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Mission Statement:
Our Mission is to improve, protect, and promote the public health, well-being and environment of the
communities in Sandusky County.

We accomplish this mission through:
•
•
•
•
•

Promoting a healthy community and protecting the residents from health risks.
Preventing disease, disability, injury, and premature deaths.
Defining health priorities determined through community health assessments.
Monitoring the health status of the community.
Developing health policy that supports and encourages improved health status.

We assist residents through public health education and information to:
•
•
•

Understand both community and personal health risks.
Accept individual responsibility for their own health.
Adopt personal practices that enhance both individual and community health.

We assure that:
•
•
•

Health services are available and accessible to all residents.
Medical services are of the highest quality and necessary.
Environmental health conditions related to air, water, food, shelter, solid waste, sewage,
consumer protection, and safety foster a healthy community.

Vision:
The communities of Sandusky County will Always Choose Health.
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Board of Health Members

From left to right: Jim Mason, John Yuhas, D.O., Fran Gierhart, Sandra Wise, Cathy Chudzinski,
Steve Gruner, Terry Fought, and Dean Auxter.

Administrative Staff

From left to right: Martha Bowen (Director of Environmental Health), Laura Burkin (Director of
Nursing), Marti Swander (Director of Support Services), Bethany Brown (Health Commissioner),
Stacey Gibson (Director of Health Planning and Education), Marsha Overmyer (Registrar/Office
Manager/Coroner’s Secretary)

Medical Director
Dr. Jennifer Greenslade-Hohman, MD
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A Letter from the Health Commissioner
In 2017, the Sandusky County Health Department continued to work
towards improving the health of residents in Sandusky County. A Community
Health Assessment (CHA) was completed and released in early 2017. The data
collected from residents helps to guide the health department and community
partners in tackling health issues and implementing strategies to improve the
health of the community.
A Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP) was completed from the
CHA data collected. The CHIP is a long term, systematic effort to address health
problems on the basis of the results of assessment activities and the community
health improvement process. This plan is used by the health department in collaboration with
community partners to set priorities, coordinate, and target resources. A CHIP is critical for developing
policies and defining actions to target efforts that promote health. Three (3) priority areas were selected:
Mental Health and Addiction, Chronic Disease, and Maternal and Infant Health.
A new strategy implemented, to address the CHIP priority of chronic disease, is to increase
smoking cessation programs available to Sandusky County residents. The health department received
a grant from the Ohio Department of Health to increase access to care for individuals to quit smoking.
The health department has partnered with Firelands Hospital and Huron County Health Department to
increase the amount of smoking cessation services provided within our county. Working collaboratively
with other agencies will improve outcomes for our residents.
The Sandusky County Health Department employees strive to provide excellent service and
programs to the residents of Sandusky County. In 2017, further steps were taken to reach the goal of
becoming an accredited health department. A two-day site visit was completed by three (3) Public
Health Accreditation Board Site Visitors that came from similar sized health jurisdictions in other states.
The site visitors met with community partners, Board of Health members, and health department
employees to review all documentation submitted the previous year. The next step in the accreditation
process will be to complete and submit further documentation on the health department’s progress
through quality improvement activities. These activities will ensure that our programs are meeting the
standards to improve the health of our community.
The Sandusky County Health Department staff continues to keep the highest standards possible
for all programs and services that are provided to the county. By embracing the concept of collective
impact and working together, we continue on the path of making our community healthy and safe for
all our residents.

____________________________
Bethany Brown, RN and MSN
Health Commissioner
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2017 BOARD OF HEALTH FUNDS

REVENUES
6.296%

0.433%
A. LEVY
B. STATE SUBSIDY

19.115%

0.353%
3.329%

35.712%

5.320%
1.251%
4.225%
11.973%

5.521%
0.384%

0.000%

6.088%

C. VITAL STATS
D. PERMITS, FEES
E. SUBDIVISIONS
F. CONTRACTS
G. PATIENT FEES
H. MEDICARE
I. PRIVATE INSURANCE
J. LOCAL PROJECTS
K. FEDERAL PROJECTS
L. STATE PROJECTS
M. MEDICAID

Total Revenue
$2,959,293.80

N. OTHER

EXPENSES
8.397%
5.983%
1.570%

A. PERSONNEL

2.362%

B. EQUIPMENT
C. SUPPLIES
D. TRAVEL

12.830%

E. UTILITIES/MAINTENANCE

67.980%
0.879%

F. OTHER EXPENSE
G. CONTRACT SERVICES

Total Expense
$2,777,059.68
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What is Public Health
Public Health has been a priority in Sandusky County since 1889. For well over 120 years, those working
in the field of public health have worked to protect and maintain the health of the entire community;
including every village, township and city. Public health recognizes that every individual’s health is
valued.
Public health is concerned with protecting the health of the entire population, no matter what size that
population may be. Public health is community health. The dimensions of public health include health
promotion, disease prevention, early diagnosis and prompt treatment, disability limitation and
rehabilitation. Focusing on these elements ultimately leads to a healthier Sandusky County.
Local public health efforts include protecting drinking water, ensuring the safety of food at local
restaurants, epidemiological studies, increasing vaccinations, emergency preparedness and increasing
access to care for all. Continuation of critical daily strides in the decrease of infant and child mortality,
and improvement of community health are most important to ensure that our daily lives are safe and
the public’s needs met.
An important piece of public health is the promotion of health care equity, quality and accessibility.
Public Health works to limit health disparities, which includes equalizing preventable differences in the
burden of disease, injury, violence, or opportunities to achieve optimal health that are experienced by
socially disadvantaged populations.
Sandusky County Health Department will continue its commitment to ensuring optimal health for all
community members for many years to come.

