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s 2019 unfolds, the world has demonstrated a remarkable
acceptance of roles, power structures, and reordered communities which once—in seemingly recent history—seemed
inconceivable. Previously unseen forms of warfare and resultant mass
migratory flows, which challenged existing institutions in nearly
every corner of the world, have become common subjects of both
political and colloquial debate. Regional hegemons have seen their
influence wane or bend to the will of new superpowers who exert
their power now on the global stage.
A major theme throughout our writers’ observations is that of
“debt-trap” diplomacy, specifically in regards to China’s increasing
influence in the development sphere—even when the motivations
may not be clear. Americas Regional Editor Jalen Zeman discusses
the insidious dangers of Chinese investment in development projects, weighing Mexico’s need for infrastructural revitalization against
possible Chinese extortion. Archana Prabhakar notes how similar
economic coercion threatens to undermine human rights advocacy
in Sri Lanka, bolstering the power of the country’s elites and strengthening harmful practices left in the wake of Sri Lanka’s Civil War.
As B.A. Bacigal notes in an analysis of Russian aggression
in the Donbas, recent events have entirely redefined the historical
notion of warfare. Although traditional combat has wreaked havoc
on Ukraine’s people, Russia’s tactic of strategic relativism—weakening state institutions in border regions for its own gain—demands the
international community develop a new response. Managing Editor
Ayah Kutmah discusses how the spread of Israeli military and intelligence technologies have recently threatened human rights across

the globe as governments employ these tools to target dissident
citizens.
The changing nature of policy, institutions, and governance also
promises the creation of novel solutions to the world’s most pressing issues. As Secretary Warren Yu explains, rethinking conservation
policies in Thailand could save the endangered elephant population
of Thailand while boosting the nation’s struggling economy, balancing the demands of economic and environmental sustainability.
Middle East Region writers Basil Alsubee and Christina Cincilla
note the potential of different art forms—cinema and contemporary
art—to reinterpret and share national stories. These articles explore
the power of art to catalyze national pride and explore communal
frustration, leading governments across the region to push for greater
support of the arts.
Throughout this edition, our writers share their musings on a
rapidly evolving world, one in which events that now seem commonplace were nearly unthinkable a few years past. “A New Normal” recognizes these changes, explores the potential of this new
age, and—when necessary—demands that our leaders and institutions
do the same.
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Democracy, Power and Uncertainty in
Algerian Transition
- Nesma Daoud

F

or weeks, tens of thousands of
Algerians took to the streets to
demand political change and the
upheaval of President Abdelaziz Bouteflika after he announced his candidacy
for the upcoming elections in April.
These demonstrations echo those of
the Arab Spring back in 2011 where
the desire for democracy in many
countries inspired citizens to ask for
democratic reform. Save for Tunisia,
these hopes were abandoned as many
countries such as Egypt took a more
autocratic turn with their newly elected leaders. Remarkably, the protests in
Algeria have been peaceful in nature, with
little violence between demonstrators and
security forces, unlike in many neighboring
countries. What is most striking of all, however, was the regime’s eventual concession
to the demands of the protestors as Bouteflika, president of 20 years, announced that
he would not pursue a fifth term. Instead,
a convention would be appointed to draft
a new constitution and oversee a peaceful
transition of power.
The ailing president suffered a stroke
in 2013 and has been rarely seen in public
since. Although he has managed to continue
wielding power and win elections, Bouteflika
is merely a figurehead, with an elite circle of
politicians and businessmen ruling the country in his stead. Consequently, his regime’s
concession must be met with a certain degree of skepticism, since his announcement
also cancelled April’s elections. Since Bouteflika will remain president until a successor
is elected in an as-yet unscheduled election,
critics question how much of this power he
is actually willing to relinquish. With this
uncertainty, there is no guarantee that Bouteflika intends to cede any power at all, or that
someone from his elite circle won’t replace
him. This leaves Algeria and its people at a
crossroad. Unless the demonstrators continue demanding genuine democratic reform
and the disposal of both Bouteflika and his
elite circle, there is no assurance that their
appeals will be met. Only this way will they
be able to successfully pave the path to democracy and provide a new leader with the
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opportunity to peacefully transition into
power and implement change.
With its abundance of natural resources, namely oil, Algeria should be performing much better economically. However,
the country’s budget mainly depends on
oil and gas revenues and since 2014, the
price of hydrocarbons plummeted, depleting
the budget. The unemployment rate hovers
above 11 percent, and nearly a third of the
youth are unemployed. These factors, alongside rampant corruption, have impeded the
state’s ability to provide services as well as it
has in the past. Inflation has made it more
difficult for the average Algerian to secure
daily needs, motivating protests throughout
the country over basic services like electricity, health care, housing, pensions, education, and the water supply. Since the regime
does not have the resources to alleviate these
grievances, protests have increased in both
number and intensity.
Like those of the Arab Spring, the demonstrations in Algeria are primarily rooted in
economic despair and rampant corruption,
and are founded on the premise that the
people are a powerful force for change. But,
the Algerian regime hasn’t been as harsh as
other Arab autocrats have been, and this in
part has helped Bouteflika avoid the fate of
his fellow autocratic colleagues in Egypt and
Tunisia when the Arab Spring at its height bypassed Algeria entirely. This is partly due to
Bouteflika’s use of hybrid authoritarianism,
where the opposition is marginalized without stifling it or suppressing it systematically.

Algeria’s unique history has also
helped Bouteflika’s regime survive the
Arab Spring. Bouteflika joined the revolutionary movement against France
in the 1950s. After the war of independence, he began leading the National
Liberation Front (FLN) which has ruled
Algeria since 1962. In 1988, Algeria endured its own revolution when riots
brought an end to the FLN’s one-party
rule. The country then entered a decadelong civil war in the 1990s, during which
tens of thousands were killed in a conflict that began after the military cancelled elections won by Islamists.
Bouteflika and his elite circle have since
drawn upon the dark memories the civil war
left in Algerian history and have expertly utilized them to discourage any dissent, warning protestors of the grave consequences the
last revolution left in its wake. They also cite
the failures of the Arab Spring, referencing
the carnage in Yemen and Syria to instill
fear. Consequently, when the Arab Spring
swept through the region, the regime quickly
bought the public’s obedience with government jobs and subsidies. However, half the
Algerian population is under the age of 28.
They have only known one corrupt president, and have few memories of the civil
war that scarred older generations. Because
of this, they are far more insistent for their
demands of effective democratic change.
The democratic change desired by the
youth can only be achieved by ousting
Bouteflika and his elite circle. Only then
can a temporary government manage the
transition to a more open governmental system and establish a national conference to
implement democratic reforms. Presidential and parliamentary elections can then
be enforced after the current regime’s more
democratic opposition, which is weak and
divided, has had time to organize and regroup. Algeria’s next leader can improve
the country’s condition further by encouraging entrepreneurship, instead of blocking
it to support the regime’s business empire.
Like Bouteflika, Algeria has been in a fragile state for a long time; unlike him, it can
still be saved. n
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The Resource Curse

Why it occurs, and how to avoid it
- Zack Blumberg

T

he continent of Africa, home to over
1.2 billion people, is lavishly endowed with natural resources. From
valuable metals and minerals like gold and
diamonds to modern necessities like oil and
tungsten, African resources can be crucial
to economic prosperity across the continent. However, most of these resource-rich
African states seemingly haven’t benefited
from their natural wealth. Instead, many
are still developing nations with high levels of inequality and undemocratic, sometimes repressive, governments. This situation is known as the resource curse, and it
has plagued countries, especially those in
Africa, for decades. Looking at the idea of
the resource curse, two obvious questions
arise: why does it happen, and is it inevitable? Two examples, the nations of Botswana
and Angola, provide more insight into why
this is such a common phenomenon, and
how smart management can allow nations
to avoid it.
The idea of the resource curse was first
proposed by Richard Auty in 1993 and is
supported by plenty of evidence. Of the
ten countries with the largest confirmed oil
reserves, only two—the United States and
Canada—are ranked within the top 120 most
democratic countries in the world. When
examining countries who rely heavily on exporting oil, using percentage of oil revenue
in a country’s GDP as a metric, the lack of
democracies is even more noticeable. Only
two of the top 20 most oil-reliant nations
rank within the hundred most democratic
countries (Timor-Leste and Norway). The
trend isn’t exclusive to oil-reliant countries
either — countries who rely heavily on gold
and diamond exports fare equally poorly.
Of the top ten diamond-producing nations in the world (who together account for
99 percent of diamond production), seven
are African. However, only one of those nations, Botswana, is ranked higher than 110th
in the human development index (HDI).
Statistically, Botswana is an outlier: despite
being second in global diamond production,
it is still 51st in democratic freedom and
101st in HDI, still qualifying as “highly de-
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Botswana and Angola gained their
independence within a decade of each other,
but different colonial legacies and policy choices set
the two countries on starkly divergent paths.”
veloped”. At the other end of the spectrum,
Angola is 14th worldwide in oil production
and 7th in diamond production, but is significantly worse-off: 148th in democratic
freedom, and 147th in development.
Botswana and Angola gained their independence within a decade of each other,
but different colonial legacies and policy
choices set the two countries on starkly
divergent paths. Botswana has become a
model for stable democracy in sub-Saharan
Africa, while Angola is the poster child for
the resource curse. Economically, Angola
has suffered from “Dutch Disease” — a phenomenon that occurs when a country has
abundant natural resources. Exporting these
resources strengthens the nation’s currency,
causing other more traditional exports such
as agricultural goods to become expensive
and difficult to sell. The disease hit Angola
hard, and between 1998 and 2007 there were
several periods where oil exports made up
over 60 percent of Angola’s GDP; today, oil
revenue makes up no more than 45 percent
of any nation’s economy. The high valuation
of Angolan currency is reflected in a cruel
irony: despite Angola’s relatively low GDP
per capita ($4,100 per person), the capital,
Luanda, is the most expensive city in the
world for expats.
Angola’s “Dutch Disease” and general
lack of societal growth is not only bad luck,
but the outcome of specific policy decisions.
First, Angola has national oil and diamond
companies. In theory, this seems like an
effective way of empowering the country
to benefit from the resources it produces.
In reality however, it actually does the opposite. Many less-developed nations lack a
highly skilled workforce — especially Angola,
where a multi-decade civil war decimated the
population. Because cost-effective mining
and oil drilling require highly skilled tech-

nocrats and experts, Angola must bring in
foreign advisors, which hinders the growth
of the local economy, since Angolan citizens are not the ones being paid. Secondly,
national industries are highly costly to operate, especially when domestic corruption is
prevalent. Unlike in a private system, where
Angola could pit wealthy companies against
each other for the rights to mine within their
territory, creating a national company means
the country itself is responsible for paying to
operate its facilities. Since the profits from
resource excavation go directly to the government, corruption arises, as government
officials are incentivized to siphon off these
profits for their personal enrichment.
Additionally, Angola’s immense profits
actually hurt its own development in some
ways. Many poor or less developed nations
in Africa, who lack the natural resources Angola has, turn to the IMF and World Bank
for loans to help kick start their economy.
However, this money often comes with
stipulations, such as cracking down on corruption. Since Angola doesn’t need these
loans, it also doesn’t need to follow any
external guidelines for socioeconomic improvement, which allows corruption to persist. As a result, fraud is very common, and
between 1997 and 2001 it is estimated that
the country lost track of nearly $1.7 billion.
Corruption also stunts attempts to diversify
the economy, since wealthy groups can pay
off the government to prevent economic
reform.
On the other end of the spectrum lies
Botswana, a stable country that has utilized
its resources effectively. Botswana used policies that focused on creating surpluses, and
has worked with private mining companies.
Unlike Angola, Botswana never created a
Continued on page 36

Egypt’s Parliament Must Resist Sisi’s Pressure
to Extend Sisi’s Term
- Mustafa Hussam

I

n February, Parliamentary supporters
of Egyptian President Abdel Fattah elSisi introduced legislation that could
extend his rule until 2034. The legislation,
which would increase executive power as
well as lengthen presidential terms from 4
to 6 years, includes a special provision that
would allow el-Sisi to extend his tenure as
president for a further 2 terms following the
conclusion of his second term in 2022. This
measure, if passed, would be a disastrous
blow to Egypt’s short term political and economic future and set a dangerous long term
precedent for Post-Revolutionary politics.
Proponents of el-Sisi and this legislation
argue that it will provide him with the stability with which he can oversee the remainder
of the ambitious infrastructure, economic
reform, and counterterrorism projects that
he has emphasized throughout his time as
president. However, this claim is delegitimized by the revolving door of ministers
since Sisi’s rise to power in 2014 and instead
implies that this legislation is more intent
on consolidating power at the very top of
the country’s executive branch. The Sisi regime has notably decided to build a new
Egyptian capital outside of Cairo as well as
revamp the country’s crumbling highway
system. The spate of terrorist attacks to occur in Egypt over the last several years has
led to the Sisi regime making counterterrorism a central tenet. While these goals seem
laudable upon first consideration, both have
served the dual purpose to further entrench
the Sisi regime’s power, often at the expense
of the Egyptian public. The infrastructure
projects have largely been implemented by
the Egyptian military, granting further economic power to an entity that some have
estimated accounts for up to 40 percent of
the economy. Furthermore, Egypt’s counterterrorism measures have been used as justification for silencing any and all critics of
the Egyptian government.
The proposed legislation would amplify the power enjoyed by Egypt’s executive
branch by installing provisions that would
grant the president further control of judicial appointments and the power to eschew
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judicial oversight of legislation before being
voted on in parliament. Additionally, this
law would codify the military’s role in Egypt
as the “guardian and protector of the state,
democracy, and the Constitution.” The further elevated status of the Egyptian military
under this legislation combined with its amplified economic power from the country’s
infrastructure development indicates that
the military’s political prominence is likely
to continue increasing over the next several
years. If the military becomes further politically entrenched, then the silencing of critics
in the media and of opposition political parties will only intensify, rendering their organization nearly impossible. Thus, this legislation would not give Sisi the opportunity to
get democratically re-elected twice more, but
would rather guarantee his position until 2034
if he so chooses. Furthermore, 16 more years
of a Sisi regime would be likely to completely
disintegrate all forms of political opposition
and organization, paving the way for Sisi to
appoint his successor if he ever decides to step
down and giving him control over the government’s judicial and legislative branches.
The confluence of these factors would likely
erode Egyptian civil society over several decades to the point where the military truly
would become a necessary means with which
the government and economic policy would
be held together in the long term.
This potential law would also negate many
of the very difficult economic reforms undertaken over the last several years. In November 2016, the Egyptian government signed
an agreement with the IMF to implement
numerous macroeconomic reforms that included floating the Egyptian pound, eliminating food and energy subsidies, and lifting

stringent business regulations in exchange for
a $12 billion loan over several years. Among
others, a primary goal of these reforms was
to attract foreign direct investment into an
Egyptian economy that had seen its foreign
currency reserves shrink significantly due to
dramatically decreased tourism and foreign
investment following the 2011 revolution
and 2013 coup d’état. In signaling an increase in the military’s economic activity,
and thereby reducing economic efficiency,
Egypt will become a less attractive destination for investment. Furthermore, this law
would be a clear indication that the “rules
of the game” in Egypt are far from stable,
thereby increasing uncertainty for foreign
investors, which would also depress foreign
investment by pushing potential investors
to take their capital to more stable political
markets. If passed, this law would therefore
counteract the tremendously demanding
economic reforms implemented over the
last several years to attract foreign investment. It must also be noted that these reforms are very politically unpopular among
all groups in Egyptian society, despite being
necessary to facilitate long-term, stable economic growth. As such, any potential successor to el-Sisi in 2022 would likely seek to
repeal many of these reforms in the hopes of
garnering political support. However, there
are alternative measures by which the longterm persistence of these reforms can be protected besides this legislation.
Thus, it is imperative that the Egyptian
Parliament does not pass this reform in the
interest of Egyptians in the near and long
term. While around ten political parties have
come out in opposition to this reform, the
aforementioned suppression of political opposition has made it impossible for these
parties alone to stop this law from passing
through Parliament due to the prevalence
of Sisi supporters in the chamber. The road
to convince the Egyptian government to
avoid this destructive policy will thus be
mostly contingent on whether leaders are
convinced that this policy will hinder the
progress being made in critical subsections
of the Egyptian economy. n
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How Niger Became Europe’s Border Wall
- Sebastian Leder Macek

I

n 2018, Niger ranked last in
the Human Development
Index. Subsistence is the primary goal for the majority of the
population. Most Nigeriens are
occupied by menial labor for menial wages. Yet, two years before
Niger reached the nadir of international development, the government took strong measures not
to encourage economic activity,
but to stifle it.
In the summer of 2016, the
Nigerien government instituted a
crackdown on migrant smuggling.
Migrant smuggling refers to the
transportation of individuals across international borders without proper authorization. In other words, migrant smuggling is
illegal migration and the migrant smugglers
are those who help migrants move to new
countries illegally. Of the 300,000 who traveled through Niger in 2016, almost all were
bound for Europe. The European Union, in
the midst of a growing refugee crisis, convinced the Nigerian government to restrict
smuggling. The EU, by furthering its own
interests through corrupt means and by doing little to help those left behind by the
policies it demanded, has acted wrongly.
The EU should avoid undue influence over
Niger’s domestic policies and should seek
to empower the world’s poor, not impose
greater hardships upon them.
In 2014, the European Development
Fund awarded Niger over $850 million for
a period of six years in an attempt to change
Nigerien migration policy. Many of these
funds were earmarked for projects related to
illegal migration. At the time, local leaders,
including the leader of the northern Nigerien region, saw this move as a bargaining
chip in negotiations between the Europeans
and Nigerien leaders over migration. Prominent European leaders began to visit the
country and praise the government. Angela
Merkel, Jean-Claude Juncker, and the top
EU foreign affairs official Federica Mogherini all visited Niger during this time. These
efforts culminated in the 2016 law banning
people smuggling. The EU took immediate
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it demanded have done nothing
but hurt ordinary Nigeriens who
had escaped poverty through the
trafficking market. These people,
living in one of the poorest areas on earth, had found a way
to provide for themselves while
helping other desperate people
access greater economic opportunities. Yet with the collapse of
the market, their newfound economic security disappeared. The
EU has broken with standard aid
practices to further its own interAerial view of Niamey, the capital city of Niger. The Saga Kourtey area
ests. When dealing with corrupt
in the urban commune Niamey IV. WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
governments, most choose to give
action to ensure the effectiveness of the ban.
aid through non-governmental organizaMost directly, military advisors were sent to
tions. As Niger ranks 112th of out of 180
countries in corruption, the EU has reason
train local police forces and border security
to avoid funding the government. Indeed,
on how to track and capture smugglers. In
doing so, the EU took direct action to shape
before 2014, only 1/3 of the EU’s aid to
Nigerien law enforcement to suit its own inNiger went to the government, but that has
since changed, as 3/4 now goes directly to
terests. In 2017, the EU announced that it
the government budget.
would provide Niger with one billion euros
This shift coincides with the EU’s dirty
over the next three years, much of which was
money deals, corrupt practices, and dedicaset aside for migration projects.
tion to restricting migration through Niger,
This policy change served EU interests
without regard for the interests of most Niwell. In fact, Mogherini, in a recent visit to
Niger, claimed that Niger had become the
geriens. That money, placed in the hands
model for “migration management” and that
of corrupt government officials, has not
the same policies should be replicated across
made its way to the people of Niger. The
Africa. The end result of this ongoing relaEU initially promised to compensate the
tionship is that Niger is now the largest per
nearly 10,000 former smugglers affected by
capita recipient of EU aid in the world. This
this change, but so far less than 400 have
aid has helped build desert border posts and
received any compensation at all. The EU
has repeatedly promised that new funds are
communication systems for local police, it
on the way, but they have yet to materialhas allowed Niger to train many more judges
to hear and sentence trafficking cases, it has
ize, in stark contrast to the money flowfinanced the purchase of advanced trucks,
ing into the capital, Niamey. Locals report
off-road vehicles, and motorcycles for Niearning as little as 20 times less than they
gerien police forces. In effect, the last three
did before the crackdown. According to the
years have seen Niger become the southern
International Office for Migration, yearly
border of Europe.
revenues in the north of Niger have fallen
But, one might object, these resources
by over $100 million, in a country where
came from the EU. The EU has lavished
the GDP per capita is barely $1000. Many
have since left northern Niger in search of
aid on Niger that can be used to improve
the country. So, this arrangement is really
employment elsewhere. The local businesses
serving both parties. Unfortunately, there
that had grown around the continual flow
of migrants, many of them run by women,
is a third party involved: the Nigerien people. The way in which the EU has providContinued on page 36
ed this “aid” has meant that the policies

Russia’s Creeping Presence in The Central
African Republic
- Rachel Milner

T

he Central African Republic (CAR) is
home to an underreported humanitarian crisis. Now deemed “the most
dangerous place in the world for children” by
NBC, CAR’s civil war has led to widespread
famine and death. CAR has been plagued
by failing government institutions, reaching
its full height in 2012 with a complete rebel
takeover. As foreign nations have withdrawn
troops and humanitarian organizations have
left due to violence, the UN has deliberated
over how to respond to CAR’s pleads for
weapons and aid. In an atmosphere unsafe
for humanitarian operations, many innocent civilians are left with nowhere to turn.
While the problems in CAR have garnered
some international demands for aid, other
countries have viewed the conflict as a potentially lucrative opportunity. In particular,
Russia has emerged as a major player in the
region. Without another authority to step
up to the plate, Russia has had a free hand
to expand its access. Regional powers should
play a larger role in mediating civil conflict
to prevent Russia from opportunistically
pouncing on conflict.
According to the United Nations, the
conflict has displaced one in four Central Africans, totaling 1.1 million people
worldwide. Armed groups control nearly
two-thirds of the country, breaching regions
that had previously been secure. Without a
strong centralized government or a military
with the capability to provide citizens with
food and water, CAR has fallen into crisis.
Competing insurgencies have broken down
organized resistance, leaving the opportunity for political unity unlikely. It began when
the Séléka, a rebel coalition, began to overtake regions in the country. In 2013, they
took control and CAR’s President Bozize
fled. Subsequently, coalition leader Michel
Djotodia was sworn in and dissolved parliament. While there have been attempted transitional governments as well as foreign intervention attempts, the situation continues
to escalate. Multiple insurgencies plague the
country, causing continual violence and economic turmoil. Yet, despite these troubles,
there has been a relatively low awareness

of the situation amongst the global public.
While China’s moves and motives in Africa have been visible for years, Russia has
stealthily increased its efforts within the continent. Ranging from academic subsidies to
supplying weapons, the strategy Russia has
implemented with each respective country
in Africa varies. In Sudan, Russian contractors have been advising the government on
security. The BBC reports that Russia has
also made substantive weapons transfers to
a myriad of African nations. Additionally,
Zimbabwe and Sudan have forged diamond,
platinum, and other mineral deals with the
Kremlin. The numerous ties Russia has established have been integral as part of its
long-term strategy for the continent.
Recently, Russian involvement in the
Central African Republic has become the
most glaring example of its regional activity.
Though Russian officials have downplayed
their involvement, evidence would show
otherwise: new maneuvers and initiatives
have helped to further carve out Russian
influence in the region. When the UN deliberated on how to provide weapons to
help CAR, France suggested using weapons
it had taken from Somalia in a raid. Russia
objected, however, and the UN approved
its request to send a Russian donation of
military aid. Following this, Russia has increased its military presence in the nation,
and the CAR government recently claimed it
is open to Russia establishing a military base
in the country. Beginning with AK47s, sniper rifles, machine guns and grenade launchers, the original provision of weapons to
CAR has turned into contractors training
soldiers and implementing Russian-style security techniques in the country. Increasing
trade and securing deals throughout Africa
has allowed Russia to move into territories
traditionally dominated by western powers
such as France, which continues to maintain
influence in CAR, but faces marginalization
from Russian intervention.
As Russia continues to build up its
economy and international reach, Africa
has provided a valuable foothold for the
Kremlin to accomplish both goals. Recent-

ly, France, the United Kingdom, and the
United States blocked a second request from
Russia to provide additional weapons until
there was more information about the first
shipment. Although this may delay further
involvement, Russia has found alternative
ways of spreading its influence. There have
been questions raised about a private Russian military contractor organization called
the Wagner group. While mainly based in
speculation, this organization is tied to other
missions carried out for the country. Furthermore, Reuters states that Russia has become
a voice within militia negotiations in CAR.
Consequently, despite the suspension on an
influx of more weapons, Russia can continue
to impact CAR’s internal relations. While
nations like France are wary of Russia’s increased friendliness with countries like CAR,
there is very little that Western powers can
do to hinder Russia’s access. In a region so
devastated by violence, the lack of thorough
oversight and limitations permits Russia to
remain vague on the depth of their activities.
The history of intervention from global powers into Africa has been controversial both internationally and domestically.
However, from the perspective of Western
nations, Russia’s attempted resurgence in international deals poses a threat to economic
development and foreign relations for their
own countries. For nations such as CAR that
require aid, desperation has pushed governments to accept materials and assistance
then question where that help originates.
This has allowed Russia to take advantage of
conflicts and situate itself for future profit.
In order to stem this process, other nations
must increase their involvement, especially
in unstable regions, to prevent Russia from
establishing such permanent holdings. n
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Out of Bounds

The Venezuelan Diaspora
- Americas Region Contributing Authors

W

hile the Bolivarian Revolution in 1998 sent hundreds of thousands of mostly middle- and upperclass Venezuelans into exile, it was not until a recent myriad of economic, social, and political factors
caused millions of Venezuelans—regardless of class—to flee the country. In a study by the Central
University of Venezuela, an estimated 1.5 million people emigrated between 1999 and 2014. As of February
2019, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees estimated that over 3.3 million Venezuelans (approximately 10
percent of the country) have fled. This level of widespread irregular migration has proved a difficult challenge for
different countries to accommodate. Because of the geographical, economic, and social endowments of recipient
countries, the amount of Venezuelan migrants and the atmospheres they encounter vary widely across the globe.

