations. Exclusive breastfeeding, as defined
by the WHO, is “giving no other food or
drink – not even water – except breast milk”
to infants in their first six months of life, a
crucial period of development. Unfortunately, the rates of mothers exclusively breastfeeding within regions of Africa are often
low, many of them lower than the WHO’s
recommended target of 50%. According to
a 2016 study of breastfeeding in 29 African
nations by Issaka, Agho, and Renzaho, rates
of exclusive breastfeeding are especially low
in central and west Africa; these rates were
also found to be low in an earlier study by
Dop in 2002. Many of these central and
west African nations once had high rates
of exclusive breastfeeding; it was not until
Western food companies began promoting
infant formula that these rates went into
heavy decline.
Considering the health benefits of breast-

feeding as well as the currently low rates of
breastfeeding in some African nations, it is
important that the governments of these
nations undertake initiatives which support
and promote breastfeeding. Political encouragement of breastfeeding programs as well
as media communication about breastfeeding are just a few initiatives which would
be helpful in promoting the practice. It is
also important that health systems educate
mothers on the importance and benefits of
breastfeeding while also taking into account
their backgrounds, for the needs of mothers will vary depending on income as well
as access to healthcare.
Kenya's rates of exclusive breastfeeding,
for example, have risen due to an undertaking of such actions. In 2003, the rates of exclusive breastfeeding in Kenya were reported
at 13%; in 2014, these rates rose to a reported 61%. In that period of time, the Kenyan
government established the Baby Friendly
Hospital Initiative and the Baby Friendly
Community Initiative, both of which promoted breastfeeding. Several community
groups focusing on education about breastfeeding were also formed in rural areas of
Kenya, places where information concerning maternal health is often limited. Other
countries in east Africa, such as Uganda,
Tanzania, and Ethiopia were also found to
have higher rates of exclusive breastfeeding. In fact, all three of these countries had
rates which were above the WHO’s recommended target.
Although some African countries are
beginning to see progress in their rates of
breastfeeding, the aggressive practices of
Western food companies in promoting and
selling infant formula are still inhibiting
progress in others. Although the WHO introduced the International Code of Marketing Breast Milk Substitutes in 1981 to prohibit advertising of baby formula and bribery of health workers, reports have found
that the code has been violated numerous
times by food companies. A study published
by Save the Children earlier this year found
Continued on page 39

AFRICA // 3

The Dangers of Cryptocurrency for African
States’ Developmental Policies
- Sebastian Leder Macek
In recent months, countries
across Africa have addressed the
issue of cryptocurrencies. The central banks of Kenya, Zambia, and
Nigeria have issued statements
discouraging its use, while the
Grand Mufti of Egypt issued a
fatwa banning it. Most countries,
however, have adopted a wait-andsee attitude toward these currencies. Many inside these countries
claim that cryptocurrencies can
provide consumers with alternatives to their domestic currency.
However, widespread adoption of
a cryptocurrency would spell economic disaster in the long run. Although
individual consumers may find it attractive
to avoid inflation and economic instability
in the short run by switching to cryptocurrencies, the long-term costs of abandoning
one’s domestic currency is too high. African
states should protect their domestic currency
from cryptocurrency competition as this is
the only dependable path to development
on their own terms.
Cryptocurrency is inherently decentralized. It uses encryption to securely transfer
funds between individuals and to regulate
the creation of new currency without requiring a central bank. Cryptocurrency is
not bound to geographic or legal limits; its
virtual existence means that it can be used
almost anywhere. As such, there is little central control over cryptocurrencies. Because
of these characteristics, African states face a
threat from the spread of cryptocurrencies.
First, there is a chance that cryptocurrencies
will become a competitor currency in certain
African countries. Second, should this first
instance occur, it will damage the economic
development of these countries.
Last year alone, fifteen different cryptocurrency operations opened in Africa; the
South-African Luno Exchange already has
1.5 million African customers. Most countries have at least one cryptocurrency exchange and cryptocurrencies, in general, are
available to most Africans. Crypto-exchanges in Africa use both online and SMS methods to buy and transfer cryptocurrencies. For
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cies could act as a competitor with
domestic currencies in foreign exchange markets and this would
make demand for the domestic
currency heavily dependent on
activity in cryptocurrency markets. While many countries have
delayed action on cryptocurrencies, the populations of struggling
nations have adopted them. Zimbabwe and Nigeria saw a 1,500
percent increase in cryptocurrency
trading last year. The growth of
cryptocurrencies will only further
WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
destabilize these countries’ economies. Because cryptocurrencies
instance, mCoin, which was created just for
are decentralized and available to anyone,
countries in which they are popular would
Africans, uses a digital wallet, ONEm Wallet,
that allows users to send and receive mCoin
be vulnerable to the whims of the market for
entirely offline using SMS text messages and
a particular currency. Even the most reputaunique usernames. According to the UN,
ble cryptocurrency, Bitcoin, fluctuated from
36 percent of Africans have access to the
$20,000 to $5,000 in the last year. Such an
internet and over 60 percent have mobile
inevitably unstable currency would make
phones, meaning most could use a service
it impossible for countries to craft policies
like this. Indeed, Nigeria, Kenya, and Zimoriented towards long-term growth. They
babwe are among the leaders in cryptocurwouldn’t be able to reliably forecast their
rency usage in the world today.
revenues or their costs since the value of
It’s also easy to understand why many
the currency would be constantly changing.
would switch to cryptocurrencies. Beyond
In poorer countries, this pattern would also
the ease of accessibility that they offer, cryplikely throw large parts of the population
tocurrencies can help individual consumers
into poverty during crashes in value.
avoid the effects of bad economic policy.
Secondly, due to the concentration of
Zimbabwe is famous for its hyperinflation
cryptocurrency ownership, any government
and has seen another recent rise in inflathat allows its economy to become depention, while countries like Zambia, Nigeria,
dent on cryptocurrencies will see its ecoand Kenya also suffer from large levels of
nomic health become reliant on a handinflation and general economic instability.
ful of powerful individuals or institutions
Consumers in these countries would clearly
with a large stake in that currency. Such a
government could not afford to allow that
prefer cryptocurrencies to their domestic
currency to become substantially devalued
ones if only for the greater store of value that
cryptocurrencies offer. Thus, a consumer
and so would have to cater to individual sellin these countries would prefer to abandon
ers to ensure that values do not drop. This
would impede the developmental mission
their rapidly devaluing domestic currency
of the country; they would not be able to
and switch to a cryptocurrency that holds
its value well. These countries have struggled
prioritize those policies that benefit their
to manage their monetary and fiscal policies
country if they also have to prop up an exunder the weight of political demands. So,
traneous currency. Ergo, cryptocurrencies
cryptocurrencies can be used by individual
are dangerous not only because they don’t
consumers as a way to escape from the delhave any central controller, but also because
eterious effects of this mismanagement.
In these countries, then, cryptocurrenContinued on page 39

New Prime Minister Pursues Democratic
Reforms in Ethiopia
-Nesma Daoud

A

fter taking office in March, Ethiopia’s new Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed officially ended two decades
of hostilities with long-term rival, Eritrea.
He also began to ease the tightly-controlled
state-run economy, promised to enforce
multiparty elections in a country known
for imprisoning dissidents, and started to
appease the government’s most outspoken
critics: members of the Ethiopian diaspora.
However, these radical changes have lifted
the lid on historic conflicts over local power,
land, and resources as pledges of greater freedoms are threatened by the deep-rooted and
persistent ethnic tensions that have heightened as protests plagued Addis Ababa, the
capital of Ethiopia.
Consequently, Abiy has inherited the dilemma of how to process these riots. Creating an authentic democracy in an unstable
environment that faces significant problems
of poverty, particularly among the youth,
is a daunting task. In Ethiopia, there are
millions of dissatisfied youth, violent struggles over resources between different ethnic
groups, and a scope of detractors who are
threatened by the change, or are frustrated
that it isn’t enough. These factors reflect the
disheartening reality that the path to democracy, especially following decades of authoritarianism, is long and hard, with setbacks to
be expected. For democracy to be achieved,
peace between the different ethnic groups
needs to be maintained and the struggling
economy bolstered so that there are more
jobs available for the youth. If Abiy wants
Ethiopia to be a successful democracy, he
needs to ensure political and ethnic stability
during the transition
Abiy’s reforms are a significant shift for
Ethiopia, which has long depended on a
government model that mirrors China’s,
prioritizing state-led economic growth and
stifling political dissent. The protests that
toppled the former government and provided Abiy a path to election by Ethiopia’s
parliament centered around an underlying
notion—that Ethiopia is overwhelmingly
young, with an intense desire for economic
and political freedom. Yet, Abiy’s pledges

for greater freedom and democracy have
remained mere promises. He has yet to remove the restrictions on civil society and has
not explained to the public how multiparty
elections will be conducted. In a country
where the dominant governing group, the
Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF), and its allies have
majority control over most of its institutions and occupy every seat in parliament,
electoral transparency is crucial.
Abiy also responded to the protests that
have accompanied his reforms by employing
the same security tactics of his predecessors.
Some Ethiopians who initially encouraged
Abiy’s reforms now denounce him for being
too lenient with his response to the same
unrest that presents his most difficult challenge so far. Nevertheless, Abiy responded
to the protests by cutting the internet in addition to warning against continuing unrest,
a show of force that is reminiscent of the
former regime’s methods to curb dissent.
Due to a history of ethnic turmoil, Abiy’s
ascension to power was unexpected, making
him the first prime minister from his ethnic
group, the Oromo. Ethnic-based conflicts
primarily over limited resources are common in Ethiopia, where over eighty ethnic
groups reside. However, the violence continues to be unmanageable, alarming many
Ethiopians. Since 1991, Ethiopia’s government has been dominated by the EPRDF
which has been accused of human rights
violations by countless groups like Amnesty
International. Their ironclad grasp on power
drastically loosened after anti-government
protests, led by young Oromos frustrated
with a government controlled by smaller
and more powerful ethnic groups, forced
former Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn to resign.
As the son of a Muslim father, and an
Orthodox Christian mother who converted
to Islam, Abiy symbolizes Ethiopia’s rich
diversity and has used his position to call
for tolerance. On a passionate tour of the
United States, he appealed to the Ethiopian
communities and invited exiles to return. Yet
in spite of Abiy’s pleas for peace and toler-

ance, the long-lasting ethnic wounds have
yet to heal, as some conflicts have worsened
with the protests. In order to ensure Ethiopia’s path to democracy, however, mere
pleas aren’t enough. Replacing the officials
who continuously fail to manage ethnic conflicts is critical. The number of Ethiopia’s
internally displaced people has increased
from 1.6 million to 2.8 million this year,
according to the United Nations. Ethiopians hold the country’s federal structure responsible for these ethnic divisions as it is
mainly based on ethnic lines and has been
held together by the ruling coalition and its
security forces.
In turn, the new government’s attempts
to increase political freedom and decrease
the use of security forces has prompted the
return of many of the ethnic groups’ old
grievances. This, however, is a common
phenomenon that accompanies authoritarian regimes who are in the process of transitioning into a democracy. Because of this,
stability is critical in a country whose growing economy, massive population of 100
million, and security ties make it a powerful country in the sometimes chaotic, but
strategic Horn of Africa.
In addition to the problem of ethnic tensions, Ethiopia’s rapidly-growing economy,
continues to be in a perilous state where
poverty is rampant. Great foreign debt, as
well as a deficit in international currency
is obstructing the government’s ambitious
infrastructure projects, although the World
Bank has agreed to provide one billion dollars to support Ethiopia’s economy.
As Abiy’s promises of reforms continue
to increase, including the release of thousands of prisoners, the discharge of former
military and intelligence executives, pledging to amend the country’s infamous antiterrorism law, and permitting dissidents to
return home, many fear that the growing
frustration with the economy could hinder
Abiy’s attempt at genuine democratic reform. While there are plans to boost more
foreign investment and liberalize the stateContinued on page 39

AFRICA // 5

Addressing Apartheid in South Africa
Expropriation without Compensation
-Rachel Milner

S

outh Africa has long been plagued by
the consequences of Apartheid rule.
Despite ending decades ago, the system of apartheid has left a lasting impression
on South African life. After Nelson Mandela was elected president, laws were crafted
to fix the legal inequalities between races,
apartheid was dismantled, and a democracy
was established. What has remained largely unaddressed, however, are the dramatic
economic inequalities. A major root of this
problem is the distribution of land ownership, and the current debate is over farmland, a major source of revenue. Similar to
Zimbabwe, black citizens in South Africa
were moved from farms with fertile land
to other less desirable plots called Bantustans. This seizure of farms left a fraction of
the population, white elites, in control of a
large percentage of the profitable property.
A new amendment, proposed in the African
National Congress, is to expropriate land
from white owners without compensation
and transfer it to new owners. But similar
policies have been implemented elsewhere,
and South African leaders ought to heed
the economic lessons found in Zimbabwe.
Mandela’s party, the African National
Congress (ANC), formulated the goal to
re-distribute 30 percent of the land taken
from black farmers by 2014. In 2018, the
government has only reached a third of
its goal. The “willing buyer willing seller”
method, evident through its name, meant
that land was distributed mainly through
the selling of property by willing property
owners. Without legal consequences, there
has been little incentive for owners to give
up farms bringing in revenue. In addition,
when the government has attempted to buy
land from farmers to re-distribute, owners
have raised the prices to levels too high for
the government to purchase.
This issue has escalated tensions between
South Africans and the ANC. Without a
viable solution to appease both the white
landowning elite and black South Africans,
there has been almost no progress on the
issue. Furthermore, according to the BBC,
the budget for land reform has never exceeded one percent of South Africa’s total
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budget. Without necessary funds and forced
exchanges, white elite wealth has continued
to cycle and expand at the expense of black
marginalization.
With mounting pressure on the ANC,
the party has taken a new stance on land reform. Amid election season, the Democratic
Alliance Party (DA), the opposition to the
ANC, ran on a strong land reform platform
that centers around the general benefit to the
economy produced by each transfer instead
of measuring by hectares transferred, like the
ANC does. As the party garnered support,
President Cyril Ramaphosa has made the
controversial statement that it will support
an amendment to the constitution allowing
expropriation of land without compensation. On its own, the sentiment is shocking-- to take land from people without any
kind of repayment. It is especially surprising
in the wake of Zimbabwe’s similar policy,
which ended in failure. However, taken in
context with political pressure from the DA,
the ANC acted to maintain its constituency.
In Zimbabwe, twenty years after independence, 4,000 white farmers owned approximately 70 percent of the fertile farming land. To address this, President Mugabe
seized land from white owners and distributed it mainly to supporters of his party,
regardless of whether or not they had the
requisite expertise. This lack of knowledge
ended up harming Zimbabwe’s agricultural
yields; food exports decreased while imports
increased. In the end, there were movements
to rehire many white farmers that had been
removed from the land. Currently, there are
many farms with black owners and white
managers, but still pervasive discontent on
both sides.
While Zimbabwe and South Africa are
very different countries, South African leaders should consider the main lessons of Zimbabwe’s missteps. Seizing land without compensation will result in loss of farming expertise and anger the white elite. The farming
economy could decline and cause further
problems for the economy. However, without land redistribution the systemic issues
created by apartheid will remain. A related
issue is raising the needed capital to main-

tain the farms under new ownership. Running the farms will take significant amounts
of money that the people who might obtain
the land will not necessarily have. For this
reason, a viable option might be temporary
government ownership of the land. Subsidizing the upfront costs while new farmers
become familiar with the agricultural sector
could encourage more productive, sustainable practices without the new owners fixating on losing the investment.
The South African Sugarcane Association claims the only way for this issue to
be solved is to create partnerships between
new and old farmers. One fifth of sugarcane
farms are now owned by black South Africans and reportedly doing well. While this
solution might be applicable for the sugarcane industry, it will be difficult to convince enough farmers across South Africa
to take these steps in a timely manner that
will ease tensions among South Africans
who want immediate action. Although given
this alternative, white farmers may opt into
partnerships rather than loss of ownership
completely.
For the South African government to
continue expropriation without compensation, it has to be ready to deal with job
training issues, white flight, backlash, and
economic turbulence. To provide the capital for new owners to maintain the farms,
the budget for land reform has to drastically increase. Consequently, the government
might be spending a vast amount on a program that will harm the economy further.
To ensure economic success, South Africa
needs to focus on re-distributing land to
informed and trained black farmers ready
to take on the agricultural sector. Additionally, it should begin to test various methods
of distribution on its population to display
that government is working to address the
decades of economic inequality that has repressed the basic access to equal opportunity
since the institution of apartheid rule. n

Daniel Ortega Must Be Held Accountable for
His Egregious Policies
-Ben Miller

S

ince the spring of 2018, Nicaraguan
President Daniel Ortega has ruled
with an authoritarian fist, ordering
dictatorial crackdowns on free speech and
basic human rights, catching the attention
of the international community. For almost
half a year, Ortega has responded to nationwide protests against his controversial
policies with brutal force. In this period,
more than three-hundred people were killed
and hundreds more disappeared. As a result,
tens of thousands of migrants and refugees
have fled the unstable country, straining
Nicaragua’s neighbors like Costa Rica. The
international community must take action,
through sanctions and aid, to send a message to Ortega that his authoritarian style of
governance will not be tolerated.
Ortega has consolidated power in Nicaragua over time, seeking to staff the government full of his supporters. In 2009, the
Nicaraguan Supreme Court, strategically
packed with Ortega sympathizers, disregarded precedent by granting him another
term in his presidency. In 2016, constitutional limitations were altered yet again to
allow Ortega to remain in power for a third
term. People across the country criticized
the move, saying Ortega was suppressing
opposition and aspiring to be an authoritarian figure. In April 2018, violence by the
Ortega government reached its pinnacle as
pro-government forces clashed with citizens
protesting controversial changes to the country’s pension system. During these initial
protests, ten people were killed, igniting anger against the Ortega regime. In a meeting
after the protests ended, Ortega scrapped
pension reforms and revealingly dodged responsibility when he denounced protesters
for acting like gangs “killing each other”.
Since then, Ortega has doubled down on
his strongman approach, leading to political chaos at home and forcing many people to flee the country for their own personal safety. Nicaragua’s neighbor, Costa
Rica, received an average of two-hundred
asylum applications per day over the summer, highlighting Nicaraguans’ desperation.
The Organization of American States (OAS)
Secretary-General Luis Almagro sharply con-

Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega. WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

demned the Nicaraguan government, calling
it “totally incompatible with democracy”
and proclaiming that OAS would reject violations of human rights and democracy “as
many times as necessary”. Additionally, decreased investment and an overall destabilized economy has contributed to financial
instability, causing the loss of hundreds of
thousands of jobs. This instability is especially apparent in the tourism industry, which
has always propped up a significant proportion of Nicaragua’s economy in the last decade; now, resorts sit empty on Nicaraguan
shores. The World Bank has expressed fear
that the economic situation will continue
to deteriorate if no dramatic action is taken.
Now, it is imperative that the international
community denounce Ortega’s rule and his
actions in the strongest terms, and take direct action in order to save Nicaragua from
total collapse. At the bare minimum, inspectors from the United Nations should be allowed into the country, which the UN has
already called for last summer.
To force Ortega to cease his repression,
the international community must implement a strong sanctions regime against the
Nicaraguan leadership. This would include
Ortega’s inner circle, as well as the upperechelon of Nicaraguan society. It’s critical

that these sanctions target Ortega and his
cronies rather than the Nicaraguan working
class, who are already struggling to survive
amidst the political and economic turmoil.
This regime should emulate the one employed against Venezuela and the Maduro
government by former President Obama,
in which the U.S. froze the assets of top officials in the Venezuelan government and
suspended U.S. visas of Venezuelan officials
responsible for the human rights abuses.
The Nicaraguan sanctions regime should
emulate Venezuelan sanctions in targeting
those responsible and not harming those
who are most vulnerable. On November 1st,
U.S. National Security Advisor John Bolton
declared: “Free, fair, and early elections must
be held in Nicaragua, and democracy must
be restored to the Nicaraguan people. Until
then, the Nicaraguan regime, like Venezuela
and Cuba, will feel the full weight of America’s robust sanctions regime.” However, the
sanctions imposed by the Trump Administration against Venezuela have largely targeted Venezuela’s export of gold. The international community cannot apply this same
approach to Nicaragua. If the international
community were to emulate the U.S.’s VenContinued on page 39