Public Health Accreditation
In August, the Sandusky County Health Department was visited by 3 Site Visitors
and an Accreditation Specialist and became one step closer towards achieving
national public health department accreditation through the Public Health
Accreditation Board (PHAB). The goal of accreditation is to improve and protect
the health of the public by advancing the quality and performance of state and
local public health departments.
Some of the many benefits of accreditation include:
• Increased credibility, accountability, and visibility in our community, in
Ohio, and nationally
• Valuable, measurable feedback to continuously improve the quality of work
• Evidence that public dollars are being spent on effective and useful programs
• Enhanced services that lead to healthier people and a healthier community
• Recognition of excellence
• Possible funding advantages

March 2018

SCHD Annual Report 2017

8
Community Health Assessment
On April 5, 2017, the findings of the 2016-2017 Sandusky County Community
Health Assessment were presented to the public and the community partners.
This data allows stakeholders to formulate strong strategic plans, evaluate
current practices, write better grants and answer a call to action. The end
result of these efforts will be a community that focuses on wellness, improving
general health status, increasing access to services, and addressing unmet
needs.
Sandusky County has been involved in community health assessment since
1993 through a group known as Health Partners. These assessments have
allowed Sandusky County to identify priority areas of concern. A number of
issues have been identified as important to the community and the constituent
groups who use the health assessment.

Community Health Improvement Plan
During the spring of 2017, a process was undertaken to further the work of
Health Partners and more formally articulate ways to address community
issues as part of a Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP) process. The
priority areas of concern are:
1. Mental Health and Addiction (includes emotional wellbeing,
mental illness conditions and substance abuse disorders)
2. Chronic Disease (includes conditions such as heart disease,
diabetes and asthma, and related clinical risk factors-obesity,
hypertension and high cholesterol, as well as behaviors closely
associated with these conditions and risk factors- nutrition,
physical activity and tobacco use)
3. Maternal and Infant Health (includes infant and maternal mortality, birth outcomes and
related risk and protective factors impacting preconception, pregnancy and infancy,
including family and community contexts)
This plan is used by health and other governmental education and human service agencies, in
collaboration with community partners, to set priorities and coordinate and target resources. A CHIP is
critical for developing policies and defining actions to target efforts that promote health. It should
define the vision for the health of the community inclusively and should be done in a timely way

Download a copy of the 2016-2017 Community Health Assessment and 2017-2020 Community
Health Improvement Plan at www.alwayschoosehealth.com

March 2018
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Strategic Plan
The Health Department completed an organizational strategic plan in December
2013. Implementation activities continued throughout 2017 and are integral to
moving the organization into ongoing quality improvement activities. The many
attributes of the Health Department suggest that the plan will result in a strengthened
department, broader collaboration with community partners, and will contribute to
improved health status among county residents.

•
•
•

The plan envisions a series of activities to address measurable objectives framed by
three strategic directions:
Health Education and Promotion: Inform, educate, and empower people about health issues.
Improve and Build upon Community Relationships: Mobilize community partnerships to identify
and solve health problems.
Workforce Development: Assure a competent public health and personal health care
workforce.

Progress on strategic plan goals and strategies continue to be made. Successes from 2017 include the
creation of a Marketing Workgroup with representatives from all divisions focusing educating the
public on health-related topic through various media forms including social media, radio PSAs,
billboards and print media.

Health Partners
The Sandusky County Health Department staff continues to be the Fiscal and Coordinating agent of
Health Partners. Health Partners’ mission is to monitor and improve the health status of Sandusky County
residents. Members contribute annual dues to ensure that Health Assessments occur on a regular basis.
Results of the 2016-2017, Sandusky County Youth Health Assessment are available on the Health
Department website at www.alwayschoosehealth.com.

Health Partner Members include:
The Bellevue Hospital
Community Health Services
Firelands Counseling & Recovery Services
Fremont City School District
ProMedica Memorial Health Care System
Mental Health & Recovery Service Board of SSW
Jennifer Greenslade-Homan, M.D., Physician
Sandusky County Board of Developmental Disabilities
Sandusky County Health Department
Sandusky County Family and Children First Council
United Way of Sandusky County
WSOS Community Action Commission

March 2018
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Clerical Support
In 2017, there were a total of 450 deaths and 165 births
in Sandusky County. With statewide issuance in Ohio,
anyone desiring a birth certificate and is an Ohio birth
may access the certified copy from any Local Registrar.
In Sandusky County, hours of issuance are MondayFriday, 8 AM to 4:30 PM. The cost is $22.00/certified copy.
Certified copies of death certificates must be secured in
the county the death occurred.