Colombia

Brazil

- Luke Jacobs

- Benji Mazin

In most countries, migrants can expect
to be treated with suspicion or contempt
by locals. But Colombia, due to historical
ties with its neighbor Venezuela, has opted
for compassion. In many border crossing
checkpoints between the two countries, migrants are greeted with giant banners that read
“Colombia and Venezuela United Forever.”
Since 2015, over a million Venezuelans have
crossed the border into Colombia to escape
the worst economic disaster in the region’s
recent history. Most are fleeing in order to attain the basic necessities of life, like food and
shelter, which have become impossible to attain due to rampant inflation. A cheap lunch
in Venezuela, for example, now costs an entire month’s salary for the average worker.
The Colombian government has constructed
thousands of temporary shelters for the refugees and staffed the camps with aid workers
offering services ranging from medical care
to free manicures. But frustration has been
brewing among some Colombians living near
the border. Since the arrival of the refugees,
crime rates have spiked in some border cities, leaving residents to demand a stricter response from the government. The situation
remains extremely volatile, and many analysts suspect Colombia’s new conservative
President, Iván Duque Márquez, to show less
compassion if more drastic developments,
like a civil war, were to unfold in Venezuela.

Despite sharing a 1,366-mile border with
Venezuela, Brazil has received fewer Venezuelan refugees than other large South American
countries. The UN refugee agency estimates
that Brazil hosts 85,000 Venezuelan refugees.
Even so, such a figure has been enough to
spark significant controversy, as Brazilian authorities have come under criticism for their
treatment of refugees. The 13 shelters set up
along the border state of Roraima have a total capacity of 5,500 people, meaning that
many are having to sleep rough on the streets,
where they are exposed to violence, disease,
prostitution, and hunger. The Brazilian government has only resettled 3,170 refugees to
other cities across the country. Those that
remain in Roraima have suffered attacks from
the local population, who complain of a rise
in criminality. Last September, after locals
destroyed the refugees’ personal possessions
and set fire to their camps, hundreds of Venezuelans crossed the border back into their
own country.
The border area, deep within the Amazon
rainforest, is home to Venezuelan indigenous
communities that have also had to flee to
Brazil. Their situation is especially vulnerable, as many of them were already living in
extremely precarious conditions in Venezuela. Recently, indigenous Venezuelan communities pledged to support Interim President Juan Guaidó’s efforts to get aid across
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the Brazilian border into Venezuela. While
President Bolsonaro has shown support for
Guaidó’s actions, he has not demonstrated
much interest in improving the conditions
of Venezuelan refugees in Brazil.

Ecuador
- Jalen Zeman
Housing what the United Nations estimates as over 221,000 Venezuelan migrants,
Ecuador has become a significant player in
the far-reaching humanitarian, economic,
and political crisis in Venezuela. Even further, hundreds of thousands of Venezuelan
migrants have used Ecuador as a stop on
their way to Peru. Yet, as a source and transit
point for migrants, Venezuelans have poured
into a country largely unready and undetermined to adequately accommodate them. In
late November 2018, an Ecuadorian official
estimated that the funding gap needed for
proper housing, health, and education for migrants was $550 million. Even then, the lack
of funding seems inadequate in supporting
the urgent needs of and mitigating the serious risks to Venezuelan migrants. Residents
of Quito and other large cities frequently see
families of migrants begging and living in
the streets as a result of insufficient housing
and employment opportunities. As a result,
crime by migrants, especially targeted toward
other migrants, has grown. This growth in
crime has increased anti-migrant rhetoric in
a largely welcoming country, resulting in a

January 2019 order for all Venezuelan migrants entering the country to show proof of
no criminality - a difficult task as many migrants lack passports. While the Constitutional Court suspended the migrant restrictions
in late March 2019, suspicion of migrants
still remains in Ecuador. Unless international
organizations and donors meet the serious
funding gaps in Ecuador, it is reasonable to
suspect that anti-migrant rhetoric will stay.

Peru
- Anna Haynes
Despite its distance from the Venezuelan
border, Peru has served as the destination to
more Venezuelan refugees than any country except Columbia. As one of the fastestgrowing regional economies, Peru promises
economic and political stability well worth
the arduous journey to Lima. However, in
light of increased migratory flows into the
country, the Peruvian government has begun to cap the provision of work permits for
migrants and reevaluate the longevity of the
current open-door policy. As Peruvian leadership passed from former President Pedro
Pablo Kuczynski to current President Martín
Vizcarra in mid-2018, promises of temporary
residency for all Venezuelans fell flat. The
new regime oscillated between a number of
experimental policies, requiring all Venezuelans entering in August to register as tourists by using passports, only to reverse this
policy on grounds of unconstitutionality a
month later. While this confusion poses no
direct threat to Venezuelans in the country,
it is indicative of the Peruvian government’s
failure to engage in long-term strategizing.
Looking ahead, Peruvian officials cite this
lack of sustainable solutions as the biggest
threat to the Venezuelan diaspora.

U.S.
- Jalen Zeman
While far removed from the multiple
crises in Venezuela, the United States has
nevertheless seen a growing amount of Venezuelans making the journey north. Census
figures suggest that there are approximately
350,000 Venezuelan immigrants in the U.S.,
with the latest wave coming in the last four
years. However, the Trump administration

has met the recent increasing needs of migrants with more restrictive visa policies. Previously, most Venezuelan migrants in the
U.S. had come through high-skill work visas, but most members of the current massive exodus do not meet those requirements.
Additionally, the economic collapse has left
many Venezuelans unable to afford the visa
application fee or the expensive plane ticket.
Furthermore, the administration has severely curtailed the number of tourist visas to
cut down on the number of undocumented
migrants. As a result, the administration’s
policies confuse many Venezuelans, as their
strong condemnation of the Maduro regime and support of the Venezuelan people
through providing generous aid to neighboring countries seem disjointed from the refusal
to grant asylum and legal status to migrants.

Spain
- Zack Blumberg
One of the most drastic options for those
seeking to flee Venezuela is going across the
Atlantic to Spain. Compared to other options Venezuelans have, Spain is a very attractive landing spot. It is more developed and
stronger economically than nations closer to
Venezuela, with a higher standard of living
and higher GDP than Colombia, Peru, Brazil, and Ecuador. Because of Spain’s colonial
control of Venezuela from 1521-1821, the
two nations have cultural and linguistic connections that make the country approachable
to Venezuelans. The countries still maintain a
strong relationship today, with an estimated
100,000 Venezuelans living in Spain. Spain
has also generally been open to migrants,
meaning asylum seekers may find the country more welcoming than others in the region. However, there are several key issues
that make fleeing to Spain a difficult task
for those leaving Venezuela. First, there is
the great distance - Venezuelans would have
to leave their friends and relatives thousands
of miles behind. More importantly, getting
to Spain is quite expensive. As a result, this
path is reserved for middle and upper-class
Venezuelans; with an estimated 75 percent of
the Venezuelan population currently living
under the poverty line, this limits the number of people who could afford the journey.
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Xenophobia in the CAQ-Controlled
Québécoise Government
- Ben Miller

C

anada, our friendly neighbor to the
north, may seem like a political
paradise compared to the United
States, with a youthful Prime Minister and
a welcoming, hospitable message of inclusivity. However, the progressive trajectory
of national Canadian policy is not having
the same effect in one of her provinces. For
many decades, the Canadian province of
Québec has remained largely isolated, with
the Québécois viewing themselves as independent of the rest of Canada. This sentiment stems from a fierce sense of identity
surrounding the shared European culture
and official language of French that exist in
Québec. From road signs to menus, Québec
has fully embraced, and staunchly defended,
their connection to their mother tongue.
Rising immigration to Canada has led to nationalist groups gaining prominence in the
political sphere. The Coalition Avenir Québec (CAQ), a center-right nationalist party,
gained control of the National Assembly
of Québec in October of 2018, controlling
seventy-five of the one hundred-twenty five
seats. Despite being classified as a centerright party, the CAQ has extreme views on
sovereignty and immigration. Since their
momentous victory, the party has spewed
anti-immigrant rhetoric and has acted as a
counter to the immigrant friendly policies
coming from Ottawa. It is imperative that
the people of Québec reject CAQ’s hateful
ideology and not be distracted by some of
their more moderate policies, especially at
a time in which right-wing populism is on
the rise in much of the world and has the
potential to affect Canada nationally. A wellorganized opposition campaign will be necessary this summer and beyond as the CAQ
seeks to pass particularly extreme legislation.
The CAQ-controlled government seeks
to unveil a “secularism” bill this summer that
is a bigoted attempt to target Muslim citizens in Québec. The bill will seek to forbid
government employees in “positions of authority” from wearing any religious symbols
while on duty. This action will most directly
affect teachers, as they are the group covered
by the bill known to wear the religious symbols targeted. As La Presse reported, “the bill
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A well-organized opposition campaign will
be necessary this summer and beyond as the
CAQ seeks to pass particularly extreme legislation.”
would include notwithstanding clauses overriding the Quebec and Canadian charters of
rights, to head off court challenges after it’s
passed.” In short, this is a blatant effort to
undermine citizens’ religious liberties in pursuit of support from right-wing factions that
support the CAQ. The CAQ is attempting
to deflect ire by inserting a clause exempting current employees from the ban. This
exception does not make the bill any better
for the Québécois, and only highlights the
notion that the CAQ recognizes that the
bill undermines fundamental rights. As the
Montreal Gazette describes, “The ban would
still be discriminatory, only the discrimination would be less visible. It would still apply
in hiring and appointments.” Ultimately,
this bill stigmatizes Muslims in the Québec community and seeks to discriminate
against them in the workplace. Every effort
should be made to stop its passage, including public demonstration and petitioning to
the government by citizens. Regardless of
religious identity, the CAQ’s effort to discriminate against religious minorities is an
affront to all Canadians, a people who have
long fought for — and transcribed within
their own constitution — equality and religious freedom.
Fortunately, there is a formidable opposition to the CAQ and their agenda. On
March 24, citizens took to the streets to protest Premier François Legault’s CAQ government. Marlihan Lopez, vice-president
of the Québec Women’s Federation and
organizer of the event, told Global News
that she hopes the protest will show government officials that their laws will hurt people
whom they represent. “We’re still trying to
convince the government that there is actual
systemic racism in Québec,” Lopez said. In
addition to the proposed ban on religious
symbols, there is also another proposal —
Bill 9 — that would seek to cancel 18,000
immigration applications and require ap-

plicants to develop French language skills.
Immigration Minister Simon Jolin-Barrette
defended Bill 9 by saying it will promote
“linguistic and professional integration of
immigrants.” It is imperative that those opposed to these bills continue to make their
voices heard through demonstrations such
as these and, if no success is achieved in
preventing their implementation, tirelessly
campaign to ensure the CAQ loses their majority in the next parliamentary election. It
is critical to support parties such as Québec
Solidaire that oppose the CAQ and in doing so, stand up for what is right and just.
Fundamentally, the bigotry of the CAQ
runs counter to the freedoms and ideals of
Canada, a nation founded on the belief of
religious freedom and expression. Therefore, it is troubling that the CAQ has decided that Québec should challenge those
values through this proposed legislation that
serves as an unambiguous symbol of xenophobia and hatred. Despite the CAQ’s
belief that this legislation would preserve
Québécois tradition and culture, it is in fact
doing the opposite, rejecting the very ideas
that make Québec — and Canada — leaders
on the world stage. The Canadian national
anthem reads “keep our land glorious and
free.” It’s high time for the CAQ to be reminded of that sacred verse. n

Why Mexico Should Be Wary of Chinese
Financing
- Jalen Zeman

L

atin America has an extensive infrastructure problem that inhibits
growth and reinforces high levels of
inequality. 60 percent of the region’s roads
are unpaved and the region spends the lowest share of GDP on infrastructure outside
of Sub-Saharan Africa. Consequently, many
Latin American countries, like Mexico, require levels of investment that domestic savings cannot cover. On one hand, many of
the region’s countries require foreign direct
investment; on the other hand, they have
complicated histories with, and have felt imperialized by Western capital. As a result, it
makes sense why many, like Mexico, would
look to China as a source of capital instead
of the traditional Western institutions. An
unstable and unreliable United States foreign policy and a complicated relationship
with the International Monetary Fund all
reasonably point toward China as a good
partner. Furthermore, China has been willing to finance projects that others won’t,
such as risky hydroelectric dams. Yet, Mexico
should be wary of borrowing from China, as
its seemingly friendly rates have consistently
demonstrated a dark underside.
Mexico has a complex and troubled history with international finance institutions
that aid Chinese interests. Before 1982, Mexico took on high levels of debt to finance
infrastructure projects. Due to a global economic downturn, higher interest rates raised
debt levels so much that the capital flows
shut off and Mexico needed IMF intervention. IMF loans came with neoliberal adjustment packages that opened markets while
engendering inequality and poverty. Whether justified or not, many Mexicans nevertheless felt that they played by the West’s rules
and still got burned. Furthermore, in 1994,
the Mexican treasury failed to maintain the
pegged peso and had to float, resulting in
a huge devaluation and capital outflow. An
international bailout organized by the U.S.
saved Mexico from default; however, the
bailout came with austerity cuts that curtailed government expenditure. Because of
the crisis, Mexico experienced a recession
with increased levels of inflation, poverty,
crime, and mortality. Again, while the cause

…there are valid concerns by international
financial institutions that the BRI is debt-trap
diplomacy under another name.”
of the crisis is debatable, many were still
upset with the austerity measures imposed
by the loans and blamed Western financial
institutions. While there is plenty of blame
to go around vis-à-vis the economic crises,
Western-enforced austerity measures coupled with a deep history of Western imperialism has eroded Mexican confidence in
Western financial institutions.
While Western financial institutions
have traditionally imposed the burdensome “Washington Consensus” among lowincome countries, the alternative of Chinese financing of investment in places that
others will not—while not inherently malicious—also reflects burdensome tendencies.
The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), a global
project aimed at strengthening China’s economic position in the world, has invested
billions of dollars in Asia and Africa. From
Djibouti to Nigeria, Kazakhstan to Indonesia, China has financed the construction of
hundreds of bridges, tunnels, roads, ports,
and more. The geographic and economic
scale of the BRI means opportunities for
billions of people in low-income countries
that traditional financial markets would not
otherwise service. Yet, there are valid concerns by international financial institutions
that the BRI is debt-trap diplomacy under
another name.
Debt-trap diplomacy is the extension of
excessive credit from a creditor to a debtor
with the creditor’s intention to extract political or economic concessions from the
debtor when the debtor eventually defaults.
A report by Fitch Ratings places doubt that
Chinese infrastructure investment in Africa
and Eurasia results from actual infrastructure
demand and points toward political ambitions as the motivation behind the investments. As an example, debt forced the Sri
Lankan government to lease to China for
99 years a Chinese-financed and -built port.
In Zambia, Djibouti, Pakistan, and many

others, empty airports, unused roads, and
poorly built buildings reflect the real consequences of Chinese debt-trap diplomacy.
Most importantly, this predatory diplomacy
is not exclusive to Eurasia and Africa as the
BRI name suggests; China has spread the
BRI to Latin America, with Ecuador serving as a prime example for Mexico of how
it can all go wrong.
Because of a distrust of Western financial
institutions and an urgent need for infrastructure investment, Ecuadorian President
Rafael Correa broke off relations with the
Western financial institutions in 2006 by defaulting on $3.2 billion of Ecuador’s foreign
debt and asked China for help. The Chinese
invested in, among other projects, the Coca
Codo Sinclair Dam ($1.7 billion)—a project
doomed from the start. Before the project
began, the New York Times reported that
both Ecuadorian and Chinese officials had
concerns about the dam’s location next to
an erupting volcano, the efficacy of electricity production, and increasing deforestation. Nevertheless, Correa pushed through
despite the risks and China was more than
happy to follow along. Today, the dam runs
on half capacity, is filled with cracks, and
falls monumentally short of providing energy to the promised one-third of the country.
Regardless, Ecuador still has to pay back the
loan, but not in dollars; the Chinese slyly
based the loans in Ecuador’s most valued
export: oil. Ecuador now gives up 80 percent of its oil production to repay China.
The current energy minister put it succinctly: “China took advantage of Ecuador. The
strategy of China is clear. They take control
of countries.” Facing overwhelming debt
and fiscal constraints, the risk to Ecuador
of sliding back into a recession from which
it just escaped should serve as an example
for Mexico of how China can “take control
Continued on page 36
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AMLO and Economic Reforms in Mexico
- Tuhin Chakraborty

O

n December 1st, 2018, Andrés
Manuel López Obrador (AMLO)
was sworn in as the 58th president
of Mexico. As the first left-leaning Mexican
leader in recent memory, many saw AMLO
as the change that Mexico needs after decades of drug violence, corruption, and economic problems. Remarking in his inauguration speech that “today begins a change in
the political regime,” López Obrador called
for “profound and radical” changes that will
end the “corruption and impunity” that has
“impeded” Mexico for so long. AMLO believes that increased spending on infrastructure and more government financing of key
fuel companies such as PEMEX will be the effective reforms that will elevate Mexico to an
“economic powerhouse.” However, AMLO’s
ideas for building more public infrastructure
and boosting Mexico’s energy production
will do little to curtail Mexico’s rampant corruption and boost economic prospects; they
will likely harm the economy by making existing corruption more wasteful and scaring
away foreign investment. To actually improve
the Mexican economy, AMLO should encourage more private foreign investment in
his infrastructure projects and effectively cut
down the graft in Mexico’s oil industry to
boost productive efficiency.
Before AMLO officially took office, he
was quick to promise new infrastructure that
would rebuild the Mexican economy. However, some of his recent actions ironically
involved the destruction, not construction,
of potential infrastructure. Last November,
AMLO scrapped a $13.3 billion-dollar project to build a massive new airport in Mexico
City. AMLO supported this move by citing
an informal referendum organized by Morena (AMLO’s political party) that showed
that over 70 percent of respondents favored
cancelling the airport, because they saw it
as an unnecessary and costly expenditure.
However, less than 2 percent of Mexico’s
eligible electorate participated in that referendum. AMLO’s claim that he was following what “the people decided” is untenable
because such a tiny percentage of a population cannot represent all Mexican voters.
Regardless of the nature of popular support
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To actually improve the Mexican economy,
AMLO should encourage more private
foreign investment in his infrastructure projects
and effectively cut down the graft in Mexico’s oil
industry to boost productive efficiency.”
for his decision to cancel the airport, the
cancellation rattled investors, causing Mexican stocks to plunge. The Mexican peso
dropped by 4 percent in value, and the Mexican government was forced to spend nearly
$2 billion on buying back investor debt from
the airport debacle in order to stabilize the
country’s finances and currency. Instead of
eliminating the whole airport, AMLO could
have used the airport’s construction as a way
to revise and investigate the contracts associated with various aspects of it (e.g. supplying
building materials, labor, etc.) and fulfill a
campaign promise of reducing government
corruption by eliminating only contracts
from firms shown to be corrupt.
Despite the airport debacle, the proposed
highways, railways, and other transportation
systems of the Isthmus of Tehuantepec represent a prime example of AMLO’s positive infrastructure goals. However, his clashes with
his predecessor’s economic policies and his
current actions to attract investment for such
infrastructure bring the efficacy of his plans
into question. The former President, Enrique
Peña Nieto, sought to attract money for infrastructure projects all around Mexico by
constructing special economic zones, where
taxes were lowered to facilitate investment.
While AMLO recently announced that Tehuantepec will be a special economic zone, he
notably added the caveat that all investment
in that zone would be national, declaring
that there would be no “open call to foreign
companies” to bring their assets into Mexico.
While it is possible that national investment
alone could finance the ambitious projects in
Tehuantepec — expected to cost around 8 billion pesos (about $420 million) — completely
excluding international investment in any
form seems to be a needless restriction that
will only delay economic growth. Following

