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Kevin De León:  Thank you.  Thank you so very much.  Thank you.  

Thank you.  Thank you so very much.  Thank you so very much.  It 

is indeed an honor and pleasure to be here with each and every 

one of you.  I know a lot of folks were already recognized but I 

do want to just very quickly go through just a handful of folks 

because I believe it is important that I do recognize them. 

 

Again, I do want to thank our mayor and our speaker and our 

former chairman of the DNC, first Latino chair in the history of 

the United States of America, for your eloquent words regarding 

my person.  I want to thank you very much for your leadership.  

A lot of folks don't know that when I ran for state assembly for 

the very first time, the 45th Assembly District, the district 

Antonio Villaraigosa was the former speaker of and he set a very 

high bar and criteria for me to reach and I want to thank you 

from the bottom of my heart for the leadership that you have 

given us not just in Los Angeles and not just in California but 

nationwide.  Thank you very much, Antonio Villaraigosa.  Thank 

you. 

 

There's so many wonderful elected officials and colleagues who 

I've had the honor to serve with in the state capitol as well as 

here locally but just very quickly.  Obviously, Hilda Solis, 

thank you very much for your incredible leadership.  Gilbert 

Cedillo, thank you for what you've done for us since day one.  

My good friend, Alex Padilla, thank you very much for your very 

strong leadership and rising the ranks of those who have not 

been registered to vote so they can have a voice and make a 

difference this electoral year.   
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To my good friend down South at the LBC that is Mayor Robert 

Garcia, first Latino in the history of the city of Long Beach.  

Thank you.  To my good friend, he's nested in my seat in the 

Assembly that is Mr. Jimmy Gomez.  Jimmy Gomez, thank you very 

much for your incredible leadership.  Also too I know we have 

from the city council we have here Mr. Joe Buscaino.  Joe 

Buscaino, Big Joey.  Thank you very much, Joey.  And I believe I 

see Reggie Jones-Sawyer.  Reggie Jones-Sawyer for the African 

American Black Caucus of the California State Assembly.  And 

Patty Lopez as well too.  Thank you very much, Patricia Lopez. 

 

And last but not least, let me just sort of clarify the record 

so it stands on the record, it was not a knockout but it was a 

TKO and I was the one who gave the TKO.  Fabian is a brawler.  

His height is a little smaller so he comes in head first and his 

shoulder first.  I have to jab, jab, jab.  Jab, one, two.  Jab, 

one, two.  And it was a decisive TKO.  I think Lou Moret 

actually refereed that fight too.  He stopped that fight.  He 

stopped that fight.  But to my very good friend, to Fabian 

Núñez, we grew up together in both in Tijuana as well as Barrio 

Shelltown in Barrio Logan Heights.  We come from very, very 

similar family backgrounds, very similar.  And I want to thank 

you very much for your incredible leadership as our speaker as a 

speaker emeritus.  You have done some incredible things which 

I'll actually highlight during the course of my speech.  I want 

to thank you very much.  Let's give it up for our speaker 

emeritus, Fabian Núñez. 

 

And of course, I know we have a very special guest here too.  

All the way from Guadalajara, Mexico, Jalisco Mexico. El 

Presidente Municipal de la ciudad de Guadalajara. El Presidente 

Municipal, Enrique Alfaro. Enrique, mucho gusto. Bienvenido. Y 

bueno antes que nada un abrazo muy fuerte, un saludo muy 

cordial, un abrazo de solidaridad, un abrazo caluroso a cada uno 

de ustedes. Me siento muy honrado de estar aquí con ustedes hoy 

día del hecho que Mickey Ibarra me estás reconociendo hoy día 

con el reconocimiento del águila. Me siento bien, pero muy, 

honrado. Quiero agradecerte también su liderato no solamente el 

nivel local, pero si no al nivel nacional e internacional.   

  

 

To me, let me express the gratitude for the awesome privilege to 

be recognized today by the Latino Leaders Network and to receive 

el águila, el reconocimiento, el premio, the award.  And I want 

to thank our chair here today, our leader, Mickey Ibarra, for 

your incredible leadership. 