AMERICAS // 7

Demolishing A Drug Lord
Pablo Escobar’s Medellín Relic
- Grace Bristol

A

n abandoned skeleton of a building that used to stand relatively unnoticed in the vibrant El Poblado
neighborhood of Medellín, Colombia, now
draws considerable crowds of tourists to its
rusted gates. The six-story apartment building, dubbed the Monaco, was once home to
the infamous drug lord Pablo Escobar, head
of the cocaine-smuggling Medellín Cartel.
By the late 1980s, the Medellín Cartel controlled 80 percent of the cocaine supply in
the United States and earned approximately
$420 million a week. Escobar, with a reported net worth of roughly $25 billion, owned
numerous homes around Colombia. The
Monaco was one such home, housing members of the Escobar family in one apartment
and Escobar’s prized possessions in the others. Bombed in 1988 by Escobar’s rival, the
Cali Cartel, the Monaco was abandoned by
the Escobar family soon after.
The building is now a peculiar tourist
draw, as telenovelas, novels, and shows
such as Netflix’s “Narcos” that chronicle
Escobar’s life have gained popularity in recent years. These tourists, often called narco
turistas, travel to Colombia in part to see
the places where Escobar lived and worked.
There is also no shortage of Escobar souvenirs around the city of Medellín, ranging
from embroidered pillows to bags of coffee
emblazoned with Escobar’s face. Though
Escobar was killed in a police shootout in
1993, his legacy continues to haunt Colombians and seduce foreigners to this day.
Despite Escobar’s international allure,
Medellín’s Mayor Federico Gutiérrez is justifiably tired of the glorifying attention Escobar continues to attract from the grave. For
this reason, Gutiérrez plans to destroy the
Monaco in early 2019 while proclaiming:
“This symbol, which is a symbol of illegality, of evil, will be brought to the ground.”
He plans to build a park or memorial commemorating victims of the Colombian drug
war on the site.
While many “Narcos” fans may see Escobar as a ruthless yet glamorous icon of
wealth, his meaning for Colombians is far
more fraught. Some Colombians profit off
of Escobar paraphernalia and tours, but at
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was a ruthless murderer who tore communities apart in his battle
for control of the drug
trade. His ruthlessness
is encapsulated in his
credo plata o plomo,
silver or lead, which
forced people to take
bribes or face a bullet.
Colombians are fully
aware of their past,
and though gawking
Pablo Escobar’s old haunt in Medellín, Colombia. Wikimedia Commons
tourists who idolize
Escobar may provide
what cost? Even Jhon Jairo Velásquez (aka
a market for insensitive souvenirs, they also
Popeye), a former hitman for Escobar reprevent the country from healing and movleased from prison in 2016, is now giving
ing on.
narco tours and selling DVDs. Colombian
The narrative of Escobar should not dicjournalist Jorge Caraballo Cordovez found
tate the narrative of Colombia. Gutiérrez
the narco tours offered in Medellín offenshould destroy the barren attraction and
sive. He said the people “Need to start talkbuild a memorial site that locals approve of.
ing about what happened - but from the
Colombians should reclaim the way their
victims’ perspective, not through this narstory is told and not be prevented from derative that people are making money from.”
stroying structures that memorialize the pain
However, not all Colombians see Escobar
they have suffered. Allowing the Monaco
in the same way. Escobar is still viewed by
to remain in Medellín and function as a
some as a modern-day Robin Hood. Escobar
backdrop for tourists’ jovial selfies enforces
gave generously at times to the Colombian
the idea that Colombian history is centered
people and to the city of Medellín, donating
on the story of Escobar. By constructing a
to charities and constructing housing develpublic space in the community, Gutiérrez is
opments for the poor. He also built athletic
giving Colombians a new space to rememfields and schools for several communities,
ber and reflect.
notably Barrio Pablo Escobar.
Colombians frustrated with misconcepDespite varying opinions on what Estions and the minimization of the destruccobar meant for Colombians, most local
tion Escobar caused should turn to eduresidents of Medellín don’t like to discuss
cation, and take the story of their country
the Monaco and feel as if the dark aspects
into their own hands. An example of an
of their history are being advertised to the
institution that is trying to do just that is
world. Even the Netflix show “Narcos” had
the Memory House Museum in Medellín,
which seeks to educate the public on Coa difficult time getting permission to film
lombian armed conflicts. More opportuniinside the city, as residents were not eager
ties and organizations should be created to
to have an American company profit from
educate the public about Escobar and the
turning their story into a mainstream drama.
horrors of drug trafficking. Medellín is a viThe proposed demolition of the Monaco
brant and innovative city that has come a
reveals a country yearning to distance itself
long way from its dark past. While destroyfrom its violent and tumultuous past. Coing the Monaco will not destroy Escobar’s
lombians still live with painful loss of the
lingering footprint in Medellín, it is a step
nearly 110,000 people killed at the hands of
in the right direction to tell a new story of
the Medellín Cartel. Far from the charismatthe bright future of Medellín. n
ic symbol he’s been portrayed as, Escobar

A New Brazilian President, and His Calls for
Safety That Could Yield Civil War
- Luke Jacobs

I

n the depths of Rio de Janeiro lies the favela of Rocinha.
Its 70,000 residents live in
one-room homes piled atop one
another in an endless sprawl. The
homes offer flimsy cover for the
thousands of innocent Brazilians
who get caught in the middle of
frequent police raids against the
drug dealers who run parts of
their community. The numbers
speak for themselves: an app developed by concerned Brazilians
tallied over 14 daily police shootouts that involve civilian injuries
in Rio alone, eventually tallying hundreds of
confirmed civilian deaths and thousands of
injuries over the course of a few years. The
presence of violent gangs in Rocinha leads
many civil rights activists to believe that
the government’s solution - using deadly
force - only makes life more dangerous for
impoverished residents.
While activists continue to reveal how
counterproductive the police’s tactics are,
newly- elected Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro has doubled down on the violent
approach. At an event hosted by one of Brazil’s leading financial institutions, he told an
audience of bankers and investors that that
he would gun down an entire favela if the
drug lords hiding inside don’t immediately
surrender upon his election as president.
In rallies, Bolsonaro often takes selfies with
supporters with his hands shaped like a gun,
a subtle nod to his policy of shoot-first, ask
questions later. As evidenced by Bolsonaro’s
decisive victory in October’s election, his
rhetoric has clearly won over a public terrified of sky-high crime rates. The man they
elected to fix the problem, however, will almost certainly cause more death and misery.
“I’m terrified,” a mother told a reporter in
Rocinha. “Bolsonaro has said that for every
police officer who dies here, 30 more will
be killed in the favelas.” The vast majority
of residents in favelas like Rocinha have no
involvement with organized crime. Yet, Bolsonaro, the former military officer, is not too
concerned with human life as collateral damage. His running mate, General Hamilton

kg. They don’t do anything. They
don’t even serve to reproduce.”
An outpour of fake news, antileftist memes, and pro-Bolsonaro
content had led many Brazilians
to view Bolsonaro’s opposition
candidate, Fernando Haddad, as
extremely weak on crime. Bolsonaro’s supporters launched one of
the most extensive misinformation
campaigns in history, using messaging platforms like WhatsApp
and Facebook to coordinate attacks
The newly-elected Brazilian President, Jair Bolsonaro. WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
on the 60% of Brazilians who get
their news from these platforms.
Mourão, once brushed off the problem of
Millions of voters, for example, viewed mescivilian deaths by saying: “That’s what hapsaging falsely claiming that Haddad would
pens in war. Innocents die. That’s the way it
legalize child pedophilia, release millions
is.” The two leaders have publically gushed
of prisoners onto the streets, and usher in a
over how much they wish the police could
communist takeover of the country.
kill more people, even hinting at turning all
With his ruthless disinformation camjurisdiction in favela raids from police forces
paign, Bolsonaro could convince millions
of Brazilians that political dissidents are leover to the military. As President, Bolsonaro
will likely treat many of his citizens as rangitimate criminals, and his supporters would
dom statistics as his anti-crime policies turn
be ready to back him up with a river of fake
news supporting his claims. As a man who
low-income neighborhoods into warzones.
won in large part by stoking the public’s leLike many other right wing nationalists
who have seized control of Western democgitimate fears of street violence, it’s shocking
racies, Bolsonaro has discovered that, with
how many Brazilians voted for a man who
enough fiery rhetoric, he can stoke enough
plans to openly instigate a civil war. Bolsofear within voters that they’ll remain ignonaro promised a crowd of supporters a week
rant of the actual effectiveness of his polibefore his election that, when upon being
elected, he would purge his leftist political
cies. Decades of sociological research has
opponents “like nobody has ever seen.” It
concluded that crime is a multidimensional
is a statement that echoes a previous comissue, and that much of its origins lie in povment he made on how he wished Brazil’s
erty. By not treating the root causes of crime
through social programs or job guarantees,
old military regime “killed 30,000 leftists inBolsonaro is simply fighting the symptoms
stead of just a few hundred.” By the time his
and not the disease.
supporters begin to realize that Bolsonaro’s
Many of Bolsonaro’s critics also claim
policies will only worsen street violence,
that his reckless views on policing are an
they might get arrested - or worse - for voicing their frustration out loud. n
intentional tactic to marginalize minorities,
who disproportionately live in favelas and
are already over-victimized by police raids.
It is clear that Bolsonaro doesn’t regard minorities as real Brazilians, with his disregard
for their safety reflected in his words. In a
speech he gave last year, he alluded to AfroBrazilians as being less human than zoo animals. “Look,” he said, “the lightest African
descendant [in that village] weighed 100
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A Crisis in Chile Created by the Catholic
Church
- Reis Becker

T

he Catholic Church has left communities across Chile in an extremely
vulnerable state after unveiling hundreds of new sexual abuse allegations. In August, investigators uncovered over 100 new
cases of sexual abuse against the Church that
were never turned over to state authorities.
In total, the investigations concluded that
144 reports of sexual abuse were made since
2000, implicating 158 Church workers, including 139 bishops, priests, or deacons of
the Chilean Catholic Church. Of the total
266 alleged victims, 178 were children and
teenagers. These revelations come after a
2,300 page dossier completed by the Vatican
in May. This report alleged that church officials in Chile had known about the cases
of sexual abuse and led a massive cover up
dating back over four decades. In the face of
insurmountable evidence that suggests serious neglect, the idea of ‘forgive and forget’
put forth by the Church can no longer be
taken seriously as their process of “reformation” has failed for decades.
These investigations have created a national crisis for Chile. The Catholic Church,
one of the most powerful institutions in
Chile, has been exposed for purposefully neglecting and mishandling hundreds of sexual
abuse claims against their highest-ranking
officials. For those faithful to the Catholic
Church, these claims are hard to swallow.
Many Chileans initially refused to believe
the allegations, labelling victims “homosexuals” and enemies of the Church with intentions of ruining the ethics of the country.
However, as the number of allegations has
grown, the Church has lost a large portion
of its faithful community. As of 2018, only
thirty-six percent of Chileans say they still
trust the Catholic Church, and those who
identify as Catholic have dropped from sixty-one percent in 2010 to forty-five percent
in 2017. In a country where the Catholic
Church plays a key role in structuring the
lives of many citizens, it is clear that the
Church does not recognize the damage it
has caused.
During this crisis, the Catholic Church
has made several attempts to initiate a reconciliation process with the Chilean com-
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The Catholic Church does not deserve to claim
that they are the path to a prosperous and
happy life in the midst of these heinous crimes.”
munity. A visit from Pope Francis in early
2018 to Santiago attempted to re-establish
confidence in the Church. However, the
community’s focus was on the Pope’s recent appointment of Bishop Juan Barros to
the Chilean Catholic Church. Barros is one
of the officials accused by multiple victims
of witnessing and covering up the sexual
abuses committed by Chilean Church officials. Pope Francis refused to accept Barros’
resignation and instead accused the victims
of slander for presenting their case against
Barros. Francis stated there was insufficient
evidence and demanded the victims present
proof of their claims. Outrage ensued after
these statements by the Pope, and it left
members of Chilean community confused
on which side the Vatican stood: with the
Church or with the victims. Pope Francis
has since asked for forgiveness for his claims
and promises to heal the wounds the Church
has created in Chilean society, preaching his
“zero tolerance” policy against abuse. But
Chileans cannot overlook the Pope’s behavior and the callous dealings with Barros.
As the Church now claims it will never
cover up sexual abuse again, one can only
point to the decades of cover up by the highest officials within the Church. In certain
cases, victims have taken over 40 years to
come forward and share their story in hope
of seeking justice. However, the only outcome has been the Church’s acknowledgement of their sins and wrongdoing, with
hope that the Chilean community can accept their asking for forgiveness.
Here, the Catholic Church has failed
Chileans. There are hundreds of allegations
by members of the Church that claim they
were abused as young boys and teenagers.
This is no small informality – this is a criminal act carried out by the Church’s highest
officials. Instead of real criminal repercussions, officials are often re-assigned to different Churches or sent to a life of “prayer and

penance.” In the 144 cases brought forth,
only 22 officials have been convicted. At
this point, it is evident Chileans cannot trust
the Church to sanction their own officials –
and this has been recognized by the Chilean
community.
In the wake of the abuses, action has been
taken by the Chilean community. A group
called Laicos y Laicas de Osorno has formed,
insisting on the resignation of Church officials in order to be tried by the Chilean
Courts. They claim a solution is only possible with the persistence of the community
and the courage of the victims who will no
longer allow the concealment of past crimes.
The President of Chile has taken action as
well, proposing a bill that will eliminate the
Statute of Limitations to ensure justice can
be provided to victims, no matter how long
ago the abuse occurred. In addition, former
victims are taking action. Jose Andres Murillo, a former victim who no longer identifies as Catholic, now dedicates his life to
direct Para la Confianza, an organization
that provides support to victims of child
sexual abuse. Murillo insists it is important
to support victims of child sex abuse, as “not
knowing what to do” can translate into “not
knowing how to tell.”
What is occurring in Chile is a pattern
of habitual, criminal acts against young children. Worldwide, the Catholic Church is
trusted to oversee 2 million children. The
Church is at a breaking point and communities across Chile are facing a serious dilemma
over whether they can continue to practice
the faith. The Catholic Church does not
deserve to claim that they are the path to a
prosperous and happy life in the midst of
these heinous crimes. n

Stand Up, Speak Out

The Role of Jewish Argentines in Immigration Discourse
- Jalen Zeman

F

rom crises in Venezuela to economic
hardships in Bolivia and Paraguay,
many people have fled in search of
safe haven to Argentina, Latin America’s
largest recipient of immigrants. However,
many expectant immigrants have met rampant discrimination. Much of the skepticism
about immigrants comes from the fact that
81% of Argentines believe that immigration
is bad for the economy. With rising antipathy towards immigrants, those in positions
of power and privilege must take a stand
against anti-immigrant rhetoric using their
positions as a platform to responsibly speak
out. Jewish Argentines, as a comparatively
assimilated group with a historical struggle
with discrimination, must subscribe to this
idea and promote tolerance and acceptance
in Argentina.
For centuries, people have persecuted
Jews throughout the world, which manifested itself most prominently in the Holocaust. These events have left an irremovable impression on the Jewish conscience.
In the case of Argentina, anti-Semitism is
widespread. A recent report by the Delegation of Associations of Jewish Argentines
has counted hundreds of anti-Semitic acts
in Argentina since 1998, with 351 acts of
anti-Semitism in 2016 alone. More personally, one Argentine woman, as noted in a
survey of Holocaust survivors in Argentina
in 2010, reported losing her grandfather in
Auschwitz and her daughter in a clandestine
detention center during Argentina’s Guerra
Sucia, a period of state terrorism against political dissidents in the 1970’s. Jews – through
themselves or through friends, relatives, and
loved ones – have experienced discrimination and know the immense pain it causes.
As a result, Jews have the authenticity
and authority to speak on discrimination to
ensure that no one experiences this unjustifiable pain. While continuing to face antiSemitism, many Jews have assimilated into
Argentine society, giving them the privilege
to speak out in support of immigrants. After
fleeing violence and discrimination in Eastern Europe, Jewish immigrants and their ancestors have made profound impacts on Argentine literature, culture, business, and pol-

Argentinian Sephardic Jews. WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

itics. Writers like Alberto Gerchunoff have
worked for Argentina’s leading newspapers
and wrote many seminal novels, intertwining Jews into Argentine literary tradition.
In politics, Jews have risen to high-ranking
positions like that of Adolfo Rubinstein, the
most recent Minister of Health. While many
Argentines - including Jewish Argentines still face economic problems due to macroeconomic crises over the past two decades,
it is important to note the disparity in social
privilege between Jewish Argentines and immigrants from places like Bolivia, Paraguay,
or Venezuela. This disparity puts Jews in a
different social distinction where they experience comparatively less discrimination.
Due to the relatively successful assimilation
and the social benefits that come with such
integration, Jewish Argentines of privilege
and power are well positioned to use this
platform to advocate for the acceptance of
immigrants.
Argentinian Jews can counter the xenophobic narratives that infiltrate society by
avoiding personal attacks, sticking to the
empirical facts, and articulating the real reasons why native-born Argentines are facing
hardships. Due to their assimilation, Jewish Argentines should speak honestly and
frankly of their experiences, connecting the

similarities between their experiences to
those of current immigrants and calling out
those that spread stereotypes and xenophobia. However, it is imperative to maintain
a certain level of decorum. While the fears
of those that dislike immigrants are based
in untrue stereotypes and logical fallacies,
the salient point is that these fears feel real
to them. Simply dismissing these fears accomplishes nothing but polarization; Martin
Luther King Jr. put it succinctly: “Darkness
cannot drive out darkness: only light can
do that. Hate cannot drive out hate: only
love can do that.”
Instead of attacks, Jewish Argentines
should stick to the empirical facts about
immigration and what is truly causing the
downturn in the Argentine economy. While
it is true that immigration of low-skilled
workers often drives down wages for native-born low-skilled Argentines, it is important to note that economic theory suggests
that the overall net gain to the country is
positive when consumers face lower prices.
Therefore, low-skilled Argentines should
not blame immigrants as everyone within
the country benefits from lower prices; instead, out-of-work Argentines should blame
Continued on page 40
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China’s Ethnic Minorities
- Zayna Syed

I

n China’s newest “vocational education
and training program,” participants are
taught about vital skills in Chinese life,
such as Mandarin, Chinese history and culture, and the Constitution. The camp offers
free, nutritious meals, dormitories equipped
with radios and TV, and participants are allowed to partake in dancing, singing, and
sports contests. Defying stigmas surrounding
mental health, the program also offers professional psychological counseling services
and pays “high attention” to trainees’ mental
health. According to Shohrat Zakir, chairman of the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region, in an interview with Xinhua News
Agency, the participants never realized “that
life can be so colorful.”
Except the Xinhua News Agency is completely state-run, and independent news and
human rights organizations are forbidden
from observing the programs. These “dormitories” are accessible to only government
officials and satellites. The “participants” are
forced to attend and, according to a Human Rights Watch report, consist of over
one million Uyghurs, a Turkic Muslim minority group in China that accounts for 8
million of Xinjiang’s 19 million population.
And the mental health services? They are a
gimmick used to erase Islamic practice and
thought in an attempt to “assimilate” the
Uyghur people.
From this information, one might believe that the Chinese government oppresses
all religious minority groups. That is not
true. There exists another Muslim minority
group, the Hui, who are known for being the
most “successful” minority group in China.
Why does one Muslim minority group get
persecuted, and the other is accepted within
Chinese society? In short, the Hui are the
only minority group in China “for which
religion…is the sole unifying criterion of
identity”.
The Uyghur have lived in the region for
millennia, known before as East Turkistan.
In 1949, the People’s Republic of China invaded the region, and in 1955 declared the
creation of the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region. This region accounts for onesixth of China’s total landmass. It is also oil
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First, they came for the Uyghurs. Then they
came for the Tibetan Buddhists, and then the
Kazakhs.”
rich. In July, the China National Petroleum
Corp said it will spend more than 150 billion
yuan ($22 billion) by 2020 to boost oil and
gas production in the western region of Xinjiang in order to counteract falling production from ageing fields in northeast China.
According to Reuters, this new investment
would boost output from the region by at
least 75 percent by 2020.
The Uyghur people are distinct from
the majority Han Chinese. They have their
own language, culture, and music, which
the government sees as an ethno-nationalist
threat. China has tried many assimilation
measures since conquering Xinjiang. They
have encouraged Han migration to Xinjiang: in 1949, Uyghurs made up 75 percent
of Xinjiang and Han only 7 percent, while
today Uyghurs are only 48 percent of the
population and Han account for 36 percent.
The Chinese government has also instituted
bans on Ramadan, growing beards, and giving Islamic names to children. Today, Xinjiang is inundated with face-recognition cameras and authorities have established “green
channel” checkpoints in some areas, where
Han are allowed to pass through without
scrutiny, while Uyghurs have to undergo rigid security controls in a separate line. There
have even been reports on widespread, illicit
organ harvesting of Uyghur prisoners, although officials deny these claims. “It seems
people are not allowed to even think without
China’s permission,” said Gulnaz Uighur, a
Uyghur Muslim who fled China, in a September 2018 column with The Independent.
Despite growing international concern
over China’s treatment of the Uyghur people and calls to allow independent counsel
into the detention facilities, the Chinese
government has long denied that such facilities exist. With satellite images proving
otherwise, and an increasing amount of media attention devoted to the human rights
atrocity, the government changed tactics.