Peña Nieto’s model of allowing international
investment in special economic zones would
be a simple way to expedite the process of
infrastructure creation.
AMLO’s promise to overhaul the energy
sector of Mexico’s economy was perhaps the
most important factor behind his landslide
victory in last year’s elections. This past December, AMLO directed the government
to increase the budget of Mexico’s state oil
company PEMEX from 407 billion pesos
to 464.6 billion pesos (about $23 billion) in
order to increase the company’s declining
production by about 52 percent by 2024.
However, critics view this plan as likely to
worsen PEMEX’s finances, as there has been
insufficient effort by AMLO so far to increase the economic efficiency of PEMEX,
which currently has over $100 billion in
debt. A significant portion of this inefficiency can be traced back to PEMEX’s assets being tied to corrupt activities, including an illicit oil black market worth around
$3.5 billion. According to government data,
unscrupulous individuals, including many
PEMEX employees, steal and illegally use
200 million pesos ($10.4 million) worth of
fuel each day. Although AMLO is trying
to tackle this issue by increasing pipeline
surveillance and arrests of corrupt PEMEX
officials, a January 2019 pipeline explosion
— the result of an illegal fuel tapping — that
killed nearly 90 people and sparked allegations of negligence from PEMEX control
centers clearly shows that fuel graft is still
an issue. If it is not quelled soon, the extra
money spent on PEMEX’s budget could
be wasted on the same graft that helped
drive PEMEX into debt in the first place.
Therefore, AMLO could quickly go from
Continued on page 37

Internet Access in Cuba
The Future
- Luke Jacobs

L

ast August, Cubans experienced a
phenomenon for the first time that
most citizens across Latin America
take for granted: mobile internet access.
For a few short hours, the state-run telecom company, ETECSA, granted free access
to the web for any Cuban with a cellphone.
It was a miserably slow experience (download rates barely exceeded 1 megabyte per
second) but left many thrilled by the brief
connection to the outside world. The content they accessed was mostly uncensored,
since the Cuban government, unlike other
totalitarian states, has yet to bother with
blocking offensive sites. Prior to the test,
Cubans could only access the Internet by
going to one of the 800 cafes and Wi-Fi
hotspots around the country. Before these
cafes, which were just recently built in 2013,
the Internet was almost totally restricted to
a privileged cadre of government officials,
state journalists, and tourists. It was an environment that Freedom House called “one of
the world’s least connected for information
and communication technologies.”
But since the test last year, Cuba has
continued to expand internet access to its
citizens, leaving many hopeful for a future
where they can join the globalized world and
enjoy the benefits of an online connection,
like finding work, knowledge, or products.
In December of last year, the government
announced that it would begin offering internet access across all mobile devices, albeit
with costly monthly plans that are barely
affordable to the average consumer. Rates
are around the global average—10 cents per
megabyte—but are considered unaffordable
in a nation where the average worker earns
$30 a month. This change may seem farcical—only the well-off can afford to fully
enjoy it—but it will undoubtedly increase
investment into the nation’s economy from
foreign companies.
The prospect of a few million new consumers in a country just miles away from the
U.S. has caught the attention of a few giants
across many sectors. Verizon and Google
have been investing in market research since
the Obama Administration began loosening
economic sanctions, mainly to see how they

could offer services that wouldn’t infringe
on Cuba’s state monopoly. The financial
technology sector has also been lit up by
the prospect of more Cubans buying products across the Internet, which would generate a need for mobile payment systems.
There is also the farfetched possibility that
Havana, Cuba’s capital city, could become
a regional tech hub like other Latin American cities have. Medellín, for example, used
to be one of Colombia’s poorest and most
crime-ridden cities, but has now earned the
title “most innovative city” due to its investments in digital and physical infrastructure.
If the Internet remains accessible to all Cubans and the government works to reduce
prices, an economic and creative renaissance
could spawn across one of the last nations to
have no universal access to the digital world.
This is by no means assured, however, as
private investment in Cuba has stalled recently with U.S. President Donald Trump’s
doubling down on the sanctions that his predecessor, President Obama, reversed. Prior
to the reversals, U.S.-based businesses were
beginning to lay the groundwork for investment in the country, many of them travel
or E-commerce companies particularly attracted to the idea of an open internet. A few
tech firms, particularly Airbnb and Netflix,
have already successfully entered the market. Cuba was Airbnb’s fastest growing market in 2016, and over 35 percent of American tourists on the island booked rooms
through the service. But new laws from the
Trump Administration have barred tourists
from entering without an official tour group,
which Airbnb expects to drastically reduce
their growth.
An open internet in Cuba shouldn’t solely be idealized for its prospects for US business—it has the potential to lift hundreds of
thousands out of poverty by giving Cubans
a new medium in which to sell goods and
services. The average salary in Cuba is just
$30 a month, and nearly 75 percent of the
workforce work for the government. The Internet could give the thousands of Cubans
who have highly specialized educations —
but can’t work in their chosen fields due to
low salaries — access to remote freelancing

work with international firms and buyers.
These side jobs might not provide Cubans
a fortune but could potentially triple or quadruple their monthly salaries.
There is also, of course, the humanistic
elements of expanded internet access: freedom to connect with the world. Cubans
have lived in a tightly controlled, anachronistic media landscape for decades, only
able to watch state television or listen to state
radio. But by accessing any of the unlimited
multimedia online, Cuban artists could have
a window into creativity unlike anything
they’ve seen before. But it would be wrong
to assume such a rosy future: despite their
lax restrictions on content, the Cuban government regularly monitors and wiretaps
most forms of internet activity. Depending
on if the government continues this practice
in the future, it could leave creators too fearful to express themselves, despite improvements to their access in general.
At this stage in history, it makes little
sense to continue with Cold War era grudges
and rhetoric. Furthering sanctions not only
harms the Cuban people directly, but it also
restricts one of the biggest international development opportunities in decades. Unlike
other countries that can rely on exports or
resource extraction to fuel their own development, Cuba’s geography makes it impossible to do so. Its resource-light, isolated
island is primarily suited for a sort of hightech service-based economy, which is only
possible with state of the art communications systems. The United States and other
global actors should be trying to assist them
in building it. This investment doesn’t just
come from businesses, but can be facilitated by NGOs or individual donations that
purchase Cubans internet access at home.
Investing in Cuba’s internet is a win-win for
companies and Cubans. n
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Despite Centuries of Corruption, Haiti Must
Continue to Fight For Transparency
- Reis Becker

I

n February 2019, Haiti emerged into the
international news cycles after nine people died in a government protest. The
civilian demonstrations began in an effort to
call for greater government transparency and
remove the current president, Jovenel Moise,
from his position. When President Moise was
elected president in 2017, he pledged a crackdown on corruption. This has proven to be
a lie, but it comes as no surprise to Haitian
citizens. Since gaining independence from
French colonization in 1804, a continuous
line of corrupt political leaders has followed.
The rallies started when Moise found himself at the center of a corruption scandal over
the Petrocaribe fund, which is a Venezuelan
aid program founded in 2005 that supplies
Haiti and other Caribbean nations with oil
at a discounted rate. This aid package means
Haiti does not have to pay the money back
for the oil for 25 years and the discount includes a favorable one percent interest rate.
A collapse in oil prices, however, has caused
a recession in Venezuela and stalled many of
the Petrocaribe shipments. Despite the drop
in oil prices, a January report from Haiti’s
Superior Court of Auditors cited disastrous
management practices and suspected a diversion of nearly $2 billion from the Petrocaribe fund that were intended for providing
certain social services like health care, child
care, and education. Haitians are begging
the question: where did the $2 billion go?
A grassroots movement calling out government corruption began in the summer of
2018, in which Haitians took to social media
using a #PetroCaribeChallenge hashtag in
order to plan several demonstrations and sitins in Port-au-Prince to demand an audit of
the government finances. In addition to the
mishandling of billions of dollars, Moise’s
administration is filled with senators and lawmakers who use their positions to nominate
friends, family, and people without experience or expertise. The Haitian community
has called for better government transparency, especially in such dire economic times
where the inflation rate is 15 percent, the
government deficit is $89.6 million, and 60
percent of the 11 million population live
below the national poverty line of $2 a day.
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Haiti’s President-elect Jovenel Moïse participates in a toast with Senate
leader Youri Latortue on the eve of the inauguration in Port-au-Prince, Haiti.
WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Haiti, the poorest country in the western hemisphere, was first brought into the
international spotlight in 2010 when a massive 7.0 magnitude earthquake devastated
the country. The earthquake was the most
destructive natural disaster to hit the small
country, affecting approximately 3 million
people, to which an estimated 250,000 people died and 1.5 million were displaced. This
lead to a major humanitarian effort from
the international community, including aid
from national governments, IGOs, NGOs,
and large corporations. Unfortunately, the
efforts to rebuild the country slowed after a
couple of years and Haiti seemed to disappear from the international spotlight. Since
2010, all international aid present in Haiti
entered with no real end goal in mind. The
short-term aid packages struggle to help rebuild the state’s infrastructure and stabilize
its economy, creating more confusion over
how to use aid efficiently. The aid is being
consumed in a state of disorder that cannot
allocate the funds properly.
It is important to note that this frustration with the government did not arise solely after the earthquake in 2010. According
to the independent research group Fund
for Peace, Haiti ranked number 12 in its
2009 list of failed states. Haiti suffered a
combination of political unrest, malnourishment, and violence, especially in overcrowded Port-au-Prince where the majority
of people lived in slums with no infrastructure. Before the earthquake struck in 2010,
a humanitarian crisis was present in Haiti;
today, the crisis is even larger.
If Haitians cannot trust their own political
process, their president, or his administration, what other options are there to put this
failed state back on the right track to proper

and efficient development? The United Nations has intervened in recent years with foreign aid to help spur development, yet their
efforts have minimal results. In 2018, when
the UN opened an investigation into the
Petrocaribe scandal, a clash between the UN
and the Haitian government ensued. The
head official of the UN Mission for Justice
Support in Haiti, Susan D. Page, chaired an
investigation into the alleged misuse of the
Venezuela-sponsored Petrocaribe funds, resulting in Haiti recalling its ambassador to
the UN and summoning the senior UN official to explain her comments. Haiti’s government protested the investigation, claiming
Page’s comments reflect an attitude harmful
to the political and institutional stability acquired during the past few years. Page welcomes the decision by Haiti’s justice system
to assign an investigative judge to look into
the complaints filed by citizens demanding
an account of the $2 billion Haiti received
as part of the Petrocaribe program. Citing
Haiti’s extremely poor transparency record,
she also vowed her support of the Haitian
citizens, saluting their initiative and the active role they are playing in fighting against
corruption and impunity, whose actions
demonstrate that the population defends
accountability and justice.
Despite all the protests, the death of civilians, and calls for the president to resign, the
president and government officials have remained silent. While foreign diplomats have
demanded that Moise needs to show he’s
serious about rooting corruption out of the
country, the UN statement appears to have
the opposite effect on the Haitian government. Moise has been reluctant to pursue
the Petrocaribe allegations, which is detailed
in two separate reports by the Senate’s anticorruption committee. Rather than address
the allegations in the Petrocaribe dossier, the
Haitian government has doubled down on
the response that “the country is fighting to
defend its image.” This ongoing corruption
scheme is only generating a false hope among
the younger generation of Haitians that there
is no way out of this crisis. They are angry,
Continued on page 37

Against The End of History
- Preet Rajpal

F

rancis Fukuyama’s The End of History and the Last Man argues that
democracy has repeatedly proven to
be a superior system—ethically, politically,
and economically—to any of the alternatives.
This may be true, but his second premise
is more suspect. He claims that the global
system will eventually be composed entirely
of liberal-democratic countries, rather than
socialist or authoritarian democracies. He
states, “the endpoint of mankind’s ideological evolution and the end universalization
of Western liberal democracy [is] the final
form of human governance.”
However, the case studies of China and
Russia contradict Fukuyama’s claim for now.
By observing these particular cases, one can
note that these countries have not moved
toward liberal-democracy in the development of their political structure. Efforts to
democratize these respective nation-states
have failed, mainly because of governmental resistance to change or a lack of desire
from the general population. It seems that
some of these countries are very likely to
stabilize as authoritarian-democratic states,
rather than liberal-democratic states.
China and Russia are examples of stabilized countries that have authoritariandemocratic models. It does not appear that
given the stability of countries like China,
every country is likely to become liberaldemocratic. Conversely, it seems that in
certain institutional, cultural and historical
contexts, authoritarian-democracy may be
more stable than liberal-democracy.
Azar Gat, professor of national security
at Tel Aviv University, argued in his Foreign
Affairs article, “The Return of Authoritarian
Great Powers,” that the success of China
and Russia could “end the end of history.”
He considers China and Russia to be a major threat to liberalization, since they could
pose a viable rival model which could inspire other states. Looking into the case of
Russia offers the perfect obstacle for Fukuyama’s belief—a country that emerged from
the 20th century as the communist Soviet
Union into a 21st century democracy, described as “de facto” authoritarian. Many
noteworthy scholars and government figures

It seems that in certain contexts, authoritariandemocracy may be more stable than liberaldemocracy.”
believed that after the fall of the Berlin Wall
and the collapse of the Soviet Union under
Mikhail Gorbachev, Russia would become
a thriving democracy. However, time illustrated that the introduction of democracy
to Russia would be “very mixed.” Few success stories would exist, and the rest of the
process would quickly fall prey to old habits
that refuse to part with the past.
How then can Fukuyama’s claim be verified? In the present day, the actions of Russian president, Vladimir Putin, reveal Russia’s movement toward a less democratic
institution as referenced by Albert Evans.
He states, “Russia has moved toward greater authoritarianism during the last several
years. The decline in political pluralism is
reflected in the fact that in election results,
the ruling United Russia Party has steadily
increased its dominance, as it won more
than 64 percent of the vote for the lower
house of the national parliament (the Duma)
in December 2007, and has received over 70
percent of the vote in each of the last two
presidential elections.”
China and Russia share similarities in
governance. The Chinese government’s unwillingness to move from an authoritariandemocratic government to a liberal-democracy mirrors Russia. However, while Russian
authoritarian efforts stem from the state, in
China the economy is the driving force. In
China’s economy, a new, successful “Beijing Model” of what some call “authoritarian capitalism” could break the relationship
between free markets and political liberty.
Furthermore, the Chinese economy has generated tangible benefits for the majority of
the Chinese population, most of whom are
satisfied with the current state of affairs as
long as the situation keeps getting better.
Thus, China’s inability to democratize stems
from its strong economic foundations.
The obstacles facing Chinese liberalization are not only economic. They arise from

at least five factors according to Mia Zing:
“historical legacies, local forces, the world
system, socialist values, and economic development.” Chinese xenophobia has led to
strong nationalistic feelings in interactions
with the Western world and make the Chinese suspicious of Western modernization
and encroachment. They believe Westernization is a soft vehicle for Western re-colonization, creating a China ruled by outsiders. Even in the political sense, China does
not satisfy Fukuyama’s criteria for “the end
of history.” Yu Hau, a former China resident comments that, “Every March, however, almost 3,000 National People’s Congress delegates and more than 2,000 Chinese
People’s Political Consultative Conference
delegates gather in Beijing. The government
claims that, as participants in the political
process, they represent the voices of China’s
1.35 billion people.” A liberal democracy in
which the people are directly represented by
elected officials is Fukuyama’s vision for the
future of human civilization. In China, the
candidates and representatives are chosen
with no respect for actual political demographics. Yet, China remains a successful
stable state that can operate without liberalizing. From these conclusions, it seems unlikely to expect an overturn of the current
state of affairs in China and Russia.
However, those in the United States, or
anyone wishing for these two geopolitical
superpowers to possibly democratize, can
view this data as representative of a halftruth. Although I have presented a case
in which these countries will not become
liberal-democratic states, those who disagree
can be patient and wait. This is a result of
both countries being built on possibly fragile
support structures that could collapse under a variety of circumstances. For China,
I believe this collapse will be economic in
Continued on page 37
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Flying High or Stalling Hard?

The importance of the Chinese aviation industry
- Samuel Rosenblum

T

he story of the 21st century so far is
the rise of China as one of the most
important global economies. The
economy of China is growing, its population
is moving into the middle class, and there
are more businesses and more people with
greater disposable income. As a result, the
aviation industry has become increasingly
important in China to ensure that business
can take place across the vast country and
people can connect from north to south and
east to west. However, the Chinese aviation
industry, as it currently stands, is an underdeveloped sector that needs to be properly expanded in order to ensure the future
growth of the Chinese economy. Presently,
the industry is being held back by arduous
oversight from the government, and even
though this is common across China, overregulation hits the aviation industry particularly hard. China will soon become the
world’s largest air travel market, but without changes to how the airlines can manage themselves, that growth could be under
serious threat.
In China, the military completely controls the airspace by mandating when and
where planes can fly, which prevents Chinese airlines from growing to their full potential. Commercial airlines are only allowed
to use around 30 percent of potentially available airspace. These restrictions limit most
commercial flights to corridors that tend to
get very busy, very quickly. According to The
Economist, among “the world’s 100 busiest
airports, the seven that suffer the longest
delays are all in China”—much of this due
to the airspace restrictions. The government
benefits in this arrangement through access
to large areas of airspace for military training and greater ease in monitoring air traffic.
Nevertheless, controlling 60 percent of the
country’s airspace is excessive in comparison
to the military’s actual needs. As a result of
this policy, time is lost at the airport that
could be spent doing business, which hurts
the Chinese economy through lost productivity and delays in business deals. Because
the airspace is already filled to capacity, the
policy restricts how much airlines can expand their route offerings and how many
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flights they can run per day, which can impact the profitability of the airlines. With
the restrictions on airspace put in place by
the military, economic progress is unnecessarily hampered, and lifting restrictions on
airspace usage will have a positive impact
on the growth of airlines.
Military control of airspace introduces
further difficulties with training new pilots
in China. The general aviation sector, made
of up small planes which are often used for
training purposes, is completely stifled in
China since they can’t use national airspace.
Therefore, it is nearly impossible to conduct
flight training in China. Most airlines send
their pilot recruits to the U.S. for their training at the expense of the airlines, which can
cost hundreds of thousands of dollars per
recruit. Others hire pilots from the U.S. and
Europe, but this isn’t a long-term solution
to an ultimate need for more pilots and requires the airlines to provide large salaries
to entice Western pilots away from home. If
enough pilots can’t be trained and brought
into the industry without breaking the bank,
then the potential growth of the industry
could be hampered, making airspace control
reform even more imperative.
A third area where airline growth is clearly hampered in China lies in limitations set
by the government over what routes airlines
can fly. Currently, for many international routes, the Chinese government places
restrictions on which local airlines can fly
which routes. For example, from Los Angeles
to Shanghai, a route which sees over 800,000
passengers per year, the only Chinese airline
that flies the route is China Eastern Airlines,
whereas American, United, and Delta—all
U.S. carriers—make the same trip across the
Pacific. Thus, U.S. carriers shut China Eastern out of the market by competing among
themselves for service, reducing ticket prices
on the route. China Eastern then has little choice but to lower its prices as well.
Additionally, most airlines in China—and
the largest ones—are state-operated, meaning that even if the airline wanted to raise
fares, the government could step in to prevent them from doing so. While government
control of airlines asserts that they operate

in a way that is beneficial to the interests of
the state, the airlines may suffer financially
from not being able to operate in the most
business-oriented way.
Up until the 1970s, the U.S. maintained
strong government oversight of their airline
industry. Airlines had their routes and prices
regulated by the federal government, and big
airlines, such as Pan Am, were even restricted
from flying domestic routes. The industry
could not provide for its customer base most
effectively, so the airline industry was not
operating at full strength. However, in 1978,
in a move to help increase plateauing passenger numbers, President Jimmy Carter signed
the Airline Deregulation Act, allowing airlines to choose what routes to fly and what
to charge themselves, creating a completely
free market in the industry. This expansion
of rights for airlines allowed them to take
charge of their own affairs and massively
grow, which was especially beneficial following a rough period in the industry after the
Oil Crisis of 1973. The example of airline
deregulation in the United States could be
a model for changes to the airline industry
in China. While the Chinese government
benefits from controlling airlines to ensure
they are managed in a way that benefits the
government, if airlines were allowed to control their routes and the airspace they fly in,
the airlines would have a better chance at
expanding beyond their current limitations
and bring greater economic growth to the
whole country. n

Postured for Peace?