Public Health Nursing
Programs include: Maternal Child and Health
Program, Immunization Clinics, Mass Vaccination
Clinics, Bureau of Children with Medical Handicaps
Program
(BCMH),
Communicable
Disease,
Reproductive Health and Wellness Program (Family
Planning), Emergency Preparedness, Immunization
Action Plan, Pediatric Cardiac Clinic, Maternal Health
and Infant Mortality, Newborn Welcome Home Visits,
Cribs for Kids, and Child Fatality Review Board.

Tuberculosis Testing and Surveillance
Public Health Nurses administered 216 TB skin tests and read 196. There were no positive TB skin tests. The
TB Program is not limited to the number of TB tests administered. The scope of the program involves
surveillance, referrals and consulting with other counties, health care providers, including hospitals, the
Ohio Department of Health, and agencies outside of Ohio. Any suspect cases, whether seen through
the health department, or referred from another health care provider, involves a thorough investigation
and follow up. There were 5 suspect cases referred to the health department from outside agencies.

Welcome Home Newborn Visit
The Newborn Welcome Home Visit Program was established
through the collaboration of the Maternal Health and Infant
Mortality Coalition. Funding for this program was provided by the
generosity of the United Way of Sandusky County. The Newborn
Welcome Home Visit consists of; a free visit by a Public Health Nurse
from the health department, education on safe sleep and newborn
care, and referrals to community resources. The Newborn Home
Visit Program works in partnership with the Cribs for Kids Program to
ensure every infant in Sandusky County has a safe place to sleep.
In 2017 a total of 58 cribs were distributed to Sandusky County families who were unable to provide a
safe sleep environment for the infants.

March 2018
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Bureau of Children with Medical Handicaps (BCMH)
The Bureau for Children with Medical Handicaps (BCMH) is a health care program through the Ohio
Department of Health. BCMH links families of children with special health care needs to a network of
quality providers and helps families obtain payment for the services their children need.
BCMH’s mission is to assure, through the development and support of high quality, coordinated systems,
that children with special health care needs and their families, obtain comprehensive care and services
that are family centered, community based and culturally sensitive. BCMH promotes early identification
of children with handicapping conditions and treatment of those children by appropriate health care
providers.
Major components of the program include: conducting quality assurance activities to establish
standards of care and to determine unmet needs of children with handicaps and their families; funding
services for the diagnosis and treatment of medically eligible conditions; collaborating with public
health nurses at the Sandusky County Health Department to assist in increasing access to care;
supporting service coordination for children with selected diagnoses; and assisting families to access
and utilize appropriate sources of payment for services for their child. In 2017 there were 218 children
served who are active on the BCMH diagnostic, treatment, and/or service coordination program.

Immunization Clinic
The Sandusky County Health Department is one of the main providers in the county that administer
vaccinations to infants, children, adolescents and adults. The goal of the immunization program at the
Sandusky County Health Department is to reduce and eliminate vaccine-preventable diseases among
the county’s residents. The nursing staff provided services for 2,824 clients with 6,467 immunizations
administered. The Sandusky County Health Department participates in:
•
•
•
•

Vaccine for Children Program, provided by the Ohio Department of Health
The statewide immunization registry IMPACT SIIS
The Immunization Action Plan Grant which allows nurses to assess immunization rates and provide
education on immunizations to local healthcare providers
Works with local providers to prevent the spread of vaccine-preventable diseases and improve
immunization rates for the county

IMMUNIZATION CLINIC SCHEDULE
Fremont

2000 Countryside Drive

Clyde

206 S. Main Street

Monday- Friday: 8:00am-4:00pm
LATE NIGHT CLINIC- Every Thursday until 6:00
3rd Wed. every month: 9:00am-3:00pm

Gibsonburg

317 E. Madison Street

2nd Wed. every month: 9:00am-3:00pm

March 2018
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Flu Clinic
In 2017 a total of 812 flu vaccines were administered to infants > 6 months old, children, adolescents,
men, women and the elderly. Five separate flu clinics were offered at the health department, as well as
the additional opportunity for clients to walk-in Monday thru Friday and get a vaccine. To increase
access to the flu vaccine, the health department partnered with area churches and small businesses.
A total of 10 additional flu clinics were offered outside of the health department. Clinics were offered
not only after hours, but on weekends as well. These clinics were successful and will continue next flu
season.
Count
Clinic
509