 

A lot of folks don't know that when I met Mickey and Mickey was 

back I think mid 1990s, perhaps late 1990s, I had an opportunity 
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at a very young age to be a senior associate at the National 

Education Association in Washington, D.C.  And I was of I think 

only a handful of Latinos so you can count on one hand and there 

was another Latino at the National Education Association and 

that was the leader of the Latinos within the NEA and that was 

Mickey Ibarra.   

 

And when I was coming in in the Human and Civil Rights Division 

at the NEA in Washington, D.C., Mickey was sort of in a 

transition phase, if you will, about to leave the NEA and going 

to the White House to work for our president, then President 

Bill Clinton, senior adviser and director also of government 

relations for the president of the United States.  And Mickey 

had left.  And I remember I went to go look for Mickey at his 

office to seek some counsel, some advice.  It's the first time 

I've been on the East Coast in my entire life, I was a fish out 

of water completely, and they said, "Mickey is not here right 

now.  He's gone."  And so, I said, "Well, where's Mickey and 

when is he coming back?"  And they said, "Well, he's in Africa 

right."  And I said, "He's in Africa?  What's he doing in Africa 

right now?"   

 

And then I found out what Mickey was doing.  And Mickey had left 

Washington, D.C. and had gone to Africa, to Ethiopia, to be 

specific, country adjacent to Eritrea, and Mickey had gone on a 

mission to secure the release of the president at that time of 

the Teachers' Union who was under house arrest.  And he went to 

go meet with him as well as the president of Ethiopia.  And I 

was sort of stunned.  And I want to put this in context. 

 

Conceptually, the idea that you had a Latino of Mexican origin, 

of all places from Utah on another continent, Africa, 

specifically in Utah, negotiating the release of a very 

important figure, the head of the Teachers' Union in Ethiopia, 

it struck me in a way that I don't know how you feel because we 

hear about these stories where it's North Korea, Cuba, you know, 

elsewhere, we know that Bill Richardson's been all over the 

place in a very similar role, but to have a Latino actually 

fulfill that type of role was kind of like -- it shook me and it 

had a very visceral impact on me and because I could never 

visualize that we could go to another country, to another 

continent, and actually try to secure the release of someone of 

vital importance to the nation.  And I want to thank you because 

you have been a mentor to many of us who are here in this room 

today and I want to thank you again for your fantastic 

leadership.  Let's give it up for Mickey Ibarra everybody. 

 

Now I want to thank each and every one of you because you are 

the lifeblood of California's Democratic Latino majorities and 
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our historic progress over the last few years.  In California, 

we have succeeded.  We have succeeded because we fight for the 

principle that the California dream belongs to everyone, not 

just the privileged few.  Because my story is representative of 

that principle and that unlikely journey that brought me here 

with each and every one of you at the California Club started 

100 miles south of us in Tijuana, Baja, California, in Logan 

Heights in San Diego.   

 

You see, I grew up in Barrio Logan in Tijuana as the youngest 

child of a single immigrant mother with a third grade education.  

And to support us, my mom would clean homes in the wealthy 

enclaves of La Jolla.  And I remember as a young child taking 

the Number 34 Bus with my mother.  That bus would traverse from 

downtown Los Angeles through Point Loma, Mission Beach, Pacific 

Beach, to our final destination where I got off the bus with my 

mother and would walk up perhaps a mile or less up to the top of 

the hill to the homes with the ocean panoramic views.  I 

remember my mother will spend the vast majority of her day, if 

not the vast majority of her life, cleaning other people's 

homes, and it was there that I learned the value of hard work 

and a strong work ethic, very similar to how Fabian grew up but 

Fabian's father was a gardener in the city or the neighborhood 

of La Jolla.   

 

And although I was very young at that time, the contrast between 

the haves and the have nots are burned into my memory to this 

very day and that's why I am so driven to find solutions when I 

see a country where there is so few that have so much and there 

are so many that have so little.  [Audio glitch] remains 

gridlock, California has made real progress to make our economy 

more inclusive, more equitable, that includes respecting our 

Latino and immigrant communities. 

