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‘COLOSSAL SAVIOR!’ 

(The Glories of Our Great God & Savior) 
Studies in Colossians 

 

‘How to Make a Saint’ 
The second of the 10 Commandments clearly forbids making, having, or using any form of statue or 

image in any part of one’s life or possessions (Exodus 20:4-6, Deuteronomy 5:8-10). Roman 

Catholic teachings are self-contradictory by leaving these texts in their Bibles but purposely omitting 

Law #2 on all church signs and deleting it from their CCD catechism materials used in confirmation 

of their children. This is a serious sin against God and His Word (Deuteronomy 12:32, Proverbs 

30:6, Revelation 22:18-19) which has been “forever established in heaven” (Psalm 119:89).   Also, 

it does irreparable damage to the spiritual life and soul of the one who uses material images to try to 

connect with God or a deceased person the image reflects.  

 

Through the prophet Isaiah, God tauntingly jests at the absurdity of trying to make holy things out of 

‘a block of wood’ (44:19) (stone, plaster, etc.) (Isaiah 44:9-20). God uses words like ‘useless’ (9), 

‘abomination’ (19), ‘lie’ (20) describing the idiocy of taking a piece of dead wood, painting it to look 

like some person, and then praying to a thing that can’t see, hear, feel, think or in any way help the 

poor soul talking to it (vs. 13-19). Regardless of the verbal evasion Catholics and other religions who 

use images and relics, etc. to justify their disobedience, God says they are in eternal peril and have no 

excuse to present on judgment day – “A deceived heart has turned him aside, and he cannot deliver 

his soul…” (Isaiah 44:20). But like any bad habit such as smoking, idolatry doesn’t kill you 

immediately – it kills you slowly and gradually from the inside, out. 

 

Psalms 115:3-8 and 135:15-18 concur that idolatry in any form is hazardous to your spiritual and 

eternal health. In both these Psalms God declares: “Those who make them (religious objects) are 

like them; so is everyone who trusts in them”. Most people don’t understand that the things you do 

over and over and over shape your heart, mind, and soul into who you really are deep down inside. 

Statues of saints for instance have painted on eyes, ears, mouths, and noses, but they have no 

capacity to see, hear, speak, or smell because they are ‘dead wood’ beneath all the pretty paint and 

varnish. Over time the saint carver or the one who genuflects before the carved saint starts to 

become like that inanimate thing – imperceptive to the living Word of God, insensitive to the Holy 

Spirit, and like the image, hard-hearted inside toward the truth about God, salvation, eternal life, and 

their own desperate spiritual condition.  

 

This also happens to people who may not bow to statues, but covet money, material possessions, 

lusts of their flesh, personal fame, or themselves a little too much (Ephesians 5:5-7). Making 

anything and putting it between you and God for any reason is idolatry and will cost you your eternal 

soul. The Lord Jesus Christ is the ‘one Mediator between God and man’ (1 Timothy 2:5) – anything 

else in between is ‘a usurper’ and ‘deceiver’. 

 

The only Scriptural way to make saints saintly is through the art of praying for them. Saints are 

living, breathing, born again believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, but at salvation we come to faith in 

the rough. And similar to the block of wood or marble, the potential image of Christ in us must be 

cut, carved, filed, and sanded (2 Corinthians 3:8, 5:17; 2 Peter 1:5-11). God the Holy Spirit is the 

Master Sculptor Who chips away the old life and sinful ways from us, so the image of Christ can be 

clearly seen in us. And as we change into His likeness, we also serve as His assistants, praying for 

the spiritual development of our brethren into His image (Philippians 1:3-6).  

 



 

 

Colossians 1:3-8 taught us that we help each other grow in grace by graciously complimenting all 

the positive changes the Holy Spirit is doing. Now in Colossians 1:9-14, we learn that our prayers 

are extremely powerful in helping understand God’s will in our daily life. God the Holy Spirit is 

shaping us into living, breathing, moving saints if we really are Christians. Saints aren’t for praying 

to or through, but rather saints are for Christ to reside in and minister through.  

 

Prayer for one another is the spiritual paint God uses to create expression and countenance in each 

Christian’s life. The Holy Spirit is the divine Artist doing the eternal art work, and as we give Him 

prayers He brushes the very image of Jesus Christ into our character and countenance as requested. 

Like a beautician’s assistant, we hand the Lord our prayers for ourselves and fellow saints that He 

may take those requests and ‘conform us to the image of His Son’, Jesus Christ (Romans 8:29).  PtL 
            

 

Saint-Making (Part 2) 
(Prayer-shaping disciples of Christ) 

 

Wise in God’s Will (9) 

“For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled 

with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding…” 

 Compare this prayer with Ephesians 1:15-18. What will an answer from God look like? 

 What sort of situations or decisions will greatly benefit from this sort of prayer?    

 Why must answers to this prayer need to be spiritually wise and biblical? (James 3:16-18) 

 

 

Worthiness in ‘Walk’ (10a) 

“…that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in 

the knowledge of God…” 

 Discuss what a ‘worthy walk’ look like (conduct, speech, associations). Why does it matter? 

 Fruitfulness in the Christian life makes one ‘fully pleasing unto God’ and ‘increases knowledge 

of God’. Does this mean that fruitless brethren without a worthy walk can’t please God or be 

capable of growing in knowledge of God? (Why?) 

 

 

Works of Fruitfulness (10b-11) 

“…being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all might, 

according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy…” 
Compare this verse with Ephesians 3:16-19. Discuss the similarities and differences.  

 Talk about the kinds of situations where this kind of praying will be most important and ‘why’? 

(discouraged believers, backslidden brethren, those in ministry, etc.)  

 How can you tell if this prayer is being answered in your life or others?   

 

              

Wonderment of Forgiveness (12-14) 

“…giving thanks to the Father Who has qualified us to be partakers of inheritance of the saints in the light. He 

has delivered US from the power of darkness and conveyed US into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in Whom 

WE have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.” 

 These verses seem to highlight the inspiring influence that our prayers can have upon others.   

Talk about how prayer for each other’s spiritual growth deepens our love and appreciation for 

God, His Word and His salvation. 

 Discuss how prayer keeps great spiritual truths from becoming mere theological knowledge. 

 