On October 16, it admitted to creating “vocational education and training programs,”
releasing a 15-minute news package in a detention facility, showing detainees in tracksuits learning Chinese and trades such as
carpentry, baking, and sewing.
Shohrat Zakir and other officials from
the Communist Party claim the programs
are designed to counter “the three evil forces”: terrorism, extremism and separatism. A
speech by the Chinese Communist Youth
League’s Xinjiang Branch stated that the purpose of the training is to “eradicate from
the mind thoughts about religious extremism and violent terrorism, and to cure ideological diseases.” The speaker later followed
with an ominous remark, claiming, “If the
education is not going well, we will continue to provide free education, until the students achieve satisfactory results and graduate smoothly”. In fact, most of the imprisoned Uyghur pose no security threat, aside
from peaceful practice of their religion and
culture. A September 2018 Human Rights
Watch report said that it was not uncommon
for Uyghur people, particularly from Hotan
and Kashgar in southern Xinjiang, to report
that half or more of their immediate family
members are in political education camps,
pre-trial detention, or prison.
If the government sees “extremism” in
Uyghur culture and religion, why is the
Hui’s practice of Islam non-threatening? The
Hui are Han Chinese. They speak Mandarin and their cultural practices are a mix between Islamic and Chinese tradition. Aside
from refraining from pork and alcohol, their
diets are very similar to the Han’s.
However, while the Hui may have power
right now, historical precedent shows that
ideological compulsion is a slippery slope.
First, they came for the Uyghurs. Then they
came for the Tibetan Buddhists, and then
Continued on page 40

Cultural Evolution, Not Revolution
Video Games and Value Change in China
- Warren Yu

S

omething extraordinary is
happening in China: a new
cultural movement is on the
horizon. Although this phraseology
evokes memories of a past era, it refers to something entirely different:
video gaming. With an industry valued at over $29.6 billion and over
600 million gamers - twice the population of the United States - this is
an unprecedented development. But
gaming’s ascendency is more than just a fad.
It reveals a country that has started to move
on from the scars of the past. It reflects a
society where economic growth has created
the security for young people to enjoy these
pleasures. It offers critical insights for where
China is headed, and this is no small matter.
While video games are themselves a modern development, it is impressive to see how
quickly they have taken root in China. Over
the last decade, titles like Overwatch, DOTA
2, and League of Legends have garnered massive followings. The devotion from fans is
notable. In 2018, an estimated 135 million
people watched Chinese e-Sports. The previous year, more than 40,000 people crowded
the iconic Bird’s Nest stadium to watch the
grand finals of the League of Legends World
Championship.
Yet, gaming has become more than just a
hobby. In fact, an e-Sports player in China,
Lu Yao, has a reported earnings of nearly 2
million dollars through DOTA 2. Professional gamers and small-time streamers alike
have found an unexpected livelihood. However, the popularity of gaming belies the fact
that it is a relatively unexplored dimension.
This cultural phenomenon reflects a fundamental priority transition for hundreds of
millions of Chinese.
Naturally, individuals focus on the most
immediate concern for their survival. It is
only when security is guaranteed that individuals shift their concerns. Even then, it
still takes generations for major value change
to occur. As such, assessing cultural transformation requires understanding China’s
historical heritage. The country was devastated during the Second World War and
the subsequent Civil War. Moreover, Com-

of malign Western influence.
Yet, the Great Firewall has not
stopped the persistence of gamers. Virtual proxy networks and
other tools demonstrate that
the appetite for entertainment
has not waned. Importantly,
it does not necessarily matter
which games become popular or
remain available in China. The
The League of Legends 2017 World Championship in Beijing. WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
mere fact that gaming has bemunist rule led to some of the worst natural
come accessible, convenient and appealing
to hundreds of millions has stronger impliand man-made disasters ever experienced
cations regarding societal change. Gaming
in human history. The Three Bitter Years of
1959 to 1961 led to an estimated 40 million
itself does not necessarily bring about value
deaths due to famine. The 1980s may have
transition, but it reflects a society’s material
been punctuated by Deng Xiaoping’s radiconditions. In time, if peace and prospercal economic reforms, but they were also
ity become the norm for the majority of
overshadowed by the bloody suppression of
the population, then value change may certainly follow. And as long as the economy
student protests in Tiananmen Square. Chicontinues to prosper, people will have the
na’s current period of peace and prosperity
seems like a stark contrast to the turmoil of
necessary time and security to indulge in
just a few decades past. However, it should
small pleasures.
be clear: modern China has been shaped
Video gaming is often looked down
by its historical experiences. Nationalism
upon. It is considered a lower form of enterand militarism are byproducts of the Chitainment, something not on the same scale
as cinema, art, and music. But it should be
nese Century of Humiliation. The collective
clear: gaming is a potent cultural force that
memory of China is therefore dominated
has just appeared. Over just a few decades,
by the hardships and strife of the past. ChiChina has radically transformed itself. Alnese demographics reinforce this fact. Since
around seventy percent of the country is
though development cannot be pinpointed
aged 25 years or older, this reflects a sizable
to an individual variable, gaming does reflect
part of the population that has been witness
an aspect of Chinese life that has changed.
or subject to instabilities of the 20th century.
While the bitter years of the past still remain
But China is no longer under threat of forin the minds of many, gaming represents an
eign invasion or mass famine. Videogames
escape from that. It is a source of solace for
are a product of a changed China. The fact
both youth and adults. As new generations
that the youth are able to enjoy these pleamature - confident in their own safety and
survival - they will also transform into a posures demonstrates that China has begun to
litical force of their own right. Gaming has
move past the scars of the past.
accompanied the rise of a new generation
What about China’s infamous censorship
that does not fear war, famine, or disease.
policies? If the government has such strict
control on the media, can gaming truly reWhile there have been concerning developflect societal level changes? Would governments in China, we can still see a country
ment manipulation hinder any analysis of
that is on the cusp of a silent movement - a
gaming and cultural renaissance. n
this change? It is certainly true that platforms
and titles that have not conformed to government standards have blocked from the
Chinese mainland. Indeed, the government
has in the past deemed several games as a
cultural threat, describing them as forms
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The World’s Happiest Country – And Its
Forgotten Crime Against Humanitys
- Will Feuer

T

he small, agrarian and Buddhist nation of Bhutan, the
so-called “Thunder Dragon Kingdom,” occupies a curious
corner of the world’s imagination.
Nestled between China and India,
resting at the foothills of the Himalayas and dotted by ornate Buddhist
temples, Bhutan, where they measure output by their Gross National
Happiness index, is called “Shangrila” so often that it’s become cliché.
In an increasingly commercialized,
modernized world, Bhutan is the
embodiment of bucolic harmony
– but a closer look reveals the costs
of such harmony.
Bhutan leads the world as the greatest
creator of refugees per capita. How’s that
for a national slogan? From Syria to Yemen
to Myanmar, as the general public turns its
attention more and more to refugee crises
throughout the world, we must heed the
lessons of the atrocities inflicted upon the
Lhotshampa people, how international institutions failed them, and what it means
to “solve” a refugee crisis. The Lhotshampa
People, literally the people of the South, are
a heterogeneous ethnic group of Nepalese
origin. Many of them are linguistically and
culturally distinct from Bhutan’s Ngalop
majority. Some of the Nepali-speaking Lhotshampa people reportedly began migrating
from Nepal to Bhutan as early as the 18th
century. By the 1890s, Bhutanese government contractors settled masses of Lhotshampa people in southern Bhutan to develop the largely untamed land. For almost
a century, the Bhutanese government maintained a policy of integration: incentives for
inter-marriage, bussing of students around
the country, and centers of worship with
Buddhist and Hindu temples side-by-side.
The first Citizenship Act took effect in
1958, granting full citizenship to the Lhotshampa, many of whom had lived for generations in Bhutan by then. The second
Citizenship Act came about in 1977, adding strict linguistic and historical requirements for citizenship. Then, in 1985, an
amendment passed, and included several
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from the European Union, refugee
activists organized protests to demand repatriation.
Meanwhile, the Bhutanese government actively resettled landless
people from Northern Bhutan to
the south. After ten years in the
camps, in 2003, a repatriation agreement was reached and the screening process began, but it was shortlived. A scuffle at one of the camps
that injured multiple Bhutanese officials broke down the agreement.
Soon after, the King of Bhutan publicly stated that the refugees were
Wikimedia Commons.
not Bhutanese citizens. In 2006,
provisions for the termination of citizenrepatriation was abandoned, and the Lhotship, among them, disloyalty to “the king,
shampa refugees were dispelled to form diacountry or people of Bhutan.” Discriminatosporas across the world; today, they live in
ry policies quickly emerged. In 1988, a censmall communities of a couple thousand
sus was conducted exclusively in the south,
and cling to their cultural heritage.
which revealed that 28 percent of Bhutan’s
The story of the Lhotshampa people is
population, and the majority in the South,
one of the world’s failures to preserve a gift
was of Nepalese descent, sparking a nationalof our past. Cultural heritage not only helps
ist frenzy. At the same time, census officials
us as individuals to find community and
demanded land ownership documents from
define our personhood, but the vast diver1958; no land, or no documents to prove it,
sity of cultures across the world is itself a
meant the termination of citizenship. From
testament to the power of human creation.
there, the situation deteriorated.
From mythology and cuisine to language
In 1989, the King declared his “One
and custom, these are the products of thouNation, One People” policy, which forced
sands of years of human existence. Even as
Northern traditional dress in public and
the world rapidly becomes a nearly unrecogadoption of traditional Bhutanese cusnizable place, the lessons of all the world’s
toms. The Nepali language was removed
ancestors remain relevant, and in the case of
from school curriculums, and Hindu Sanethnic groups like the Lhotshampa, incredskrit schools were shuttered. When a Royal
ibly vulnerable. Whether it is called genoAdvisory Counselor, Tek Nath Rizal, led a
cide or ethnic cleansing, what makes these
petition to express concerns regarding the
crimes so particularly reprehensible is the asauthoritarian policy, he was imprisoned.
sault on not just people, but also on culture.
He was not released for a decade, during
To solve a refugee crisis, it is not enough
which the Lhotshampa suffered widespread
to halt violence; the cultural integrity of
violence, rape, arbitrary arrests and torture,
targeted ethnic groups must be preserved.
according to Amnesty International. More
As the world’s eyes increasingly turn upon
refugee crises, from Syria to Myanmar, we
than 100,000 fled to neighboring India, and
should be explicit in our priorities. To save
on to Nepal where the UNHCR established
lives is tremendously important, but to rerefugee camps. Personal testimonies from
patriate, rehabilitate and empower refugees
those who survived the camps offer a harrowing perspective of life inside, but hope
is our duty as beneficiaries of a long line
for return to Bhutan remained alive, so most
of cultural contributions to our beautifully
diverse world. n
of the Lhotshampa remained in the camps
for nearly two decades. Aided by pressure

Naxalism and Governmental Failure in the
Indian State of Orissa
-Preet Rajpal

I

t is time to realize that Indian Government policy has failed the people
of Orissa. The emergence and growing influence of left-wing extremists, also
known as Naxalites, along the borders of the
eastern state of Orissa has become a cause
for considerable alarm. It is imperative that
policy that confronts this growing threat is
monetary, and not militaristic, in nature.
Citizens must reap the benefits of a capitalist system, rather than becoming victims in
a state, non-state war of aggression.
Orissa is an Eastern Indian state bordering the Bay of Bengal. Orissa is one of the
poorest provinces in India, with a third of
its population living below the poverty line.
State formation in the post-independence period was complicated as the state was divided
into 27 different territories without a political body to act as the hegemonic superior.
Overwhelmingly Hindu (93 percent), the
population almost exclusively speaks Odia.
In 2011, the state changed its name from
its original Orissa to its new name Odisha.
Naxalism in Orissa came to fruition in
the early 1960s and quickly distinguished
itself from similar movements in neighboring West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, and Bihar.
This is due to the emergence of revolutionary
leadership and the charismatic appeal that
Nagbhushan Patnaik commanded among
society. The previously mentioned states
comprise the Indian Red Corridor, a collection of neighboring states that have considerable communist leanings. The people who
resided in this region lacked economic opportunities, which fed into a deep sense of
frustration against their better-off neighbors,
government administrators and police forces
emerged. The problems of Naxalism - increased incidence of crime, law and order,
and social strife – can be attributed to the social and economic depression of such regions.
The Naxalites manifested into a peasant movement, trying to mask itself as the
Communist Party of India. This movement
has led to a power struggle within the region. According to a Naxalite sympathizer,
“the outfit is certainly planning to intensify
its movement in Orissa and targeting urban areas to get mass support, particularly

among the younger generations
and students.”
These intentions
were manifested
through the use
of guerilla warfare with the aid
of peasants, who wished to eliminate their
landlords and build up resistance against the
state's police force. The resistance against
the government mushroomed into armed
action in 1968. Between 1968 and 1971,
the Orissa Government, with the help of
Andhra Pradesh Police, attempted to suppress the Naxalite movement, but was not
able to quell all acts of violence. One prominent example is the the Chitrakonda Police
Station Attack in May of 1968. The Naxalist Orissa State Coordination Committee
(OSCC) raided the Chitrakonda police station, mobilizing more than 5,000 workers
for the raid and looted the station for arms
and ammunition. This can be considered the
primary beginning of the Naxalite ideology,
and origin event spurring the acceptance of
violence within the ideology.
It is an ideology that was able to transform itself into a successful guerrilla movement, because as one analyst wrote, “the
State government never [having] a strong
policy or strategy before to counter the radical movement, which gained momentum
... in Malkangiri, a border district, in the
last one-decade, the People’s War has been
expanding their base as a potential movement.” In another example, Maoist insurgents led an attack on Malkangiri Village in
July 2008, when a landmine blast killed 17
police personnel, and exemplified why the
Naxalites might not be as prolific in their
attacks, their ability to wield such violence
remains a legitimate threat.
Although the Naxalites do not wield violence as much as they previously did, Naxalism’s influence is still prevalent in Orissa
today. Owing to the power and hold of the
Naxalism ideology and the decrepit socioeconomic conditions that still exist in Orissa,
the Indian government still feels compelled
to discredit these groups. In 2006, Indian

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh called the
Naxalites the "single biggest internal security challenge ever faced by our country.”
In June 2011, he said, "development is the
master remedy to win over people," adding
that the government was "strengthening the
development work in the 60 Maoist-affected
districts.” In 2010 the Indian government's
Home Secretary, Gopal Krishna Pillai, said
the government decided to tackle the Naxalites head-on, and take back much of the
lost areas. However, for the last half-century,
the Indian Government has repeatedly but
unsuccessfully enacted legislation aimed at
quelling this movement.
These actions have failed because statesponsored violence towards Naxalism’s adherents will not work. Much of the Indian
Government’s response has been entrenched
in increasing the resources for a violent solution. Some examples not included in the
above chart include, but are not limited to,
CoBRA (Commando Battalion for Resolute
Action), and SRE Scheme (Security Related
Expenditure). Both these actions allow the
Indian Federal Government to increase the
usage of violence in order to combat Naxalism. Yet, Naxalism derives its strength from
its potency as a sinecure to ameliorate the
depravity-laden conditions of those living
in Orissa. This is why an economic solution
must be implemented in order to successfully alleviate the economic burden placed
on people within the Red Corridor, and specifically Orissa. Based on the chart above,
only one main economic reform has been
instituted. It is imperative that the Indian
Government stops fighting Naxalites with
bullets and take the fight to economic development and reform. Putting money back
into the hands of citizens in Orrisa will delegitimize the case of Naxalites and reestablish
the superiority of the federal government. n
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War Between the Lines

The Peripheral Effects of the US-China Trade War
- Emily Russell

A

n exchange in a market is rarely
made without externalities. The unforeseen benefits and consequences
resulting from interactions between A and B
are imposed upon C. In a globalized world,
nation-states engage in exchanges and leave
a wake of externalities in their paths. Such is
the result of the emerging trade war between
the U.S. and China for the Southeast Asian
countries on the superpowers’ periphery.
Trade in Southeast Asia has long been a
source of pride and placemaking. A series of
peninsulas, straights, and deep-water ports
contribute to the region’s status as a hub of
international trade. Singapore, for example,
is geographically unique and perfectly suited
for sea-related exchanges, typically exporting goods worth over $500 billion in a given
year. Historically, ports like Malacca, Dinding, and Penang were highly-coveted destinations for colonizers who wanted access
to the region. In the post-colonial period,
reclamation of seafaring trade by now-sovereign countries was considered a victory
of independence. On land, trans-Eurasian
movement and trading along the historical Silk Road shaped the religious spheres
throughout the region. These movements
introduced Christianity, Buddhism, Taoism,
and other practices to regions far removed
from their points of origin. Asia, more specifically Southeast Asia, is thus revealed to
the rest of the world through trade. A war on
trade is a war on the region’s very identity.
The current tariff-tossing between China
and the U.S. is referred to by Beijing as the
“largest trade war in economic history.” The
world’s two largest economies, are engaged
in a high-stakes war on imports that threatens domestic and international industries
alike. The U.S.-launched initiative imposed
tariffs on Chinese industrial exports - like
handbags, rice, and railway equipment - totaling more than $250 billion. China retaliated with taxes on American exports like
coal, medical equipment, and chemicals.
Though China and the U.S. have the potential to suffer the greatest and most direct
hardships as a result of the economic sanctioning of the trade war, damages are widespread. Neighboring nations are reverberat-
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A war on trade is a war on [Southeast Asia’s]
very identity.”
ing with the consequences of the conflict.
Primary among these countries is Vietnam.
Vietnam is the 21st largest export economy in the world, trading telephones, textiles, footwear, and computers among other
products. It engages in foreign trade and
demonstrates commitment to, and compliance with, a globalized economy through its
memberships in the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the ASEAN
Free Trade Area, and the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC). China and the
United States are Vietnam’s most important
trading partners. Proverbially predestined for
shouldering the consequences of a war between them, Vietnam is the ant that suffers
when the elephants fight. In the past calendar year, thirty-five percent of Vietnamese
exported goods were sold to the superpowers, and as such, the trade war between them
incited concern over a devaluation on Vietnam’s currency and a drop in its stock market. Newspapers from Hanoi reflect greater
concern for the country’s trajectory and its
economic future with headlines identifying a
need to “cope with trade war implications.”
The trade war is thus rightfully called a
war, where Vietnam stands like a civilian
in crossfire. Structural damage incurred on
Vietnam’s economy in the warring of the
superpowers is an extension of history. The
Vietnam War, which raged for two decades
between Vietnam and the United States,
was a conflict wrought with threats and acts
of violence.
The U.S. dropped over seven million
tons of bombs in the country’s hinterland,
and by the time peace was instituted, one
million Vietnamese civilians and soldiers
lost their lives. Later, the Sino-Vietnamese
War again ravaged the country, this time pinning Vietnam against China. This decadelong conflict reinforced tensions between
the countries and took over 120,000 Vietnamese lives. Now, troops are evacuated and
peace accords are signed, but the country is

not free from the threats and demands of
the superpowers. Violence has merely shapeshifted in the contemporary war on trade.
While bombs no longer befall Vietnamese soil, structural and economic decisions
have the potential to privilege the superpowers over Vietnam and countries like it,
when reckless tariffing imposes challenges
on the nations. A bout of economic insecurity, a devaluation of currency, and a dipping
stock market are just precursors to possible
suffering of Vietnam at the hands of the
war on trade. Yet, Vietnam does not surrender itself to overtake. The country spent no
time mourning the war on trade, and instead
got to work establishing internal strength to
combat the changes. With foreign investors
fearing the stability of the Chinese market,
many were encouraged to instead develop
in Vietnam. Industrial projects are racing
into the country to secure their place in the
Southeast Asian region, now selecting Vietnam as a place of relative economic security.
Export markets, too, are looking to fill the
gaps left by Chinese and American absence
in the counter-marketplaces, expanding their
reach to be the primary provider of goods
now tariffed by the countries. With wit and
planning, Vietnam is fighting against its proverbial predestination, and could benefit,
instead, from the superpower struggle.
That the trade war can be waged at all is
indicative of increasing globalization. Foreign trade is a cause of, and perpetuated by,
the globalizing economy and is a force that
has the ability to leave both scars and healing throughout the world. Like responsible
friend-making or professional networking,
diplomacy is becoming intricate, its effects
disperse. The trade war between the U.S. and
China cannot be ignored in Vietnam, where
economic consequences of each country’s
actions are interconnected. Globalization
has linked the nation states of the world in
ways that cannot be disregarded, nor broken
apart without separation pain. n

A Down Under Dilemma

How Australia Embodies Humanity’s Inability to Prevent and
Mitigate Climate Change
- Tyler D. Coady

W

hite sandy beaches, lush rainforests, and colorful coral reefs
form the awe-inspiring coastline
of Australia’s Tropical North Queensland.
Living, breathing, and seeing such a place
injects in oneself an impetus to safeguard
it, protect it, and conserve it for future generations.
This past August, I spent three weeks in
Australia; such a long journey was only partially prompted by a lifelong desire to see a
kangaroo. In fact, my older sister, and nearly
twenty cousins of mine live in Australia.
While my previous two-week sojourn was
confined to Sydney and Melbourne, on this
trip, I saw the beaches, the rangelands, and
the waters that forge Australia’s character
and personality.
Yet, each differing locale that I visited
gave me time to think about my budding
biophilia and consumerist-oriented adventure: how can I, who traveled over 12,000
miles back and forth from Boston to Sydney
by airplane and drove the entirety of Australia’s eastern seaboard, claim to be an environmentalist who views climate change as an
existential threat to humanity? More broadly, how can people in modern, developed
societies like Australia compel themselves
to make the necessary lifestyle sacrifices pertaining to resource and material consumption to stave off the worst effects of climate
change? No country exemplifies those questions, paradoxes, and societal confines that
face humanity better than Australia.
Australia is one of the world’s most prosperous and dynamic economies; the country has not witnessed an economic recession since 1991. Financial institutions and
consulting firms have robust operations in
Sydney and Melbourne and manufacturers trade extensively with Asian, European,
and North American nations. However,
the prime driver behind Australia’s continued economic growth is its export-focused
mineral extraction industries. The Aussies
are a top-five producer of gold, iron ore,
lead, zinc, and nickel. Vociferous Chinese
demand for iron ore, which goes into steel
production, and increasing Australian mar-
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ket share of those Chinese
iron ore imports puts Australia in a stronger
financial position than other commoditydependent nations. Australia is the world’s
largest exporter of coal with 37 percent of
global exports. No city has benefited more
from this mineral-driven economic prosperity than Newcastle.
A two-hour drive north of Sydney, Newcastle is a coastal city riding a renewed coalexport boom. While fluctuations in coal
prices and exports once hollowed Newcastle out, increased Asian demand for coal in
electricity generation and steel production
has underpinned an investment boom that
is revitalizing the city. Local leaders are talking about a post-coal dependent Newcastle
economy, but it is difficult to imagine a politician, interest group, or business executive
willingly succumbing to such environmental or socially conscious pleas to scale down
coal exports, if such significant demand exists for them. This is because the economic
alternatives do not promise the same sort
of financial and societal security that come
with being the world’s largest coal exporter.
The wine production, horse breeding, and
tourist attractions of the Newcastle region