 

Last year I believe that Californians of every race, every 

religion, every gender, and identity united [audio glitch] 

common purpose and by any objective measure it was a year of 

remarkable accomplishments.  And I want to take a brief moment 

if it's okay with each and every one of you to reflect on some 

of those accomplishments because they are historic on many 

levels.  And from the outset, we pledged to tackle the people's 

[audio glitch] build upon California's progress, upon great 

leaders that we followed.  And by any measure, this legislature 

has expanded the winner's circle to enable more hardworking 

Californians to enjoy the fruits of prosperity and opportunity.   

 

In just a year, the year of 2016, we finally passed far more 

over time honoring the legacy of Cesar Chavez of giving these 

workers the same protections like everyone else.  We also raised 
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the minimum wage, the highest in the country, to $15 an hour.  

In the wealthiest states in the wealthiest nation on planet 

Earth, no one who works full time should be forced to live in 

poverty.  If you are a single mother and you work full time 

today in California under the current minimum wage at $10, you 

will make $20,000 a year.  That is not a livable wage.  That is 

a poverty wage. 

 

And Janet, I want to thank you very much for highlighting, and I 

know we had the good folks here from AARP, through my Retirement 

Security Plan Senate Bill 1234, we will finally be able to give 

retirement security access to seven million Californians who 

today have no access to any type of retirement security at their 

place of employment. 

 

Now I want to give a very special recognition to former 

Secretary of Labor Hilda Solis as well as our current Secretary 

of Labor Tom Perez who's in Washington, D.C., a very long, very 

arduous, very complex negotiations.  But let me quote the Vice 

President of the United States Joe Biden because this is a big 

F-ing deal for California and for the United States of America, 

because currently we have seven million Californians who have no 

access to DB or DC at their place of employment.  So what this 

means when we go live in 2018, that means the seven million 

workers who have no retirement security at their place of 

employment will be automatically enrolled, this is not sign-up 

proactively.  So, for those who are employers here today, if 

your employees don't have a DB or DC in their place of 

employment or you yourself don't have one, you will be 

automatically enrolled.  It's the first of its kind in the 

United States of America and the largest expansion of retirement 

security since the new deal with Social Security and FDR.   

 

So, this is going to be a big thing for our community.  Why?  

Because we've all lived the story.  Our community retires, they 

retire not because they have a nest egg and they know at the age 

of 65 or 62 they have enough to live on a monthly or annual 

basis.  Our community retires when our arms, our legs, our 

backs, our shoulders, our waists, our legs physically give out.  

And then, there's not enough money to supplement Social Security 

to pay for the roof over your head, the food on your table, the 

clothes on your back, or your medication.  That's why if we can 

work together and provide a modicum of dignity and respect to 

all of those like Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa just articulated so 

eloquently, those who [audio glitch] the wealth of California, 

we can provide them with a modicum of dignity and respect.  I 

want to thank you Madam Secretary of Labor for this wonderful 

contribution that we did together. 
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We threw open the doors for affordable college education.  Now 

this fall at the University of California System, the greatest 

public institution in the world as well as the largest Cal State 

University System, there'll be 20,000 brand new enrollment 

slots, and those enrollment slots will be dedicated for those at 

the lowest economic strata.  That cost us $60 million but guess 

what, it's $60 million but that's well worth it because it's our 

community and the rate of return on that investment will be huge 

for California -- 20,000 brand new enrollment slots. 

 

We passed a budget which includes health care, health care for 

undocumented children, 170,000 undocumented children in 

California.  Because guess what, undocumented children, they get 

sick too just like rich children too. 

 

And we passed the toughest pay equity law in the nation to help 

level the working field for California's women who demand and 

deserve equal pay for equal work in California.  On this issue 

of equal pay especially with those who are single mothers here 

today, Latina women earn $0.44 on the dollar compared to white 

men.  It's our effort to close that gender equity gap that 

exists today because it's those Latina women who work two or 

three jobs, who put the roof over our head, the clothes on our 

back, and it is those Latina women who brought us into this 

world, who fed us, who protected us, who raised us, who defended 

us, and it is incumbent on us to do everything possible to take 

care of them.  So, this is the toughest pay equity law in the 

nation. 