Sandusky County Health Department

68

Private Business

41

St. Joseph Parish Hall

24

First United Church of Christ

30

Clyde Senior Center

42

Sacred Heart Church

19

Terra State Community College

18

Faith United Methodist Church

30

Trinity United Methodist Church

12

Woodville Fire Department

19

Clyde Christian Church

812

TOTAL

Communicable Disease
Ohio Revised Code requires that certain diseases of public health concern be reported to the local
health department. These reports are used to protect the public’s health by quickly identifying
outbreaks, tracking disease numbers and trends, and offering a snapshot of the community’s health.
Examples of some of the illnesses spread person-to-person include mumps, whooping cough, and
chicken pox. This list also includes food related illnesses from organisms like Salmonella and E. coli. Health
department personnel investigate and follow up on all reports of communicable diseases in an effort to
prevent the spread of those diseases. In 2017, 173 individual reports for 23 diseases or conditions were
received and investigated. Additionally, three community disease outbreaks were investigated and
resolved.
The most common conditions reported among Sandusky County residents in 2017 (excluding chlamydia
and gonorrhea) are shown below:

March 2018

Reportable condition

Reported Cases

Hepatitis C

57

Influenza-associated hospitalizations

45

Campylobacteriosis

10

Lyme disease

9

SCHD Annual Report 2017

13
Pediatric Cardiac Clinic
The Sandusky County Health Department works together with ProMedica Memorial Hospital and
Pediatric Cardiologist Dr. William Suarez to provide a Pediatric Cardiology Clinic on the 2 nd Tuesday of
every month. The clinic is held at ProMedica Memorial Hospital and has provided care to 1,881 children
from Sandusky and surrounding counties since it first began in 1986. A Public Health nurse from the health
department attends the monthly clinic to provide Bureau for Children with Medical Handicaps (BCMH)
assistance and ongoing case management for families. BCMH is a program through the Ohio
Department of Health that links families of children with special health care needs to a network of quality
provider. This program also helps families obtain payment for these necessary service

2017 Cardiac Clinic Statistics
Total
Clinics
12

New
Clients
34

Returnees

No-Show

Cancelations

103

15

3

Total Number of
visits since 1986
4,553

Counties Served:
Sandusky

Seneca

Ottawa

Huron

Franklin

Wood

Hancock

Out of
State

Total

96

20

7

2

1

1

3

2

137

Child Fatality Review Board (CFR)
The Sandusky County Child Fatality Board meets to decrease the incidence of preventable deaths in
children less than 18 years of age. This is done by doing all the following:
• Promoting cooperation, collaboration and communication between all groups, professions,
agencies, or entities that serve families and children
• Maintaining a comprehensive database of all child deaths that occur in the county or region by
the CFR board in order to develop an understanding of the causes and incidences of those
deaths
• Recommending and developing plans for implementing local service and program changes to
the groups, professions, agencies or entities that serve families and children that might prevent
child deaths
• Advising the Ohio Department of Health of aggregate data, trends, and patterns concerning
child deaths

March 2018
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Maternal Health and Infant Coalition
The Maternal Health and Infant Mortality Coalition was established in 2015 to improve maternal health,
birth outcomes and reduce infant mortality in Sandusky County. The work of this Coalition has made an
impact in reducing infant deaths in Sandusky County. Coalition members include:
• Sandusky County Health Department
• ProMedica Memorial Hospital
• Bellevue Hospital
• NOMS Healthcare
• Community Health Services
• Help Me Grow
• Department of Jobs and Family Services
• Family and Child First Council
• Mental Health and Recovery Services of Seneca, Sandusky and Wyandot County
This coalition of community members examine risks, health disparities, barriers to care, education, health
programs.

Maternal Child and Health Program
The Maternal Child and Health Program, formally known as the Child and Family Health Services (CFHS)
Program, has been providing support services for the Sandusky County Health Department by identifying
health needs, service gaps, and barriers to care for families. The objectives of the Maternal and Child
Health Program are to eliminate health disparities, improve birth outcomes, and improve the health
status of Ohio women, infants, children, youth and families through a life course approach. 2017 goals
of the Maternal and Child Health Program were:
1. Conduct a comprehensive nutrition/physical activity community needs assessment to identify
the nutrition/physical activity needs and gaps within your community.
2. Work with facilities/schools to increase nutrition education and/or physical activity
3. Implement local infrastructure changes to reduce infant sleep-related deaths
4. Ensure infants have a safe sleep environment by implementing the Cribs for Kids program
These goals continue to be addressed by the Public Health Nurses. The nurses have worked with the
community, hospitals, physicians and area care givers, families, stake holders, and schools.
Through the partnership of Creating Healthy Communities, the Public Health Nurses conducted a
community needs assessment of the county to identify the nutrition and physical needs and gaps with
their community. The biggest barriers to eating healthy were the expense of foods and the lack of time
to prepare meals. Physical activity barriers are; lack of motivation, lack of education, parent’s do not
involve themselves in routine physical activities, therefore, kids are not being taught the importance of
how to live and manage a healthy life-style.
The health department organized childhood obesity by increasing nutrition education. The Veggie U
curriculum was provided by the health department to 15 different classrooms throughout the schools in
Sandusky County. Veggie U is an evidence-based program dedicated to increasing children’s
awareness of healthy food options, and teaching them how real food reaches their plate. In Sandusky
County there were 320 students who completed the Veggie U curriculum in their schools.
The Public Health Nurses collaborated with outside organizations and facilities to train and educate
them on safe sleep policies and practices, and to assist them with implementing infant safe sleep policy
changes. In 2017 a total of 58 cribs were distributed to Sandusky County families to ensure their babies
were provided a safe sleep environment.
March 2018
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Emergency Preparedness
A public health emergency is any event or situation demanding immediate action on the part of the
public health system in order to prevent disease and injury or maintain public health within the
community. Emergencies can be natural or man-made. The Sandusky County Health Department
creates and maintains plans for all types of emergencies, and works closely with the Sandusky County
Emergency Management Agency, the Red Cross, hospitals, law enforcement, and other local and
regional partners. The Sandusky County Healthcare Coalition and Sandusky County Local Emergency
Planning Committee are two preparedness groups that the health department participates in.
Training and exercises are a large part of the health department’s emergency preparedness program.
Each year, the health department holds a mass flu vaccination clinic, which assists in maintaining
preparedness for events that could require providing pharmaceuticals to a large number of county
residents. The health department conducted and participated in multiple exercises in 2017 that focused
on Zika virus response, mass prophylaxis, hazardous materials, and radiation response. Health
department staff attended trainings on a wide variety of topics, including radiation, biological incident
response, emergency information management, infectious disease outbreaks, and biostatistics. Health
department staff also provided trainings on infectious diseases for community groups.