are not able to provide the wide job opportunities needed to keep Newcastle’s revitalization continuing. While the development
of renewable energy facilities holds promise in “greening” Newcastle’s power supply,
it cannot ameliorate the loss in exports if
its Port were to decrease coal shipments.
Given the choice between economic gain
and “greening” society, Newcastle will opt
for the former.
New South Wales is a state of stark contrasts, with California-like coastal beauty and
Montana-esque open land. There are rural
towns like Tamworth, where cattle and country music are king, and global cities like Sydney, where a confluence of cultures breeds
vitality. It is in this dichotomy, between
liberal urbanity and conservative ruralness,
where one can understand why the issue of
tackling climate change is so implausible.
The New South Wales countryside is experiencing a severe drought; rural towns are
losing residents, agricultural land is drying
up, mountain ranges are on fire, and farmers
are losing their way of life. Quaint country
towns like Armidale and Scone are anchored
by the success of the Australian cattle indus-
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try, a multi-billion dollar industry dependent on exporting beef to America, Japan,
and South Korea. However, the drought is
wreaking havoc on the cattle industry, as
farmer suicides and water-deprived cows are
splashed across newspaper front pages. Such
conditions are instigating political and media campaigns focused on how all Australians can chip in to help protect the way of
life of Australian cattlemen.
Where the discussion does not wade into,
about the plight of drought-stricken rural
Australia, is the environmental consequences of the cattle-dependent rural economy.
Beef production requires extensive amounts
of freshwater and grazing land, which is in
increasingly short supply in drought-ridden
New South Wales. Furthermore, the average
carbon dioxide emissions from 100 grams
of beef production is 1,600 grams, which
far outpaces poultry and fish production. A
New York Times article noted that 14 percent of carbon emissions can be attributed
to livestock, making it a significant contributor to climate change. Despite the obvious
repercussions of cattle production for planetary health, it is neither politically feasible
nor socially appropriate to usher in or wish
for the demise of such cattle production. The
emotional outpouring of support for farmers
exemplifies how neither environmentallyconscious Sydneysiders nor climate-concerned politicians could successfully frame
rural Australia’s most vital economic sector as a grave threat to rural Australia. It is
both difficult and hypocritical for urbanites
to claim the moral high ground needed to
portray the rural economy as ecologically
disastrous, as the consumerist-oriented, beefeating ethos that reigns supreme in Sydney,
Melbourne, and in all cities is buttressed and
abetted by the economic practices of Australian farmers. As these farmers continue to
suffer, pleas for the rescue of their way of life
will intensify, stymieing any potential efforts
to forge a less carbon-intensive consumerist
ethos that would mitigate climate change
and transform rural Australia.
Over the summer, Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull, of the conservative
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Liberal Party, proposed the passage of the
National Energy Guarantee (NEG), which
would curb carbon emissions and lower energy prices. This legislation is borne from
growing concern about climate change and
what it means for the health of the Great
Barrier Reef, the Outback, and Australia’s
immense ecological diversity. Previous Australian leaders have attempted to pass similarly modest energy and climate legislation,
and each time, the contours of the resulting
political fracas are shaped by climate skepticism, bickering partisanship, and entrenched
interest group influence.
In the country’s most widely-read newspapers, like the Australian, Herald-Sun,
and Daily Telegraph, climate change skeptics’ columns are given more prominence
than facts-based reporting. On television
networks like Sky News Australia, coal-industry backers are given free rein to spout
off untruths about carbon emissions. A media climate that fosters distrust of scientific
truths and the necessity to mitigate climate
change traces its origins to the United States,
where the media baron Rupert Murdoch’s
Fox News and Wall Street Journal long dabbled in encouraging such uncertainty and
falsehoods; it is no coincidence that the
Australian-born Murdoch owns the previously mentioned Australian media outlets.
This media climate dictates the boundaries
of the political debate, as legislators opposed
to the NEG and skeptical of climate change
are given the credence and creative space to
frame the legislation as a threat to the Australian economy.
During two weeks in August, as I trekked
from one beach town to another, passage
of the NEG was derailed, as more conservative and fossil fuel industry-supportive
Liberal Party members scuttled it. Then,
a rebellious faction of those conservatives
mounted a parliamentary leadership challenge to Turnbull, and on August 24, after
numerous confidence votes and much intraparty backstabbing, Scott Morrison became
Prime Minister. This exposed the vulnerability of center-right governments on climate policy, as they are unable to ward off

concerns from the right and big business
that acting on climate change would not
yield steep costs and economic uncertainty.
Beyond the trickery it poses for the Liberal
Party, it is indicative of the toothlessness
of center-left governments like the Labour
Party to enact climate-oriented legislation,
as their environmentally-oriented pleas fail
to cajole consumerism-fixated people into
taking political and lifestyle action against
a slow-moving climate disaster.
The inability of Australian political, economic, and societal leaders to enact forwardthinking policy that curbs carbon emissions
and creates economic alternatives to fossil
fuel extraction is not confined to Down Under. Right-leaning, oil-dependent Canadian
provinces are pushing back against Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau’s carbon pricing
scheme; newly-elected Brazilian leader Jair
Bolsonaro is fervently backed by an agribusiness lobby that favors clearing Amazonian
rainforest; and Germany, despite spending
more than $222 billion on renewable energy
subsidies since 2000, has seen no decrease,
and actually a slight increase, in carbon
emissions. Western consumerist societies
are not willing to sacrifice the fossil fuelenabled luxuries we live our lives around.
Economic alternatives to fossil fuel extraction do not exist in many places; long-held
reverence for the rural way of life induces
sympathy, not scorn, for farmers and energyintensive agriculture; and decades-long fossil fuel industry-financed distrust of climate
science, environmentalism, and government
intervention saps the inability of governing parties to quell critics of climate policy. What this means is that only when the
Great Barrier Reef is totally bleached, only
when the Outback becomes totally desolate
and deprived of rain, and do Sydney, Melbourne, and Brisbane become inundated by
rising seas, will Australia, and the rest of the
developed world, feel compelled to take urgent action to mitigate climate change. And
at that point, it will be too late. n

Trouble in Paradise

Political Tension and Tourism in Fiji
-Samuel Rosenblum

A

sk anyone on the street what country they would consider a perfect
tropical paradise: Fiji is almost guaranteed to come up, and for good reason.
Made up of 330 tropical islands in the South
Pacific about 1,300 miles (2,000 kilometers)
north of New Zealand’s North Island, the
Republic of Fiji is a paradise for travelers
from all around the world. Tourism is Fiji’s
biggest source of foreign currency and is
the main driver of economic growth in the
country. Nearly 90 thousand visitors traveled to the Fiji Islands in August 2018, a
7.7 percent increase from last August; the
trend points to more and more tourists in
the coming years. Even though the gentle
tides of the South Pacific turn in favor of
continued growth for the Fiji Islands, there
are still government-based issues that the
country needs to move past in order to see
continued growth and avoid facing potential
economic turbulence from impacts to their
vibrant tourism industry.
Until 1970, Fiji was a colony of the British Empire. Post-independence, Fiji’s population was made up of a mix of native Fijian
peoples and Indo-Fijians, the descendants
of indentured servants from the Indian subcontinent brought by the UK to work on
the islands. This sectarian divide extended to the government as well, and in 1987,
Fiji saw two military coups caused by fears
among native Fijians that Indo-Fijians held
too much power in the government. The
same happened in 2000 and in reverse in
2006. The country’s leader after the 2006
coup was Frank Bainimarama, an Indo-Fijian who pushed to end what he perceived
to be racism in the country. Bainimarama
has accused chiefs in small villages spread
throughout the islands of stirring up ethnic
tensions within the country and causing the
political instability that has rocked Fiji since
its independence. When the first post-coup
elections were held in Fiji in 2014, Bainimarama’s new political party, FijiFirst, won
the elections with a landslide 59 percent of
the vote and Bainimarama was declared the
legitimately-elected Prime Minister of Fiji.
Since the 2014 election, Bainimarama
has tried to promote the idea that Fiji is free
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of ethnic divisions, going as far as to evoke
Nelson Mandela in promoting the unity
of the Fijian people at the United Nations.
However, since that election, the government has still been dogged by accusations
from ethnic Fijians and political opponents
of discrimination and persecution. In addition, a recent Amnesty International report
has revealed that “there have been a series of
allegations pertaining to police brutality and
the torture of detained persons” which has
mainly included political opponents to the
current regime. While Bainimarama claims
that he has united his countrymen around
him and his government and that Fiji is a
peaceful country, the reality is that Fiji is
slowly becoming more repressive towards
its own citizens, and this will undoubtedly
have an impact on its outside image.
One of the sectors of Fiji’s economy most
poised to lose business if there is further
instability and repression is the tourism industry. With unstable and accusation-ridden
governments comes wary tourists who are
less willing to spend money in and travel
to the country. But tourism is vital to the
Fijian economy since more tourist money
leads to more spending across many different sectors in order to support that industry.
So, if fewer tourists visit, less money will be
spent overall. In 2007, immediately after the

last coup, Fiji’s economy took a serious hit.
Foreign governments put travel warnings
on Fiji, leading tourists to travel to other
countries for their holiday. As a result, hotel
employees had to be laid off and businesses
that supply the hotels on the islands saw
their revenues impacted. In general, tourists
from Western countries avoid visiting and
spending money in countries with seemingly
repressive governments. The interdependent
nature of the Fijian economy in relation to
tourism means that if tourism takes a hit,
the whole country takes a hit, and if there
is continued political instability in Fiji, the
tourism sector is poised to lose business, just
as it did in 2007.
However, unlike previous periods, tourists from China have been visiting the country in increasing numbers over the last few
years. This brings along more business, but
it also brings along increased Chinese government attention, and some have already
accused Bainimarama of bowing to Chinese
interests, potentially as an expansion of the
Belt and Road Initiative. This backing provides some fallback for the Fijian government in case of international pressure, but is
not enough to keep up the current number
of visitors that come to the country.
With an election scheduled for November 14th, 2018, the future of Fiji is still very
much up for the deciding. The islands have
much potential to become one of the hottest destinations in the region, and the Fijian people are renowned as being among
the friendliest in the world. From my personal experience, they are extremely warm
and welcoming to outside visitors and are
eager to show off their rich cultural heritage,
lush jungles, and silky blue waters. In order
to avoid a repeat of the past, reconciliation
between rivals should be a top priority of the
new government in order to make the country as a whole more stable and inviting to
tourists and to ensure continuing economic
growth on the beautiful Fiji Islands. n

ASIA-PACIFIC // 19

The Climate of Immigration Politics Across
Europe
- Europe Region Contributing Authors

I

n 2018, the refugee crisis that dominated headlines in Europe in recent years has somewhat abated.
Most countries witnessed significant drops in applications for asylum since 2017, but to say that the
crisis has been solved is far from the truth. A significant number of migrants remain unregistered,
integrating migrant families into their new communities has been painfully slow, and countries like
Hungary and Poland continue to butt heads with the EU on immigration policy. The Michigan Journal
of International Affairs’ contributing authors for Europe examine the political climate and policies of
some of the key European players in the continent’s immigration debate to provide an accurate picture
of the current landscape.

Albania
-Anna Haynes
With borders closing and walls growing
higher across Eastern Europe, many refugees
have turned to Albania as the next gateway to
the European Union. Until 2018, the small
country remained insulated from the migration flows seen in neighboring Balkan states
in part due to its mountainous geography and
struggling economy. However, it is the government’s explicitly inhospitable migration
policies that have made the biggest impact
in impeding migration flows.
Both major parties in Albanian politics
have voiced clear opposition to accepting
migrants regardless of international pressures.
After rumors in 2016 suggested that Albanian
Prime Minister Edi Rama may negotiate a settlement deal with the European Union, both
parties expressed vehement disagreement; the
center-right opposition party even released
a statement accusing Rama of trying to “accept 600,000 Syrian former ISIS terrorists”.
Despite a bilateral agreement with Montenegro to readmit migrants who illegally cross
their shared border, Albanian officials have
demanded proof that the migrants passed
through their country—a nearly impossible
request used to shirk their duties under this
agreement.
However, this policy of hard borders may
no longer serve Albania’s interests as a bid
for EU membership grows more promising.
For the small Balkan state that has struggled
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for years to improve economic conditions
while mitigating crime and corruption, accession to the EU could prove pivotal in ending decades of slow rehabilitation. As more
EU hopefuls close their borders across the
region, the influx of migrants puts Albania
in a bind, forced to balance strict migration
policies against the pressure of an increasingly desperate European Union.

Germany
- Daniel Evans
Since the announcement of its open border policy in 2015, Germany has accepted
more than 1.4 million applications for asylum, the most of any EU country. In recent
months, however, the influx of asylum seekers has dropped considerably, as 73 percent
fewer refugees entered Germany in 2017 from
the year prior. The actual crisis over immigration into the country may have died down
from its peak, but political divisions over immigration still linger, as seen in the rise of the
anti-immigrant Alternative für Deutschland
(AfD) party and a surge in right wing protests
like the one in Chemnitz this August.
Tensions over immigration reached a boiling point in the highest levels of the German
government this past summer when Angela
Merkel and Horst Seehofer, the leader of the
Christian Social Union (CSU) and a key coalitional ally of Merkel’s, battled over the future of German immigration policy. Seehofer
proposed rejecting all migrants already reg-

istered in another country before they even
entered Germany and establishing transit
centers along the southern border to house
migrants. Merkel disagreed with Seehofer’s
unilateral approach to the question of immigration and favored seeking an EU-wide
agreement first. Their quarrel nearly toppled
Merkel’s governing coalition, but was saved
by a last-minute compromise in which the
parties agreed to refrain from unilateral action but speed up the deportation of people
who applied for asylum in another country.
Seehofer’s nationwide plan for transit centers
was scuttled, but the state of Bavaria established “anchor centers” that house 1,000 to
1,500 migrants as their applications are processed by on-site government agents. Several
NGOs have criticized the centers for further
isolating refugees.
A national “Willkommenskultur” appears
to be a thing of the past in Germany, but
the country remains interested in working
towards a multilateral EU solution. Flanked
by increases in popularity on both her right
(AfD) and left (Greens), Angela Merkel has
been threading a fine needle on immigration
policy and using level-headed pragmatism to
seek out areas for compromise.

Greece
- Brooke Bacigal
Serving as a gateway-state to the rest of
the European Union, Greece is a key player
in shaping immigration policy for the entire

European continent. Formerly known for
large-scale emigration, Greece now struggles
to keep pace with the persistent influx of
people through its extensive coastline and
traversable borders. Having two major crises
in a row: financial and refugee; the country
was inundated with people without the necessary infrastructure to manage such influxes.
This is evidenced by profound structural inefficiencies, mounting asylum applications,
inadequate detention facilities, and incredibly porous borders.
Of the facilities that were available, most
rapidly deteriorated, and under persistent
economic constraints Greek authorities were
unwilling or unable to provide dignified and
sanitary lodging for migrants and refugees
waiting to be processed. Such appalling living conditions sparked an amendment to
the Dublin II Regulation, an EU regulation
that had previously served to ensure that
refugees who had traveled illegally to third
party states for resettlement, be returned to
the country of first contact which is responsible for reviewing their asylum applications.
Greece, a common entry point for refugees
and migrants from Turkey and many African
nations, disproportionately bore the brunt
of the policy, and the consequent inadequacies were made evident to the rest of Europe.
Norway, Sweden and Belgium expressed concern and ultimately issued court decisions
concluding that returning asylum applicants
to Greece, even if it was the formal country
of first contact, meant exposing refugees to
“inhuman and degrading treatment”. The
amendment proposed by Greek authorities
in response lifted some pressure off of Greece
for accommodating so many asylum seekers
and ensured refugees wouldn’t be returned to
countries with inadequate ability to provide
basic rights and needs.
Soon after, the EU signed on to a deal
with Turkey that would reduce the number
of refugees and migrants in Greece. The deal
agreed to a resettlement scheme where for every Syrian refugee returned to Turkey from
Greece, a Syrian refugee currently residing in
Turkey would be resettled elsewhere in the
European Union. After the complete closure
of borders in the Balkans and elsewhere in
Europe, illegally residing in Greece, or waiting in Turkey have become the two primary
options for many refugees and migrants. Yet
in Greece the walls, both physical and rhetorical, only grow higher.

Hungary

Italy

-Jack Wroldsen

-Konrat Pekkip

Hungary heads the anti-refugee movement in Europe, sharply contrasting many
European leaders’ statements and policies.
Responding to European Union criticism,
Hungarian Foreign Minister Peter Szijjarto
claimed immigration “is not a human right”
in October 2018, and indeed, Hungary’s
immigration policy reflects this sentiment.
Prime Minister Victor Orbán has led the Eastern European opposition to EU quotas to
distribute migrants since 2015. In addition
to being the first European country to erect
barbed wire fences along its borders, Hungary
also stopped food distribution for rejected
asylum seekers housed in transit zones on
the Serbian border, a policy aimed to deter migrants from passing through the nation or seeking asylum. In the same month,
June 2018, the Hungarian National Assembly
passed the “Stop Soros” law, criminalizing
individuals or groups helping an illegal immigrant claim asylum. Orbán’s Fidesz party was
re-elected in a landslide in April, campaigning against American billionaire George Soros and his associated NGOs, groups which
Orbán believes encouraged mass immigration to Europe to undermine the continent.
As is to be expected, these policies are
greatly limiting the number of people who
are being granted asylum in Hungary. While
29,432 migrants applied for asylum in 2016,
it collapsed to 3,397 in 2017, a total decrease
of 88 percent. The decline continues with
only 280 asylum applications in the first
quarter of 2018.
In response to Hungary’s decisions and
policies, the European Commission referred
Hungary to the EU Court of Justice in May
“for non-compliance of its asylum and return
legislation with EU law.” The Council of Europe and the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe criticized the “Stop
Soros” law as “arbitrary” and contradictory
to existing European Union law. With nonadherence to international law and an obvious disregard for ethical and legal standards,
Hungary has sent a clear message to those
seeking to enter its borders—don’t.

For a long time, Italy and Greece were
seen as the losers of the immigration deal
the EU member-states agreed on when they
passed the Dublin Regulations. Although
deeply disadvantaged by the policy, the Italian government for a long time complied
with the policy that had led to several crises.
The Italian island of Lampedusa has since
the early 2000s notoriously become a symbol of the failure of the European immigration system, with thousands of refugees and
migrants arriving every year, and the Italian
state failing to fulfill very basic needs of those
arriving on the island.
However, after the elections earlier this
year, the new Italian government initiated
a shift in policy. The government began deporting undocumented immigrants at an
unprecedented rate, and those refugees that
are waiting for the decision in their asylum
case are now being forced to perform unpaid community service. In addition, the
Italian government decided to not take in
refugees rescued by non-governmental organizations such as Lifeline e.V., albeit being
legally required to do so, leading to a major
diplomatic crisis in Europe this past summer. Interior Minister Matteo Salvini, the
mastermind behind Italy’s new migration
policies, has also proposed a set of policies
that allow the Italian government to revoke
citizenships, vastly reduce the number of
positive decisions in asylum cases and restrict
overall immigrants’ rights.
Thanks to the Cinque Stelle-Lega coalition, the notion of Europe as a safe-haven of
human rights and dignity has crumbled over
the past year. Instead of going out of their
way to save human lives and helping to end
the many humanitarian crises in Syria, Yemen
and elsewhere, the Italian government chose
to break EU law in order to keep non-governmental organizations from saving lives in
the Mediterranean Sea. After years of chaos,
Italy now has a consistent policy towards
migration, but at what cost? Italy continues
to isolate itself from its European partners,
and rejecting constructive cooperation in the
migration policy certainly will not help.
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Sweden

Turkey

-Benji Mazin

- Selin Levi

In 2014, Swedish Prime Minister Fredrik
Reinfeldt famously urged Swedes to “open
their hearts” to refugees. The following year
Sweden welcomed 163,000 by granting them
asylum. Often considered the most advanced
welfare state in Europe, Sweden’s high quality of life and hospitality towards refugees
attracted vast numbers. With a population
of just 10 million people, Sweden became
the European country that took in the most
refugees per capita.
The refugee influx has challenged social
services and produced political instability.
By the end of 2015, the Green Party minister of Energy and Deputy Prime Minister
in the governing left wing coalition had to
announce, with tears in her eyes, that Sweden would have to strongly limit the number of refugees it was taking. Furthermore,
in 2016, Sweden implemented a temporary
law that made family reunification far more
challenging.
But this was not enough to stop rising anti-immigrant sentiment which was being fueled by a series of high profile cases involving
immigrants. In 2016, Turkish born Mehmet
Kaplan had to resign as housing minister for
his links with some Islamist organizations.
The Sweden Democrats, an anti-immigration
party with roots in Sweden’s fascist movements, capitalized on growing discontent. In
the September 2018 election, they received
17.53 percent of the votes. While they were
expected to do even better, it was a substantial result, especially considering than in 2010
they only received 5.7 percent of the vote.
The party has tried to appear more moderate in recent times; however, founding party
leaders were active in white supremacy groups
in the late 1980s. Amongst their objectives
is Sweden’s exit from the European Union.
Still, Sweden remains a progressive, tolerant and open society that in many aspects
serves as an example to the rest of Europe.
That is precisely why it is so worrying that
the far-right has been able to expand its tentacles in Sweden.