 

Last year we also passed a historic package of legislative 

measures, 10 bills in fact that were signed into law to improve 

the lives of undocumented Californians.  Now I wanted to 

underscore the following point because Fabian had said something 

that's really key.  I do believe you have a collection of a 

wonderful elected officials here today and one thing is to be a 

politician irrespective of political party, whether you're a 

Republican, whether you're a Democrat, whether you're a Green 

Party, but to actually move an agenda is completely different.  

To actually burn political capital even though you know [audio 

glitch], that's different.  When you try to move and improve the 

human condition for all individuals irrespective of who you are 

and where you come from, the language you speak, the hue of your 

skin, or your legal status.   

 

So I made it very clear when I became the leader of the 

California State Senate that we will not just tolerate 

immigrants and specifically undocumented immigrants, we will 

actually move a proactive agenda to help improve the human 

condition and make no excuses for anyone, "Oh, you can't do this 
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because you're going a little too far to the left."  It's not 

the left or the right.  We're helping improve the human 

condition for all individuals, again, irrespective of who they 

are and where they come from.  And the first time ever, as I 

just mentioned, we provided health care for undocumented 

children.  I want to thank Senator Ricardo Lara for his efforts 

moving this measure in the state capital.   

 

We now have usable rights protections that guarantee the due 

process for those in our legal system and we will establish 

comprehensive services for immigrant integration and so much 

more because it's as important for someone like me, the son of 

an immigrant, and all of us because, let me underscore, my story 

is not unique.  My story as the youngest child of a single 

immigrant mother with a third grade education is all of our 

stories.  It's not a unique story.  I'm not the one who 

graduated summa cum laude or honors and was bestowed and 

showered all kinds of accolades and went on to MIT or Harvard or 

Yale or Brown, summa cum laude and says, "You are the golden 

one.  You are the superstar."  Enough with the aberration, the 

anomalies, and the outliers.  It's our role here to make sure 

that we normalize the medium within our society to make sure the 

vast majority of these young men and women actually have an 

opportunity to do something with their lives. 

 

And that's what we made it very clear as the leader of the 

Senate, we will help improve the human condition, we'll improve 

the wage of these individuals because they deserve it.  They 

deserve it.  They are human beings.  They are part of our 

society.  Providing driver's license for the undocumented 

immigrants, an issue that Gil Cedillo had carried on his 

shoulders, bear like a cross.  Gil couldn't be there when we 

finally negotiated, when I had the opportunity to deal face to 

face with the governor when I negotiated the deal but we know 

who carried the cross for so many years.  And he was there 

championing it, making all kinds of phone calls to members of 

the Assembly to make sure we got it done.  And this is something 

that we got done together.  Whether you're a part of Senate or 

not, as a city council member, once a senator, always a senator.  

Thank you very much, Senator Gil Cedillo, for what you've done 

for us. 

 

Just a couple of points lastly that I want to make because 10 

years ago we took historic actions of worldwide significance.  

We took a historic journey to protect our precious environments 

and to build the clean energy future that California deserves.  

And it is so appropriate that our speaker emeritus, Fabian 

Núñez, is here today.  [Audio glitch] to a worldwide audience we 

had an opportunity to be together with our Governor Arnold 
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Schwarzenegger, Governor Jerry Brown, Senator Fran Pavley, and 

myself and obviously Fabian Núñez, because Fabian was the author 

of AB 32.   

 

I want to put this in context because what we have done is we 

have changed the paradigm, if you will, for the environmental 

movement.  It's no longer an environmental movement of the 

elite.  It is no longer an environmental movement of those who 

believe the environment begins and ends at the beach or at the 

coast.  It's an environmental movement that's inclusive of each 

and every one of us.  It's an environmental movement that Fabian 

set the path back in 2004 and I've been honored and humbled to 

take on that baton and move forward other types of policies that 

have a worldwide significance. 

 

Now when we think about the environment, we never correlate it.  

