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Dear Dr. Jericho: 
  
The Office of the Honourable Jody Wilson-Raybould, Minister of Justice and Attorney 
General of Canada, has kindly forwarded to the Honourable Ahmed Hussen, Minister of 
Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship, a copy of your letter of June 5, 2017, with 
regards to language testing. 
  
I appreciate the reasons that prompted you to write.  An independent language test is 
the fairest, most transparent, objective, consistent and accurate way to evaluate an 
applicant’s language skills.  The International English Language Testing System 
(IELTS) test, the Canadian English Language Proficiency Index Program (CELPIP) 
General Test, and Test d’Évaluation de Français have been correlated to the Canadian 
Language Benchmarks (CLBs) and have been designated by Immigration, Refugees 
and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) for immigration purposes.  Please note that these 
organizations are independent from the Government, the Department has no control on 
the cost and the availability of the tests. 
  
These tests have met all of the criteria for designation established by the Panel of 
Language Experts on Third Party Language Testing and they present the most 
consistent format with our immigration and selection criteria. 
  
In developing the proposed administrative list of acceptable language evidence, we 
considered the need to balance facilitating access to immigration or citizenship by 
allowing a range of evidence with the need to ensure integrity, consistency across 
immigration and citizenship programs, ability to verify information and processing 
efficiency (a standard, recognizable format).  In terms of integrity, a key component is 
that the third-party tests are assessed by a panel of language experts designated by 
IRCC, and underwent an exhaustive and expensive process to ensure their tests were 
correlated against the CLB/NCLC, the Canadian standard used by IRCC to describe 
measure and recognize English/French language ability of adult immigrants and 
prospective immigrants who plan to live and work in Canada. 
  
With regard to your request to have TOEFL and Pearson recognized as valid tests for 
immigration or work permit requirements, I regret to inform you that only IELTS and 
CELPIP have been correlated to the CLB for English.  You may wish to visit the IRCC 
Website for further information 
at:http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/immigrate/skilled/language-testing.asp. 



  
Thank you for writing and expressing your concerns.  I trust that the information 
provided is of assistance. 
  
P. Rivard 

Ministerial Enquiries Division 
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