Historically, Turkey has been a country
of emigration, with large numbers of Turkish citizens migrating throughout Western
Europe in search of financial and political
stability for much of the latter part of the
20th century. However, since the breakout
of the Syrian War and the resulting refugee
crisis, Turkey has come to the forefront in
international discussions of immigration,
specifically in its role in granting asylum to
refugees. It is estimated that about 3.5 million Syrian refugees currently live throughout the country, but the provinces along the
southwestern border, such as anlıurfa, Kilis,
and Hatay, and the city of Istanbul house the
majority of refugees in Turkey.
Despite political turmoil and instability,
one thing is clear: the Turkish government
has been particularly progressive in its immigration policies. It is impossible to ignore
the sheer numbers the longevity with which
Turkey has been accepting refugees; it has surpassed other nations by far and hosts the largest refugee population in the world. While
the government has maintained a relatively
progressive stance on refugees and immigration, there have been growing tensions and
xenophobic sentiments by the Turkish public
towards refugees, across all groups in Turkish society. In Turkey’s June 2018 elections,
the issue of Syrian refugees became central
to the rhetoric of all candidates; opposition
candidates aimed to capitalize on anti-Syrian
sentiment by pledging to ensure the return of
all refugees to Syria. President Erdogan has
also been persistent in reassuring Turks that
current Turkish military operations in Northern Syria will facilitate a Syrian peace, thus
leading to the return of Syrians back to Syria.
Overall, while the international conversation has largely focused on Turkey’s general
immigration policy, the growing political and
social tensions at play in Turkey have largely
gone ignored. Turkish government officials
and the public alike have not considered that
many Syrians in Turkey intend to stay. In the
face of continuing political instability in Turkey, it is imperative that our conversations
on immigration policy turn to addressing its
implications and consequences. n
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If the crown fits…

Is European monarchy under attack by rising nationalism and
populism?
- Jack Wroldsen

T

o many, the Europe the world once
knew is collapsing. With Angela
Merkel’s decision to step down as
leader of the German Christian Democratic
Union (CDU) in December, the old-world
order of democracy and liberalism is replaced with increasingly authoritarian and
nationalistic governments in Hungary and
Poland. Indeed, across the continent populism and nationalism seem to be taking hold;
formed just five years ago, the far-right Alternative für Deutschland (AfD) party in Germany entered parliament in 2017, capturing
12.6 percent of the vote, and in Italy Lega
Nord (League) finished with 17.4 percent.
However, hiding in the backdrop of Europe’s changing political landscape is perhaps its oldest institution: monarchy. Despite the abolition of many European monarchies since the end of the First World War,
twelve remain. Seven of them – Belgium,
Denmark, Luxembourg, the Netherlands,
Spain, Sweden, and the United Kingdom –
are members of the European Union.
In the face of political upheaval, are Europe’s remaining monarchies under siege?
Can one expect, with the attack on the political establishment, for monarchies to be
attacked as well? In short, no. European
monarchies are here to stay for the time being. While one would assume monarchies
would be threatened by populist nationalism
due to their position in the established political structure and liberal-leaning tendencies, their role as a bastion of stability and
unifying force confirm their collapse will
not be at the hands of the far-right
In Europe, populism and nationalism
have risen in opposition to the political establishment following financial and migrant
crises. While ill-defined and lacking consistency in usage, these trends stem from
concerns over globalization and, more importantly, a dilution of national identity in
the face of rising immigration. Adherents
to these philosophies in Europe argue for
greater isolationism and protectionism in
all areas, including the economy and immigration, and promote traditional, national values and ideals. Usually, these policies

Monarchies continue to have potency, if
not power, in their respective countries, and
nationalism and populism will not weaken their
position.”
contrast with those of the current government, and populist nationalists seek to use
the current system to achieve their goals.
European monarchs are part of that current system. British journalist Henry Fairlie
described the monarchy as included in the
political establishment. To him, the establishment comprised of “the whole matrix
of official and social relations within which
power is exercised,” and power in British
government and in the monarchies of Europe ultimately, either in ceremony or in
practice, rests with the monarch. Indeed,
the monarch represents the political institutions and practices which created the current system of globalization and the interconnectedness of the world. Furthermore,
monarchs use their establishment-base to
support policies contradictory to those of
the far-right and nationalists; British Prince
Charles, for instance, actively advocates for
environmental regulation, and when Former Dutch Queen Beatrix visited mosques
in Oman in 2013 and was disparaged for
wearing a headscarf, she described the criticism as “nonsense.” Even Queen Elizabeth
II, dubbed “Elizabeth the Silent” for refusing to discuss politics, was revealed by former Prime Minister David Cameron to have
“purred down the line” at the results of the
Scottish referendum. Nationalists would, on
principle and policy, side against monarchy.
Despite this, monarchy will not fall to the
hands of populist nationalism. Monarchies
continue to have potency, if not power, in
their respective countries, and nationalism
and populism will not weaken their position. Monarchs represent a visible public
spokesperson for the national identity and
reflect changes to this identity, providing
unity through difficult, changing times.
The monarchies of Norway, Belgium, Swe-

den, Denmark, and the United Kingdom
removed Salic law from their codes of dynastic succession, eliminating preference based
on gender in the line of succession and representing ideals of gender equality. In the
Netherlands, the royal family represents a
unifying force in a time when national identity is in flux due to rising nationalism; Argentinian-born Queen Máxima and the family as a whole are particularly popular among
ethnic minorities. In the Netherlands, the
royals achieve a consistent 85 percent approval rating amongst the population. The
percentage of the British population which
wish to abolish the monarchy has hovered
at 18 percent for more than one-hundred
years, representing one of the most consistent trends ever. And, post-Brexit, 52 percent of Brits consider the monarchy a force
of unity, and only 16 percent consider it a
force of division.
In nations with declining support for the
royal family, the unifying power of the monarch still persists. In 2010, after being rocked
by scandals and following the marriage of
then-Crown Princess Victoria and her former personal trainer Daniel Westling, the
number of Swedes who disapproved of the
monarchy soared from 10 percent in 1996 to
25 percent in 2010, a 15 percent difference.
However, the royal family’s support dwindled from their 1996 high of 69 percent to
just 40 percent, according to the same poll,
representing a 29 percent jump. Support
for the royal family is declining faster than
support for the monarchy as an institution,
meaning Swedes are more affected by negative attitudes of the current situation than
the actual structure. The monarchy is still
loved in Sweden; it is only its monarchs’
Continued on page 40
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The Tricky Politics of a Dictator’s Bones
-Benji Mazin

G

eneral Franco, the fascist dictator
who ruled Spain from 1939 until
his death in 1975, has returned to
the forefront of the Spanish national debate.
Shortly after coming to power as Prime Minister in June, Pedro Sanchez announced that
he and his Socialist Party would pursue the
exhumation of Franco. In September, Sanchez formally decided to exhume Franco’s
bones from the Valley of the Fallen mausoleum in which they are currently buried.
However, political parties to the right of
center have accused Mr. Sanchez of re-opening the wounds of the past for his own electoral gain. At its core, the controversy raises
deeper questions on how countries should
deal with issues of memory, victims’ dignity, and national reconciliation. Mr. Sanchez’s opportunistic attempt to exhume the
bones lends itself to exacerbate the polarity
between the Spanish Left and Right, which
divides the country more than opening a
path towards reconciliation.
After his death in 1975, Franco was buried in a cemetery he built known as the Valley of the Fallen. It is a massive structure
located 30 miles away from the center of Madrid, characterized by its gigantic 492-foot
tall cross. Franco forced political prisoners to
work on its construction, which adds to the
Valley’s controversial nature. The structure
was originally branded by the regime as a
place of national reconciliation, and to that
end, Franco ordered the bones of casualties
from both sides of the 1936-39 Spanish Civil
War to be transported to the cemetery. Those
that support the exhumation argue that it is
an insult to the memory of those killed by
Franco’s forces that they should be buried
next to the dictator. For Pablo Iglesias, leader
of the populist leftwing party Podemos, the
third largest in the Spanish parliament, the
exhumation is a matter of protecting “the
dignity of those that were killed, tortured,
and imprisoned in fighting for democracy.”
Ideas like those of Mr. Iglesias influenced
the controversial, Socialist-passed Historical
Memory Law of 2007. It included provisions
such as the removal of Francoist symbols
and streets signs or state support for the
search of the missing bodies of Francoist
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victims. However, opponents like the conservative Popular Party argued that it would
divide Spanish society and undermine the
success of the famous Spanish transition to
democracy.
The period after Franco’s death in 1975
saw representatives of the civil war’s two
sides agree upon a constitution that turned
Spain into a modern democratic country.
Furthermore, the parties agreed to an amnesty law that prevented all those accused
of political crimes, like Francoists and separatist Basque terrorists, during the civil war
and dictatorship from being prosecuted in
the new democracy. While the law prevented
the prosecution of Francoism, it declared a
fresh start that would direct Spain towards
the future instead of focusing on the wounds
from the past. The period since the transition has undoubtedly been the most successful in the history of Spain, marked by
economic growth and the establishment of
a liberal democracy.
The creation of a free democracy and the
passage of time have done much to heal the
wounds from the civil war and dictatorship.
Contemporary Spanish politicians should
not risk re-opening them by utilizing the issue of Franco’s remains for their own political advantage. That is why the way that the
current government’s political opportunism
on the issue of exhumation is wrong. Mr.
Sanchez governs with a minority of 84 seats
out of 350 in parliament, and his Socialist
Party is second in terms of representation.
The resolution to approve the exhumation
passed with only about half of parliamentary support. Sanchez, whose shaky government relies on Catalan-separatist parties’
support, has to be ready to contest an election at any time. The exhumation of Franco
provides him with something to present to
the left-wing electorate that also supported
the exhumation. Other left-leaning groups
such as Podemos often view Spanish politics through the lens of the civil war, seeing
exhumation as an opportunity for revenge.
The risk from Sanchez’s move is that it
emboldens the far-right party Vox, which is
advised by Steve Bannon. It has picked up
a lot of attention in the last few months,

and is rising in the polls. Unlike other farright parties around Europe, it focuses less
on immigration and more on nationalism.
It has vowed to fight against the Historical
Memory Law and has opposed the exhumation of the dictator. In October, it managed
to hold a ten-thousand-person rally in a stadium in Madrid. Vox’s rise is already forcing the mainstream right of center parties
to pivot to the right. Nonetheless, unlike
so many other EU countries, Spain has so
far resisted the rise of the far right, which
currently has no representation in the national parliament. By politicizing the exhumation, the government has risked radicalizing some right-wing segments by moving
them to adopt fringe positions.
To make matters even more delicate,
the family of the dictator, which will decide what is done with the bones after they
are exhumed, has threatened to move them
to the crypt of the Almudena Cathedral,
the most important Cathedral in Madrid.
Since the family owns a tomb there, they
claim they have the right to bury the dictator in the crypt. The Left has interpreted
this as a provocation by the Franco family.
If Franco’s remains end up in the Almudena
Cathedral, the remedy would end up being
worse than the disease. The few fascist nostalgics that still support Franco would no
longer have to travel 30 miles outside Madrid to pay tribute to the dictator. Instead,
they would be able to visit his tomb in the
middle of the capital.
In a country with such a history of confrontation, the government’s current policy
leads to a slippery slope. A better strategy
would have been to seek consensus. It is
completely legitimate to pursue the exhumation, but instead of announcing that
he would do so unilaterally, Mr. Sanchez
should have called for a parliamentary committee to resolve the issue. An effort should
have been made to bring along the parties
of the Right, especially Ciudadanos, a moderate party that might have supported the
policy under different circumstances. Since
the exhumation is in itself a symbolic act,
it has been a mistake to carry it out under a
spirit of confrontation. n

A Balancing Act

Lessons Learned from the Swiss Political Model
-Daniel Evans

T

he ballots are in; the debate is over.
Switzerland defended its position as
the best country in the world, according to the U.S. News & World Report’s
2018 “Best Countries” report. As frivolous
as such an award may sound, the country’s
performance in the underlying metrics that
inform U.S. News’ rankings are serious accomplishments deserving of praise. The
small alpine nation leads the world in innovation, boasts a 2.6 percent unemployment
rate, a median income of $75,000, and sits
at number six in quality of life. Evidently,
Switzerland has stumbled onto a formula
for success.
Switzerland did not always dominate
world rankings, though. For much of its
history, the country existed as a loose organization of poor, landlocked, independent
territories rather than a unified nation in
the traditional sense. Today, Switzerland is
composed of 26 cantons which are roughly
equivalent to states, making for an incredibly diverse nation given their own unique
histories and cultures. The Swiss speak four
different national languages: German (65%),
French (23%), Italian (8%), and Romansh
(1%). They are split between two rival religious affiliations, Protestants and Catholics,
as well as between the wealthy urban socioeconomic class and the poorer rural and alpine farmers. Understanding Switzerland’s
success requires taking a closer look at the
way in which their political model bound
the cantons of Switzerland together and fostered coexistence among its multicultural
population.
The Swiss federalist system distributes
political power among three levels of government: the federation, the canton, and
the commune. Unlike in the United States,
the federal government relies on the cantons
to execute its policies, as it does not have
its own administrative agencies capable of
implementing programs. Most taxation also
occurs at the cantonal level with cantons
overseeing two-thirds of total government
finances and personnel. Such dependence
on the cantons encourages federal lawmakers
to seek consensus, because a divisive piece of
legislation could face resistance in its execu-
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tion. Devolving power to local governments
has also resulted in greater efficiency in carrying out tasks along with fewer bureaucratic
hurdles. Though Swiss public services are of
a high quality, their government expenditures rank among the lowest of the OECD
countries. From the standpoint of individual
citizens, federalism provides services more
tailored to their unique socioeconomic and
geographic needs and often allows political
minorities to become majority decision makers within their canton.
Consensus governing, as seen in federal-cantonal interactions, continues at the
federal level as well, where it works hand
in hand with proportional representation.
Switzerland’s Federal Council is a sevenmember executive head of government with
seats distributed proportionally to representatives of cantons and linguistic groups. The
Swiss presidency, an office with very little
power, then rotates among these seven members each year with the others chairing one
of the seven executive departments. This
structure hedges against dominance from
any one group of cantons or linguistic factions and avoids the winner-takes-all style
of majoritarian politics that often breeds
resentment within multi-cultural countries.
A small, diverse Federal Council encourages
consensus governing to accommodate all

groups’ interests, because no one side can act
unilaterally to benefit themselves. Additionally, the less power granted to a position like
the presidency, the less profitable it becomes
to fight over who gets to control it, as the
various parts of the country find themselves
better served by investing in cantonal affairs.
None of the praises of Switzerland’s successes should be taken to mean that its federalist model is a flawless system. It isn’t. As
the world around Switzerland grows increasingly interconnected, for example, consensus governing across various levels of government tends to favor a conservative approach
to global affairs. Before finally joining the
United Nations in 2002, Switzerland and
the Vatican were the only abstaining countries. Additionally, given the considerable
autonomy bestowed upon cantons, social
norms can be slow to adapt, as evidenced by
the embarrassing case of Appenzell taking
until 1991 to grant women suffrage. Every
system will have its drawbacks, and in Switzerland’s case it sacrifices speed of change
in return for a smoother coexistence among
a diverse populace. Whether that is a trade
worth making depends on the country in
question.
Cultivating a greater understanding of
Continued on page 41
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In Germany, the SPD’s Focus on the Past is
Causing a Crisis in the Present
- Konrat Pekkip

T

he Social Democratic Party of Germany (SPD) was long seen as one of
the world’s most influential socialist
parties. They have always prided themselves
on having a long history of championing the
cause of the weak. It was the SPD’s consistent pressure on the German government
that played a significant role in the creation
of the world’s first social security program
in 1881, and in the 1930s, only the SPD
voted against the law that ultimately allowed
Hitler to have unrestricted powers. Even
long after World War II, the story of the
SPD was a story of success, with Chancellor Willy Brandt winning the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1971.
However, since then, the influence and
success of the SPD have been consistently
deteriorating. Roughly a year after receiving the lowest share of votes ever in a federal election, 20 percent in 2017, the SPD
recently dropped down to nine percent in
the elections to the state legislature of Bavaria, losing the status of the second-strongest party to the Greens. What happened?
Well, nothing happened, which is the very
problem. Today’s SPD still fundamentally
works in the same ways it used to work in
the 20th century, but the world around it has
since changed in many different ways. This
is particularly upsetting to the younger generations of Social Democrats, as the current
status of the party discourages young people
from getting involved and thus continually
puts the SPD at a disadvantage.
For instance, the Social Democrats have
yet to adapt to the realities of the 21st century in the field of identity politics. Women,
for example, are underrepresented in the
party. While the other leftist parties in the
German parliament, the Greens and the Left,
have more women than men representing
their parties in the Bundestag, only a little
more than 40 percent of the Social Democratic parliamentarians are women. Further,
while the Greens have been co-chaired jointly by women and men since their founding,
the SPD appointed Andrea Nahles as their
first female head of the party as late as 2017.
The SPD also lacks representation of people of color. Whereas both the Left (Sahra
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Wagenknecht) and the Greens (Cem Özdemir) have people of color as faction or party leaders, the SPD has never been chaired
by a non-white person, and their members
of the federal cabinet have also never been
people of color. The party elites, especially
in the years of #metoo and #metoo, seem
to not realize the potential gains that could
come with diversifying the party. If they
took a look at the Democrats in the U.S.,
they would realize that all over the country,
young, female politicians of color mobilized
young voters and won primaries over their
male, white counterparts. Representation increasingly matters to young voters, and the
lack of initiative by the Social Democrats
on this front is deterring this generation.
However, the antiquated character of the
SPD spans far beyond just identity politics and includes their policies on climate
change as well. Back in the 20th century, environmentalism was not on many people’s
minds and certainly was not the main concern of the SPD’s core constituency of coal
miners and manufacturing workers. Today,
more and more jobs are being outsourced
overseas, resulting in a shrinking traditional
working class. A lot of the people that do
still work in those sectors are turning to the
right-wing populist AfD which promises easy
solutions to the problems workers are facing, partly due to the neoliberal policies of
past SPD governments.
Today’s potential SPD voters, namely
young educated people, care deeply about
the environment, as their generation will
most likely be among the first ones to suffer
directly from the consequences of climate
change. The focus of the Social Democrats
on targeting people working in heavy industries prevents them from taking on issues
of climate change which is further isolating them from younger voters. Failing to
address those concerns, the SPD instead
presents itself as an advocate for fossil fuels
partnering with companies like Volkswagen
and energy suppliers like RWE. While other left-leaning parties like the Greens consider the renewable energy revolution one
of their fundamental principles as a party,
the SPD chooses to stick with oil and gas.

Subsequently, while the Greens’ modern approaches to climate change electrify steadily
increasing amounts of young voters in election after election, the Social Democrats
have remained stagnant to the tune of faltering electoral results.
However, this is not to say that the entire
party is unwilling to change the status quo.
The Young Socialists, the party’s youth caucus, has openly opposed the official party
line for a long time. For instance, Johanna
Uekermann, former chair of the caucus, in
2016 called out then SPD leader Gabriel
for making empty promises, a speech many
observers saw as one reason he received less
than 80 percent in the following vote in
his unopposed run for re-election as party
leader.
Just last year, the current chair of the
youth caucus, Kevin Kühnert, started the
#nogroko campaign, which sought to prevent the party from joining another coalition with the conservative Christian Democrats, an alliance that has shown to minimize
the electoral success of the SPD in the past.
Although Kühnert managed to rally almost
40 percent of the delegates and many more
regular party members behind his cause, the
party leadership decided to sign the coalition contract anyway and proceeded with
everyday politics. However, with every election the Social Democrats lose, the Young
Socialists’ pressure on the party leadership
increases, which eventually might lead to
the SPD leaving the coalition and possibly
restructuring their policies.
Although the current performance of the
once proud SPD in Germany is dismal, that
does not mean the party is doomed. If the
Social Democrats manage to diversify their
party leadership and regain trust with young
voters by changing their platform on issues
like the environment, they might very well
reclaim their status as an influential player
in German politics. However, if they instead
decide to keep clinging onto the long-gone
successful eras of the past, the SPD might
follow other European socialist parties and
perish. n

A Catastrophic Compromise

Serbia and Kosovo Consider a Land Swap
- Selin Levi

Y

ears of protracted conflict between Kosovo and Serbia recently took a dramatic turn.
Leaders of both countries hinted at
a potential land swap agreement in
order to remedy the region’s political
and border disputes. The controversial deal seeks to end years of ethnic
conflict and violent clashes by separating two seemingly incompatible
ethnicities in order to work towards
political stability. Currently, there are
a number of officials in both countries who
have expressed interest in a land swap. However, it has been met with huge protests in
Kosovo and was denounced by Kosovo’s
Prime Minister, Ramush Haradinaj.
Despite stark opposition from Kosovars,
the deal has not been dismissed by Serbian
leaders and other academics who believe
that it would provide much needed common ground to a persistent conflict. Some
officials and experts have touted the potential for the deal to bring about a “pragmatic”
peace. Yet, these analyses ignore the deeprooted issues within this potential solution.
The land swap is not only an unproductive
solution to a complex and delicate issue,
but it could significantly worsen existing
ethnic and political tensions. The land swap
between Serbia and Kosovo must be recognized for what it represents: a peaceful ethnic cleansing that would only lead to the
revival of years of protracted ethnic conflict.
The now-infamous land swap proposal
first gained traction when it was introduced
by Serbian officials. Then, Kosovo President Hashim Thaci agreed to discuss it with
his Serbian counterpart, Aleksander Vucic.
As part of this ethnic reunification project,
Serbia would lay claim to the northern part
of Kosovo, which is populated predominantly by Serbs. In exchange, the Serbian
municipalities of Bujanovac, Medvedja, and
Presevo, all of which have predominantly
Albanian populations, would become part
of Kosovo. The appeal of a potential land
swap derives from the desire of both parties
to settle their decades-long border disputes,
as well as to resolve long-standing ethnic
tensions. Proponents of the land swap be-
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lieve that it is a viable solution to years of
stalemate between Serbia and Kosovo in order to normalize relations, pave the way for
greater international recognition of Kosovo,
and facilitate Serbia’s EU accession process.
Continued Russian support of Serbia further complicates the issue, since Russia does
not recognize Kosovo and has repeatedly
blocked its UN membership. The ethnicallyAlbanian nation of Kosovo, since declaring
its independence in 2008, has been in continuous disputes with its northern neighbor; Serbia does not recognize Kosovo as an
independent nation ever since the bloody
Kosovo War of 1998-1999, when the region
separated from Serbia.
A major issue with the deal is that it
would inevitably have a significant impact
on the lives of citizens, creating a series of
economic and political complications. How
would incoming citizens after the swap be
integrated into the local economy? The citizens of the regions affected by the swap
would be absorbed into an entirely different political and economic situation, not
to mention having to live under a new government. In a region heavily impacted by
issues of high unemployment, poverty, and
political instability, a swap of this level with
many impacted citizens could further destabilize the region, creating more ethnic and
class tension.
Aside from the poor logistics and inadequate structuring of the deal, the fact remains that it would only serve to reignite
and legitimize the ethnic tensions in the
region. Creating ethnically homogeneous
states, and essentially eliminating minority

communities in the name of establishing peace, is hardly a long-lasting
solution. While the majority of Serbians in Kosovo live in the northern
region which would hypothetically
go to Serbia, there are still significant Serbian communities throughout the nation, namely in the south
and southeastern regions. Given that
Serbs in Kosovo already voice concerns about their lack of representation in government and society at
large, the deal would put Serbs living in Albanian majority areas in an even more difficult position. Additionally, the deal would
inevitably stoke ethnic tensions not just in
Serbia and Kosovo but across the Balkans;
seeing a land swap between Serbia and Kosovo could promote ethnic Albanians living
in Macedonia to call for similar action to
be taken. In a political climate where farright nationalism has gone mainstream and
ethnic tensions are high, a land swap deal
would serve to exacerbate and affirm harmful ideologies.
The international community must continue to resist a potential land swap between
Serbia and Kosovo; such a solution would
potentially have dangerous consequences
for the region. The reorganization of thousands of citizens for the sake of establishing
an ethnically-pure, peaceful society is far
from an answer to the region’s political, social and economic woes. Peace and stability
are not to be found in the legitimization of
toxic ethnic separatism and the validation
of an ideology which led to one of the most
devastating conflicts of the last century. n
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Us Versus Them, or Them versus U.S.