And though Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, we were together at the 

California Commonwealth Club in San Francisco, KQED, and we had 

the honor to get on the same stage with our mayor, and our mayor 

always made the correlation with regards to economic growth and 

how we had been successful by decoupling and delinking carbon 

from GDP.  What does that mean?  That means we're 28 percent 

less carbon intensive in California while at the same time we 

have grown our economy, as Fabian just mentioned, become the 

sixth largest economy on planet Earth.  We're not the sixth 

largest economy in the United States of America.  United States 

and the aggregate as a whole, number one, number two, China; 

number three, Japan, number four, Germany; today, number five, 

the great state, the Republic of California.  And it's because 

of the policies that we move.  And if you are remotely 

interested, number six obviously is France, number seven is the 

United Kingdom, number eight is Brazil, number nine is Russia, 

and number 10 is Italy. 

 

These are the policies that we have moved to grow, to create 

jobs, jobs that are real, jobs that are tangible, jobs that you 

can verify.  Energy efficiency -- jobs are intensive and must be 

done on site because they're laborious.  You can't export those 

jobs elsewhere or you can't offshore them to Guangzhou, China.  

[Audio glitch] each and every one of us to put our people to 

work.  Not everyone's going to go to UC.  Not everyone's going 

to go to USC or Loyola Marymount or Stanford.  Not everyone's 

going to go to Cal State LA.  But we can still give a real job, 

a job to sustain some in the middle class in California and 

that's because of our policies, policy that you started in Los 

Angeles, policies back in 2004 with the Global Warming Solutions 

Act back in 2004 that you started.   
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And this is significant because when people think about these 

topics, el rostro is not what they think.  They don't correlate 

that.  That goes back to what I thought about Mickey Ibarra, 

that he's in Ethiopia trying to secure the release of a 

political prisoner.  Well, when it comes to the issue of climate 

change, we don't think of Antonio Villaraigosa or Fabian Núñez, 

Jimmy Gomez and others here, but these are actually the global 

leaders here today.   

 

Nations, as a subnation, we're a subnational, but nations are 

watching very closely what California does today.  And because 

40 percent of our population today are of color, specifically 

Latino, it makes a consequential difference, the policies that 

we move in California with foresight and, yes, strong political 

will.  We've turned our [audio glitch] into a pillar of our 

economy that now employs more than half a million Californians 

and we've steadily reduced the carbon intensity of our economy 

to become the fifth largest economy.  Last year our GDP grew 

twice the rate than the national rate and we've outpaced the 

nation's job creation.  So, these inconvenient truths for the 

skeptics who wish to preserve the 20th Century economic order 

are outdated and long gone. 

 

Now with that, I want to say it makes a real difference in terms 

of leadership.  Leadership makes a real difference.  And I've 

had the honor to [audio glitch] shoulders of giants before me.  

And this is who we are because these are our values -- and I'll 

wind down here -- as Latinos and as Californians and as 

Americans, because we don't give up on people.  We help them and 

we fight for them.  And while Donald Trump and those who follow 

him spread darkness, fear, and intolerance, it is we, it is we 

that will stand up and fight and that's the approach I've taken 

as a leader of the Senate.  These are the progressive values and 

policies that have made California the fifth largest GDP.   

 

When given an opportunity, this is how we lead and everyone has 

a shot to succeed not by shouting bombastic rhetoric into 

microphones but taking bold steps with intentionality and a 

sense of purpose, implementing policies that ignite innovation 

and leave no one behind.  We don't alienate, we don't isolate, 

and we don't demonize and we don't incite fear.  That is a sign 

of weakness.  We look to solve inequality, empower the forgotten 

and overlooked, and expand the winner's circle for everyone 

irrespective of who you are, where you come from, your legal 

status, the country of your origin or the language that you 

speak.   

 

Now, I know that as a leader of the Senate, I might not look 

like an American through the prism or through the eyes of Donald 
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J. Trump and what he envisions, and I know many of us in this 

room don't look like the leadership of America, but nowhere, 

nowhere in this world would be possible that the youngest child 

of a single immigrant mother who embarked on this improbable 

journey to become the leader of the California State Senate, 

nowhere is that possible.  Only in the greatest state, 

California, in the greatest nation, the United States of America 

is this possible. Amigas y amigos, compañeras y compañeros: 

We're Latinos, we're Californians, and more importantly we're 

Americans.  As Antonio and Fabian mentioned a few moments ago, I 

think collectively we all have a message for Donald J. Trump:  

We don't build walls here.  We tear them down. 

 

Thank you very much. Muchas gracias a todos. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 