Japanese Outsourcing of Arms and Conflict
- Emily Russell

T

he end of World War II was the decisive start of international institution
creation, through which organizations and lawmaking bodies for the purpose
of cross-country collaboration proliferated.
Among these developments, too, were domestic advances that signified to the broader world that peace and cooperation could
prosper. At the forefront of country planning was the vow to live without conflict;
Japan was the first to tie their hands to this
goal. The ninth article of Japan’s constitution commits the state to resisting war as
a mechanism of overcoming geopolitical
disagreements. In translation, it claims to
“aspire sincerely to an international peace
based on justice and order” whereby “the
Japanese people forever renounce war as a
sovereign right of the nation” and “in order
to accomplish [those] aim[s], land, sea, and
air forces… will never be maintained.” Peace
constitutions, such as Japan’s, impose limitations and obligations on the state, which
scholars consider to affirm both negative
and positive peace respectively. Despite this
commitment to peace-fostering institutions,
foreign defense aid may be a decisive factor
in its erosion.
Japan is one of an estimated seven countries around the globe explicitly committed
to demilitarization, alongside Bolivia, Costa
Rica, Ecuador, Panama, the Philippines, and
Venezuela. Other countries, approximately 22 states in total, do not have standing
armies, including Costa Rica, Haiti, and Iceland. Japan’s decision to demilitarize was a
radical and welcomed decision in the postwar period, stemming from the extensive
forms of state violence during World War
II. While the constitutional article did not
go so far as to eliminate Japan’s self-defense
forces, who remain armed, it seriously limited the country’s war-making capacities.
Though debate exists about the actionable
nature of peace, Japan has demonstrated one
form by standing firmly opposed to fighting
in war. The constitutional promise against
state involvement in war was, and remains,
a noble goal – noble enough to land the article a Nobel Peace Prize in 2014.
Peace, whether negative through the en-

forcement of limitations on violence and armament, or positive through the obligations
toward creating peacemaking institutions,
prospered, until the rigidity of the article
began to bend. The incremental removal of
the article’s scope began not long after it was
signed. By 2015, Japan had integrated its selfdefense forces into the national police and
proposed a reinterpretation of the article to
permit “collective self-defense,” putting its
neighbors on edge. “Collective self-defense”
permits Japan’s military forces to engage in
foreign conflicts so long as they do not take
place on Japanese soil. To further support
Japan’s allies, its forces could come to the
defense of fallen friends or to defend Japanese citizens abroad. To some, it seemed like
a mere outsourcing of conflictual behavior.
The South Korean government responded
to the change by voicing disapproval for any
increased actions in the region, particularly
in and around the Korean peninsula. While
tensions did not escalate, new changes to Japan’s peace commitment stands to threaten
the strides made toward disarmament and
demilitarization.
In January of 2019, the United States
approved Japan’s purchase of more than
$2 billion worth of ballistic missile defense
systems. This system of armament – a security measure – uses missiles to respond
to and defend against external attacks. It
does not come as a surprise that the United
States approved the sale of these weapons,
as it has long pressured Japan to more robustly posture itself regarding defense. As an
ally, the United States wants the country’s
guaranteed military assistance should global
conflict ignite, especially with North Korea.
Arguments for “remilitarization” gained interest inside Japan as well, with nearly half
of surveyed citizens responding in favor of
legalizing militarization in 2017. Despite the
warnings against heightened regional activity by South Korea, the U.S. State Department promised that it would assist Japan in
“developing and maintaining a strong and
effective self-defense capability, especially
against North Korea.” The United States’
pressure and support to rearm degrades the
demilitarization achieved in the postwar Jap-

anese constitution and ignores the age-old
concern in the region. As American defense
systems enter Japanese soil, it is worth asking: are domestic commitments to peace
worthwhile if they can be diminished by
way of the international system?
While self-defense falls under the protected actions of the Japanese constitution,
the realm of armament often blurs the line
between defense and offense. How different
do guns for the purpose of protection look
from those purposed for attack? Tanks? Missiles? Because of their indistinguishability,
armament and remilitarization, even when
in the name of security, sever and threaten
the architecture already in place for peace.
Therein lies the trouble with historical arguments on strong military capabilities as the
mechanism for securing prosperous peace:
preparing for defense is materially similar to
preparing for attack. Robust posturing, as advocated for and materially supported by the
United States in Japan, could undermine the
achievements made at the end of the war.
If countries are to follow the notable,
and so far, meaningful, commitment of
Japan to instituting peace in the reigning
document of the land, they should aspire
to do so without undermining their achievements through excessive “defensive” arming
or through the outsourcing of conflict. This
will lead to a more prosperous peace. In a
modern era, when countries are theoretically committed to confronting diplomatic
disputes without escalation to interstate warfare, military force could become obsolete.
If every country agreed only to militarize
to come to the defense of others, might the
incitement of conflict be decreased? Legal
commitments to demilitarizing thus have a
new role in a seemingly-post-war world, in
which a strategic, pacifistic commitment to
the avoidance of war could be meaningful,
but must be supplemented with disarmament at the level of self-defense to be actualized. n
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Rising Sun, Setting Sons
Japan’s Demographic Challenge
- Aidan Woutas

T

he world’s third largest economy
has a problem. Deaths outnumber
births by an average of 1,000 people
per day, and with very limited immigration
inflows, Japan’s ever-shrinking working-age
population will be insufficient to support
the growing cohort of people over the age of
65. This challenge has been in the cards for
decades, but beyond dramatic rhetoric, Japan has yet to approach it with any real sense
of urgency. Since incentives to increase the
birthrate have for the most part been stubbornly ineffective, Japan will instead have
to turn to more creative solutions.
Efforts to return some of the elderly back
into the workforce as well as bringing more
women off the sidelines are certainly a start.
Since 2000, female labor force participation
has increased from below 60 percent to 66
percent. Overall, despite losing 4.7 million
working-age people since 2012, the number
of working people in Japan has grown by
4.4 million. Ultimately, however, this pool
of workers is a finite one and has already
been largely tapped out. Japan will have to
take a radical approach to deal with such a
pressing issue. Robots, often feared in the
West as the bane to many workers’ careers,
could be their saving grace. Even before its
demographic woes became so pronounced,
Japan was a leader in robotics. It ought to
utilize this prowess to fill in some gaps in its
workforce. However, there is a growing gap
in productivity in Japan between the manufacturing and service sectors. Since 1970, the
manufacturing sector, more easily adaptable
to automation, has tripled its productivity
while non-manufacturing sector productivity only increased by 25 percent. Technology
must be developed beyond its current use
in manufacturing and be tailored for used
for service industries such as transportation,
retail, and communications. This would further “shrink-proof ” Japan’s economy, but
ultimately the hundreds of thousands in lost
population per year will be too big a wave
to be solved by stopgap solutions.
The importance of Japan adapting to its
changing demographics exceed its costs. As
the world’s third-largest economy, Japan has
deeply-rooted trading relationships with im-
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portant economies worldwide. The United
States counts Japan as its fourth-largest trading partner with over $204 billion in exchanges in 2017. Just in February, the world’s
largest free-trade zone was inaugurated as
the European Union and Japan officiated
their trade deal. An economic slowdown
in Japan, especially a sustained one threatened by a shortage of workers, would have
broad ramifications. Moreover, Japan serves
as an important check to China’s economic
and military presence. Economic weakness
from the former would undermine its ability to engage with allies and pull its strategic weight.
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe might look
to the approach taken by German chancellor Angela Merkel in 2015. Confronted
with a similarly aging population and little
hope on the horizon for organic growth,
Merkel turned to the hundreds of thousands
of refugees streaming into Europe. On an
economic level, Germany’s experience with
Syrian workers has been overwhelmingly
positive and has helped fill crucial gaps in
its workforce. On a political level, however,
Merkel faced significant backlash for her decision. In Germany’s 2017 federal election,
the far-right and Islamophobic Alternative
für Deutschland party won 94 seats in the
Bundestag and is now the largest opposition
party. On New Year’s Eve in 2015, a series
of mass sexual assaults carried out predominantly by migrants in Cologne highlighted
the difficulties of integration. Despite these
difficulties, many young Syrian refugees now
speak German and over 300,000 have been
hired. The mindset surrounding what even
constitutes German nationality is starting
to shift toward a more inclusive definition
based on residence and citizenship rather
than ancestry.
Japan’s approach to migration, in
contrast to Germany’s, has been far too cautious and cumbersome to make any noticeable dent. Indeed, as one of the most homogenous countries in the world –– 98.1
percent of the population is of Japanese
descent –– it will require a significant shift
in mindset in order to embrace such a solution. This shift, if possible at all, would be

quite difficult. In general, there is a cultural
stigma against diversity and racial mixing in
Japan. This is borne from its history of isolation from the outside world. Until 1853,
foreign nationals were not even allowed in
Japan and common Japanese citizens were
not allowed to leave as per the strict isolationist policy of the Tokugawa shogunate.
Trade with other countries was duly restricted. Although these policies were abolished,
a general wariness of immigration persisted
throughout the 19th and 20th centuries.
But with these demographic challenges of
late there also exists a possibility for change.
A 2018 Pew survey indicated 59 percent of
Japanese now believe immigrants actually
make their country stronger, and recently adopted policies to allow 340,000 guest workers over the next five years are conservative
but nonetheless a step in the right direction.
In terms of racial dynamics, progress was on
display in the wake of Naomi Osaka’s victory in the US Open. Osaka comes from a
mixed Haitian-Japanese background, but the
positive press and attention she received in
Japan indicates that a redefinition of who exactly qualifies as “Japanese” might be underway. Perhaps, as is taking place in Germany,
a national reexamination will also take place
in Japan. Worldwide it certainly seems that
the ethnic nationalism that gained currency
in the latter part of the 19th century seems
to be losing its luster.
Of course, one athlete’s success is indeed
far different than integrating large numbers
of migrants, and Japanese society still has
a ways to go in accepting immigrants and
encouraging more of them. Bringing in
340,000 temporary guest workers will be
not be enough to fill the widening gaps in
Japan’s economy. Nor, for that matter, will
be developing robotic technology and increasing labor force participation. At the
risk of being prescriptive, setting ambitious
immigration goals and reexamining Japan’s
societal identity will be vitally necessary to
secure the vitality of the world’s third-largest
economy. n

The Elephant in the Room

Conservation of the Asian Elephant in Thailand
- Warren Yu

T

he humble Asian elephant is a beloved part of Thailand’s cultural
history. They have featured prominently as symbols of royal power and have
even been worshipped as religious icons. But
their lofty position has not guaranteed them
security. Despite laws and popular favor, elephant populations have steadily declined.
They are now an endangered species, having
lost around 50 percent of their population
over the last three generations. In Thailand,
human development and economic expansion has fragmented remaining herds. Logging and agriculture have destroyed swathes
of natural habitat. If these trends continue, a
national symbol may soon disappear. However, the recent conclusion of Thailand’s
general elections could be a turning point.
A new government coalition could strike
a balance between conservation goals and
economic demands. The protection of elephants can be achieved through stronger
accountability, management, and local involvement.
In recent years, Thailand’s economy has
stagnated. Growth has averaged 2 percent
annually—far behind Thailand’s neighbors
and far lower than rates prior to the 2014
military coup. Although a depressed economy may trigger a knee jerk reaction for
easy economic solutions, the Thai government should take caution. Plundering the
rivers and the forests for immediate yields
is a double-edged sword. After all, the single
biggest threat facing the Asian elephant is
that of habitat loss.
Given their migration patterns and food
requirements, elephants critically depend on
large areas in order to flourish. This, however, has conflicted with government objectives. During the 1960s, massive swathes
of land were cleared as part of Thailand’s
National Economic and Social Development Plan. While new timber concessions
and farm plantations sparked an economic
boom and growth in urbanization, this came
at a great environmental cost. From 1961 to
1999, forest cover in Thailand effectively fell
from 53.3 percent to 25 percent. Massive
flash flooding in the 1980s devastated local property and livelihoods. Consequently,
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the Thai government was forced to reverse
its economic policies by passing a series of
forestry acts in the late 1980s to stem ecological damage. However, in practice, human encroachment has continued unabated.
The loss of Thailand’s vast fertile areas
has been disastrous for the country’s elephant population. In 2007, it was estimated
that only a thousand remained in the wild.
Hundreds more eke out an existence in a
handful of conservation parks. While the
Thai government has recognized deforestation as an issue, current solutions have been
lacking. Designating around 80 percent of
the country’s total area for protection has
only produced further conflict between conservation and economic goals. The Asian
elephant has been the unfortunate victim
of this crossfire.
What other strategies have been employed? Currently, the Thai government
utilizes four major approaches: declaring
new protected areas, strengthening existing
environmental laws, relocating people from
special areas, and preventing re-settlement of
said areas. However, success has been limited. Historically, special projects hinged on
central government oversight; little regard
was given to the concerns of local communities. In the northeast of Thailand, citizens

felt particularly chafed: over half of the government petitions received involved conflicts over land and natural resource management. The perennial hostility from local
communities has impacted the mission of
conservation. This is a central concern that
the Thai government must address. Conservationism needs to reconcile the divide
between local concerns and national objectives. Overcoming this hurdle may be difficult, but current policies can be modified.
Thailand can still pursue economic growth
whilst preserving its ecological wealth. The
preservation of the Asian elephant ultimately depends on the unity of government action and local interests.
One specific policy proposal revolves
around the creation of integrated conservation and development projects (ICDPs).
Importantly, these programs help internalize the externalities of environmental policies by making local communities the chief
beneficiaries of such actions. But for ICDPs
to truly succeed, the Thai government will
need to take an unprecedented step: devolve
authority to local enclaves. While this may
be anathema to a pro-military junta party,
there are strong incentives to do so. ReducContinued on page 37
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The Future of Sri Lanka’s
Human Rights Regime
- Archana Prabhakar

T

he combat between the Sri Lankan
government and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelan (Tamil Tigers)
lasted nearly three decades and was considered one of the lengthiest civil wars in Asian
history. The end of the war coincided with
the beginning of a new era of peace, national
reconciliation, and development; however,
left in its wake is a plethora of human rights
violations including abduction, conscription, the recruitment of child soldiers, and
forced disappearances linked to the leadership of Mahinda Rajapaksa. Within the last
year, Sri Lanka has also witnessed a spate of
anti-Muslim violence linked to ultra-nationalist Sinhalese Buddhist groups; the government has yet to take steps to address institutional prejudice to help ensure that women
are able to access justice, including in cases
of sexual or domestic violence; it has not
yet revoked sections 365 and 365A of the
penal code, which criminalize consensual
same-sex conduct.
The latest uptick in Sri Lankan human
rights affairs occurred after the upset victory
of President Maithripala Sirisena in 2015.
His election offered a beacon of hope for
Sri Lankan democracy: contrary to his predecessor, Sirisena adopted a less hostile approach to the United Nations and accepted
a resolution to investigate war crimes, part
of a broader push for reconciliation in the
post-civil war era. However, a continued risk
for violence persists in Sri Lanka, a country
plagued with a history of ethnic conflict. Although its shifting power dynamics have endured criticism from Western governments,
Sri Lanka has also garnered support from
Russia and China. While these hegemons
are utilizing Sri Lanka to achieve their personal interests, they are directly or indirectly
exacerbating the human rights violations
that have historically afflicted the island. Attempts to improve human rights have been
hindered by the military, through Russia,
and the economy, via China.
Sri Lanka has recently enhanced mutually beneficial cooperation from Russia by
signing the Intergovernmental Agreement
on Military Cooperation. Russian Minister
of Defense Sergei Shoygu championed the
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revitalization of Russian-Sri Lankan military cooperation, citing the development
of military-technical collaboration between
the two countries as a prime contributor to
peacekeeping and stability in South Asia.
Further negotiations involve the purchase of
a new batch of Russian MI-17 helicopters,
which will be utilized specifically for UN
peacekeeping missions. These negotiations
ride not only on the precedent of Russian
helicopter purchases dating back to the early
1990s, but also on the coattails of bonds
forged with India, who recently signed a $3
billion nuclear submarine lease agreement
with Russia and sparked competition with
Sri Lanka. Such regional dialogues underpin Russia’s massive modernization effort
in pursuit of what Shoygu calls the creation
of “a highly mobile armed force capable of
projecting power to distant areas.” In other
words, Russia’s mission to become an international powerhouse has been fueled by
its military expansionism in surrounding
countries.
However, Russia’s expanding military influence sparks concern due to its history of
perpetuating human rights abuses. In 2017,
for example, Russia played a crucial military
role alongside the Syrian government in offensives on anti-government held areas, unsystematically attacking schools, hospitals,
and civilian infrastructure. The Syrian-Russian military operation to reclaim Eastern
Ghouta in February of that year involved
the use of internationally banned cluster
munitions as well as incendiary weapons,
whose use in populated areas is restricted
by international law. This blatant military
prowess extends a prong into the political
arena as well, where Russia continuously
exercises its veto power in the UN Security
Council to block accountability for Syrian
crimes. Should this pattern of protection
from condemnation and international pressure persist, it is likely that a similar case
will emerge in Sri Lanka and that a massive
volume of existing human rights violations
will be neglected.
Sri Lankan human rights conditions may
also worsen due to Chinese economic goals.
During Mahinda Rajapaksa’s tenure as Sri

Lanka’s prime minister from 2005 to 2015,
Sri Lanka participated in costly infrastructure spending to stimulate growth. Rather than spur long-term fiscal growth, these
projects have driven Sri Lanka into unmanageable debt and jeopardized the country’s
sovereignty. Foreign debt leaped from 36
percent of GDP in 2010 to a whopping 94
percent in 2015, with more than a third of
government revenue going towards servicing Chinese loans. This economic instability opened the door for China to assert its
dominance in the island’s politics and development post-civil war. The term “debt
trap diplomacy” was coined when Sri Lanka
offered a stake in the Magampura Mahinda
Rajapaksa Port to China on a 99-year lease
to offset the country’s unsustainable debt.
This tactic agitated international observers,
who worried that China might be using debt
leverage to gain strategic concessions in the
Indo-Pacific region. Despite recent economic reform and international discourse, other
countries have not yet found a realistic alternative to compete with Chinese financing
for infrastructure development in the Indian Ocean. Until they are willing and able
to negotiate in Indo-Pacific countries to a
degree comparable to China’s, leaders desperate for rapid development will continue
to turn to China for opportunities, regardless of their uncertainty about predation or
soft coercion.
Sri Lanka’s political unrest is a clear win
for China, but the victory comes at a cost
for Sri Lanka’s human rights advocacy. The
analysis of economic sanction effectiveness
has shifted its focus onto target countries,
and its conclusion rests on the belief that
economic coercion inadvertently worsens
public health, economic conditions, the development of civil society, and education in
target countries. In regards to the political
stability of these target countries, economic
sanctions tend to destabilize political leaders and instill vulnerability in the civilian
population. Therefore, if China’s economic
diplomacy fails to undermine the coercive
capacity of Sri Lanka’s target elites and leads
Continued on page 38

How India Could Lose Kashmir
- Zayna Syed

W

hen Padmaavat was released in
January 2018, it was primed to
succeed. The movie stars Deepika Padukone and Ranveer Singh, whose
wedding in December arguably upstaged
Priyanka Chopra and Nick Jonas’ wedding,
and boasted one of the largest production
budgets in Bollywood history. The movie,
and the cultural context behind it, is key to
understanding India’s conflict with Kashmir. However, Padmaavat was banned in
several countries.
Padmaavat is the retelling of a Muslim
king’s obsession with a Hindu king’s wife in
medieval India, and while compellingly written, it is not rooted in any verifiable history.
It portrays Muslim king Alauddin as a onedimensional, ruthless villain, while extolling
the virtues of Ratan Singh, the Hindu Rajput
king. The creation and success of Padmaavat reflects right-wing Hindu nationalism
that has dominated Indian politics over the
past five years with the rise of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP).
This comes as Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s government has been slow to
respond or, in some cases, silent on rape
and murder of minority communities in India—particularly Muslim, Dalit, and Adivasi
groups. Most of the murders were spurred
by “cow protection,” vigilante Hindu groups
that seek to safeguard cows, considered sacred in Hinduism, from slaughter. These
lynchings have primarily targeted Muslims,
who make up the largest minority group
in India. In the past three and a half years,
at least 44 people were murdered by these
groups, 36 of whom were Muslim, according to Human Rights Watch. During that
same time period, around 280 people were
injured in over 100 different attacks.
This political and cultural tension is fundamental to understanding the conflict with
Kashmir, a disputed territory in the northernmost region of India. Tensions have existed for centuries within the region. Since
medieval times, it’s traded hands between
Hindus, Buddhists, Sikhs and Muslims.
Today, Kashmir is controlled by India,
Pakistan and China. India controls 45 percent of the region, while Pakistan controls

35 percent and China controls 20 percent.
India and Pakistan have fought three major
wars over Kashmir in less than four decades,
as both countries rely heavily on the region
for its resources. Kashmir provides over 80%
of water for irrigated agriculture in Pakistan,
where agriculture is a major industry, and
hydroelectric dams in Kashmir power most
of India’s electric energy.
Many people resented India’s heavyhanded rule of the region, and in 1989 a
Muslim separatist movement began, which
called for independence or a merger with
Pakistan. India responded with more troops
in the region. Since then, Kashmiri residents
have expressed frustration with India’s overpolicing of the region, high unemployment
rate, and lack of economic autonomy.
Tensions have escalated recently. On Feb.
14, a Kashmiri suicide bomber killed at least
40 Indian paramilitary officers in the deadliest attack in decades. The bomber belongs to
Jaish-e-Muhammad, a Pakistan-based militant group which seeks Kashmiri independence or a merger with Pakistan. Pakistan
banned the group in 2002, however India
blames Pakistan for allowing it to operate
freely. The event prompted India to launch
airstrikes in Pakistani territory to target the
group’s base. In a tit-for-tat, Pakistan shot
down two Indian planes that entered their
airspace, and captured an Indian pilot. The
entire exchange raised international alarm.
Imran Khan, prime minister of Pakistan,
decided to release the pilot. At the same
time, Pakistan released a video of the pilot
expressing how well he was treated. Indian
officials said this video was part of the problem, reminding the public that displaying
prisoners for propaganda violates the Geneva Conventions.
Conflict between India and Pakistan,
both nuclear powers, has serious global consequences. Kashmir’s independence in such
a region would be challenging to navigate,
especially since the state is untested on the
international stage and will not be able to
raise a strong military with the immediacy
that is necessary--or ever, given the size of
their population. Although Kashmir may
have the financial resources necessary to

support itself, given its water supply, both
India and Pakistan, are likely to put up a
fight. Kashmir is too valuable to both countries, and since they have both controlled
parts of Kashmir, they would have the infrastructure necessary to make things difficult
for an independent Kashmir.
Many Kashmiris say they would prefer a
merger with Pakistan, if state independence
is not feasible. However, the main argument
for a merger with Pakistan rests on its status
as a Muslim state. While shared religion can
be an important uniting factor, it should not
overrule more important economic and political factors that will ultimately guarantee
the success of a region. Furthermore, the
argument that Kashmir should merge with
Pakistan because they are both majorityMuslim states is reductionist and ignores
Kashmir’s minorities.
Kashmir’s choice of Pakistan or India is
not black and white, and both countries
want Kashmir for its resources. In the end,
Kashmiris deserve agency and have the right
to choose which country they join. As my
Kashmiri-American cousin put it, “They
want the resources, but not the people”. Ultimately, the country that shows they will embrace the Kashmiri people will win Kashmir.
It is unclear if India will win the Kashmiri
people. Right now, the country entertains a
state of casual discrimination against Muslims, evidenced by national dialogue and the
success of Padmaavat, and this is likely to
remain with Modi and the BJP expected to
win reelection in May. Given the national
dialogue around Muslim Indians, who share
many similarities with Hindu Indians, it is
unlikely the country is ready to accept Muslim Kashmiris, who are considered distinct
in both ethnicity and religion. However, if
one thing is clear, it’s that if Kashmir does
eventually accede to India in a permanent,
sustainable solution, India’s ability to win
the Kashmiri people has great implications
for the future of the nation-state. In a world
where immigration is shifting what it means
to be a “nation”, India’s potential to integrate the Kashmiri people, as a distinct, ethContinued on page 38
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Can Europe Present a Worthy Challenger to
China’s New Silk Road?
- Daniel Evans