Is Washington Really to Blame for the Turkish Economic Crisis?
- B.A. Bacigal

4

.8 … Not a bad rate, but I knew better than to exchange currency at the
airport. It was Saturday and we’d just
landed at Istanbul’s Ataturk Airport, so… really it was Sunday, and for five Americans
trying to find a cab, it marked the beginning
of two weeks living and working in Turkey.
Later that night, two of the guys from our
group exchanged some cash at an ATM,
reporting back the rate was even better - “a
little over 5.0,” they said. As the days went
on, the exchange rate continued to rise. By
Friday, the Turkish Lira had hit a record low
of 7.24 against the U.S. dollar, plummeting 9
percent after U.S. President Donald Trump
announced the doubling of steel and aluminum tariffs. Our pockets grew heavier and
heavier by the hour.
Some say the Turkish economic crisis began with a Tweet, others look further back to
the events that caused the current international tensions to foment. Looking over fifteen years back, one can see the beginnings
of the rise of Recep Tayyip Erdogan first as
prime minister and then, since 2014, head
of state of Turkey. Closer still, one can see
his near fall in the 2016 coup-attempt that,
while quelled relatively quickly, sparked a
consolidation of power the brunt of which
is still being borne today. But perhaps the
easiest thing to see, is the deftness by which
Erdogan is able to manipulate public perception in his favor: publicly a bastion of
democracy while privately degrading the
very fabric of Turkish institutions.
Validated in his actions by a self-imposed
state of emergency, President Erdogan has
steadily eroded Turkey’s democratic infrastructure over the past two years. He began
by targeting the media, prosecuting and detaining journalists, and silencing outspoken
critics from the political, economic, and
military establishments. He used the failedcoup plot as a motive to advocate for constitutional reform that would concentrate
power in favor of the executive, eviscerating the strength of both the legislative and
judicial branches. This strategy proved successful with the 2017 passage of a public referendum that allowed Erdogan to transform
the Turkish parliamentary democracy into
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one more dominated by presidential power.
This new system has been heavily criticized and called a “de facto dictatorship” by
Western politicians and thought-leaders. Despite his hardening relationships with Western powers, Erdogan won reelection in 2018
with about 53 percent of the vote. A vote
that was immediately preceded by the purchasing of a large consortium, including two
television news channels, by a governmentloyal holding company, further monopolizing the control of the media. Once elected,
to fulfill a campaign promise, the state of
emergency was finally lifted. While a step
in the right direction, all Erdogan has done
is provide a public nod toward an ideal that
he by no means intends to pursue. Instead,
systematic action is needed in order to restore respect for human rights and democracy in Turkey.
The first and most necessary place to start
with reform would be at the polls. Democracy is rooted in the ability for people to elect
their own representatives free of coercion.
Yet, Erdogan has submitted draft legislation
to target voting and election laws. One such
measure that’s been introduced is the allowance of security forces to enter into voting
sites with individual voters. Intended to, as
he says, “prevent voter intimidation” by the
outlawed Kurdish Workers Party, it is clear

for whom the measure was set. Additionally,
the High Electoral Board, under Erdogan,
too has been granted the right to merge districts and move ballot boxes at their discretion. Such measures sweep the legs out from
under basic democratic tenets of democratic
voting: openness, fairness and transparency.
The European Union and individual
states around the world have been calling
for such action, but the pressure exerted
by Washington on Ankara in August was
not related to any of these requests; not the
restoration of respect for human rights, nor
the bolstering of democratic institutions,
but of the individual protection of a pastor
in a prison. Trump tweeted his announcement to double tariffs on Turkey, and Erdogan responded by doubling tariffs on U.S.
imports like cars, alcohol and tobacco. It
was estimated that such tit-for-tat retaliatory escalations would continue, and these
projections of course triggered the Lira’s precipitous fall. Eventually, these economic
woes would force Ankara to yield, and, in
October, American pastor Andrew Brunson
would return home after 24 months of detention. While it may seem as though the
U.S. won and Turkey lost in this so called
“trade war” scenario, a real win that isn’t
being accounted for in such a calculation
are the gains won in public perception by
Erdogan throughout the process.
The Turkish economy exhibited classic
signs of a market overheating, and signs
were all the consequence of Erdogan’s own
policies, which only accelerated under international pressures. However, his refusal to
recognize central banks’ integral role in setting interest rates to control inflation shoulder much of the blame. Erdogan capitalized
on public discontent by persistently framing the economic crisis as a ‘foreign plot to
weaken the state,’ shifting blame off of his
own shoulders and onto the oh-so-demonizable West. Rather than acknowledge his own
reluctance to tighten fiscal spending and
monetary policy, which has consequently
increased both inflation and debt, Erdogan
vehemently denounced the U.S. for causing
Continued on page 41

Moving Past the “PostSoviet” in Georgian Fashion
- Anna Haynes

G

eorgian designers have ruled the
pages of Vogue and the international fashion scene since 2015 and rightly so. These designers weave the
raw threads of collective memory into new
works, reconnecting to their past in a manner transcendent of time and individual experience. Maxime Machaidze and Iri Tordiashvili of LTFR derive this emotive power
from the fabric itself, reincarnating vintage
textiles with each new subtly unique piece
of clothing. Designers for the sister brands
Situationist and Aznauri celebrate Georgia’s
future by adapting features of traditional
garments into avant-garde streetwear. And,
by far most famously, brothers Demna and
Guram Gvasalia developed the fashion collective Vetements, whose intriguing and unabashedly political collections ruled Western
runways for seasons on end.
With each iteration of the country’s narrative, designers address themes they see as
central to understanding and reimagining
the Georgian experience. And yet, despite
the country’s newfound prominence in the
fashion industry and on the global stage, international consumers have fallen back on
reductive interpretations of the “post-Soviet” space that blur the relevance of Georgian
design in today’s global context.
As far as fame and fortune are concerned,
Georgian designers entered the international
market in the most opportune of seasons.
Their designs - kitschy, confrontational, yet
undeniably luxurious - fit seamlessly with
the emergent trends and public ethos in a
way no elite European brands had managed
to. USSR memorabilia, “gopnik”-style track
pants, 1990s grunge, and Cyrillic lettering
have since become hallmarks of the street
style movement dominating the European
fashion scene.
While the spotlight brings greater awareness to certain aspects of Georgia’s history
and culture, it also illuminates the stereotypes many Westerners categorically apply to
“post-Soviet” states. When designers invoke
elements of the Soviet past in their collection, their messages are often misconstrued
due to an exoticized and limited perception of the region’s history. Today’s con-

sumers, now thirty-years removed from the
Soviet Union’s final days, understand this
area through a series of clichés: Slavic street
culture, homegrown communism, and authoritarian leadership. The campy, tonguein-cheek approach many designers take when
grappling with their Soviet identity emphasizes these stereotypes, poking fun at historical oppressors and political elites in an approachable way that has made their designs
wildly successful.
However, consumers and reporters alike
seem to appreciate the stereotypes more than
the statements, gravitating toward the gaudy
and controversial without understanding
the reasoning behind these artistic choices.
Despite the emphasis Georgian designers
place on celebrating national identity and
reclaiming oppressive symbols, media coverage rarely considers these undertones when
reviewing collections. Only when Kim Kardashian famously wore a Vetements hoodie
emblazoned with the hammer and sickle
did many problematize this comedic appropriation of Georgian history, noting the
situational irony. Designers welcome the
opportunity to reclaim oppressive symbols
and false narratives through humor, but it is
the responsibility of critics and consumers
to understand the deeper threads of history
that inspire these designs.
Even the label “post-Soviet” is itself problematic, conflating the experiences of fifteen states and hundreds of cultural groups
under one simplistic term. Reporters write
often about the “post-Soviet aesthetic” in
reference to designers from Eastern Europe
and the Caucasus, regardless of whether an
individual designer’s work relates to the Soviet Union. This term is antithetical to the
work of LTFR and Vetements, who routinely
use Soviet memorabilia in their collections
- reframing Soviet icons in the context of
Georgian history, instead of the reverse.
Some also take issue with the retrospective
tone this term implies, as if countries will
always be defined by their connection with
the USSR. Louis Chasserot of Situationist
advocates against the “post-Soviet” designation, believing that “Georgia is also interesting for what it is now, and not for what it
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has been in the past.”
Altogether, this treatment of designers’
stories relies on a Western construction of
the Georgian experience, misconstruing the
significance of a movement grown from the
pain and rebirth of a generation. Where
Western consumers see symbols from Soviet times as cheeky and unique, designers
grapple with communist vestiges in modern Georgia like divided ethnic republics
and ongoing authoritarian crackdowns on
free speech. Where reporters see the “postSoviet”, designers find the potential of their
home to pioneer new forms of self-expression that reframe historical narratives in
Georgian terms. In the retelling of national
stories, these designers share experiences that
belong not only to their past, but to the present life of countless others.
Demna Gvasalia’s Spring 2019 line for
Vetements pushes this message of Georgian
complexity and universality more than ever
before. Camouflage pants, combat boots,
and t-shirts emblazoned with the Georgian
words “God Forgive Us” hint at the story
of Gvasalia’s childhood home. On each of
the garments lies a hidden QR code linking
to a webpage entitled “Ethnic Cleansing of
Georgians in Abkhazia” - a description of the
civil war that drove him from home at age
twelve. Many of his collections have referenced his adolescence as a refugee and the
violence of institutions in his native country, but none have insisted that consumers
pay attention to his message quite like this.
When asked why he chose to tell his life
story in this way, he replied, “This is about
my life, but also it's about everything you
see on CNN, as well.”
To Gvasalia, there is nothing exclusively
Soviet about this story, nothing exotic, and
nothing humorous. Instead, he sees it as a
chance to connect, give voice to a global
struggle, and stand as proof of the beauty
that lives beyond conflict. Season by season,
other Georgian designers do the same, wearing their heart on their sleeves - reaching out
to a world that has yet to truly hear them. n
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Climate Change in the Middle East
- Middle East Region Contributing Editors

T

he Middle East--already known as a region for its sweltering summers and humidity--is predicted to be impacted significantly by climate change in the upcoming decades. Water scarcity
in particular is a critical issue in most Middle Eastern countries, with desertification, aridity,
and more frequent droughts resulting in the region’s freshwater reserves falling by 75 percent since the
1950s and impacting many of the countries’ policies. Along with water loss, steadily rising temperatures have begun to have dire effects on agriculture, threatening the region’s food security. The writers of the Middle East region have investigated how climate change will effect countries individually,
and though each nation has its unique circumstances, the critical need for urgent action to curb rising
temperatures is an alarmingly common pattern.

Turkey

Saudi Arabia

Lebanon

- Maya Zreik

- Madeline Hibbs-Magruder

- Christina Cincilla

Turkey is one of 18 countries that has yet
to ratify the Paris Climate Agreement, a decision stemming from a reluctance to commit financial resources. President Erdogan
has stated that as a condition to ratify the
accord, Turkey must be considered a developing country and therefore be eligible to
access a global fund designed to help nonindustrialized nations cut carbon emissions.
Turkey has displayed hesitation over complying with climate change accords in the
past as well; it was one of the last nations
to sign the Kyoto Protocol in 2009 and did
not enter the UN Framework Convention
on Climate Change until 12 years after its
implementation.
Turkey has historically released low emissions, but recently underwent a boom in coal
investment in order to end dependence on
Russian gas and strengthen the economy.
Opening 80 new coal plants led to a doubling
in emissions from 1990 to 2013, and Turkey
is now one of the world’s biggest consumers
of energy. As a result, annual temperatures
have been rising, and it has been predicted
that the temperature in the country’s south
could rise by as much as seven to ten degrees
Celsius by 2050.

Despite its susceptibility to drought and
lack of renewable water resources, Saudi Arabia has taken few steps to mitigate an impending water crisis that would have dire
effects not only on the amount of drinking
water available but on the quality of sanitation and food security. Saudi Arabia is one of
the largest, most arid nations in the Middle
East with the fewest permanent rivers and
lakes. Due to this, Saudi Arabia is particularly
at risk for food scarcity and a water crisis as
global temperatures rise and annual rainfall
decreases. Saudi Arabia’s reckless water consumption, which is unfettered due to a lack
of government policy, only moves it closer to
the brink of crisis. Saudi Arabia is third only
to the US and Canada in water consumption
per capita, with the agricultural sector being
responsible for 88 percent of consumption.
Liberal irrigation and unchecked water use
has compounded this issue. If Saudi Arabia
does not curb its water use through greater
government oversight of the agricultural sector, it risks a water crisis.

A country that once prided itself on natural beauty and rich resources, the failure
of the Lebanese government to find drastic
solutions to its pollution problems has recently led to a worsening of environmental
issues. Waste management has long been a
visible reminder of Lebanon’s political and
environmental strife. So called “garbage
mountains”—landfills and dumpsites—have
bloomed since the 1990s, replacing the formerly scenic views of the country’s Mediterranean coastline. This conflict came to a
head in March of 2015 when the government
suspended trash collection efforts in Beirut.
Since then, contractors have merely relied on
coastal dumps. The government’s solution
to its waste problem can best be described
as a temporary fix. Still, environmental leaders and residents see the country’s failure to
reach a long term solution as evidence of
the shortcomings of the corrupt, sectarian
political system.
With open incineration of waste now the
most likely solution, for a country with little
emissions regulation, it’s very likely that the
trash problem will pose other environmental
questions for which the Lebanese government does not have tangible answers.
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Jordan
- Maya Zreik
Jordan is considered to be one of the
world’s most at-risk countries when it comes
to water scarcity. Currently, water reservoirs
are at a record low, and it is predicted that climate change will exacerbate the water shortages even further. Experts have estimated that
Jordan’s rates of rainfall could decrease by 30
percent by 2100, and that the country may
experience twice as many droughts as it does
today. Unfortunately, control of water supply is mismanaged; irrigation is exceedingly
subsidized by the government, and about 50
percent of the supply is lost due to wastage or
theft. The changing climate is also impacting
the livelihoods of farmers in the rural areas
of Jordan, where it is becoming nearly impossible to care for crops in the increasingly
harsh weather conditions.
Despite the dire effects that climate
change has had on its landscape, Jordan has
historically released very few emissions; it
contributes only 0.01 percent of global emissions. In 2013, the kingdom put into effect its
National Climate Change Policy, which intends to unconditionally reduce GHG emissions by 1.5 percent by 2030.

Palestine
- Madeline Hibbs-Magruder
Exemplar of the paradox of international
climate change policy, Palestine is one of the
lowest contributors of greenhouse gas to the
environment yet faces some of the starkest
consequences of global temperature rise. At
0.016 percent, Palestine contributes a negligible amount of CO2 to global emissions
due to the largely unindustrialized land of
the West Bank. Despite this, Palestinian farmers have been forced to drastically change
their planting and harvesting practices due to
changing temperatures and a dearth of water
resources. Farmers are now advised to plant
in November rather than October, as the
weather takes longer to cool during the winter
months and rain is scarcer. Although it is not
as culpable in the changing climate as other
nations, Palestine became a signatory of the
Paris Climate agreement in April of 2016. It
agreed to reduce its CO2 emissions by 12.8
percent by 2040 through reforesting, invest-

ing in solar energy, and setting standards for
environmentally efficient building projects.
Palestine is an example of the imbalance between the consequences of climate change
poor nations face despite their meager contributions to the issue.

Egypt
- Basil AlSubee
Egypt is most certainly not safe from
the impending strife of climate change. Port
Said, Damietta, Dakahlia, Kafr al-Sheikh
and Beheira governorates are all threatened
by devastating coastal flooding due to rising sea levels. The Nile River Delta region,
historically Egypt’s most agriculturally prosperous region, is already facing the brunt of
rising population rates met with inflation
and unemployment. The threat of further
infrastructural damage by flooding the Nile
Delta could not be more concerning to the
livelihoods of Egyptians living in the area.
In response to these growing concerns, the
Egyptian government has sought outside investment from the EU and the UNDP. From
the EU, Egypt receives over €20 million in
grant assistance for the purposes of sustainable energy, water sanitation, and waste management projects. Additionally, the UNDP
and the Egyptian government put into effect
the “Enhancing Climate Change Adaptation in the North Coast and Nile Delta of
Egypt” project, through which the Egyptian
government has received $31.5 million in
grant assistance. The hope is that this foreign
investment will eventually yield a safer and
more sustainable Egypt at a faster rate than
the rapid escalation of climate change woes.

Iran
- Maheem Syed
Where Lake Bakhtegan once stood, an
empty salt flat now fills its place, absent the
flocks of birds and calls of people that used
to populate its shores. Lakes across Iran have
been drying up as a result of climate change.
This has a detrimental effect on the community of both people and animals living
in the region. Remaining salt from the lakes
has blown across agricultural land, leaving it
useless for farming. Rare species of plants and
animals, like brine shrimp, no longer have

a stable environment to live in—decreasing
food sources and biodiversity. Tourism is at
a decline by about 40 percent, with natural
wonders of Iran having no place to grow.
Iran, however, has identified water availability as the second highest cause for national concern. Despite the numerous political
and economic concerns of the area, Iranian
scientists and leaders have led research teams
at the University of Tehran and have made a
conscious effort to build dams and promote
agricultural reform to aid in the fight against
climate change. Though there is much left to
be done, recognizing the problem and developing a solution is the first step towards
renewing Iran’s once-flourishing water paradise.

Yemen
-Omar Ilyas
Already a limited commodity, the mixture
of unsolicited warfare by Saudi Arabia and
increasing climate change is exhausting the
water supply in Yemen at an alarming rate.
The extremely conservative estimate on the
death toll is a manifestation of the world’s
apathy of over 13 million innocent people
dying of thirst. Before the war reached its current level of inhumanity, Yemen was already
struggling with water reserves. The country’s
population increased exponentially from 5
million to over 22 million in the last 50 years,
straining the water reserves. This is supplemented by Yemen’s economic decision to
shift to cash crop farming which requires far
more water to sustain.
As the demand for water drastically increased with a rapidly depleting supply, an
unaffordable increase in water pricing arose,
disproportionately affecting low income families—a devastating effect when 40 percent of
the country lives under the equivalent of 2
US dollars per day. Climate change exacerbates the depleting water reserves, creating
a breeding ground for water-borne diseases
like cholera. Acidic rain is also a byproduct
of war and climate change. n
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Absent Leadership and Growing Discontent
Increasingly Wary Autocracy in Morocco
- Maya Zreik

D

uring the Arab Spring, the existence of a decentralized government in Morocco enabled youth
and reformers to successfully advance calls
for political and economic reform. King Mohammed VI was receptive to these demands,
earning him the image of a reformist leader.
For some time, Morocco’s economic, social,
and political factors seemed to be on an upward trend: the largest solar power projects
in the world were being built in the middle
of the desert; tourism was increasing to areas
like Marrakesh and Fez; and a new constitution was written to reflect the demands
of the public.
However, these years of success now seem
to be just superficial. King Mohamed VI’s
increasingly undemocratic treatment of the
Moroccan people is rapidly unravelling the
progress made since 2011. Now, the disgruntled public has dubbed Mohammed VI the
“Absent King.” He is notorious for spending
months away from the country and returning only for brief periods, before leaving
again for the glitz and glamor of Europe.
His absence hints at a larger disconnect between the palace and the Moroccan people,
which manifests itself in the inability to adequately respond to the popular protests of
recent years. With accusations of corruption
and abuse of power steadily increasing, the
Moroccan monarchy is lashing out in harsh
ways that are encouraging ever-increasing
numbers of citizens to emigrate from the
country. Now that Morocco is veering into
autocracy, the Moroccan people are at a
crossroads: either power through the oppression or accept the status quo.
A faltering economy and widespread corruption has made life in Morocco difficult
for citizens. The economy is largely controlled by a small number of powerful companies with close ties to the monarchy, and
the revenue from their profits often does not
filter back to ordinary citizens. Economic
growth was projected to slow down by 2.7
percent - down from 4.4 percent - which has
had dire effects on the livelihoods of Moroccans. Since 2017, the prices of food items
have increased substantially, with increases
of 5.4 percent for vegetables and 1.2 percent
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for meat. This creates difficulties for Moroccans to meet their daily nutritional needs
and exacerbates the conditions of those who
live in poverty, which is growing more widespread. Close to 15 percent of the population is living on the equivalent of about $3
US per day. Most of the impoverished live in
the most rural areas of the country, reflecting
the deep geographical divide between where
prosperity is generated and where others fall
further into hardship.
This economic downturn has resulted
in limited growth in the labor market, with
the consequence that 30 percent of college
graduates are now unable to find jobs. Government inaction has aggravated these challenges. Since 2011, the palace - or Mekhzen
as it is popularly known - has played a far
more overt role in daily politics, actively
stripping political actors within Morocco of
their powers. Many Moroccans are increasingly resentful of what they perceive as the
king’s detachment from the country; both
his physical absence, and his rare and slow
responses to their complaints. These problems are making life within the country so
difficult that attempts to illegally emigrate
have increased from about 32,000 in 2015
to almost 65,000 in 2016.
The growing discontent among the Moroccan public has given rise to hundreds of
protests, all part of the greater Hirak movement, along with online boycotts against
companies close to the king. The Mekhzen
response has been to send police to demonstrations, resulting in numerous instances
of forces physically attacking and arresting
protestors. Trials for the demonstrators are
often in violation of due process regulations.
The palace has also implemented strict censorship laws forbidding criticism of the king.
In addition, crackdowns over illegal immigration have become much more severe.
Recently, in an incident that gained widespread national attention, Moroccan police
fired shots at a migrant boat and killed a law
student who was trying to flee to Spain. Attempts to illegally emigrate from the country
will also persist as long as the palace’s corruption continues to impair the economy
and overinflate prices. The palace has also

restricted free speech and fined and jailed
Moroccans who demonstrate in an attempt
to quell public dissent. Such blatant oppression of freedoms has only intensified outrage and displeasure with the monarchy and
unraveled progress made in 2011.
In early November, the government jailed
nine protestors who had been involved in
Hirak demonstrations in response to the accidental deaths of coal miners in Jerada last
year. The sentencing prompted a response
from Amnesty International, which stated,
“The authorities must allow peaceful protest
by prioritizing the safety of protesters. People should be free to exercise their rights to
freedom of expression and peaceful assembly.” The miners—recently unemployed and
driven by desperation to secure a living in
the stagnating economy—had been attempting to work in defunct mines. Their deaths
prompted widespread backlash against Morocco’s social disparities, and thousands of
people participated in demonstrations. The
protests prompted Mekhzen to promise to
open more coal mines and industrialize Jerada to “provide young entrepreneurs in several business sectors with the opportunity
to carry out their projects.” Morocco’s 2019
draft budget, presented to the parliament
in October, also promises to invest more
money in education and social programs,
and aims to create over 40,000 new jobs.
Mekhzen’s deference to the Hirak movement’s demands demonstrates that rectifying
the situation of the increasingly autocratic
ways of King Mohammed VI will not come
from inaction. Rather, it will come from
the Moroccan people lashing back against
the oppression that is levied upon them. If
neither the protestors nor the opposition
succeeds in curbing the king’s dictatorial
instincts, then Morocco will inch dangerously close to becoming a full autocracy.
This will result in less economic stability,
political freedom, and social cohesion, with
dire consequences for Morocco. n