Reproductive Health and Wellness Program
The Reproductive Health and Wellness Program provides
contraceptive options, pregnancy testing, preconception care,
STD testing and treatment, screenings for breast and cervical
cancer, free and confidential HIV testing and reproduction
education. Contraceptive options include, but are not limited to;
oral contraceptives, long acting reproductive contraceptives
(LARC) and hormonal injections. We have clinics in both the
Sandusky County and Seneca County Health Departments and
offer after hour clinics every Thursday in Fremont. Services are
available to both woman and men.

2017 Statistics
Communicable
Disease
Gonorrhea
Chlamydia
Syphilis
HIV

Fremont
Tiffin

March 2018

Reported
Cases
53
227
3
5

Reproductive Health & Wellness Clinic Schedule
Tuesday & Wednesday 8:00a-4:30p
2000 Countryside Drive
Thursday
8:00a – 6:00p
Friday
8:00a – 2:00p
71 South Washington Street Suite 2
Monday
9:00a -3:30p
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Screening, Brief Intervention, and Referral to Treatment (SBIRT)
Screening, Brief Intervention, and Referral to Treatment (SBIRT) is an evidence-based practice used to
identify, reduce, and prevent problematic use, abuse, and dependence on alcohol and illicit drugs.
Fireland’s Regional Medical Center, Counseling and Recovery Services offers free SBIRT services
through a screener to the Sandusky County Health Department on Wednesday and Thursday. This
service is provided in the WIC and Family Planning clinics, and any clients served through our public
health nursing services. In 2017, SBIRT saw a total of 372 clients. 49.2 % (183) of the clients were flagged
for further review with the SBIRT screener.
Screening: Universal screening for alcohol, and other drug, and depression are incorporated
into the routine patient visit and integrated as standard of care. Screening is done through interviews
and patient self-reporting validated screening tool. For patients who report concerns regarding
alcohol or other drug use and/or mental health issues, one of three follow up services can be
provided.
Brief Intervention: A Brief Intervention is an educational session provided to motivate patients to
change patterns of drug/alcohol use in order to avoid health consequences in the future.
Brief Treatment/Therapy: The screener provides a series of brief sessions in an effort to help the
patient see the risks associated with drug/alcohol use and motivate behavior change to reduce these
behaviors.
Referral to Treatment: Patients who report more serious concerns on the screening tools are
referred to formal treatment services. Counseling and Recovery Services will work with the patient and
family to help facilitate these referrals.

Women, Infants, and Children (WIC)
The Women, Infants, and Children Program (WIC) of
Sandusky County is a nutrition program that provides
nutrition education, breastfeeding education and support;
supplemental, highly nutritious foods, and iron-fortified infant
formula to promote good health for pregnant women,
women who just had a baby, breastfeeding women, infants
and children up to age 5. In 2017, our WIC staff served 651
new participants in Sandusky County. The average
caseload per month was 1,078 participants. A total of 1,858 participants were referred to prenatal and
pediatric health care or other maternal and child health and human service programs. An average of
31% of postpartum women on the WIC program, either exclusively or partially breastfed their babies.
This year we welcomed our newest Breastfeeding Peer Helper, Angela Herrera, to our staff!
Breastfeeding Peer Helpers are women who have been on WIC and have personal breastfeeding
experience. They give mother-to-mother information and support to our participant, which helps
mothers reach their breastfeeding goals. Peer Helpers connect with families via phone or texting, to help
with common concerns, and give encouragement.
After a week of intense breastfeeding and lactation education and training in November, Kate Brinker,
DTR, WIC Health Professional, earned her Certified Lactation Counselor (CLC) credentials! Kate joins the
WIC Director and WIC Breastfeeding Coordinator with these credentials, making it three Certified
Lactation Counselor’s on staff full time! They provide expert help and support daily, to breastfeeding
mothers and pregnant women with breastfeeding questions.
If you or someone you know would benefit from the WIC program, please call our office directly, at 419334-6363. We’d be glad to help!
March 2018
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Help Me Grow
The Ohio Early Childhood Programs for Ohio’s expectant
parents, newborns, infants and toddlers up to the age of
3 years. An integral part of Ohio’s prenatal to age three
system supports; the services equip parents with the
means to help their child acquire the early building blocks
necessary for long term success. These initial
achievements last a lifetime, as scientific evidence
strongly suggests that a child’s success is significantly determined by the quality of nurturing in the first
three years of life. In 2017, Sandusky County Ohio Early Childhood Program received 280 referrals and
1012 home visits were made to families who reside in Sandusky County.