I

n late March of 2019, Italy inked a
memorandum of understanding with
China, agreeing to cooperate on the
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), the rising
superpower’s ambitious trans-continental
economic endeavor. Upon signing, Italy became the first Group of Seven (G7) country
to endorse the controversial undertaking,
much to the dismay of Western Europe and
the United States. The move underscored
just how far China has spread its tendrils
of influence in Europe over the past few
years, while Europe’s collective attention
has been turned towards issues like Brexit,
far-right populism, and migration. Chinese
engagement presents the potential for economic growth but introduces worrisome financial and geostrategic risks that must be
counterbalanced by the European Union.
Fortunately, the EU’s Connectivity Strategy, unveiled last fall, gives the institution a
promising initial blueprint for success.
Beijing first revealed the Belt and Road
Initiative in 2013 as a modern revival of the
Silk Road that linked Europe and Asia with
commercial land and sea routes over 2000
years ago. Much like its ancient counterpart,
the BRI seeks to foster closer economic ties
in the region through infrastructure. A mixture of both private and state-backed Chinese actors have, for example, purchased
utility companies in Portugal, maritime
ports in Greece, airports in Germany, and
the rights to build a high-speed rail between
Hungary and Serbia. Though China only
lays claim to roughly 4 percent of total Foreign Direct Investment in the EU, the rate of
growth this past decade has been astounding, having risen from under $1 billion in
2008 to a peak of $36.5 billion in 2016.
Recipients of Chinese aid and investment
initially welcome the economic boost, but
complications can arise as the relationship
progresses. Specifically, China’s loan-based
financial assistance threatens to lure already
economically fragile countries into inescapable debt traps. Reuters published an article
last Summer about a massive 103-mile-long
stretch of highways, tunnels, and bridges being built in Montenegro. Based on a feasibility study sponsored by the Chinese govern-
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There is plenty of room for two in the business
of economic progress.”
ment, the details of which were never made
public, the Montenegrin government commissioned the state-run China Road and
Bridge Corporation to begin working on
the project. To finance it, Montenegro received an $809 million loan worth roughly
20 percent of the country’s GDP. This loan
only funded the first part of the highway,
however, and with national debt spiking to
80 percent of GDP, the International Monetary Fund has said the country lacks the
capacity to assume any more debt to complete the road. With the project’s future now
uncertain, the small Balkan country must be
glancing nervously towards Sri Lanka, whose
loan default to China resulted in forfeiting
control over the Hambantota port to China
until 2116.
Even if countries manage to handle the
financial portion of Chinese engagement,
foreign policy analysts worry about the geostrategic advantage China gains from its expanded influence in European affairs. In
2017, for example, Greece blocked an EU
statement at the UN Human Rights Council that criticized China. Coincidentally,
the state-backed China Overseas Shipping
Group Co. owns the Port of Piraeus, the
largest port in Greece. Similarly, Serbia is
cozying up to China with financial integration through China’s UnionPay and infrastructure investments like the $255 million
China-Serbia Friendship Bridge. Serbia also
happens to support the One-China policy
on Beijing’s control over autonomous regions like Tibet and Xinjiang. A pattern
emerges of economic support generating
political support from host countries likely looking to secure favorable debt repayment schemes and future investments. This
is hardly a new phenomenon; post World
War II, the U.S. instituted the Marshall Plan
to aid a reconstructing Europe and shore up
political backing against the Soviet Union.
Now, the script is flipped, as the U.S. rolls
out punitive tariffs and chides Europe about

meeting defense spending targets, leaving
China perfectly happy to play Santa Claus.
As an implicit answer to China’s BRI,
the EU launched the Europe and Asia Connectivity Strategy in the fall of 2018. Their
proposal looks to “connect” Europe and
Asia along four main dimensions: transportation, energy, digitization, and human
capital. To differentiate its own initiative
from China’s, the EU emphasizes the environmental and financial sustainability of
their ventures in a fair, rules-based system of
engagement. These stand in contrast to the
issues of transparency, labor standards, and
environmental risks that surround BRI projects and allow the EU to promote the values
associated with its brand of diplomacy. If the
EU manages to allocate sufficient funding
for the initiative in its upcoming budget, its
financial tools could help struggling economies that would otherwise pursue disadvantageous BRI deals, thereby weaning them
from China’s political influence.
Critics of the Connectivity Strategy have
lamented its underwhelming ambition compared to the Chinese counterpart. They are
not wrong. China’s annual BRI spending
nearly matches the size of the EU’s entire annual budget, of which only a fraction would fund the Connectivity Strategy. The EU’s plan was never meant to be a
copycat, though; that would have doomed
it from the start. Rather, it will seek to leverage an existing network of institutions
like the Connecting Europe Fund and the
European Fund for Strategic Investments.
These provide innovative financial instruments like guarantees and project bonds
designed to mobilize additional private investment and development bank funding,
resulting in long-term financially sustainable
ventures. Even if the EU does not magically
replace all BRI activity, merely presenting
an attractive alternative will spark healthy
Continued on page 38

United We Stand, Divided Europe Falls
How the “European Army” still relies on NATO
- Jack Wroldsen

A

pril 4, 2019 marks the 70th
anniversary of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). While NATO celebrates its birthday, the European
community seems intent on forcing its retirement. In part due to
growing uncertainty over the United States’ commitment to the organization, France and Germany
vowed in November 2018 to create a full-scale European army capable of defending the continent.
Their vision came true to some extent at the end of 2018 when the
Permanent Structure Cooperation
(PESCO), enacted by the Council of the
European Union in 2017, launched thirtyfour capability projects designed to increase
military integration among its members.
With operations under its framework
now underway, many view PESCO to be a
challenge to NATO, one that creates contradictory requirements and conflicts between
the alliance and its European member states.
Ultimately, though, PESCO is a paper tiger,
one that will actually supplement NATO
rather than hurt it. The plan’s focus on integrating European military capabilities is long
overdue and will make European projects
under NATO more effective. Furthermore,
PESCO’s reliance on NATO’s command
structure, and the unlikelihood of such a
situation changing in the future, highlight
Europe’s need for NATO and PESCO’s inability to effectively replace it.
PESCO represents the most recent effort
by the European Union to integrate its member states’ military capabilities, this time focusing on structural integration. The framework operates within the broader EU Common Security and Defense Policy (CSDP)
and acts not as a new organization, but as a
structure to establish integration missions.
These missions, called “projects,” form the
bedrock of PESCO and are designed to harmonize the planning, procurement, and use
of European forces. “Military Mobility,” for
example, led by the Netherlands, works to
establish a “Military Schengen” by aiding
the free movement of military units and

Furthermore, European forces
will be better equipped to prepare
and respond to threats. While concepts like the “Military Schengen”
were floated in NATO, they were
not fully implemented. Passport
checks and advanced notice of
travel in peacetime cause severe
movement delay in Europe; U.S.
troops moving from Poland to
Germany must go through several checkpoints on their trip and
the movement itself requires five
days of advanced notice. Under
(Map displaying EU and NATO membership. Orange--NATO member only, Blue--EU member only,
Purple--member of both. WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
PESCO, European militaries will
be able to travel between participatassets throughout Europe by removing buing states in peacetime with ease, allowing
reaucratic barriers and improving infrastrucEurope to better plan and prepare for threats
ture. Another project aims to establish a
and conduct war games operations.
PESCO clearly will decrease the differEuropean Medical Command, which would
ences in European technology and accessiprovide the EU with permanent medical
capabilities to support international operability. However, the framework’s attempts to
tions, while an additional project focuses on
integrate actual forces and engage in “Eurodeveloping common technologies for radio,
pean military” operations highlight its need
data, and voice communication systems.
for NATO. While PESCO was intended
Overall, PESCO increases the soft military
to streamline military decisions outside the
power of the European Union and integrates
EU, the entire Union (except the United
its militaries under common practices and
Kingdom, Malta, and Denmark) has signed
structures.
onto the agreement. What was supposed to
These projects greatly benefit NATO, as
be a fast-moving body will now be supplantthey decrease national differences in the allied by bureaucratic infighting and conflictance’s militaries. Over 150 weapons systems
ing national interests, both of which already
exist across European militaries, compared
plague the European Union and NATO efto the U.S.’s count of about 60, making cofectively avoids. Command structures under
ordination between forces in NATO already
PESCO see this problem. PESCO could
challenging. Under PESCO, participating
operate in one of two ways: either as a parstates will publish one call for tender for a
liamentarian, one-country-one-vote system,
fighter aircraft, for example, and award one
or as a bureaucratic decision-making organ.
contract to build one model for all particiChoose the former and the varied interests,
pating militaries. Not only is this method
political compositions, and capabilities of
cheaper for Europe’s defense ministries, almember states will cause gridlock and crelowing them to invest in other necessary deate an ineffective leading command. Choose
fense operations like cyber security or even
the latter and the European Union will conNATO itself, but European forces are now
tinue to see its operations usurp democracy;
utilizing the same technology. No longer
undemocratically-elected military officials
will the lack of hardware – from medicine
will make decisions of war and peace, of
to radios – cut certain countries out of oplife and death, on behalf of the entire contierations. European militaries will save monnent. NATO bypasses these problems, createy, streamline their joint operations with
ing a common command relatively devoid
NATO, and become less reliant on technological prowess.
Continued on page 38
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Britain’s Burden

The Individual Post-Brexit
- Suraj Sorab
*This article was written after the March 21-22,
2019 EU Summit in which an extension deal
was offered.

S

ix days before the United Kingdom’s
departure from the European Union,
thousands met in central London for
the “Put it to the People” March. The organizers, the People’s Vote campaign, believe
that a Brexit deal should ultimately be approved by public vote. This protest captures
sentiments across the U.K.: concern, doubt,
and anxiety. Despite additional delay options offered by the EU, Brexit continues to
spark friction. From small business owners
and students, to those in cities and the millions of EU residents in the U.K., the last
two-and-a-half years have been trying. The
coming months appear to be no brighter.
In June 2016, the British Parliament held
a referendum to either remain in or leave the
EU. The Leave campaign highlighted the
negative effects of the EU’s free movement
policy: they argued that additional funding
for services like healthcare and border protection could be achieved by simply cutting
ties. The Remain campaign emphasized the
close ties between the two sides. Access to
the EU meant cheaper goods, greater investment opportunities, and stronger security
options. Though a close margin, around 52
percent of Britons voted to leave the bloc.
Thus, in March 2017, British Prime Minister Theresa May triggered Article 50 of the
Lisbon Treaty and officially launched the
two-year process of leaving the EU.
But the last two years have been tumultuous. Prime Minister May has faced internal
and external challenges. Parliamentary dissent and fruitless negotiations have caused
widespread frustration. Some have argued
that May’s proposed deal went too far while
others have argued the opposite. Although
the media has largely focused on the political aspect of Brexit, a less-told story is that
of the individual in the U.K.. Even in the
least disruptive scenario, those in the U.K.
will face trials and tribulations for the years
to come.
Students in the UK have largely supported remaining in the EU. The National
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Union of Students, a collection of student
groups from around the U.K., has argued
that freedom of movement offers more
choice in graduate jobs; Brexit will ultimately shrink employment opportunities. Additionally, many U.K. students have chosen to
pursue higher education in Europe in order
to escape growing tuition fees in their home
country. In fact, over 15,000 students currently take part in EU-sponsored exchange
programs in countries like the Netherlands
and Germany. Departure from the EU will
result in higher fees for tuition, visas, and
international applications—an undesirable
result for thousands of young adults.
The situation for students post-graduation also remains bleak. By December 2018,
there were approximately 2.3 million EU
nationals working in the U.K., far outnumbering any other group. In fact, the total
number of non-EU nationals working in
the U.K. only numbered 1.3 million. One
argument from the Leave campaign seems
plausible: imposing barriers to free movement could free up labor opportunities for
U.K. citizens. But this is only really true
for certain, local parts of the country. On
a national level, this effect is all but negligible due to other factors like the impending economic recession likely caused from
leaving the EU.
The threat of Brexit in the last two years
has caused the pound to fall, financial uncertainty to increase, and a skills shortage
across the country to worsen. The actual
process of Brexit could trigger a new recession at worst, and a short-term economic
slump at best. According to reports from
the British Institute for Public Policy Research and management consulting firm Oliver Wyman, household bills are estimated
to rise between £245 and £961 by March
2020. Those in the lowest-income groups
across Northern Ireland, central England,
and the Northeast will suffer most acutely.
Even if the U.K. remains in the customs
union with a trade deal, the Financial Times
predicts output per person in the country
will fall by about £600 by 2030. The fall in
labor market competition from the EU will
be totally counteracted by the detrimental

economic effects of Brexit.
Small and medium-sized firms across the
country will also face some of the worst impacts. Advertisements were launched across
major cities, including London and Edinburgh, advising business owners on how to
deal with the situation. Businesses are stockpiling before Brexit to deal with the sudden
shift in regulations, but these will only last
so long, and some will go out of business.
Many have chosen to move operations out
the country entirely to mainland Europe
to avoid facing tariffs and to maintain the
loyalty of larger European consumer bases,
while others have cancelled expansion and
investment plans. Some business owners do
not feel that Brexit has much effect on them
or their sales, but the price hikes on daily
items like meat and beverages, as well as the
shifts in exchange rates, will have far-ranging
effects. Individuals across the country, regardless of the degree of their direct contact
with the EU, will be affected.
Significant focus has been devoted to
the greater autonomy Britain could gain by
leaving the EU, but autonomy is a general
concept, and will not have a significant effect on individual Britons. Instead, the dire
economic costs of Brexit will impose harsh
terms on people across the country. The
benefits are widespread and abstract, while
the costs are personal, direct, and real. Britain’s departure from the EU will prove painful, and the pain will likely continue into
the future on an individual level. Despite
promises of more power in the hands of the
British government and more jobs for British people, the steep costs of the Brexit process will far outweigh any potential benefits.
Students, workers, business-owners, and any
type of consumer will face changes to which
they will need to become accustomed to as
a result of Brexit. Although it is likely that
Britain will recover and adjust in the longrun, the medium-term growing pains of this
process will be severely detrimental to the
individual. n

Long Overdue

Norway Apologizes to Its “German Girls”
- Megan Rossiter

L

ocated just off the coast of Oslo lies
Hovedøya, a small island noted for
its beautiful forests and beaches. The
island, a popular destination for tourists and
vacationers during the summer, has had a
long history, some of it marked by remains
of a 12th century monastery and a former
military building, both of which now serve
as popular attractions. However, its darker history is largely unknown. After World
War II, Hovedøya served as an internment
camp for over 1,000 Norwegian women accused of having relationships with German
soldiers during the occupation of Norway.
Hovedøya, the largest internment camp for
these women, often referred to as tyskertøser
(“German sluts”), was one of twenty camps
across Norway, and it is estimated that at
least 5,000 women were at one time placed
within these internment camps.
In October of 2018, Norwegian Prime
Minister Erna Solberg apologized to these
women and many others who were ostracized and mistreated due to their relationships with German soldiers. The apology,
issued over 70 years after the war’s end, was
the first by the Norwegian government to
acknowledge the harsh treatment of these
women. Solberg noted that the apology was
overdue, as few of the women it was directed toward were alive to hear it. Although a
similar apology was issued in 2002 to the
children who resulted from these relationships, acknowledgement of the women by
the Norwegian government had since been
absent.
Many of the relationships between Norwegian women and German soldiers resulted
from the establishment of Lebensborn in
Norway. Lebensborn, translating to “fountain of life”, was a Nazi program initiated
to increase birth rates of children who were
considered racially superior, or of the “Aryan” race. Within the Nazi ideology, those
considered to be of the Aryan race typically
had Northern European traits. Norwegians,
having a Nordic background, were deemed
racially superior by the Nazis and thus valuable to promoting the Aryan race. Heinrich
Himmler, leader of the SS, encouraged German soldiers to have children with Norwe-
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gian women in hopes of increasing birth
rates of genetically superior children.
Following the invasion of Norway in
1940 by Germany, the Nazi regime began
to establish Lebensborn homes in Norway,
facilities where pregnant women could give
birth and get support in raising their children. For women who did not wish to keep
their children, Lebensborn homes assisted in
putting children up for adoption to families
who were loyal to the Nazi party. Although
Lebensborn homes were established in other
countries occupied by Germany which were
also seen as racially superior, such as Denmark and the Netherlands, Norway had the
highest number. It is estimated that 50,000
Norwegian women were involved with German soldiers during the war, with approximately 8,000 to 12,000 children born out of
these relationships.
After the end of the war in 1945, many
of these women were subject to stigmatization. The women were deemed as “morally
corrupt” and were often referred to as prostitutes. Propaganda accusing them of carrying
sexually transmitted diseases spread throughout the public, ultimately justifying the imprisonment of many of the women. Several
opinion pieces in Norwegian newspapers
argued that the women should have worn a
“T” for tyskertøse, or that they should have
been subject to public humiliation. There
were numerous instances of mobs attacking
the women; some were forced to shave their
heads, as it marked those who had relationships with German soldiers. About 3,500
women who had married German soldiers
were stripped of Norwegian citizenship and

deported to Germany, unable to re-apply
for Norwegian citizenship until the 1990s.
Although the women were not necessarily breaking any laws by having relationships with German soldiers, provisional laws
were created right after the war’s end which
ultimately assisted in the process of detaining them. Citing the necessity to protect
the women from public harm and to prevent the spread of STDs, the Norwegian
government began sending about roughly
5,000 women to internment camps scattered
across Norway. The camps, such as the one
in Hovedøya, typically held women for one
to two months, though in some cases women were interned for up to six months. The
treatment of the women was largely unchallenged by the Norwegian public. Close association with the occupying enemy force
was seen as disgraceful. Many were angry
about the “good” treatment which the women received while members of the Norwegian Resistance were dying in underground
operations.
Meanwhile, a derogatory term for children born of relationships between Norwegian mothers and German soldiers was
coined: tyskerunger, or “German-kids.” Although these children had no control over
their backgrounds, they too were subject to
cruelty. These children were often placed
in institutions, as they were deemed to be
“mentally ill” due to their parentage. Others who were placed for adoption would not
find out about their parentage until decades
later. In some cases, Norwegian mothers fled
with their children to Sweden to escape persecution. Anni-Frid Lyngstad, a lead singer
of the Swedish band ABBA, is one such
case, having emigrated to Sweden with her
Norwegian mother in order to escape ostracization (it was not until 1972 that she met
her German father).
Although the sentiments of the public
were to some extent understandable, many
of the relationships between Norwegian
women and German soldiers had a highly complicated background. War is complicated; even more so are the interactions
Continued on page 39
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Should the UFC “Tap Out” of the Russian
Market?
- Sumaya Tabbah

W

hen the Soviet Union,
a pseudo-federation of
ethno-territorial republics tied together by a shared political economy, collapsed, it left in its
wake a breeding ground for nationalist movements and, more importantly for the international community,
a new economic market. After long
years of negotiations, The Ultimate
Fighting Championship (UFC) has
finally breached the Russian market,
having hosted its first Fight Night in
2018 with future events planned for
2019. While the Russian Federation
consistently provides a large pool of fighters, this is the first time the competitors will
fight in their home country. With Russia estimated to be the future largest market for
the UFC, it is already clear that the sport is
just as popular as in the United States, the
fighting promotion’s base.
Inevitably, there are differences between
the two countries, namely the rise of nationalist sentiment following the USSR’s
collapse. Naturally inclined to these tendencies due to the region’s ethnic diversity,
they were further perpetuated by the lack of
consistency between ethnic, religious, and
linguistic borders and the overlaid political
ones. Nationalism thus rose as the unifying ideology for ethnic groups long craving autonomy. These sentiments, having
spurred independence movements for over
200 years, carried on through the 20th century as exemplified in both of the Chechen
wars and are attributed with current ethnic
tensions within the Federation. It seems,
however, the UFC doesn’t plan on taking
this history into consideration as it begins
this journey of international growth, leaving
the potential for increased violence within
the sport and the Federation a very possible reality.
Nationalist rhetoric is viewed as dangerous to the Russian population, specifically
to ethnic minorities within the Federation,
yet the UFC, the largest combat event promotion company in the world, views it as
generating a prime market for its mixed martial arts (MMA) competitions. While MMA
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ry both in culture and government. The development of the
most dominant form of MMA
in the region, Sambo, can be
traced to the trenches of World
War I. By 1938 the All-USSR
State Sport Committee adopted
it as the martial art of the nation and declared it the national combat sport. However, even
Sambo was not disencumbered
from nationalist connotations.
Oshchepkov, one of the sport’s
WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
founders, having spent years
training in Japan, was executed
by Stalin for apparent anti-nationalism asis built on qualities of respect and humility, the sport loses these defining charactersociated with this foreign influence. Only
istics when placed in the theatrical comwith Oshchepkov’s student Kharlampiyev’s,
petitive UFC atmosphere. Participants are
strategic reshaping of the sport’s past did it
often filled with overcharged emotion and
rise in prominence. Having already hosted
an event in 2018, with another Fight Night
a sense of national pride that become inplanned for 2019 and plans for large paycreasingly apparent in the weeks leading up
to any fight. Promotion of the long anticiper-view events guaranteed to attract well
pated bout between Khabib Nurmagomeestablished fighters like Nurmagomedov,
dov, a Dagestani native, and Ireland’s Conor
it seems the UFC urgently seeks growth in
the region regardless of its effect on the loMcGregor exemplified the exploitation of
cal population.
nationalist rhetoric, and was condoned by
UFC officials. In a press conference leading
MMA’s prevalence only continues to rise
up to the fight, McGregor addressed Nurmain Russia and the surrounding provinces.
gomedov saying, “My Chechen friends, the
Dagestan has established a culture of MMA
soldiers, they told me that they had chickas a way to structure the life of youth and
en jaws in Dagestan,” alluding to the ethis now one of the leading providers of talnic conflict between Dagestan and Chechent for the UFC. Still attempting to recover
nya, both ethnic regions and subjects of the
from civil war, Chechnya’s relationship with
Russian Federation. American fighter Ben
MMA is more systemic. Chechen President
Askren later expressed similar nationalism
Kadyrov owns MMA gyms around the area
saying, “America-Russia is always a great stoadvertising an appealing life of opportunity
ryline, it always is since the Cold War...I’m
for young Chechens and a distraction for
gonna get on his [Nurmagomedov’s] back
the remainder of the population. President
and chant U.S.A.” Nurmagomedov later reVladimir Putin for his part is not subtle with
sponded, choosing to focus his dissatisfachis endorsement of the sport as stated on
tion with UFC promotion for playing on
his personal website, “Vladimir Putin firmly
these sentiments, saying, “Media little bit
believes that martial arts teach such knowlchanged MMA. This is not trash talking
edge, abilities and skills that every politician
sport. This is respect sport...You cannot talk
needs. It develops...the ability to feel the
about religion, you cannot talk about namoment, to see the opponent’s strengths
tion, guys, you cannot talk about this stuff.”
and weaknesses.”
But the UFC did not blindly enter the
Putin and Kadyrov’s mutual love of
Russian market. This was a calculated acMMA should not be misinterpreted as sotion. The country and surrounding region
are known for MMA’s deep rooted histoContinued on page 39

Bringing a Gun to a Knife Fight

How the international community has failed to react to Russia’s
evolving military tactics in eastern Ukraine.
- B.A. Bacigal