Egyptian Nationalism
An Ideology of Oppression
-Omar Ilyas

M

asr Umm al-Dunya: Egypt, the
Mother of the World. A bold
statement that embodies the
deep sense of nationalism that Egyptians
claim. Under a more critical lens, one realizes that the prideful country has an epidemic
of pseudo-nationalism; a clinging to a time
of historical significance and relevance that
is used to drown out the growing pangs of
poverty and disease. This deep nationalism
is further tainted by its rationalization of an
expanding lower socioeconomic class at the
cost of a shrinking middle class. An unfortunate effect of nationalism, in its ability to
unite all Egyptians under a national, as opposed to class, identity, is the lack of development of class consciousness. Intergenerational and vertical mobility in the economic
hierarchy are virtually impossible, largely
predicated on the lack of proper educational
institutions and a diminished healthcare system offered in exchange for an unsubstantiated pseudo-nationalism force-fed to those
from lower socioeconomic classes.
The lack of access to healthcare and educational institutions is especially worrying
given the expanding lower socioeconomic classes in Egypt; according to UNICEF,
nearly 30 percent of the country currently
lives below the poverty. Egypt’s 2014 Demographic and Health Survey (DHS) continues to highlight the disparities in healthcare
between socioeconomic groups. Women
in poverty are 20 percent less likely to receive proper antenatal care than those from
wealthier backgrounds. The children-underfive mortality rate is only 19 out of 1000 live
births for those from the wealthiest quintile
in the Egypt, compared to 42 deaths for the
poorest. An inverse relationship between the
unprecedented 17 percent increase in the
country’s total fertility rate and the decline
in good maternal and child health in the past
six years is disproportionately affecting those
from lower socioeconomic backgrounds.
The inability to have proper access to
healthcare inhibits those in poverty from
advancing their careers in times of sickness;
they either cannot afford to get better or are
missing the resources that allow them to get
better, systematically allowing for poverty
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to thrive. The increased chance of disease
in the lower class contributes to the broken
education systems in Egypt. About 1.6 million children in Egypt are actively employed
in the workforce, instead of being schooled
through educational institutions. Child labor is a fundamental driver in the lack of
intergenerational mobility for those from
lower classes, since 90 percent of uneducated
students are children to uneducated parents.
To continue to highlight the disparity, the
illiteracy rate for children in rural areas is
almost 35 percent compared to almost 15
percent in the city. The resulting situation
is the development of multi-dimensional
poverty, where the poor are kept in poverty
by their lack of resources.
Efforts to restrict vertical mobility not
only consist of depriving a population of
critical resources, but also need to be contextualized within Shayo’s theory: if lowerincome individuals think of themselves as
lower class, they will demand more income
redistribution. A rise in this demand is proportional to an increase in economic mobility, but the inverse will maintain class divisions. This uprising and demand for equal
opportunities catalyzed by the idea of class
consciousness is demonstrated in any society with stark divisions between the rich
and the poor.
Shayo’s theory also highlights the in-

dividual’s role by understanding that humans naturally desire to identify with their
most successful identity. Some countries
have united those from low socioeconomic backgrounds by building a cult of personality around a charismatic leader (think
Stalin or Mao); the Egyptian government,
in turn, has decided to use nationalism instead. If one’s national identity is more salient than class identity, individuals from
low SES backgrounds begin to identify with
the overarching nation instead of their class.
When Egyptians embody this nationalistic
identity, they can identify with Egyptian
greatness instead of reflecting on their own
precarious finances.
A national identity suppresses socioeconomic tensions rather than address the multidimensional poverty affecting Egyptians.
Regime and elite driven nationalism invokes
a rhetoric that is based on a platform of
sacrificing oneself for their nation, even if
it means sacrificing one’s income. It is the
same rhetoric that President Sisi preached to
justify national subsidy cuts—the same food
subsidies that were assisting the increasingly
poor population—leading to the country’s
Ministry of Supply reducing state-sponsored
provisions of bread from 4,000 to 500 loaves
per bakery. A justification that has imposed
Continued on page 41
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Art May Help Rebuild a War Torn Mosul
-Christina Cincilla

W

hen ISIL took control of
Mosul in 2014, all hope was
lost. The fight to retake one
of Iraq’s most populous cities, which lasted over a year, proved devastating for its
two million residents. While an estimated 200,000 fled, for those who stayed,
the occupation profoundly affected the
economic, social, and political situation
in Northern Iraq. Less considered is the
prolonged impact on the city’s art and
culture. According to estimates, ISIL
militants destroyed over ten thousand
artifacts. This, coupled with art looting
dating back decades, gives Mosul a unique
vulnerability when it comes to the loss of
culture. A city once home to some of the
world’s most sizeable ancient art collections
and footsteps from the birthplace of civilization, Iraqi curator Tamara Chalabi has gone
as far as to call this annihilation a “cultural
genocide”. However, as residents begin secondary stages of rebuilding through preserving their ancient heritage and exhibiting it
internationally, they may help incentivize
needed aid from international organizations.
This may hold the key to reclaiming and reuniting a city in peril.
The cultural degradation of Northern
Iraq’s historical sites is not a new phenomenon. In recent years, ISIL has merely added
a religious caveat. Following the 2003 U.S.
invasion of Iraq, nearly 15,000 archaeological artifacts were looted from the National
Museum of Iraq in a span of days. During
the invasion, some cities, such as Ur and
Nippur, received protection from U.S. and
Coalition forces, but most did not. In fact,
culture and its preservation were no part of
the U.S. and Coalition forces’ pre- or postwar strategies. Today, the U.S. military does
teach service members the importance of
cultural preservation and protection, but not
strategies to prevent civilian looting. Still,
the lesson of 2003 is clear. More needs to
be done to prevent and remedy the crime
of cultural destruction. The intersection of
modernity and tradition often defines the
identities of people living in multi-ethnic
regions, like Northern Iraq. Without this,
identity fades and the social fabric loosens.
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The work of Iraqi artist Ali Assaf Al Basrah displayed at the
Venice Biennale. WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Incidentally, the current social fabric in
Mosul is unbelievably loose. Recent estimates show that nearly one fifth of Mosul’s
current residents were sympathetic to ISIL
during the occupation. Al-Abadi’s government is very leery of making broad statements about Mosul for this reason. Too, the
government continues to treat those who
stayed with suspicion. These divisions have
caused significant rifts between neighbors
and families alike. What unifies people in
Mosul is their history and culture. However,
with books, non-religious art, and music
banned only a year ago—and the threat of
the remaining underground ISIL militants—
many artists are still fearful of how to use
these mediums to unite their country. Unlike Yazidis, who have turned to art to understand and unite their people post-ISIL,
Mosul artists and curators are more scared
and more fragmented. Some, however, have
forged ahead anyway.
Largely addressing the wrongs of 2003,
Iraqi curators at the National Museum of
Iraq allowed the first international exhibit
of its artifacts since 1988 last year. Forty
pieces were shown at the Venice Biennale,
including recovered looted art from 2003,
calling attention to the cultural crisis. More
exhibitions since followed suit, including a
joint venture between Kurdistan and Iraq,
intending to “show the damages and the
destruction to [what is] not only Iraq’s own
heritage, but the world’s”. The benefits of
having Iraqi ancient art shown internation-

ally are twofold. First, these exhibitions
garner significant international attention,
necessary for increasing funding and relief efforts. But more importantly, they
are unifying at a time when sectarian strife
threatens to divide the country.
The few Iraqi post-occupation exhibits
have already incentivized successful international initiatives. Project Mosul uses
3D modelling and crowdfunded photos
to recreate looted artifacts in hopes of
curating an online museum. In Syria,
a UK funded project to teach refugees
stone masonry and artifact restoration has
posed solutions to two problems, both for
which Iraq needs solutions too. The project
has offered a possible answer to the economic problem of post-war job placement, while
jointly uniting refugees under a common,
national cause. The effect of international
initiatives like these is the strengthening of
and rallying around culture. The problem
is they are not doing enough. The United
Nations has some initiatives, but the majority of their funding has gone to the urban
sprawl of Mosul, not the Old City which
faces significantly greater obstacles in rebuilding. Consequently, international organizations are unwilling to provide the vast
funding and oversight that Mosul needs for
projects like this to be effective, especially
with Al-Abadi’s government being similarly
unwilling. Culture-based NGOs and private
sector art nonprofits thus have a responsibility to continue and expand efforts like these.
But Iraqi exhibits, like the 2017 National
Museum undertaking, will have a profound
effect on the international desire to provide
this needed aid.
For a city like Mosul, rising from rubble
and engulfed by sectarian strife, promoting
art and culture may be a key to stability;
contemporary politics can create grounds for
social unity by uplifting ancient tradition. In
order to prevent another 2003, Mosul must
prioritize its heritage, and rely on its museums and ancient art to tell common stories
of occupation. Only then will the international community take serious note—for the
history of Mosul is not merely Iraq’s. n

The Saudi Education System
A Migrant Story
-Basil AlSubee

S

audi Arabian society has undergone great change under the polarizing Crown Prince Mohammad
Bin Salman, yet few are paying attention
to those in the Saudi education system.
The Saudi government states: “While the
study of Islam remains at its core, the
modern Saudi educational system also
provides quality instruction in diverse
fields of arts and sciences. This diversity
helps the Kingdom prepare its citizens for
life and work in a global economy.” Current
Saudi educational policy is presented here
in two crucial terms: a core Islamic curriculum, and an emphasis on promoting “its
citizens” to diversify the Saudi workforce
in order to fit a “global economy.” To fully
comprehend the future implications of Saudi educational policy, each of the two key
components of an “Islamic curriculum” and
an integration into the “global economy”
ought to be comprehensively broken down
and understood. Once this is done, it becomes clear that MBS cannot effectively
link an “Islamic” curriculum with economic
diversification and globalization.
The development of the Saudi “Islamic”
curriculum is representative of the history of
the Saudi state and the pillars of its regime
legitimacy. The “Wahhabism” pact between
the founders of Saudi Arabia and theologian
Muhammad ibn Abdul-Wahhab set in stone
the role of traditional Islamic scholars, the
ulema, as key policy-makers and administrators of the Saudi Kingdom. More importantly, it ushered in Wahhabism as the
foundational ideology of its rulers, and set
in motion the cornerstone of the cultural
basis of Saudi national identity: a dedication
to a very particular interpretation of Islamic
theology. It is important to note that Wahhabism as a branch of Islamic theology is
ironically fringe in the extent of its literalism of scriptural interpretation while being
presented as the faux universal of a pristine
“Islam.” In short, an “Islamic curriculum” in
Saudi Arabia is perhaps more appropriately
branded as a “Wahhabi” curriculum.
Herein lies an important trend in both
the specific development of the Saudi educational system: a highly contested tug-of-war

Former U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry meeting with his
Saudi counterparts. WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

between the liberal elites and conservative
ulema in designing educational curricula.
With the first establishment of the Saudi
Ministry of Education and Saudi public
schools in 1953, this tug-of-war came into
fruition as a debate on the nature of what a
“national” education system in Saudi Arabia
would effectively look like. The tightrope
that both ulema and liberal elites walk here
is maintaining the legitimacy of the Al-Saud
regime while promoting an education system perceived as “modern.” The ulema push
rote memorization of Wahhabi principles
and Saudi national myths and history, while
the liberal elites counter with the importance
of providing a proper STEM education for
modernization purposes. The result of this
debate is a conflict of ideology on paper and
in practice; many of teachers in both the international and Saudi private schools express
time and time again a half-hearted “belief ”
in the Wahhabi principles promoted by the
Ministry of Education. None of these concerns ever surfaced publicly, as most teachers are foreign expatriate workers who are
fearful of repression.
The distinction between foreign and Saudi students in the education system becomes
pronounced after taking into account the
second pillar of the Saudi education system, that of promoting “life and work in a
global economy.” As the shadow of reaching
peak oil looms threateningly over the Saudi
economy, government officials have pushed
towards policies of economic diversification and nationalization. Saudi Arabia’s oil
resource curse has historically resulted in a
massive amount of expatriate labor that has

led to significant amount of non-nationals residing and working in Saudi Arabia;
the latest censuses counts 9 million migrant workers out of the 31 million Saudi
nationals living in Saudi Arabia. As the
Saudi government continues to pursue
its policy of “Saudization,” taxing foreign
workers and providing easier work access
to Saudi citizens, the state’s goals are to
reach a more national and more diverse
workforce to provide for a more secure,
stable economy. The recent push of allowing
women to drive and permitting more female
opportunities in the economy also reflects
that shift in the direction of economic diversification.
A closer look at Saudi citizenship laws
reveals how these policies actively disenfranchise Saudi Arabia’s massive migrant student
population. Saudi citizenship is hardly ever
granted, requiring guidelines that consist of
10 or more years of residential status, family
relations, and specific work-related specializations. Not even Saudi-born individuals
with foreign parents have any access to a
citizenship, leaving them with alien status
in what is essentially their place of birth.
For people who have lived there for over
40 years, nationalization policies could destroy their livelihoods. Given how broad
the definition of the word “foreigner” holds
within the state, rising unemployment and
brain drain rates will continue to plague the
youth of Saudi Arabia.
It is hard to tell if Saudi Arabia is reaching
its goals of effectively linking its “Islamic”
curriculum with economic diversification
and globalization. The results are not indicative of such linkage, despite Crown Prince
Mohammad Bin Salman’s seeming ability to
tout of a long-term change. While education
reform continues to replace the prevailing
rote memorization curricula with a more
technological and leadership based edge,
the tight reins of the Saudi ulema will undeniably continue to restrict these reforms.
There is certainly a great deal more to be
done if Saudi Arabia hopes to overcome its
oil-dependency and promote a more diverse,
more equitable workforce. n
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One Death, Thousands of Deaths
Why The World Is Not Moved By Statistics
- Maheem Syed

A

t the beginning of October, news
headlines relentlessly flashed the
name of Saudi Arabian journalist
Jamal Khashoggi, who was murdered in Saudi Arabia’s consulate in Istanbul. The news
media has relentlessly debated his murder,
his relevance, and his international impact.
Although his case is momentous, the Yemeni civil war - a conflict just as consequential
- is struggling to attract comparable attention. Following the war’s outbreak in 2014,
it has attracted limited media attention when
compared to the Saudi-Iranian rivalry and
Syrian civil war, despite being the “world’s
worst humanitarian crisis,” according to the
Council on Foreign Relations. However,
Khashoggi’s murder, and the grim light it
has cast on Saudi Arabia’s action, has thrust
Yemen into the limelight, and the world is
finally responding.
The civil war in Yemen began when Iranian-backed Houthi insurgents, disillusioned
by both high unemployment and fuel prices,
took control of Yemen’s capital and forced
the president to resign. Since then, the crisis and the actors have metastasized, with
Yemen becoming a battlefield upon which
proxy wars played out. Angered by the removal of the Yemeni President, Crown
Prince Mohammad bin Salman of Saudi
Arabia founded a coalition of Gulf States
to enforce economic sanctions and military action against the Houthis, and reassert
the former authoritarian government. The
United States and United Kingdom have
signed arms deals with the Saudis, which
have translated into airstrikes against the
Houthis, raising fears of direct violations
of international law.
According to The New York Times Magazine, over 10,000 civilians - innocent men,
women, and children - have suffered casualties. The conflict has resulted in 14 million people being on the brink of starvation.
Orphans and lost limbs and broken homes
mark the current Yemeni existence. While
thousands of people’s blood runs through
the streets of Sana’a, it took the death of the
journalist Khashoggi to once again get the
international community to train its focus
on the disasters brewing in Yemen.
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In the past year, the United States and
United Kingdom have been fairly silent on
the Yemeni civil war. The Americans and
British are choosing to avoid publicly participating in the conflict, especially because
their relationships with Middle Eastern nations are so tenuous. However, both countries were supplying arms to Saudi Arabia;
the Saudis conducted over 165 airstrikes
that led to the death of thousands of civilians in Yemen just in the past two years.
In March, the U.S. State Department announced that it would continue to sell 6,700
anti-tank missiles to Saudi Arabia who has
benefitted from the added military help in
blocking Iran’s military supply shipments
to the Houthi rebels.
Khashoggi’s recent murder has put Saudi
Arabia on thin diplomatic ice. With “free
press” as a major pillar of Western ideology,
the potential that Saudi Arabia is killing
off any political dissidents is troublesome.
Countries like France, Germany, the U.S.,
and the U.K. want an investigation. Economic investors from Uber, Ford, and JPMorgan Chase already refused to visit Saudi
Arabia for its annual “Future Investments
Initiative” forum. In fact, after Khashoggi’s
news broke, the Saudi Stock Exchange saw
a 7 percent dip. Despite U.S. President Donald Trump’s initial reluctance to lay blame
on Saudi Arabia, governments and economic powerhouses are voicing their concern,
and Mohammad bin Salman is facing added
pressure to salvage his reputation or face
both social and economic consequences.
The international community has increased scrutiny of Saudi Arabia due to its
role in Khashoggi’s death, reducing its diplomatic leverage; Mohammad bin Salman
is desperate to regain his credibility internationally. With Salman forced into a corner,
the U.S. and U.K. see this as the ideal moment to push for peace in Yemen. The increased length of the war and the humanitarian crisis have both the U.S. and U.K. eager
to put an end to the conflict and dissociate
themselves from the thousands of deaths,
while still maintaining ties to Saudi Arabia.
Considering Saudi Arabia has little choice
but to listen to the international community,

both the United States and United Kingdom
are suggesting a ceasefire sponsored by the
U.N. in the next thirty days. This comes as a
surprise, considering how long the West has
been supporting Saudi Arabia’s less-thanhumane actions. Yet, Khashoggi’s death has
provided the opportune moment to force
Mohammad bin Salman into a deal and
withdraw military aid. Both Western countries are encouraging a final solution which
allows them to reallocate their troops and
funding to other regional issues.
It is unknown how Iran will react to the
prompts for a ceasefire, but considering their
openness to it for short periods in the past
when Saudi Arabia refused, there is a possibility for a ceasefire and peace-talks - the
goal of introducing this solution at such an
unstable time.
The world hears of American weapons
and Saudi actions directly causing the deaths
of thousands of civilians but, like with other global disasters in which the body tolls
loom large, has become desensitized to the
increasing statistic of the death count. The
difference with Khashoggi’s death, and why
it looms so large in the public consciousness,
was that he was an identifiable victim the
world can empathize with. They can pinpoint his face and his thoughts and realize
that Saudi actions caused his death. However, it is a both a bit ironic, and unfortunate,
that the death of one man is what spurred
the recognition of many thousands more.
Yet, that does not make it right that the
thousands of dead Yemenis and the millions
of displaced ones should just be thought of
as a statistic. They had faces and thoughts of
their own, and their plight should not come
as a pitiable surprise. Khashoggi’s tragedy
has allowed the world to pressure and address Saudi Arabia, and its backward deals
with the West, as it stumbles to recover. Saudi Arabia is pressed into the gap Khashoggi’s
death created, forced to address one of its
range of problems. The question now is how
successful this will be, or if Khashoggi will
join the statistic that thousands of other
Yemenis already have. n

Little Sparta

Emirati Attempts at Building Regional Hegemony
through Maritime Expansion
- Ayah Kutmah