Moms Quit For Two
Smoking during pregnancy remains one of the most common preventable causes on infant mortality.
Smoking cigarettes during pregnancy had been identified as one of the most significant factors
contributing to poor pregnancy outcomes including miscarriage, premature delivery, stillbirth and low
birth weights. Women who quit before or during pregnancy can reduce or eliminate these risks. Infants
are uniquely vulnerable to the hazards of smoke exposure. The Moms Quit for Two Program is part of a
larger effort to promote smoking cessation and reduce second hand smoke exposure among Ohio’s
most vulnerable population. Moms Quit for Two expands the reach of a smoking cessation program
among pregnant and postpartum women who smoke. Women who quit smoking reduce the risk of
having premature or low birth weight babies. This program combines evidence-based smoking
cessation strategies with practical incentives while monitoring
success. Between prenatal and postpartum women, the health
department conducted 94 smoking cessation sessions in 2017.
The Sandusky County Health Department will conduct 4
individual prenatal smoking cessation sessions (10 minutes each)
and will test each participant using a carbon monoxide (CO)
test at each session. After the baby is born, the participant will
receive 12 individual, monthly, smoking cessation sessions with a
CO monitor. If the participant remains tobacco free, she
receives a $25 diaper voucher each month up to 12 months
postpartum. By working with pregnant and postpartum moms
the Sandusky County Health Department strives to improve
pregnancy outcomes for both the baby and mom. To enroll in
this program, you must be pregnant and receive 4 individual
prenatal smoking cessation sessions prior to the baby’s birth.
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Environmental Health
For 2017, the Environmental Division maintained a
staff of 5 registered sanitarians and one clerical
position. Leah Binsack is the newest addition to our
staff and she is currently working in the food service
program. Two educational classes were provided
for household
sewage treatment
system
contractors and two level 2 food certification
courses were provided for risk level 3 & 4 food operators.
Through financial grants from the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA), the Sandusky County
Health Department continued to aid county residents with the
repair or replacement of failing household sewage treatment
systems. In 2017, grant monies were used to repair/replace 6
sewage systems and 6 properties had soil evaluations and site
design reviews completed and are now under contract for the
system installations to begin when the weather breaks. For 2018,
the OEPA awarded Sandusky County $200,000 in grant money to
be used through November of 2019 for the continued repair or
replacement of failing sewage treatment systems. Contact the
office at 419-334-6373 for information if you have a failing household sewage system.
The staff has continued to improve accountability for the time spent in the 28 different programs we
cover. As per Ohio Administrative Code, the Health Department cannot generate income through
license and registration fees, but can only cover the cost to administer the program. 7 of the 28 programs
are mandated, but no funding is available to support the work that must be completed. These programs
include rabies control, solid waste inspections, housing nuisance complaints, school building safety
inspections, deed transfer property inspections, emergency preparedness & response to community
disasters, and disease investigations.
Among our many duties, inspections were completed for:
Number of Facilities
299

Types of Facilities

Food service operations/retail food establishments
Mobile units, temporary food stands, and vending
127
locations
28
Public pools, spas, and bathing beaches
12
Campgrounds and temporary camps
25
**Schools
8
Body art facilities
244
Private water permits and samples
Sewage system applications, permits, and
88
contractor registration
48
Site Evaluations and sewage system design reviews
**Animal bite/Rabies Control Investigations
**Solid waste/Nuisance inspections/compost sites
** indicates unfunded program
March 2018

Number of Inspections
Completed
861
98
68
23
25
9
244
49
48
94
194
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Routine inspections of licensed facilities take approximately 1
hour minimum, (longer for higher risk level facilities); this does not
include travel time, phone call follow-ups, customer education,
proper documentation, and data entry. The Animal Bite/Rabies
Control and Solid Waste/Nuisance inspection programs are the
most time consuming. With tracking down animals & their
owners, explaining the quarantine procedure, following up on
the veterinarian’s report, and keeping the bite victim informed, this program requires a lot of time and
documentation. The program is designed to prevent the spread of rabies and ensure the health of a
bite victim. In the solid waste/nuisance program, individuals must be contacted for inspection
appointments, inspections conducted, education provided & corrective actions ordered, follow-up
inspections to ensure compliance with the orders, Board of Health orders or court documents may have
to be filed with court appearances conducted, additional inspections, and hopefully ending with a
resolution to the issue.
This division is dedicated to ensuring that education and enforcement go hand in hand to prevent future
issues from arising and to protect the environment and public health of our community. In accordance
with the State of Ohio Sunshine Law, regulations currently under statewide review by the Ohio
Department of Health include Public Swimming Pools, Body Art, and Private Water Systems.