A

group of computer scientists holed
up in a bunker just outside of the
Donetsk region of eastern Ukraine
is not often the first image that comes to
mind when asked to envision the might
of the Russian military. Yet, as stipulated
by Russian military doctrine, non-military
methods constitute 80 percent of those used
in modern conflict. This shift toward a greater use of what has been dubbed ‘hybrid warfare’ has not been accompanied by a shift
in the international community’s actions
to counter Russian aggression. In Ukraine,
most of the West’s attention is focused on
military operations, providing aid, tactical
training, and arms for Ukraine to defend itself against traditional acts of aggression by
Russia. Yet it is increasingly obvious now,
with Ukrainian presidential elections taking
place at the end of March, how information
campaigns with the goal to raise Russian
support from the local population and influence electoral results are part of a larger
destabilization campaign by Moscow. In order for the international community to be
effective in aiding Ukraine and countering
Russian aggression, the West needs to alter
their support to Ukraine to be less focused
on weaponry, and more focused on nontraditional instruments of war.
While some started decades before, the
major factors which contributed to the development of what is now the conflict in
eastern Ukraine began five years ago following the Euromaidan Revolution. Violent
protests and riots culminated in the ousting
of then President and known Russophile
Viktor Yanukovych, who was soon replaced
with Western-backed Petro Poroshenko. Opposition in southern and eastern Ukraine
later aided the Russian invasion and annexation of Crimea, and ultimately triggered the
deadly separatist conflict which still wages
on today in the Donbas. In eastern Ukraine,
split between the front lines of Ukrainian
government forces and Russian-backed separatists is a de-facto border. Relative-peace ensued in 2015 along this ‘border’ after signing
the Minsk Agreements, but hostilities never
fully stopped with provocations on both

sides violating the ceasefire. The violence
in the Donbas has killed more than 13,000
people, and Russia has a vested interest in
adding to the body-count. While this may
make it may seem as though traditional warfare is a key element of the Russian strategy
in the Donbas, the true aim of Russian foreign policy is that of deliberate destabilization through Soviet-era tools used to drive
regional fracture. Fighting isn’t their foreign
policy strategy, fracture is.
For Putin, a strong Russia alone is not
enough. Instead, it must be accompanied
by a weak Ukraine, and a weak Georgia, and
all weak border states, which is why Russia engages in destabilization tactics from
the Donbas to Damascus. Russia continues to exploit the cleavages in its borderlands, stoking existing regional conflicts or
outright creating them where tensions did
not exist. These tactics may at first seem
counterintuitive, to want your neighbors to
engage in constant conflict, but for Russia
this prevents the consolidation of border
states into what could become a collaborative effort to counter Russian aggression.
For Ukraine, “the Russian strategy is to keep
the Donbas conflict smoldering for a long
time and use it as an instrument to influence Ukraine’s internal political situation,”
according to Volodymyr Fesenko, head of
the Penta Center. And, “as long as the fighting in the Donbas continues, it will be a decisive argument against letting Ukraine join
the EU and NATO,” he said.
Where Moscow is very clearly in it for
the long haul, where hostilities are only a
minor piece of overall military operations,
and where Moscow has definitive incentives
to provoke and escalate violence, it is frankly
greedy and reckless that the U.S. is selling
millions of dollars of lethal weaponry to
Kiev, profiting off of escalating the violence
in the Donbas.
This time last year, in March 2018, the
U.S. Congress officially approved of the
sale of lethal military aid after four years
of following the Obama Administration’s
precedent of refusing to sell anything more
than small arms to bolster Ukrainian defen-

sive capacity. The Trump Administration’s
sale of 210 Javelin anti-tank missiles and 37
launchers with an estimated value of $47
million is an unprecedented move, and has
begun to change expectations for how the
international community addresses the conflict in eastern Ukraine. Canada has already
followed suit in approving weaponry sales to
Ukraine, and the trend is slated to continue.
Ukrainians caught in the cross-fire currently
waged with AKs and explosives merely want
the violence to cease, not to be fought with
weapons with greater destructive capability.
Escalations by increasing arms provisions
will always be met by a waiting Putin, whose
hallmark in the region has become escalation dominance. Because Crimea and eastern Ukraine are viewed as some of the few
‘wins’ over the course of Putin’s presidency,
and he has invested time, energy, and quite
a bit of money into convincing the Russian
people that he is defending the Russian nation in Ukraine, he will do anything to convince his people that sacrifices in Ukraine
are worth any cost. If lethal weaponry sold
to Ukraine by Western nations only helps
Putin build his case, 210 Javelins are all the
proof he needs to demonstrate to the Russian people that they are under threat. Selling weapons to Kiev will always be viewed
by Moscow as a hostile act intended to jeopardize Russia’s national security. So long as
these sales continue, Russia will react forcefully and increasingly militarize the ‘border’
in eastern Ukraine.
Rather than contribute to the escalation of violence and the ongoing crisis
in the Donbas, the international community should cease lethal weapons sales to
Ukraine, and instead seek to aid the Ukrainian government in developing tactics and
the capacity to counter Russian disinformation campaigns intended to undermine
democratic institutions in Ukraine and inflame regional tensions. Not only would the
development and implementation of such
tactics be valuable in Ukraine, but also could
be used by other nations whose elections
Continued on page 39
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Living in Toxic Waste
Italy’s Roma Housing Problem
- Selin Levi

Q

uaint shanty homes, clothes
lines, strewn bicycles, and toxic
waste. This was the scene at the
“Masseria del Pozzo” camp, located on the outskirts of Naples, Italy and
home to almost 400 Roma residents, before
Italian authorities forcibly evicted families.
The community had been living in Masseria
del Pozzo for the past 3 years, after being expelled from their previous settlement. Forcibly moved from settlement to settlement,
facing violence from authorities, and living
in dangerous conditions on the margins of
society are the harsh realities for the Italian
Roma community. Not only have Italian
institutional responses failed to address the
living conditions of the Romani people, they
have also insufficiently addressed underlying racial discrimination that created this
problem. Italy must re-approach this issue
with renewed vigor and work towards ameliorating the current state of segregation by
orienting policy towards the greater social
integration of Roma individuals.
The Romani population within Italy
number close to 180,000 and are the nation’s largest ethnic minority. Despite the
size of their population, Italy has some of
the highest rates of unemployment, poverty and discrimination towards Roma when
compared to other EU nations. Housing is
only one of the major problems faced by
the Roma population in Italy, but deserves
significant attention because it often determines other aspects of life, such as access to
education, employment, health or welfare
services, as well as being the most visible sign
of inequality. Thus, housing segregation for
Roma people should be a more significant
concern for Italy if it wants to improve the
social status of its Romani citizens.
In Italy, the widespread poverty and social disenfranchisement inflicted upon the
Roma community has led to the development of large mono-ethnic settlements
where Roma individuals have established
their homes. These settlements are segregated from the rest of society, located on
the outskirts of cities and far from public
services, schools, and jobs. The settlements
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often lack clean water and basic sanitation
services. In more extreme cases, they pose
urgent public health concerns, as some are
located near toxic waste plants and disposal
sites outside of urban centers. The settlements are continually subjected to forced
evictions by Italian authorities. Settlements
with sizeable populations, such as Via Triboniano outside of Milan and Masseria del
Pozzo outside of Naples, were all forcibly
shutdown, with their former residents still
not safely resettled. Italian authorities often
relocate residents into resettlement facilities and emergency accommodation centers,
akin to homeless shelters. The conditions
in these facilities are usually poor and —
being mostly meant for women and children — are hardly a viable housing option
for Roma families. This issue only continues to worsen, with the Italian government
conducting forced evictions regularly across
the country. In 2017 alone, Italian authorities recorded at least 230 forced evictions
of Roma settlements. It is clear that institutional responses on this issue have failed
immensely at increasing the prosperity and
wellbeing of Roma communities. Moving
forward, any policy implemented to address
the Roma housing crisis in Italy must first
put an end to forced evictions as a solution
to poor living conditions.
Social discrimination and racism in Italian society contribute to the current dire
state of affairs in Roma housing. Many landlords refuse to rent to families of Romani origin, even if the housing is sought by welfare
services. Similar discrimination runs rampant throughout the job market and within
the education system, which traps Roma
people in a cycle of poverty and exclusion.
Often times Roma people have little choice
but to be employed within the service sector, living on the outskirts of urban centers
and commuting into cities in order to work
in small masonry, construction, or cleaning
jobs. Additionally, Italian right-wing politicians have often used Roma people as scapegoats in their political rhetoric, associating
Romani communities with crime, and framing them as being threats to the safety of

Italian society. Far-right politician Matteo
Salvini, who currently holds the positions of
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the
Interior, has been vocal in his violent hatred
of the Roma people, including calling for
the expulsion of all non-Italian Roma from
the country and praising the demolition of
Roma homes. Such rhetoric has been used
to justify and minimize the violent nature
of the forced evictions of Roma housing
settlements across the country.
The Italian government must adopt a
renewed approach to evaluating the Roma
housing problem and shift its focus toward
integrating Romani families, specifically
through desegregation. In addition to stopping forced evictions, new social programs
aimed at taking a multifaceted approach to
improving Roma housing should be adopted. Such programs were successfully implemented in Hungary; these solutions worked
to fund safer homes and facilities for Roma
families, as well as to combat the social problems which fuel the need for housing settlements. The programs seek to target the longterm concerns of unemployment and poverty by establishing vocational training programs, providing other forms of temporary
employment, as well as helping to fund the
primary education of Roma children within
the families. These programs are unique for
funding social and educational programs
that are tailored to the needs of the Roma
community. Multifaceted programs such
as those implemented in Hungary can help
Italian Roma communities break the cycle
of poverty and disenfranchisement, which
led to the creation of segregated housing
settlements in the first place.
Additionally, local-level action can address discrimination and the harmful role it
plays in Roma lives. Organizations such as
the European Roma Rights Center conduct
workshops on anti-discrimination advocacy
training for Roma in Italy, which represent
a positive example of local-level advocacy
work. Workshops such as these seek to educate Roma about their rights and also to help
Continued on page 39

A New Generation Is Taking Over
Naples’ Mafia
- Benji Mazin

O

n March 2nd, an Italian police raid
consisting of 150 officers arrested
Marco Di Lauro, a high level member of the Neapolitan mafia—the Camorra.
Marco is the son of Paolo Di Lauro, the legendary leader of the Di Lauro clan, which
at its height earned an estimated $339 million per month. Paolo and his oldest son
Cosimo were both arrested in 2005. As the
older bosses of the Camorra are imprisoned,
the drug trade has been taken over by its
younger members. This new generation of
Camorristas disregard the traditional unwritten rules of the mafia, and their increasing
recklessness threatens to disrupt Neapolitan
society and the fight against crime.
Unlike other groups of the Italian mafia,
such as Sicily’s Cosa Nostra, the Camorra
does not follow a vertical structure, but a
horizontal one. This means that different
clans compete with each other for territory,
power and income. The result is a delicate
arrangement in which full-fledged civil war
is always on the horizon.
Neapolitans refer to the Camorra as “the
system.” Although the Camorra’s main business is the drug trade, its tentacles have spread
far and wide. Toxic waste disposal, construction, and extortion all fall under the Camorra’s operations. As such, it is deeply ingrained
in the city’s history and daily life. It has been
around for centuries and even longer than
the state of Italy has even existed. At times,
the Camorra has worked as an alternative to
the state: an anti-state. In Naples, it has offered work, security, and a popular redistributive system of wealth. The Camorra has also
provided opportunities for women, who are
employed as its accountants or as messengers
for imprisoned members.
The full extent of the Camorra’s linkage
with Neapolitan life was revealed in March
2017. Anti-mafia Italian police arrested 69
people, including local politicians and businessmen. The police operation also uncovered a scheme to fix 18 major public contracts
in favor of the Casalesi cartel: the most powerful Camorra branch in Naples. Those implicated included a prominent construction
company owner, local officials, civil servants,
and even university professors. Among the

tainted contracts were construction projects
for a crematorium in Pompeii and a museum
near the Roman amphitheater at Alife.
Authorities have also recently pushed
back against the Camorra’s multibilliondollar scheme in the toxic waste disposal
sector. For decades, the Neapolitan mafia
offered industries to get rid of their residues
at a fraction of the cost that legal disposal
services charged. The Camorra has been collecting garbage produced in Italy’s industrious north and dumping it in the Naples area.
Italian health authorities have pointed to this
as the cause of unusually high numbers of
brain tumors in Neapolitan infants.
But the Neapolitan mafia has by no
means operated unchallenged. Ever since
the 1980s, the Italian state has effectively
been at war with the country’s mafia, including the Camorra. This has led to the
recurring imprisonment of Camorra bosses.
While the organization itself has endured,
Camorra leadership is now being substituted
by youngsters, or as they have come to be
known: “baby bosses.” On May 2017, the
police arrested a “baby boss” who was just
16 years old, after he was accused of killing
two of his subordinates for demanding a
larger share of the drug proceeds. Their followers, the “baby gangs” are often composed
of children, with members as young as 12.
Some members of the “baby gangs” no
longer respect the same code of absolute silence and discretion that characterized the
Camorra in the past. These new Camorristas
have been known to pose on social media
wearing designer clothes and popping expensive bottles of champagne. They are increasingly unpredictable, sometimes appearing in
public squares riding motorcycles and shooting at random in the air as people dive for cover. It is their unprecedented way of asserting
dominance that makes them so unpredictable.
The state is often criticized for not providing youth such as these with sufficient
educational and professional opportunities
to drive them away from a life of crime. Naples, the largest city in southern Italy, has an
unemployment rate of 22 percent and youth
unemployment of around 50 percent, which
is amongst the highest in Europe. In such

conditions of stagnation and poverty, the
Camorra has become an attractive, alternative way of life for young Neapolitans. But
Naples hasn’t necessarily suffered from a lack
of efforts to stir its economic development.
The city has been on the receiving end of
large investments from the Italian government and from European Union funds, including a 2018 EU investment of 111 million
euros to improve the city’s infrastructure and
environmental footprint.
The struggle against organized crime may
not get any easier. Italy’s economic prospects are rather dim. Growth rates currently
below 1 percent have prompted fears of a
possible incoming recession. A public debt
of 132 percent of the GDP will make it difficult for the government to carry out its
plan for large public investments, especially
within a EU that stipulates deficit reduction. Furthermore, Matteo Salvini, Italy’s
controversial hard-right interior minister,
has recently come under fire for prioritizing his anti-immigration policies over the
fight against the mafia. Even so, the Italian
police has continued its struggle and arrested
high-level Camorra figures. But present and
future social prospects in Naples may mean
that such arrests could have a perverse effect,
as imprisoned bosses continue to be replaced
by younger, more violent “baby bosses”.
Local activists are making efforts to show
the city’s youth a better way. The Teatro dei
Mendicanti (Beggars’ theatre) has been working to make theatre accessible to children.
Street artists have been flocking into Naples
to reinvigorate the city’s neighborhoods. In
2015, the Ponticelli neighborhood was selected
by Inward, an institute for urban creativity, to
host a street art project to give the city’s youth
a different perspective of the neighborhood’s
urban spaces. Inward also organized book
swaps in each council block within Ponticelli.
It is imperative that local and national authorities support such efforts by providing financial incentives to those working to improve
the city’s cultural and social environment.
After all, bottom-up grassroots campaigns are
the best positioned to pushback against the
Camorra’s deep-rooted social influence at the
heart of Naples’ communities. n
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Off the Presses

Journalism in the Middle East
- Middle East Region Contributing Editors

I

n 2018, Reporters Without Borders named the Middle East as the most dangerous region for
journalists in the world. Reporters in several nations have long faced the threat of imprisonment,
abuse, and persecution, actions which received international attention last fall after the murder of
Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi. With press freedom long considered a central caveat of democracy,
the role of media within the region has changed alongside the tide of the Arab Spring, when media
censorship and intimidation of journalists was often a key grievance of protestors. In the years since,
some nations have undergone a tumultuous path towards press freedom, while in others a career in
journalism remains as dangerous as ever.

Egypt

Lebanon

- Maya Zreik

- Quentin Powers

TJournalism in Egypt has a history of being regulated; for years, journalists were required to receive permits and approval from
the government to work. During ousted President Hosni Mubarak’s three-decade-long
rule, the regime was free to censor mass media and punish journalists who criticized the
state. Under Mubarak, reporters and journalists were arrested, tortured, and imprisoned.
Mohamed Morsi’s brief tenure as president
relaxed some of these censorship laws, but
many persisted, such as the criminalization
of criticism. The situation has only worsened
under General Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, who has
held power in Egypt since overthrowing Morsi in 2013. Media, even privately owned channels, have come under strict government control. Al-Sisi even regulates social media by
forcing any blog with over 5,000 followers to
register with the regime. Media channels that
dissent are closed down. In the past few years
dozens of journalists have been arrested and,
in some cases, are facing the death penalty
for their work. In 2017, it was reported that
Egypt has the third highest rate of journalist
imprisonment in the world. With no end to
the crackdown in sight, journalism under alSisi’s regime continues to be one of the most
dangerous jobs in Egypt.

Throughout its history as an independent nation, Lebanon has consistently been
among the leaders of free press in the Arab
world. Lebanon has long exported its culture
throughout the Middle East through its wide
variety of available media, giving the country an importance betraying its small size.
While other countries in the Middle East are
known for detaining opposition journalists
and political opponents, Lebanon’s political regimes have historically steered clear of
these tactics. Indeed, in the 2018 version of
Reporters Without Borders’ World Press Freedom Index, Lebanon was the third-highest
ranked country in the region behind Israel
and Tunisia. However, this certainly doesn’t
mean that journalism in the country is completely free. Indeed, most major newspapers,
radio stations, and TV channels are owned
by political parties or politicians and serve
as mouthpieces for those organizations—not
exactly the type of unbiased reporting that
characterizes freedom of the press. Additionally, the country’s broad defamation laws are
starting to be used more liberally by the government as protests over the government’s
inability to provide basic services continue
to rage on. This has manifested itself in the
recent sentencing of a TV correspondent to
three months in jail after a military tribunal
for “insulting” a security agency in a Face-
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book post. Journalists in Lebanon will continue to have a voice, albeit a filtered one at
that, and are quickly becoming targeted for
political imprisonment in what constitutes a
worrying trend for what was once the region’s
standard bearer in free media.

Tunisia
- Basil AlSubee
Since the tumultuous events of the 2011
Arab Spring, the Tunisian state has taken a
gradual, albeit rocky, path towards democratization. As a result, flourishing journalism has
overtaken the previously stifling censorship
laws and full dependency on state-sponsored
media. There are currently six different sources of press in Tunisia publishing in Arabic,
French, and English; Assabah, Alchourouk,
Le Temps, and Le Maghreb are the four privately owned newspapers, while La Presse
and Essafha publish state-sponsored journalism. Nevertheless, there have been caveats in
press freedoms since 2011, such as journalists
reporting intimidation by authorities in their
covering of the 2018 protests against sudden
inflation. Tunisian journalists have lain the
responsibility for these press freedom violations squarely on former Minister of Interior Lutfi Brahem, who has recently been
sacked for undisclosed reasons. Previously,
Lotfi Brahem made threats towards bloggers
who “doubt the integrity of security institu-

tions and undermine the morale of security
forces,” making his sacking a good turn of
events for press freedom in Tunisia. With a
conference held in February 2018 on “Safety
for journalists in hostile environments” in
Tunis, the press in Tunisia continues to take
a trajectory of blooming vibrancy — a beacon of hope, perhaps, for press in the rest
of the region

Iraq
- Christina Cincilla
Iraq has consistently been regarded as one
of the most dangerous countries for journalists. Since the Iraq war, the number of
journalists killed on duty in Iraq has sharply
increased. Reasons include the rise of the
Islamic State, the ravaging battle for Mosul,
and the inflammation of sectarian conflict in
Kurdistan. In 2017, the Committee to Protect Journalists cited that 185 media workers
have been killed in the country since 2003.
While some of these deaths took place on the
battlefield in covering the fight against the Islamic State, the vast majority were a result of
targeted attacks from groups these journalists’
reporting aggravated. In a country stricken
by wartime strife and government corruption, very few of those targeting journalists
have been held criminally accountable. As a
result of this, self-censorship is often the tool
of the trade for many Iraqi journalists. This is
increasingly true in the conflict-ridden region
of Kurdistan, where the ruling Kurdish party
has shuttered news outlets, and intimidated
and jailed journalists. In January, the ruling
Kurdish Security Forces ordered the closure
of the major independent broadcasting group
in the region—NRT News—detaining cameramen and drivers. Without condemnation
and criminal accountability from Al-Abadi’s
government, unlawful acts of intimidation
like these will only continue in the country.

has steadily decreased for the past five years;
there have been few attempts by the Emir of
Qatar to prioritize journalists and their right
to free speech. In late 2016, Doha News, an
outlet that reported on liberal topics within
Qatar was blocked for “licensing issues”, and
there is yet to be change. Qatari journalists
claim this is a modern-day act of censorship
by the government and have stated their intention to continue reporting, though their
content will remain unseen within Qatar.
Considering their content ranged from discussing labor rights, to government leaders,
to homosexuality—all topics considered taboo in Qatar—the government’s move to
block Doha News ensures that they remain
in control of the information given to their
citizens, decreasing the influence of “Western
ideals” in their community. This all seems
ironic, considering American universities
like Northwestern and Carnegie-Mellon have
campuses in Qatar—campuses that provide a
Masters in Journalism. Al-Jazeera, an awardwinning network, is also based in Doha, as is
the Doha Centre for Media Freedom. These
resources are prime examples of good journalism and credible information, based in
a city that prides itself on its stringent laws
and extensive censorship. This creates quite
a juxtaposition in journalists’ and their right
to report within Qatar—the act of writing is
prestigious, but the information being spread
is dangerous. As the government continues
to enforce its wishes, journalists in Qatar face
a daily conflict: report what is important, or
what is safe? n

Qatar
- Maheem Syed
In 2016, a film crew was detained. The
year before, two other film crews were arrested, increasing tension between the government and journalists in Qatar. According to
Reporters Without Borders, media freedom
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From the Oscars, Back to the Camps
Lebanese Cinema and the Refugee Crisis
- Basil Alsubee

O

ver the past two years, the
first ever two Lebanese
films have made it to the
Academy Awards. Nominated for
the Best Foreign Film Oscar, they
are also both courtroom melodramas featuring refugees in their storylines and refugee camps in their
settings. Given the infancy of the
Lebanese film industry compared
to the Egyptian, Algerian, and Syrian media production tradition,
Lebanese filmmaking suddenly ascending to international acclaim
may seem shocking. However, to
Ziad Doueiri and Nadine Labaki,
the respective directors of The Insult and
Capernaum, filmmaking became a natural
means to speak to the ills of the Lebanese
state and society in dealing with its mounting refugee crisis.
Merely calling the refugee situation in
Lebanon a “crisis,” as if it were just another
on a list of states inflicted by the stress of migration, would seriously understate the situation. More a historical legacy than a current
emergency, the Lebanese refugee crisis began
in 1948 with the expulsion of Palestinians
from the newly established state of Israel.
An infant state itself, Lebanon could hardly
handle the challenge of mass migration — it
arguably still fails at doing so. Palestinian
refugees currently make up close to 500,000
of the 4 million Lebanese population and
have lived in what the UN describes as
“abject poverty.” The Lebanese state denies
Palestinian refugees any upward mobility,
forbidding them from over 20 professions
and denying them citizenship rights. Ensnared within the appalling conditions of
their camps, refugees are unable to claim
foreign worker rights, as they are unrecognized as formal citizens of any state. As if the
refugee situation was not already egregious
enough, the eruption of the Syrian conflict
in 2011 displaced over a million Syrians into
Lebanon. Under these circumstances, it is no
surprise that Lebanese filmmakers became so
keenly concerned with the refugee problem.
Ziad Doueiri’s The Insult follows
a conflict between the Maronite Christian
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The cast and crew of Capernaum. WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Tony Hanna and the Palestinian refugee Yasser Salameh. After Tony accidentally spills
water on Yasser, a verbal exchange ensues
in which Tony angrily calls for the eradication of the Palestinian community. Tony’s “insult” is met with a punch to the gut
from Yasser. From there, the conflict escalates through the court room onto Lebanese
television. As the micro-level, personal “insult” evolves into the macro-level nationwide hysteria, Doueiri showcases the plight
of the Palestinian refugee community while
providing a critical look at the xenophobic
right-wing Phalangist response. The stakes
of maintaining familial, sectarian, and crosssectarian relations manifest themselves in
the uncompromising egos of both men, creating a thrilling, provocative ride.
While the film’s success in Lebanon and
abroad speaks to its refreshing subject matter, as a social statement about the Lebanese
state, the film leaves a great deal desired. After its aforementioned takedown of the rightwing Phalangist Party and its racist rhetoric, the film’s messaging takes a nosedive
as the film suddenly demands its audience
to empathize with Tony and see Yasser as
somewhat irrational — rendering both men
equally culpable. In a vacuum, this story of
two clashing identities revealing an anatomy
of hatred could be a compelling look at individual and collective mentalities. Only the
film does not take place in a vacuum; it takes
place in 21st Century Lebanon. Doueiri’s
film, while in some ways commendable for

its representation of Palestinian marginality,
does not speak to the structural realities of
the Lebanese state. By making both leads
equally worthy of the audience’s sympathy, the film creates a horizontal relationship between the Maronite Christians and
Palestinian refugees in Lebanon, obscuring
representations of refugee marginality.
If Doueiri’s film ultimately sidelines
marginal perspectives in favor of a more
generally appeasing, and ultimately unchallenging, narrative, Labaki sets out to make
marginality at the core of her film, Capernaum. Depicting a 12-year-old undocumented boy of ambiguous origins, the film
takes its audience on a journey through the
aforementioned “abject poverty” of a refugee camp. Beneath exposed electric cables
and between narrow streets, the boy witnesses drug trafficking, exploitation of undocumented workers, and forced marriage
of young girls in poverty. His trip culminates in a court case in which he sues his
poverty-ridden parents for conceiving him,
a spectacle that attracts national attention
not unlike The Insult.
Capernaum shines because of the great
care Labaki put into the child protagonist
Zain, played by a 14-year-old Syrian refugee
bearing the same name. His first film, Zain
portrays the boy as utterly fierce, a completely self-reliant adult in the body of a
child. Zain shouts obscenities, defying every
Continued on page 39

The Next Step for ISIS Brides
- Maheem Syed
*Personally, I prefer the term Daesh, because I
believe its values as an organization are not associated with Islam as a religion, but in this article it is referred to as ISIS or the Islamic State
because these terms are more colloquially used, and
understandable without extensive background in
this context.