T

he geopolitics of the Middle East
are quite often framed in a dichotomous, bipolar framework: Saudi Arabia and Iran’s zest for regional hegemony. In
this binary, all other states are seen as either
affirming or negating one front’s ideology
and pursuit of power. While this bipolar
framework is effective in explaining certain
events and motivations, the limit of such a
simplified model overlooks any and all divisions within existing power dynamics and
ignores other aspiring powers. The United
Arab Emirates (UAE), overlooked as a tiny
country flush with petrodollars, is a prime
example of the pitfalls of the focus on the
Saudi-Iran power dynamic. The UAE’s dynamic use of political pressure, military power, and economic aid to conquer or build
port bases along the Arabian Sea and Red
Sea is a long-term strategic attempt to establish economic and political hegemony
in the region. Indeed, the Emirates’ covert
expansion has lent itself to its new nickname
as the “Little Sparta” of the Middle East.
While the UAE has certainly attained
its wealth through the drilling and exportation of oil, it has also been one of the few
Gulf states to recognize the limits of such a
reliance and now is beginning to diversify
its economy. In the past few decades, the
Emiratis are now working to establish themselves as patrons of the economic hub of the
Middle East. They are accomplishing this
through the enticement of multinational
corporations with laissez-faire regulations
and the establishment of a prominent tourist industry. Part of the UAE’s strategy in
strengthening its economy and increasing
trade is capitalizing on its geographic position and access to the Arabian Gulf to create a monopoly on shipping trade routes in
the region. The UAE has already established
its main port, Jebel Ali, as the largest marine terminal in the Middle East, the world’s
ninth busiest port, and in 2017, accruing a
net profit of $1.18 billion.
The UAE’s maritime expansion has tackled different routes through various strategies to secure a monopoly on shipment
trading routes through the Arabian and Red

Seas that connect Asia, the Middle East, and
East Africa. At times, the UAE pursues this
through leasing contracts, the exploitation
of regional stability and military aid, or other
times, through force. As exemplified in the
UAE’s involvement in Yemen and Somalia, the Emirates’ government strategically
exploits current regional conflicts, under
the guises of war, security, and liberation to
acquire key trade and naval ports without
attracting international attention. These deliberate conquests serve to further entrench
the UAE in the region to control both economic and political affairs.
In Somalia, the longevity of civil war and
conflict has led to a breakdown of the state
with various militias and secessionist movements claiming legitimacy. The United Arab
Emirates has chosen to back the separatist
Somaliland government with a $422 million economic and military aid deal. It also
trains their security forces, in exchange for
a lease on the extremely valuable Berbera
port, and the ability to build a military and
naval base on it. The UAE’s backing of the
Somaliland separatists stands in contrast to
the position adopted by the United Nations,
United States, and even Saudi Arabia, who
all endorse the central Somali government.
By providing political and military backing
to Somaliland, the UAE is not only gaining
key revenue through the passage of shipments through the Horn of Africa, but is
expanding its own sphere of influence and
entrenching itself in both national and international politics.
The UAE has used the same strategy, albeit in a much more devastating and violent
manner, in Yemen. Although the coalition
of Arab states fighting the Iranian-backed
Houthis in Yemen is better known as the
Saudi-led coalition, and no one is denying
the influence of Saudi Arabia in the coalition’s military campaigns, the United Arab
Emirates has been very much active in Yemen, both through the coalition, and at
times, external to it. The UAE has deployed
its elite Presidential Guards, in the hands of
an Australian general, and employed foreign
mercenaries, through the notorious Ameri-

can Blackwater private military company, to
fight in Yemen. Its extensive involvement in
Yemen is superseded only by Saudi Arabia’s
bombing campaign. Under the guise of the
coalition’s collective mission of “liberating”
Yemen, the UAE has taken key ports of Hodeida, Mokha, Aden, Mukalla, and Shihr,
and instituted in their place an Emirati or
Emirati-loyal ground force. To put these conquests in perspective, over 4 million barrels
of oil pass through the Mukalla and Shihr
ports every day.
Beyond the UAE’s ports in Somalia and
Yemen, the UAE has also acquired ports in
Eritrea, Oman, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and Djibouti. The ports strategically allow for UAE
maritime hegemony in the Middle Eastern,
West Asian, and East African regions, creating not just increased economic revenue, but
a trail of military bases asserting dominance
and allowing for increased Emirati intervention. In less than a decade, the UAE has
morphed from being the Cayman Islands
of the Middle East to becoming one of the
Arab world’s most interventionist regimes.
The nation is now the world’s third-largest
importer of arms, a recruiter of hundreds
of mercenaries and almost a dozen ports,
and continues to increase its military intervention, overtly and covertly, in Yemen,
Afghanistan, Somalia, Libya, and beyond.
The UAE’s small size, covert operations,
and strategic military capabilities are truly
reflected by its new title: “Little Sparta.”
The lack of international attention to the
UAE’s quiet ascension to regional hegemony
is concerning. As world leaders, international institutions and the media continue to be
swept up in the melodramatic cold war between Saudi Arabia and Iran, the UAE continues to be given a free pass to accumulate
its own power and further position itself as
a future leader on the regional and global
stage. The Emirates’ pursuit of economic
and political hegemony through shipping
ports dangerously exacerbates regional quagmires and maintains current instability. n
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Global Consequences of Iran’s
Aging Airplane Fleet
- Madeline Hibbs-Magruder

E

conomic sanctions on Iran have been
an unwavering component of American and European foreign policy
with the Islamic Republic since its revolution in 1979. The Iranian public have borne
the brunt of the effects of sanctions which
have caused a weak economy, low wages,
and high prices for consumer goods. U.S.
and European companies such as Boeing,
Airbus, and ATR have also suffered as a
consequence of U.S. sanctions since they
have been unable to sell to Iranian carriers, a largely untapped market. Beyond the
material burdens that sanctions have levied,
sanctions have had exponential consequences for the safety of commercial aircraft and
their passengers. Since 1979, there have been
nearly 2,000 deaths from 92 aircraft-related
accidents due to aging and malfunctioning aircraft. The reinstatement of sanctions
in August 2018 with the U.S.’ withdrawal
from JCPOA threatens to further deteriorate Iran’s commercial air fleet while forcing
Iran to turn to other regional and European
powers and isolating U.S. industries. In order to prevent this, Boeing should negotiate with policymakers for the allotment of
waivers for necessary parts, allowing them
to comply with sanctions while engaging an
emerging market.
Since sanctions were first levied, Iran has
been unable to purchase new aircraft or replacement parts from U.S. and European
companies and must regularly retire its old
aircraft or patch damaged planes with spare
parts. The average age of an Iran Air airplane, the primary carrier in Iran, is 20 years
old with the Airbus A300, Iran Air’s most
popular aircraft, having an average age of
32 years old. The other leading carrier in
Iran, Aseman Airlines, has a fleet with an
average age of 25 years old. This is in sharp
contrast to the average age of U.S. aircraft
which range from seven to ten years old.
The CEO of Iran Air, Farzaneh Sharafbafi,
was quoted as saying that Iran has some
of the oldest aircraft in the region, surpassing that of Iraq and Afghanistan. The poor
quality of air travel in Iran is a common
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burden felt acutely by citizens. The effects
of short term patching and procurement
of parts from third parties not subject to
quality standards have left many Iranians
stuck, facing delays at airports, or aboard
flights that require emergency landings. As
recent as February of 2018, Iranian Aseman
Airlines Flight 3704 crashed shortly after
departing Tehran, killing all 66 aboard. The
ATR 72 plane involved in the crash had
been grounded for six years prior because
of technical flaws that went unrepaired due
to the scarcity of parts.
The lifting of sanctions that took effect
in 2016 as part of the JCPOA was a boon
to Iranians and international companies
alike who consider post-sanction Iran to be
an emerging market for consumer goods.
Technology and aviation companies such
as U.S.-based Boeing, France-based Airbus,
and Franco-Italian ATR leapt at the chance
to sell badly needed airplanes to refurbish
Iran Air and Aseman’s aging fleets. Each of
the three major commercial airplane manufacturers signed deals with these carriers,
the largest being Airbus’ $25 billion deal to
lease or sell 100 of the 200 airplanes Iran Air.
This deal, however, was not completed by
the time the U.S. withdrew from JCPOA in
May of 2018 and sanctions were reinstated
in August of 2018. Similar deals with Boeing for 80 aircraft and ATR for 20 aircraft
have either fallen through entirely or stalled
indefinitely. Only 13 of the 200 planes Iran
Air ordered were delivered before August,
leaving Iran in much the same situation it
was in prior to the JCPOA and offering little solace to Iranians that the quality of air
travel will improve.
As American companies like Boeing are
forced to withdraw deals with Iran due to
reinstated sanctions, the European Union
is looking to move forward with the sale of
ATR aircraft to Iran. French Finance Minister Bruno Le Maire stated publicly that
the EU will push to maintain its economic
sovereignty by reinstating 1960’s “blocking
regulations” that sought to protect European
businesses from U.S. sanctions on Cuba.

A Boeing 747 in service for Iran Air. WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Blocking regulations are economic policies
put forth by the European Union Commission that require companies registered in EU
member states to not comply with U.S. sanctions and penalize companies that do. Companies that comply with sanctions would
not be protected under the blocking regulation and those in noncompliance would
have a legal right to seek reparations for lost
business. Blocking regulations are not only
an economic tool that will protect European
businesses, they are a political statement that
Europe is ready and willing to defy American policy toward Iran and uphold the agreements reached through JCPOA.
Another regulation that the EU has considered enacting is the creation of a euroonly trading firm. This firm would be able
to conduct business with Iranian companies
without using the dollar, thereby skirting
sanctions. America’s reinstatement of sanctions also leaves Iran open to pursuing contracts with Russia and China for spare parts
manufactured outside of the U.S., putting
U.S. manufacturers at a disadvantage while
promoting foreign industries. Despite the
relatively poor quality of Russian and Chinese airplane parts, Iran will likely have no
other choice than to pursue these contracts
if Europe is not able to negotiate around
sanctions.
A solution that would benefit the Iranian
public as well as the U.S. aviation industry
would be the allotment of waivers to companies like Boeing to supply spare parts to
Iranian airlines. This would allow Iran to
ensure safety standards of its aircraft without completely withdrawing sanctions. U.S.
companies would also enjoy a re-entrance
into a market that has been largely neglected
since 1979 and is ready and willing to make
deals for new parts. The onus will be on
Iranian and American aviation executives
to lobby for the appropriate waivers to the
benefit of consumers and the betterment of
the global economy. n

“The Baby Killer: How Promotion of Infant Formula is Detrimental to African Infant Health”:
Continued from page 3
dominated economy, it would ultimately
take time to create the jobs demanded by
the youth. In order to realize his democratic
reforms, Abiy needs to visibly assert himself as a democratic leader and refrain from
employing the authoritarian tactics of his
predecessors to establish law and order. Replacing the officials who struggle to manage
ethnic conflicts and increasing the country’s
earning capacity is also necessary for stabilizing the country, meeting the demands of
the people, and securing Ethiopia’s road to
democracy. n

From “The Dangers of Cryptocurrency for African States’ Developmental Policies”:
Continued from page 4
that specific country has no control over the
currency its citizens use.
As a domestic currency is controlled by a
specific country, that country can manipulate that currency to meet its needs. Developing economies in particular require currency control in order to redistribute societal resources towards long-term economic
goals. Governments are needed to invest in
education, health care, infrastructure, and
energy production because many developing countries do not have these essentials
already. So, governments have to step in,
often going into debt, to spark growth. This
is the consistent pattern seen in high growth
countries like China and India and African
leaders in growth today like the Ivory Coast
and Djibouti. Without a domestic currency,
countries become more vulnerable to outside influences and the de facto controllers
of cryptocurrency. Even Zimbabwe’s currency holds the key to long-run development, abandoning one’s domestic currency
can only further undermine its value and
hamper the government’s attempts to solve
the problem.
African countries should follow the example of other developing nations like Ecuador and Bangladesh and take steps to ban
or limit the use of cryptocurrencies. Despite
its convenience for individuals and benefits
as a store of value for some countries, Afri-

can states have the responsibility to focus
on their long-run economic development,
which requires a stable, domestically-controlled currency. Even though it will require
immediate sacrifices from some Africans, in
the long run having an Africa where each
state has full control over its own monetary
economic policies through its own currency
will lead to the best outcomes for Africans
and for the world. n

From “New Prime Minister Pursues Democratic
Reforms in Ethiopia”:
Continued from page 5
cases of companies paying doctors to recommend their formulas and offering coupons
to mothers to buy their formula. A separate
study in 2016 which included the countries
of Senegal and Tanzania, both of which have
low rates of breastfeeding, found cases of
aggressive promotional practices as well as
misleading labelling.
It is imperative that African nations combat the influence of Western food companies
while ensuring that mothers are receiving
proper information regarding maternal and
infant health. Not only is exclusive breastfeeding vital to infants’ health, it is also beneficial to the health of mothers. Also, feeding infants with formula comes with health
risks which may not only be detrimental
to development, but also fatal. Combating
the aggressive promotion of infant formula
in African nations is combating the risk of
health issues and mortality of African infants. n

From “Daniel Ortega Must Be Held Accountable
for His Egregious Policies”:
Continued from page 7
ezuelan sanctions for Nicaragua and target
Nicaraguan exports such as coffee or gold, it
would disproportionately affect the poorest
Nicaraguans, who are employed because of
these exports, and do little to quell domestic
strife and instability.
In addition to sanctions, the international community must direct aid to Nicaragua’s neighboring countries affected by the
migrant crisis, especially Costa Rica. This
would ensure that Costa Rica has the funds
and programs necessary to care for the influx
of refugees, many of whom arrive without
documentation and belongings. Costa Rica
is well known for its hospitality toward those
seeking asylum in their country. Its capital,
San José, proudly displays a tribute to those
“looking for a more promising future for
their families.” However, the country wellknown for its welcoming immigration policies is experiencing a rise in anti-Nicaraguan
sentiment as many Costa Ricans are angry at
the government for permitting so many refugees to settle in their communities. “Now
we’re afraid to say we’re Nicaraguans,” said
Ariana Gutierrez, a medical student who
fled from Nicaragua to Costa Rica in an interview for The Washington Post.
For there to be real change in Nicaragua,
there needs to be decisive action taken by
not only the United States but other powerful nations to punish Ortega for his belligerence and human rights abuses. A robust
sanctions regime targeting Ortega and his
allies in government and business would
achieve this objective. Only then will Ortega
feel the weight of the consequences for his
callous actions against his own people. Fundamentally, the international community
cannot let other pressing Latin American
issues, such as the crisis in Venezuela or the
rise of the far-right in Brazil, draw the attention away from Ortega’s repression. It is a
positive sign that the international community is taking this issue seriously, but there
needs to be more than a hardline stance.
Leaders around the world, especially in the
West, must listen to the plight of millions
of suffering Nicaraguans falling victim to
the brutality of the Ortega regime. Failing
to do so would be an affront to the values
they supposedly uphold. n
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From “Stand Up, Speak Out: The Role of Jewish
Argentines in Immigration Discourse”:

From “China’s Ethnic Minorities”:

Continued from page 11

Continued from page 12

the government for inadequate provision
of compensatory services for wage losses.
Furthermore, researchers at the Argentine
National Scientific and Technical Research
Council found that, all else equal, Paraguayan immigrants face discrimination in
the labor market, which goes to show that
native-born Argentines have a leg up on
Paraguay immigrants (and presumably other
immigrants). While there are many other immigration myths to counter, sticking to the
empirical facts that disprove these myths is
the most productive way in overcoming the
anti-immigration narrative. Deconstructing
the false narrative of immigrants ruining the
labor market for native-born Argentinians allows one to then turn to identifying the real
reasons why Argentina faces real hardships.
In the most recent decades, a repeated history of irresponsible fiscal and monetary policy has resulted in uncontrollable inflation
and a variable unemployment rate. These
factors affect all Argentines, but especially
hurt the low-skilled workers that have lost
out to migration of low-skilled labor. It is
understandable why these people are angry
and frustrated, but it does not justify their
attitudes toward immigrants.
As the crisis in Venezuela worsens and
others around the region look to Argentina for shelter, Jewish Argentines and supporters of immigrants should refrain from
using ad hominem attacks, should stick to
the empirical facts, and should identify the
real problems that plague Argentine society. While it is easy to say that logic and
empathy will win out, it is also important
to put immigration and its discourse into
perspective: more partisan politics and the
spread of misinformation on social media
puts in doubt this method in deconstructing
myths. While it is important to acknowledge
the barriers preventing a movement like this
from spreading, it is just as critical to not
let barriers prevent one from starting at all.
Rome was not built in a day, and Argentina
will not change overnight. But seemingly
overwhelming adversity is not an excuse for
inaction. n

the Kazakhs. If the Hui do not speak out
now because they are not the Uyghurs, or
the Tibetans, or the Kazakhs, there may be
no one left to speak out for them. China’s
decision to acknowledge the existence of
reeducation camps and attempts to justify them should cause concern for the Hui.
They may be Han Chinese, but they still
practice a religion foreign to most Han.
While the Chinese government has committed atrocious human rights abuses in
order to control minority groups and usher
ideological compulsion, international actors
will not take adequate action against China,
if they pursue any form of action. China is
the world’s second largest economy, behind
the United States, and that coupled with
Chinese investment in developing parts of
the world ensures its place as a major world
player for generations to come. Thus, countries will need to seriously consider the potential economic costs of holding China
accountable for its actions and the potential
for retribution. It seems clear that the most
feasible solution lies within China: solidarity
among China’s ethnic minority groups. If
the Hui utilize what power they have now to
organize against reeducation camps, maybe
Niemöller’s poem will carry less significance
when examining the present situation. n
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From “If the crown fits...Is European monarchy
under attack by rising nationalism and populism?”:
Continued from page 23
actions that are not.
Ultimately, the rise of populist nationalism in Europe will not erode its remaining
monarchies. On the surface, with monarchy’s
role in the establishment and its political
views, it may seem as though the current
political climate would directly contradict it.
However, monarchs symbolize a unifying yet
adaptive national figure amidst uncertainty,
strengthening national ties and its support.
Even in nations with declining monarchical
favorability, the institution remains more
popular than the actual monarchs.
62 percent of Brits think the British monarchy will still exist in 100 years. While the
rise of European nationalism is destroying
the old fortress of democratic liberalism and
globalization, it will not attack, but instead
support Europe’s foundational institutions:
its royal families. n

From “A Balancing Act: Lessons Learned from
the Swiss Political Model”:
Continued from page 25
the successes of the Swiss model could lend
insight into possible political solutions for
multiethnic countries in turmoil. After
all, Switzerland was not always fortunate
enough to be as politically stable as it is
today. The impetus for implementing its
federalist system came in the wake of a civil
war in 1847 which pitted a progressive Protestant group of cantons against a rival group
of conservative Catholics. In the three centuries before that, the cantons fought three
more civil wars against each other. The political institutions set up after the last civil
war therefore deserve their due credit for
disrupting a history of cyclical violence
While violent ethnic conflict is largely a
thing of the past for Switzerland, it is an unfortunate present-day reality in other areas of
the globe. Transposing the Swiss model onto
any such country wholesale would likely fail.
However, treating the case study of Switzerland as a potential tool box rather than
a packaged good allows us to think about
the different aspects that worked and tinker
with them in particular cases. Between consensus governing, proportional representation, a federalist system of governance, and
many more not highlighted in this article,
Switzerland provides a plethora of tools to
choose from.
Invariably, the respective conflict parties
may hesitate to accept Switzerland as an appropriate analogy, arguing that their own
conflicts are too specific to benefit from
any sorts of comparisons to a different continent, a different era, or a different group
of people. These sorts of doubts, however, underestimate the power of imaginative
thinking that can be found in analogical
comparisons. Switzerland did not devise its
model from scratch. Its bicameral legislature and separation of powers, for instance,
were in part borrowed from the American
model that was created a century earlier. By
combining a mix of what came before with
their own unique twists, Switzerland crafted
a model that suited its needs. If there is one
country to learn from, if U.S. News’ claims
are to be believed, what better country to
choose than the best? n

From “Us Versus Them, or Them versus U.S.—Is
Washington Really to Blame for the Turkish Economic Crisis?”:
Continued from page 28

From “Egyptian Nationalism: An Ideology of
Oppression”:

his nation’s troubles. On the worst day of
the currency collapse, while my colleagues
and I were still in Turkey, Erdogan gave a
speech appealing to national and religious
pride in the face of the adversity presented
by foreign powers. In that speech he, now
famously, said “Don’t forget, they have the
dollar, but we have our people, our God.”
Similar to his American counterpart,
President Erdogan has been extremely successful in rallying nationalists behind his
taunts and raves through these measures.
Riding the wave of their fervor, he is now
seeking to move up the municipal elections
from March 2019 to later this year. Such a
move would run counter to any of the requests by European Union member states to
bolster democratic institutions, and is a clear
attempt by Erdogan to cling to his current
political popularity before it slips away under a worsening economy. So, as evidenced
by the flags hanging on every street corner,
giant posters of Erdogan’s face on billboards
and the sides of buildings, and in speeches
given while I was there, international pressure only validates Erdogan’s pursuit of a
consolidation of power in an us-versus-them
narrative where ideals of democracy and
economic stability are collateral. n

itself on the middle class, quickly decreasing
the class in favor of an increasing lower class.
However, to avoid inciting a riot, the
Egyptian government has encouraged this
nationalism to manifest itself around athletic figures. Use of the Egyptian soccer league
to induce nationalism across the spectrum
of socioeconomic class is exemplified by
two Egyptian soccer stars, Mohamed Salah
and Mohamed Aboutrika. Their individual
identities paled in comparison to the symbolism that their red soccer shirts held. They
were a reminder that Egyptian nationalism
was justified and a sign that it was possible
to overcome poverty to achieve vertical economic mobility. Ironically, it was the same
national hero the government promoted
that betrayed them. The activism of Mohamed Aboutrika contradicted the governments message and his fall from the government’s graces was swift. As he began to take
stances against the rampant poverty through
the country, Egyptians from lower economic
classes were reminded of the very identity
that they were trying to escape from. Selfawareness can incite unrest and is a dangerous form of resistance for an authoritarian
type government; as such, President Sisi
branded Aboutrika as a terrorist.
The term Masr Umm al-Dunya derives
from a rich history of culture and tradition
that previously defined Egypt—a history of
expansive empires and cultural prominence
that has been left to a slow ruin. Egyptian
poverty has continued to increase because of
a lack of proper resources combined with a
deep lust to identify with a broader Egyptian
nationalism that blissfully blinds Egyptians
to its failure to address the lack of vertical
mobility for those from lower socioeconomic classes. While most nations struggle with
socioeconomic inequality and class division,
very few claim to be the best country in the
world, and only one claims to be Umm alDunya. n

Continued from page 33
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