Health Planning and Education
The Health Planning and Education Division strives to
engage and empower individuals, family and the
community to make positive changes towards a healthy
and active lifestyle. Division goals are driven by the
Community Health Improvement Plan priorities and
strategies selected through a network of collaborative
partnerships. Funding for programming comes from a
variety of sources including state and federal grants, program allocations, and local levy dollars.
Much of the work of the division is focused on health promotion, prevention activities and population
level change; the health educators also facilitate and hosts of many community trainings, events,
presentations and collaborative meetings. In implementing the comprehensive prevention
programming, the Health Planning and Education Division uses a variety of strategies including the six
strategies listed below.
2017 Health Education Numbers Served

March 2018

Adults

4,767

Youth

5,613

Community Based Process

67

Environmental Strategy

8

Information Dissemination

24

Education

13

Alternative Activities

2

Problem ID and Referral

0
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Substance Abuse Prevention
MISSION: The Prevention Partnership Coalition builds a healthier community
by preventing and reducing substance abuse in Sandusky County.
The Prevention Partnership Coalition (PPC) Members recognize that largescale change requires broad cross-sector collaboration and coordination.
As an organization that specializes in the connecting members and providing community outreach, the
PPC has become an essential resource for local organizations seeking to work together reduce
substance abuse and other risking behaviors while improving overall community wellness. PPC funding
comes from the Ohio Mental Health and Addiction Services and local Mental Health and Recovery
Service’s levy dollars. Additional funds are leveraged from other grants, local agencies, and other
organizations.
Major Accomplishments in 2017:
• Over 90 community leaders, including elected officials and youth, attended the Not About Us,
Without Us Youth Summit. The goal was to share current youth health related data with local high
school students, seek their input on local conditions (including gaps) and collect ideas on how
to effectively implement strategies that will reduce substance abuse and other risky behaviors.
This information will be used to guide prevention efforts over the next several years.
• More than 10,000 napkins were handed out during the Parents Who Host, Lose the Most: Don’t
be a party to teenage drinking campaign to promote safe and healthy driving habits.
• 77 employees of alcohol and tobacco permit holders in Sandusky County attended an Alcohol
Server

Naloxone Distribution
Through an allocation by the Ohio Mental Health and Addiction Services, the
Sandusky County Health Department was able to provide over 100 doses of
Naloxone to area first responders in 2017. Participating first responders included:
Sandusky County EMS, Sheriff’s Office, Bellevue, Clyde, Fremont, Green Springs
police departments and the Sandusky County Drug Task Force. With the rising
numbers of opiate overdoses, it would be best to stop opiate addiction before it
starts, this medication has saved thousands of lives by reversing the effects of an
overdose.

Medication Take Back Boxes
Prescription drug abuse and heroin use is on the rise across the nation, and our county is not immune
from this issue; locally, claiming the lives of over 50 county residents in the past four years. The Prevention
Partnership Coalition was instrumental in placing six permanent drop locations for unwanted, unused,
and expired medications throughout the county for the safety and well-being of community members.
In addition, two times a year, letters and materials on the awareness of safe and proper ways to dispose
of medication was mailed to physicians, pharmacies, human resources, churches, realtors, and more.
Medication Drop Box Locations:
Bellevue Police Department
Clyde Police Department
Fremont Police Department
Gibsonburg Police Department
Sandusky County Sheriff’s Office
Woodville Police Department
March 2018
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Gambling Prevention
In 2017, the Prevention partnership was awarded $15,000 from the Mental Health
and Recovery Services Board of Seneca, Sandusky and Wyandot Counties to
target Gambling Prevention. The Prevention Partnership Coalition’s successful
approach and extensive knowledge of gauging Community Readiness, the
Strategic Prevention Framework (SPF), and Community Engagement have led to
changing community conditions and measurable outcomes in reducing alcohol
and tobacco rates. These successes in the substance abuse prevention field have
prepared our coalition partners to extend our efforts into other prevention areas, such as gambling
prevention.
• In 2017 SCHD completed a Community Readiness Assessment (CRA) project consisting of look
at Sandusky County gambling data.
• SCHD Participated in learning community meetings to increase knowledge, skills, and attitudes
around utilizing a data-driven approach to select a problem of practice, conducting a
community readiness assessment, and developing a plan for increasing your community’s
readiness around the selected problem of practice.
• SCHD completed selecting a problem of practice, conducted community assessment interviews
and developed a plan for increasing our communities’ readiness for change.