M

any first left their homes five
years ago, booking one-way tickets to the Islamic State in Syria.
These so called ‘ISIS brides’ are women who
pledged their loyalty to its cause, marrying
fighters and dedicating themselves to propaganda and recruitment in hopes of attracting
other vulnerable women. Now, these same
brides have been deserted by a declining
terrorist state-- the same state they devoted
their lives to.
ISIS* was first established in 2006, and
has since garnered the attention of the international community, and of thousands
of individual recruits. Its leaders propagate
fear in pursuit of a Caliphate state within
Syria and Iraq. Since early 2018, the physical might of ISIS has greatly decreased,
now a significantly smaller group of fighters live within a twenty square mile radius
along the border of Syria and Iraq. In fact,
a great number of Western leaders-- including Trump-- view ISIS as virtually defeated.
That is not the case, however. Though
it may be smaller in size, there still remain
over one thousand fighters bent on carrying
ISIS’s cause. Even as the state dwindles, ISIS
has become an ideology; its values continue
to pervade those that feel most neglected,
like these brides. They carry the mark of ISIS
and all its implications, while simultaneously trying to re-assimilate with the West.
According to King College’s International Centre for the Study of Radicalisation,
there remain over 4,761 women associated
with ISIS-- over 97 percent are minors, and
of these young girls, a large portion became
ISIS brides and mothers, tasked with homecare and recruitment. It is difficult for an outsider to imagine why these young girls would
leave their homes and schools in the West;
many of these brides felt abandoned by their
families or the pressure of their background.

An anonymous French journalist pretended
to reach out to ISIS militants, to see how
they convinced these women to leave everything. The simplest answer was attention, by
constantly promising these young women
love and praise, the ISIS militants were able
to gain their trust. Many other women were
coerced by spouses, or preyed upon for their
innocence. And yet, others were marginalized by their community and felt the need
to lash out in the most extreme way. None
of this justifies the brides’ actions or their
support of ISIS, of course, but provides context and insight on how to interact with a
minority population that has been isolated.
Currently, hundreds of these women wait
in refugee camps in Syria; they have reached
out to their home countries, hoping for repatriation, but their requests have sparked
a contentious debate between officials. By
leaving their homes and families, some argue
these women gave up their right to citizenship and protection, but other human rights
groups argue that isolating these women is
what motivated their behavior and belief
in ISIS ideology to begin with. The most
effective solution for these ISIS brides allows them to be taken back to their home
countries, and to face any legal ramifications
for their actions, so it may set a precedent
to the world that each bride is being held
accountable for her decisions through the
objective fairness of the law.
Countries like France have already begun variations of this process. French brides
are not stripped of citizenship, but instead
brought back and prosecuted through the legal due process. Already, over 130 individuals have been repatriated and face a lengthy
prison sentence as consequence, something
that one French bride says she is “willing to
endure.” This course of action has become
highly successful, with the Danish going so
far as to create rehabilitation programs to
ease their brides’ cultural transition.
The United States on the other hand,
has been steadfast in refusing brides re-entry. President Trump and Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo remind us that these brides
are terrorists, and on principle should not
be permitted to enter. Though the sentiment

is surely understandable, the issue is much
more complex, and impacts not only Americans but the refugees and citizens overseas
that are similarly facing this challenge. If
America is not to take account of its own
citizens, then where will these brides go? No
other country is willing to take legal action
against individuals that are not their own
citizens, and leaving these brides in refugee
camps only increases their threat.
One American, Hoda Muthana was
twenty years old when she first left her home
in Alabama to join ISIS. Now stranded in a
Syrian refugee camp, Muthana pleads with
the United States to grant her safe return.
She claims she “regrets her actions,” citing
her desperation to protection her infant son,
born only months before. She believed in
ISIS ideology for years--recruiting for them
via social media and bearing their children-until she did not anymore. Some people
question the authenticity of her remorse.
Why now, when ISIS is nearly defeated?
Should she be permitted back into the U.S.
based on the truth value of her apology?
No one can say for sure what her intentions are, but especially not if she is refused
the ability to explain. ISIS is an ideology
that is constantly threatening to spread,
so it is America’s responsibility to investigate Muthana, and find out why she was
so moved by it. It is important that as a
country, we learn from her decisions and use
this context to take steps and prevent a further spread of extremist tendencies. Muthana should be brought back to the United
States, investigated, and tried to hold her
accountable for the actions she, and other ISIS brides, willingly committed, while
working toward ensuring it is never given
the opportunity to happen again.
If Muthana is to be permitted back into
America, she would undergo criminal court
proceedings to determine her prison sentencing. Her family lawyer Hassan Shibly
states, “[she] is trying to turn herself in to
federal authorities and face consequences
for her actions.” In court, Muthana is likely
to receive anywhere from 15 years to a life
Continued on page 40
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Qatar Is Making Its Burgeoning Art Scene
Political
- Christina Cincilla

I

n 2017, a Saudi-led coalition of Middle
Eastern states severed diplomatic ties
with Qatar. Since then, Doha has been
inching toward claiming regional power and
remedying its worsening international presence. Amid this, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
Al Thani of Qatar has expended significant
resources in improving the Qatari art scene.
Most notably, the Gulf state is credited with
the most expensive art purchase in history
with the acquisition of a 300 million-dollar
Paul Gauguin oil painting. Since the mid2000s, the state has been investing billions
into its museums and art presence, attracting
prominent Western curators and dealers to
Al Thani’s pet projects, the Museum of Islamic Art and the Arab Museum of Modern
Art (Mahtaf). Underlying all of this work,
however, are the unique political motivations of Al Thani: winning in his rivalry
with Saudi Arabia and fostering plans for
a new, twenty-first century pan-Arab unity.
Throughout the country’s exhibitions and
museums, these political motivations are
clearly visible.
Historically, contemporary art in the
Middle East is contentious. With most Islamic countries somewhat leery of contemporary art and its iconographic depictions,
art was—and is—a contentious affair. Qatari
conservatives still mount criticism of the
young monarch’s new pivot to Western art,
citing conflicts with the country’s conservative roots. French artist Adel Abdessemed’s
Coup de tête (2012), a statue depicting Zinedine Zidane’s notorious soccer head-butt,
sparked outrage and was deemed “anti-Islamic” by Qatar’s conservative Islamic figures. The statue was eventually removed
from a public square in Doha. This is just
one of the countless examples of contemporary, specifically Western art, causing rifts
in the Al Thani’s gulf state.
Despite the country’s shaky history with
iconography and Western art, Al Thani has
forged ahead with ambitious plans for his
nation’s burgeoning art scene. A goal of the
young monarch’s pivot to art has been to
create a new pan-Arab unity rooted in Arab
nations’ pre-Islamic art and culture. The Museum of Islamic Art, a six-year, multi-bil-
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lion-dollar, I. M. Pei-designed pet project
by the Qatari monarchs has been the seat
of most of the country’s most prominent,
and political, art exhibitions. Recently, a
2018 campaign, Syria Matters, attempted to
highlight the extensive and relevant history
of Syria as it relates to pan-Arab, pre-Islamic
history. Qatar has a strong relationship with
the Syrian rebels, underscored by the over
three billion dollars in military and material aid the nation provided within the first
year of the Syrian Civil War. In fact, Qatar
was the largest bankroller of the rebels until
Saudi Arabia overtook them in military aid
in 2014. Qatar has since leveraged its support of the Syrian rebels as a chess piece in its
ongoing diplomatic struggle for influence in
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). Syria
Matters is a cogent reminder of the nation’s
support for Syrian rebel groups and their
condemnation of the Assad regime. Yet, it
also reminds us of Qatar’s unique place in
the so-called “New-Arab Cold war,” wherein
Turkey, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United
Arab Emirates have involved themselves in
conflicts spanning from Iraq to North Africa
in search of regional dominance.
In addition to the Museum of Islamic
Art, Al Thani’s other extensive project, the
Arab Museum of Modern Art (Mathaf) too
has deeply-seeded political undertones. Recent exhibits have featured Egyptian, Iraqi
and Syrian work, with an emphasis on cultural production from women. Mathaf is
revolutionary in that it is the first institution
of its kind in the Middle East showcasing
contemporary Arab art from both diaspora
and non-diaspora artists in dialogue with
one another. The idea that notions of panArab unity are displayed in tandem with
“international avant-gardes” at Mathaf is distinct and itself revolutionary. Additionally,
this seeming conflation of historical ideas
of Arabism and contemporary displays of
modernism is a near-perfect reflection of the
country itself. Highly influenced by Western
culture and with 88 percent of its population
foreign-born, Qatar’s lack of native-born citizens and therefore unique cultural identity
requires political leaders to look elsewhere
for symbols to inspire national pride. Un-

like Saddam Hussein, whose regime looked
to Mesopotamian art to instill nationalism,
many Gulf States have looked toward the
future—to contemporary art. In Al-Thani’s
case, his eyes are also turned toward the future of the Arab Middle East.
Al Thani himself has been described as
a “Nasserist” in relation to his support of
pan-Arab unity. The importance of this title is in the distinction between Nasser’s
brand of Arab unity as compared to other
brands. Nasser, and Al Thani—both champions of the Arab cause—both see the need
for a “leading country” in order to achieve
their ambitious goals. In this case, Al Thani’s
Nasserist ambitions are both expansionist
and diplomatic. He aims to assert regional
dominance and hegemony while also promoting trans-national unity; the former two
help him achieve the latter, as does art.
Qatar’s art scene made headlines with
the 300 million dollar Gauguin buy, but
largely absent from headlines are the billions
more Al Thani has invested into curating a
uniquely Qatari and uniquely Arab art scene
in the gulf. In Doha’s search for regional
stardom and dominance, the new Emir has
found art to be a cogent facilitator. If Qatar
is to be this “leading country,” it will be in
part due to Al Thani’s pivot to art. n

Israeli Intelligence Corporations and the
Exportation of Repression
- Ayah Kutmah

T

he Israeli state’s security apparatus,
particularly their intelligence sector, is one of the most advanced in
the world, perhaps rivaling only that of the
United States’. Consisting of the Mossad,
Shabak, the Israeli Defense Forces’ military
intelligence (AMAN) and the famed signal
intelligence units, Unit 8200, the Israeli state
is well known for their perfection of intelligence collection and its incorporation into
the greater defense industry. Early on, the
state played a major role in encouraging
the establishment of, and innovation in,
the tech start-up scene, notably the cyber
sector. The cultivation of this industry has
made Israel a major world-wide tech hub,
the “Silicon Valley of the Middle East,” and
exports of Israeli tech products are integral
to Israel’s economy. The spur of the cyber
sector is dominated by the rise of private
intelligence and security companies such
as the notorious NSO Group, Black Cube,
and Mer Group.
The structure of the military-industrial
complex in Israel allows for a funneling of
veterans from the various governmental
intelligence and defense agencies into the
cyber sector. These veterans end up serving as founders, advisors, and employees
of these organizations. In turn, the Israeli
government employs these security companies for local projects such as the “Mabat
2000,” where Israeli police employed the
Mer Group to set up hundreds of cameras
across the Old City of Jerusalem to more
easily observe and control any potential
political or security threats. However, the
Israeli market soon became too small for
these companies, and they began expanding outwards into the larger global market.
Although such private intelligence corporations brand themselves as tech firms selling
a wide-range of products aimed at fighting
“crime and terrorism,” they instead sell and
export highly advanced surveillance products and systems to foreign governments
that advance their security apparatuses’ ability to repress their populations and prevent
the rise of democratic movements.
A recent New York Times investigation
shocked many when it revealed that the Sau-

These companies, masquerading as champions
in the war on terror and crime, knowingly,
and perhaps purposely, sell these technologies to
governments and groups interested in quashing civil
liberties and democratization efforts.’
di government had used an NSO technology, Pegasus, to spy on, track, then murder
Saudi journalist and critic Jamal Khashoggi.
They did this by sending fake messages to
Khashoggi’s friend and fellow Saudi critic
Omar Abdulaziz, who opened the messages.
This allowed his phone to be infected by
Pegasus, and gave the Saudi government
the ability to break through Whatsapp’s encryption and spy on conversations between
Abdulaziz and Khashoggi. The incident led
to immense shock, outrage, and questions,
primarily: how and why did Saudi Arabia,
a known autocratic government and supposed enemy of Israel have access to Pegasus? However, this incident is not unique.
In fact, Saudi is not the only autocratic, or
Arab, state to have bought NSO technology, particularly the highly-expensive Pegasus technology. The United Arab Emirates is among its biggest customers, and in
2016, Ahmed Mansour, an Emirati human
rights advocate and dissident, had reported
suspicious text messages and attempts by
the Emirati government to hack his phone.
Citizen Lab, a forensic research lab at the
University of Toronto, traced it back to Pegasus. Mansour was later arrested and jailed by
the Emirati government. Other Arab client
states include Bahrain, Egypt, Algeria, Iraq,
Morocco, and Oman, among others.
Yet although the use of Israeli technology by so-called enemies of Israel is indeed
shocking, Arab nations are not their only
customers. Indeed, another famous example
is the revelation that Mexican intelligence
services deployed Pegasus against journalists,
human rights and anti-corruption activists
that criticized the government. This led to
two lawsuits filed by Mexican activists and
a Qatari citizen against NSO for illegal spying. Additionally, Citizen Lab published a

report last September tracking NSO and
Pegasus operations in 45 countries including the United States, France, Panama, Turkey, Kazakhstan, and Togo. While NSO has
captured public attention, other private security organizations such as Mer Group has
developed extensive technology capable of
collecting and analyzing massive amounts
of data through social media and other parts
of the web to create individual profiles who
could be a “threat.” Who defines what that
threat is, is quite subjective to the government or organization utilizing the product.
The increasing advancement and exportation of such technologies in the cyber sector,
coupled with little transparency of sales and
ethical evaluations create an increasingly disturbing world for human rights and privacy.
These organizations often have two lines
of defense when faced with such accusations- the first, denial, the second, that their
sales are reviewed by the Israeli government
and they follow international law and conventions, that governments expand utilize
them as tools to surveille and repress their
citizens is beyond the scope of their agreement. It is accurate that all cyber security
sales must be authorized and approved by
Defense Exports Control Agency under the
Israeli Defense Ministry. However, the Defense Ministry and the corporations making the sales refuse to disclose the criteria
used to evaluate sales. That the sales must
be authorized by the ministry then begs the
question regarding the relationship between
these corporations and the Israeli states’ own
foreign policy interests. Indeed, the sales of
such technology is behind many of the growing ties between the Israel, the Gulf states,
and many other allies across the globe. FiContinued on page 40
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The Cognitive Dissonance in Qatari
Foreign Identity
- Quentin Powers

I

f a nation wants attention, it should
get its soccer team to the FIFA World
Cup. The quadrennial football celebration has long been one of the world’s most
spectated events; millions watch the tournament and, subconsciously, are introduced to
countries far and wide, sometimes for the
first time. The tournament has always had
a place for minnows—the Netherlands made
back-to-back runs to the final in the 1970s,
Cameroon made a shock run to the quarterfinal in 1990, and South Korea marched to
the semifinals on home turf in 2002. Success
in an event like this, on the biggest stage,
naturally lends itself to shows of patriotism.
In all of the aforementioned countries thousands flocked to public places to celebrate
their team’s successes. Hosting the tournament is a tremendous honor; for an entire
month, a country is the center of the world,
hosting guests from all over and showcasing
its most beautiful and best attributes. Enter
into the equation Qatar, that sun-drenched
spit of sand with hyper-ambitious rulers.
On December 2nd, 2010, Qatar was controversially awarded the rights to host the
2022 World Cup, making it the smallest
country to host and the first in the Middle East. Ever since that day in 2010, Qatar has had its eye on 2022 as its chance
to announce to the world its ascendance
as a regional power. Success in soccer typically requires a relatively large population.
Additionally, a large population is required
for constructing the massive stadia which
define a World Cup. Qatar has a population of around 2.6 million, 2.3 million of
which are foreign expatriates. For those of
you keeping track at home, this means that
there are only about 315,000 ethnic Qataris
and that 88 percent of the population is
foreign. So how is Qatar, with its miniscule
population, getting to the top of the soccer
world? With foreigners.
Qatar’s soccer team and fleet of stadium construction workers each carry plenty
of foreign influence. But while the former
group are naturalized citizens, carefully recruited to skirt around FIFA’s rules, and are
handsomely paid, the latter are modern-day
slaves, forced to work in searing tempera-
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Sudanese-born forward Almoez Ali strikes the first goal of the AFC Asian Cup Final against Japan, February 1st, 2019. WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

tures building brand-new stadiums in extremely dangerous working conditions. Despite authorities’ efforts, workers are subject
to Qatar’s ‘kafala’ policy, which restricts the
movement of workers and requires them to
obtain an “exit permit” from their boss to
leave the country. Bosses are allowed to confiscate worker passports under this system,
often leaving them stuck in Qatar. This has
set up an interesting parallel. Qatar’s football
culture, which will be under the global spotlight in three years, is being led on the field
by players like the Sudanese-born Almoez
Ali and the Iraqi-born Bassam Al-Rawi; off
the field, cheap import workers from India,
Nepal, and Bangladesh are being abused to
guarantee that the spotlight has somewhere
to shine in 2022.
Adding to the intrigue is the ascent of
Qatar’s team. Competing in FIFA’s Asian
Confederation, Qatar has never been a continental power and had never qualified for
a World Cup before being named host of
the 2022 event. However, on February 1st
of this year, the Qatari team did something
it had never done before: it won the continental championship. Not only did the Qataris win the tournament, they did so in the
United Arab Emirates, in front of a spiteful
home crowd full of the resentment that has

characterized the post-blockade relations between the two nations. Shockingly, the Qataris handily won the tournament, allowing
only one goal throughout seven games and
defeating continental powers South Korea
and Japan on their way to the title. Naturally, the title was not without controversy.
Out of the fourteen players to feature for
the Qataris in the final, five were not born
on Qatari soil, including the naturalized
Portuguese Ro-Ro, as well as the aforementioned Ali and Al-Rawi. This wasn’t without
moaning from rivals—a quick glance at the
public response on Twitter to Qatar’s success revealed more hatred than support from
their Arab neighbors. Indeed, the UAE accused the Qataris of fielding ineligible players. None of this seemed to bother Qataris,
as masses flooded the streets of Doha following the team’s triumph in Abu Dhabi. In
fact, upon their return, the team was greeted
by Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al Thani
at the airport with each player receiving a
wreath of roses placed around their neck.
Additionally, they were feted by the public
during a bus parade of Doha; one onlooker,
upon being asked of the team’s decidedly
foreign influence, stated that “expatriates
Continued on page 40

A Secret Invasion

The UAE’s Occupation of Yemen
-Maya Zreik

S

ince the outbreak of the Yemeni revolution-turned-civil-war in 2011, the
conflict has morphed into not just
a nation’s power struggle, but a proxy war
involving over ten other countries, most
notably Saudi Arabia. The Saudi-backed
coalition, consisting of the United States
and United Arab Emirates (UAE) among
others, has led a relentless bombing campaign against Yemen in an effort to remove
the Houthi rebels from power and reinstate
ousted President Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi.
However, the UAE has been slowly fracturing from the rest of the coalition to lead its
own campaign in Yemen—one which intends
to turn the nation into a proxy in its expanding neo-imperial operation.
The Yemeni conflict is entering its eighth
year and does not show any sign of a potential conclusion. The Saudi-led and USfunded airstrikes, ongoing fighting between
Houthi forces and other movements, a widespread cholera outbreak, water scarcity, and
vast food insecurity have made it the worst
humanitarian crisis in the world. This devastation is compounded by the weak hold the
Houthis have on the government—rapidly
losing territory, they no longer have control
of the country and have left a power vacuum
in the South. The combination of these factors has left Yemen a hotbed of instability,
allowing the UAE to slowly break from the
Saudi-led coalition and pursue its own campaign of influence over Yemen.
The UAE has been exerting its control—
economically, militarily, and influentially—
over several countries in the Horn of Africa
and the Middle East in recent years, including Yemen. In particular, they have gained
control of several important maritime ports
in Africa in order to direct the passage of oil,
and have also established military bases in
nations such as Eritrea and Djibouti. Originally, The UAE joined the Yemeni campaign
due to shared interests with Saudi Arabia,
most notably to restore former president
Hadi and counter Iranian influence in the
nation. However, Emirati involvement has
expanded beyond even that of Saudi Arabia.
In contrast to the Saudi campaign, which is
almost exclusively focused on aerial bomb-

ing missions, the UAE has become extensively involved on the ground.
While the Saudis struggle with their war
against the Houthis in the North, the UAE
has been funding the separatist Hirak movement in the South, which intends to re-establish South Yemen as a socialist state. Hirak, which considers both the Houthis and
Hadi as enemies, has been provided with
military aid from the UAE. Additionally,
there have been reports that the UAE has
been providing Western weaponry to militias in the South and West in exchange for
loyalty—some of these militias, such as the
Abu al-Abbas Brigade, are fighting against
the Saudis. Along with influence over these
existing militias, the UAE has created and
trained private armies on the ground and
are effectively controlling several key ports
in Yemen, including the port of Aden. Additionally, they have established military
bases and even secret prisons and security
forces, all of which have led the UAE to
be viewed as something of an occupation
force in Yemen.
These actions have strained Saudi-Emirati relations and caused a breach in the coalition. Tensions between the Saudis and
Emiratis have risen over their competing
agendas in Yemen, especially over control of
the island of Socotra off the southern coast.
Hirak’s success in separating from North Yemen is not a farfetched possibility; with the
country engulfed in warfare and economic
and political instability, secession is feasible.
An independent and socialist South Yemen
would not be in Saudi Arabia’s best interest,
and the Saudis consider the Abu al-Abbas
Brigade an enemy. However, with the Saudi
military strategy failing and coming under
growing condemnation by the international
community, they are not in a position to be
fighting both the Houthis and their own
Emirati allies. Therefore, while the Saudi
campaign has mostly been focused on the
North the UAE has essentially had free reign
over the affairs of the South.
Today, the UAE continues to be an officially established member of Saudi Arabia’s
pro-Hadi campaign in Yemen. However, the
Emiratis have proven that they are not Saudi

pawns. Their slow and calculated infringement in South Yemen is ominous in any
setting but must be considered further in
the context of the UAE’s recent expansionism over nations in Africa and the Middle
East. Through Emirati funding of militias,
creation of armies, control of seaports, and
involvement on the ground, it is clear to see
that the UAE intends for Yemen to be another neo-colonial territory. Considering the
conflict’s current status, the Emiratis may
obtain their wish, as everyone else appears
to be losing. With the Saudis failing, the
Houthis rapidly losing territory, and virtually no central government, the UAE may be
the only current player with a viable political
and military strategy. The consequences this
poses for Yemen are grave. n
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The Resource Curse

How Niger Became Europe’s
Border Wall

Why Mexico Should Be Wary
of Chinese Financing

have collapsed. One of the poorest countries
on earth has become poorer. With northern
movement blocked, hundreds of thousands
of migrants have been stranded. They have
now begun to compete with locals for already scarce jobs. In short, northern Niger is
in crisis; local leaders fear that the economic
catastrophe visited on the region may lead to
increasing violence, political instability, and
drug trafficking. It is clear that the only parties who benefitted from the policy change
were the EU—migrants passing through Niger has fallen six fold—and the Nigerien government, not the people.
The situation demands solutions. First,
the EU must fulfill its agreement to the former traffickers and provide them the full
funds it promised. Second, the EU should
move its funding from policing projects to
development. Third, the EU should use its
influence over the Nigerien government to
push for greater responsiveness to its citizen’s needs. This can be accomplished by
withholding aid funds going directly to the
government and instead funneling these resources to non-governmental agencies working in the affected areas. This is an ambitious
set of proposals, but not one that requires
EU sacrifice. The EU does not have to encourage illegal migration across its borders.
Instead, it should address the real roots of
migration; a lack of opportunity in the developing world, and should strive to empower impoverished individuals and not
their wealthier government officials. n

of countries.”
Mexico, like Ecuador, faces similar struggles. Mexico has huge infrastructure gaps
that require much investment and that maintain unsatisfactory living standards. Inefficient pipelines, bad roads, and congested
traffic reflect Mexico’s lack of solid infrastructure. Furthermore, Mexico, like Ecuador, is a significant producer of a particular
commodity highly desired by the Chinese:
oil. Nevertheless, newly elected Mexican
President Andrés Manuel López Obrador
has indicated his desire to strengthen Mexico’s relationship with China, and China
has reciprocated: China announced that it
had extended an invitation to Mexico to
join the BRI.
As a sovereign country, no one should
instruct Mexico how to finance infrastructure investment, but if Mexico chooses to
partner with China, it should be wary of how
China will request repayment of debt. Mexico should not agree to repay infrastructure
loans, which often require contracting with
Chinese firms, with Mexican oil. China has
a clear and consistent history of investment
in suspect projects that resembles debt-trap
diplomacy. As a result, Mexico cannot afford
to become engrossed in overwhelming debt
like Sri Lanka and Ecuador. Before agreeing
to Chinese financing of infrastructure investment, Mexico should consider the threat to
national sovereignty that taking money from
China presents. n

national mining company, working instead
with outside companies and thus reducing
incentives for corruption and fraud. Botswana’s government has also taken responsibility for overseeing and managing profits,
increasing transparency to citizens.
Most importantly though, Botswana has
been careful to maintain both fiscal and
trade surpluses by carefully cultivating relationships with neighboring governments,
especially South Africa. These policies allow the government to store money in its
treasury for better control of currency valuation, inflation, and the “Dutch Disease”. To
compliment that, the government created
the Public Service Debt Management Fund
and the Revenue Stabilization Fund. These
two agencies manage the revenue from diamond mining and put it into the national
budget in increments over time. This is absolutely crucial— since diamond prices are
highly volatile, such funds help stabilize the
country’s economy, leaving it less beholden
to market forces.
Thanks to a series of targeted policies,
Botswana has become an exemplar of how
careful resource management can lead to
the effective use of natural resources. While
Angola may not benefit from such practices,
there are other African countries, in particular Ghana and Uganda, who have recently
begun to dip their toe into the global oil
market. n
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AMLO and Economic
Reforms in Mexico
anti-corruption crusader to energy corruption facilitator, if he continues to squander
funding on a company that cannot use it
effectively. If AMLO is going to boost PEMEX financially, he should stop the fuel
tapping first, perhaps through measures such
as holding law enforcement officials legally
accountable for accepting bribes and turning
a blind eye to the illegal fuel tapping and
focus on PEMEX’s budget later.
It is no mystery that AMLO’s promises to
radically improve Mexico’s economy capti-
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vated the Mexican electorate and helped lead
to his election. AMLO should also be commended for taking actions on his promises
so quickly into his term. It is worth noting as
well that AMLO’s initial reforms, due to the
relatively recent start to his presidency, are
not comprehensive enough to combat corruption in all facets of the Mexican economy.
However, there is substantial reason to believe that many of AMLO’s current reform
policies will not lead to their intended outcomes, because AMLO seems misguided on
how to actually repair the Mexican economy.
If AMLO truly desires to uphold his campaign commitments to the Mexican people,
he will have to enlist the support of international investors to help make his infrastructure projects a reality. He will need to avoid
putting the cart before the horse and make
PEMEX more efficient before spending extra
money on it. n

Continued from page 12

Despite Centuries of
Corruption, Haiti Must
Continue to Fight For
Transparency
annoyed, and often apathetic when it comes
to national elections – simply because nothing has changed in terms of poor governance.
With the recent protests, there is a new
opportunity for the international community to call for government transparency
in Haiti and re-establish trust and security
for the Haitian people, to give them a sense
of hope that systemic change is coming in
the near future. If the Moise administration
wants to be in the lead with foreign donors,
they must clean and start with a clean slate.
With recent surveys showing corruption to
be atop Haitian citizens’ list of priorities, it
is critical for the international community
to denounce President Moise and support
the struggling Haitian community in their
effort to build a proper functioning government from the ground up. n
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Against the End of History

The Elephant in the Room

nature. The Chinese Communist Party cannot continue to maintain growth rates of 8,
7, or 6 percent annually; the ability to rearrange factors of production is finite and does
not guarantee future technological growth.
Therefore, the argument can be made as this
number continually trends downwards, as it
has over the last five years, the ruling party
will lose hold of legitimacy and there will be
challenges, democratic in principle, to allow
for a greater free market economy with new
liberties and freedoms.
For Russia, the charismatic leadership of
Vladimir Putin is the glue holding the state
together. Plagued by sanctions imposed by
the United States Treasury and various European Union countries, the Russian government is struggling financially. However,
it does not seem that this is as much of a
concern. Russian history has indicated transfers of power are typically not clean and
therefore upon Vladimir Putin’s exit from
leadership there may be a vacuum too big
for Dimitri Medvedev, or others, to fill. This
may allow for democratic ideals to seep into
the rigid political structure and take hold
with some effect. For both of these scenarios
however, they must be viewed as idealistic
and unrealistic; realistically, these countries
will remain authoritarian.
Fukuyama’s claim that, by “the end of
history,” countries will turn into liberal
democracies is brought into question by
observing China and Russia. Although he
claims that these democracies will be a fundamentally preferable system ethically, politically, and economically, it seems that
some countries are likely to stabilize as authoritarian-democratic and some may have
basic problems in liberalization. Countries
such as China and Russia show that nationstates can develop and thrive under illiberal
regimes. How permanent these regimes are
remains to be seen. n

ing expenditure on monitoring mechanisms
and fostering local goodwill can help cultivate the roots for future growth. Moreover,
tying economic benefit to environmental
preservation can help motivate good behaviors over extractive ones. The balance
is a fine one, but can be achieved through
small-scale initiatives.
Another proposal involves shrinking
mass tracts of land currently set aside for
protection to focus on smaller units of land.
While this may seem counter-productive,
this strategy has seen success in other parts of
the world. Countries like Zambia and Zimbabwe have utilized a system where ICDPs
are situated next to national park areas. Consequently, government resources have been
freed up from monitoring vast expanses of
territory. Additionally, local involvement
has increased; economic and ecological benefits have been visible. Explicitly tying the
two together has addressed a major dilemma.
Thailand can benefit from a similar strategy,
but it will need to overcome its history of
heavy-handed government action. Recognizing and highlighting the importance of
local cooperation will be the way forward to
a more viable strategy. Thailand’s forests can
be preserved without necessarily sacrificing
commercial and political interests. In saving
the forests, the natural habitats of the Asian
elephant can also be secured once more.
The Thai government will need to rethink how it currently approaches, handles,
and deals with environmental issues. The
election of a new government offers a prime
opportunity to do so. Protection of the land
can be the rallying issue it needs to unite
the country. Tensions and turmoil could
be soothed through a new focus to save a
national and cultural icon. Moreover, the
pressing issue of economic stagnation can
be addressed by recruiting the local population to act as stewards and advocates for the
environment. ICDPs offer a sustainable way
forward without compromising the shortterm demands to sustain growth. Thus, the
Thai government is in a unique position to
both move forward and reset the mission to
save the Asian elephant. n
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The Future of Sri Lanka’s
Human Rights Regime

Can Europe Present a
Worthy Challenger to
China’s New Silk Road?

United We Stand, Divided
Europe Falls

to more economic and political instability, the Sirisena administration will likely
employ more repressive tactics to counteract China’s heavy hand on the Sri Lankan
government.
Human rights abuses, in addition to the
problems that sprouted in the aftermath
of the Sri Lankan Civil War, pose a serious threat to democracy and security for
Sri Lanka’s residents. They also leave room
for international actors to exert military and
economic influence to accomplish their personal goals. If these state actors are held accountable for how they pursue their vested
interests, Sri Lanka may become more successful at addressing important human rights
concerns. However, plausible accountability
mechanisms are unclear as Russia and China
continue their pattern of opaque politicking, leaving the international community
pondering the consequences of meddling
in Sri Lankan affairs. n
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How India Could Lose
Kashmir
nic group into the nation will serve as a test
for the viability of the nation-state in years
to come. In order for this to be possible,
though, India must start by treating its other
minorities with dignity.
That is why it is essential for India to
reform its culture of casual discrimination
against Muslims. Changing a culture is difficult, no doubt. However, this starts with
rejecting all forms of political Islamophobia
and enforcing real consequences for vigilante groups who attack Muslims and other minorities in India. Change starts from
discourse at the top, and the Indian government must take leadership by steering
national dialogue away from such forms of
casual discrimination. If not with Modi and
the BJP, then eventually with the next administration. n
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competition which could boost the quality
of investment offers. Furthermore, by not
overtly branding itself as a direct challenge
to the BRI, the EU strategy invites Chinese
cooperation – a wise move, since Chinese
investment is not all bad. Greece and Serbia,
for instance, testify to positive transformations of their commercial landscapes due
to Chinese involvement. There is plenty of
room for two in the business of economic
progress, especially considering the EU’s
focus on elements of sustainability which
complement China’s raw capacity for investment and construction.
So far, China has positively responded to
the EU’s plan, and there are good reasons to
believe their endorsements represent more
than empty government talking points. After
all, China, who values its soft power image
and economic well-being, has little to gain
from ventures that result in debt default and
eradicate any possibility of repeat future engagement. Europe’s proposed strategy is not
a retaliatory blow, but an extended hand –
one that offers a chance to move beyond
zero-sum political adversity, and towards a
sustainable model of connecting the Eurasian landmass. n

of political considerations and conflicting
interests. The European Union recognizes
this, with PESCO’s current command structure relying on NATO as a result. Military
capabilities under PESCO are not collective EU assets. They remain the property of
the member state that supplied them, and
the capabilities must be deployed through
another supranational mechanism. An EUmechanism will require further international
treaties, to which many member states are
ambivalent. NATO, however, exists as a viable option, a point NATO Secretary-General
Jens Stoltenberg has repeatedly mentioned.
Ultimately, questions of PESCO and
the “European army” as a challenger to
NATO and the collective security the alliance brings are premature. As it stands right
now, PESCO is only a paper tiger—an integration and standardization plan which
works to NATO’s benefit. Not only will
PESCO strengthen the European wing of
NATO by creating a more militarily and
logistically similar EU, but it still requires
NATO to utilize common troops. For the
time being, the “European army” still needs
NATO to work.
Even though this is the current reality,
the divided rhetoric surrounding PESCO
creates the illusion of a challenge to NATO.
While Estonian Defense Minister Juri Luik
states, “collective defense will always remain
in NATO,” the European Political Strategy
Center describes the future of PESCO as Europe’s “collective security,” a thought repeatedly echoed by German Chancellor Angela
Merkel. PESCO’s current status as a supplement to NATO seems to be working in the
alliance and Europe’s favor. Europe needs
to unite around this common message, or
it might see both organizations suffer. n

Continued from page 23

Long Overdue
between people of opposing sides during
war. Relationships which would usually
be deemed normal in peaceful settings are
strung with confusion and controversy when
the concept of opposing backgrounds is enforced. In the case of the Norwegian women,
their relationships with German men were
defined by opposing sides.
The apology by Norway was seen as satisfactory, although it was long overdue. By
the time that it was issued this past October, the majority of women who underwent
such treatment had passed, and many of
their children were well into their 70s. Older
generations were unwilling to forgive these
women and it was negligent to not acknowledge them at the same time as their children
in 2002. This delayed apology brings awareness to younger generations who have limited knowledge of the war and even more
limited knowledge about some of the experiences of the “German Girls,” which were
often forgotten, if not ignored, by many
within their own generation. n

region, the reality that MMA culture exists
in, and the sentiments its atmosphere promotes. Luckily, capitalizing on nationalist
sentiment to promote the Nurmagomedov
vs. McGregor fight only resulted in a quickly
contained brawl. If the UFC chooses to exploit ethnic tension for publicity in its eastward expansion, they could catalyze much
more dangerous events between Chechnya
and Russia proper. The UFC is not simply
a promotion company. Unamended, they
have the power to incite violence far beyond
the scope of their events. n

Continued from page 25

Bringing a Gun to a Knife
Fight
and general stability are being threatened
by Russian hybrid warfare.
The conflict in the Donbas is a hybrid,
modern and evolving conflict, in which the
imposition of financial sanctions, bolstering
of oppositional movements, and distribution of propaganda have shifted from tools
of diplomacy to instruments of war, and
the international community needs to start
treating them as such. n

Continued from page 24

Should the UFC “Tap Out” of
the Russian Market?
cial harmony between Russia and Chechnya.
After his appointment as president by Putin at the conclusion of the Second Chechen War, Kadyrov took on the responsibility of a strongman meant to bring stability
to Chechnya, establishing a personalist regime dependent on his leadership. To him
this meant adopting a persona of cultivator
to the population’s Islamic identity and attempting to gloss over the region’s ethnic diversity. Although no official conflict has broken out since the late 1990’s, the independence movements and ethnic tension that
exists between the respective populations
cannot be forgotten simply with the cooperation of two personalist leaders. Kadyrov
is clearly loyal to Putin alone rather than the
Russian system. What consequences could
arise in the future if these two personalities
clashed or independence fighters within the
populations chose to disregard leadership?
As the UFC breaches this market, it must
recognize the complicated ethnic past of the

Continued from page 26

Living in Toxic Waste
groups to better advocate for their rights
within the Italian framework. Local work
aimed at educating Roma is especially important, as a recent survey of Roma populations in Europe found that close to half
of respondents were unaware of laws that
prohibit housing discrimination. Thus, educating Roma about their rights in relation
to non-discrimination in housing can be a
crucial factor in enacting positive change
on a local level.
The issue of Roma housing within Italy
reveals greater social problems of poverty,
unemployment, and disenfranchisement, as
a result of centuries of discrimination and
marginalization. The Italian government
must adopt a new approach to this problem, as the trend of increasingly violent and
discriminatory rhetoric against minorities
continues to threaten the very foundations
of European democracy. n

Continued from page 30

From the Oscars, Back to the
Camp
authority figure as he fights for more than
mere survival: dignity, both for him and
for those he meets along the way. Instead
of being a story of suffocating misery, the
film successfully humanizes its subject and
even provides a glimpse of joy, all without
sugarcoating the lives of the undocumented
in Lebanon. The film is an admirable show
of both empathy and respect.
However, “admirable empathy” does not
necessarily always make for a challenging
social statement; on that level, Capernaum
certainly succeeds through intentionality
in spite of minor faults in execution. One
could easily confuse Zain’s lack of empathy
towards his parents for Labaki’s. He outright publicly humiliates them for having
so many children in spite of their inability
to care for them. If interpreted as Labaki’s
position, it dangerously stipulates blaming
poor people for having sex rather than systemic poverty. However, as Labaki herself
puts it, “He’s [Zain’s] actually not only suing his parents, he’s suing the whole system
because his parents are also victims of that
system — one that is failing on so many levels.” When Zain’s father gets a brief moment
to speak his narrative (perhaps the moment
is all too brief), his voice breaks as he claims
that neither the lawyer nor any of the court
attendees could ever understand his life. It’s
a heartbreaking moment, one aimed to push
its viewers into awareness of the suffocating
world of systematic poverty for refugees.
While neither The Insult nor Capernaum
went on to win Best Foreign Picture, it is entirely beside the point. Both films showcase
a Lebanon coming to terms with its refugee
problem through its cinema. Without having the benefit of a formal film industry and
in spite of the messaging limitations in both
films, the effort to bring the refugee struggle
to the big screen simply warrants celebration. However, perhaps it is time that these
stories left the confines of the courtroom. n
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The Next Step for ISIS Brides

Israeli Intelligence
Corporations and the
Exportation of Repression

From the Oscars, Back to the
Camp

sentence for providing material support, like
communication and service, to a terrorist
organization.
This been done before; Mohammad Uddin has been jailed for over seven years for
preparing acts of terrorism endorsed by ISIS.
In prison, he is unable to travel and interact with other potential radicals. The longer
Muthana remains in refugee camps at the
epicenter of conflict, the more she believes
she has been abandoned once again, and becomes more susceptible to joining another
terrorist organization or spreading the ISIS
ideology. Studies conducted in American
prisons in the past show that when indicted terrorists are kept in close quarters, they
interact and amass more supporters due to
their joint desperation.
Extracting Muthana from Syria would
cut off any remaining ties she has to ISIS,
and would force America to take accountability for its citizens’ actions instead of
pushing these responsibilities onto already
overburdened countries like Syria and Turkey. Her son, an innocent boy who is not
liable for the actions of his parents, would
be given to her family to be taken care of
and raised in a proper home, without the
shadow of his mother’s actions.
The United Kingdom has already made
one ISIS bride, Shamima Begum, stateless-going against widely-accepted international
policies. By refusing to take Muthana and
other ISIS brides in, the West is pushing off
their consequences and going against policies that have allowed each institution to
maintain their own interpretation of justice
through every international conflict.
The plight of the ISIS brides creates a
complex issue. It calls into question the validity of world institutions, and establishes
who these institutions are responsible for,
and how willing they are to cast aside these
responsibilities. In Muthana’s case or in the
case of hundreds of other ISIS brides, each
country sets a precedent for how it chooses
to address its citizens and approach its problems in the future. Each bride must face
the legal consequences of the country she
willingly abandoned, for a cause that later
abandoned her. n
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nally, the claim that they are solely meant
to be used against criminals and terrorists
and that their use to repress exceeds their
intent is does not hold much weight; when
selling these cutting-edge surveillance tools
to autocratic governments that engage in
repression, there must be at the very least
some suspicion that these tools would not
be used with “good intent.”
With the increased innovation in technology, governments are given a greater ability to refine and advance their surveillance
and repressive capabilities. Prestigious and
notorious companies such as the NSO, Black
Cube, and the Mer group are instrumental in this field, profiting off of the growing market for such technologies. They are
strengthened by the funneling of former
Israeli intelligence and military agents and
at times given implicit permission to do so
by the Israeli government. These companies,
masquerading as champions in the war on
terror and crime, knowingly, and perhaps
purposely, sell these technologies to governments and groups interested in quashing
civil liberties and democratization efforts.
Not only does this highlight the blurred line
between terrorists, criminals, dissidents, and
activists, but it also points to the growing
role of corporations in strengthening states’
repressive capabilities and enabling greater
human rights violations. n

here make a large part of our community
and I hope they feel that this place is home
just like we do.”
All of this makes the two visions
of foreigners impossible to reconcile. On
one hand, the public and the Qatari regime
dote over the successful team, heralding the
mixed squad of Qataris and foreigners as a
sign of Qatar’s inclusive national identity.
On the other hand, foreign workers are imported and abused during the construction
of stadiums that the former group will occupy in three years’ time. Qatar is eager to
naturalize and claim the soccer players as
Qatari citizens, but the construction workers are merely people in a foreign land. This
cognitive dissonance in attitude towards
foreigners points, on the surface, towards a
willful ignorance in oversight of unskilled
laborers in the country. Even deeper, however, it shows the desperation of Qatar’s
rulers to climb the geopolitical ladder and
rise as regional power. In their continuing
desire for soft power, they have both lifted
foreigners to the forefront of the Qatari soccer world and trampled upon them at the
bottom. Despite the protests of many human rights’ groups, it seems inevitable at this
point that Qatar will be hosting the World
Cup in some capacity in 2022. There, the
world will be introduced to a country with
a fluid national hierarchy, one which will
have ironically put the naturalized foreigners in the spotlight on the backs of the noncitizens. Then, it will be up to the on-field
results of the team to back up what has been
a tumultuous process for the country. Only
after this will the Emir be able to tell if his
grand project worked out as he wished. n
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