Safe Communities
Safe Communities is a program under the Ohio Department of Public Safety. Safe Communities receives
funding from the Ohio Department of Public Safety and the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration. Sandusky County HD received $35,000 in 2017. The goal of this program is to work with
local groups and law enforcement to reduce traffic fatalities and focus on seven initiatives that serve to
advance projects in specific traffic safety areas. Initiatives include:
• Traffic Fatalities- all fatal crashes occurring in Sandusky County are reviewed. Countermeasure
recommendations are developed to prevent future crashes of a similar manner.
• Impaired Driving- works to prevent motorists from driving distracted or alcohol impaired through
innovative programs, awareness campaigns, education and enforcement.
•

Motorcycle Safety- increase awareness of motorcycle safety issues among motorcyclists and
general motorists through education, awareness campaigns, and promotion.

•

Seat belt use- to increase seat belt use in Sandusky County from 92% to 94% through education
and enforcement.

March 2018
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Creating Healthy Communities Program
Creating Healthy Communities (CHC) is committed to preventing and reducing
chronic disease statewide. Through cross-sector collaboration, we are
activating communities to improve access to and affordability of healthy
food, increase opportunities for physical activity, and assure tobacco-free
living where Ohioans live, work and play. By implementing sustainable
evidence-based strategies CHC is creating a culture of health. CHC funding
comes from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Preventive
Health and Health Services Block Grant, administered by the Ohio Department of
Health. Additional funds are leveraged from other grants, agencies, and organizations.
Major Accomplishments in 2017:
• 1 Smoke Free Multi-Unit Housing Policy impacting 42 housing units and more than 160 residents.
• 1 Countywide Bike/Ped Master Transportation Plan
• 2 Open Street Events, supported by 1 Active Transportation Campaign
• 2 Repaired Parks and Playgrounds
• 1 Updated/Improved School District Wellness Policy

PAX Good Behavior Game
PAX Good Behavior Game is an evidence-based preventative intervention that teaches students selfregulation, self-management, and self-control. Utilizing this tool in classrooms has proven to decrease
negative behaviors and increase classroom instruction time. PAX has also shown to decrease the
number of youth who use alcohol and tobacco, and decrease the number of youth who report suicidal
thoughts or ideations.
As of December 2017:
• There have been 71 Sandusky County Teachers and 5 PAX Partners trained in the PAX Good
Behavior Game.
• There is a growing interest and requests from all Sandusky County Schools to send more teachers
to the training.
• New partnerships are being established in all Sandusky County elementary schools including
Bishop Hoffman Sacred Heart.

Community Cessation Initiative (CCI)
In 2017, the Sandusky County Health Department received funding to support Tobacco Cessation
Services. The Community Cessation Imitative (CCI) is funded with a grant through the Ohio Department
of Health. The Health Department will be organizing a provider network of physicians and community
agencies that offer tobacco cessation; and will then become the central referral point for the county
for those seeking cessation services. We will do our best to ensure insurance coverage and help with
costs for those not covered. Community member will be able to choose from group, individual, and
online counseling services. Nicotine Replacement Therapy (NRT) will also be “covered”.
2017 accomplishments:
August 2017 grant applied for
September 2017 grant awarded
November 2017 kickoff meeting
March 2018
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Sandusky County Fair
Health Department has its own tent at the Sandusky
County Fair. It is a great place to be able to talk to and
answer any questions residents may have about Health
Dept services. This year in addition to information about
services the Health Dept provides we had an interactive
information display for Parents and Adults entitled:
“Hidden in Plain Site” In which you will learn through a recreated teenager's room in which various drug related
items may be stashed or hidden. This program may
surprise you of what may be going on at home, right
under your nose. The display helped to raise
awareness on where kids may hide drugs in your home,
or use various household items as drug paraphernalia.
This information will help parents raise topics of discussion
with their teens regarding the harmful effects of
substance use.

Worksite Wellness Committee
MISSION: The Worksite Wellness Committee will work to provide opportunities for employees to develop
healthier lifestyles by supporting the adoption of habits and attitudes that contribute to their positive
well-being.
The Worksite Wellness Committee is made up employees who are enthusiastic about integrating
wellness into the culture of the workplace. The committee meets bi-monthly to build, plan, and evaluate
health and wellness initiatives offered to all health department employees. Funding for employee
wellness incentives is provided through the department’s Aetna Wellness Fund. In 2017, the committee
developed nutritional guidelines for food and beverages offered at the new employee snack station.
The new food and beverage policy led there to be a 15.5% increase in satisfaction of eating habits
among health department employees. Other health and wellness activities initiated by the committee
include:
• lunch and learn sessions
• a wellness kick-off lunch
• water drinking challenges
• a lunch break walking challenge
• onsite fitness equipment

March 2018

SCHD Annual Report 2017

24
Public Health on the Move 2017 in Review
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