
Christ’s Bible Fellowship     Friday, October 6th, 2017    Christian Marriage Study Guide #3 

‘SAFE AT HOME’ 
(God’s Blue-Print for Biblical Christian Homes) 

Studies in Colossians 3:18-21 

‘Christian Marriage: A Mysterious Miracle’ 
“…This is a great mystery, but I (Paul) speak concerning Christ and the Church…” 

Ephesians 5:31-33 
At the start of weddings here, I always take a few minutes welcoming guests and setting the stage for the 
wedding ceremony to come. Most say they find it interesting to learn the special meanings of the various 
symbolic components of the wedding ceremony. Modern day secular society likes to copy the traditional 
wedding pageantry but purposely omit the Christian symbolism permeating all aspects of the wedding. 
The whole ceremony is actually a beautiful picture of the way God brings people who have fallen in love 
with His Son, Jesus, into a loving, permanent, intimate, and personal relationship with Him! In fact 
Groom is what Christ is called in Scripture, and bride is the title used in Scripture referring to all born 
again believers collectively (John 3:29, Revelation 19:7-9).  

The regal white gown worn by a bride represents the holy robe of righteousness God sees us in once 
we’ve trusted Christ’s work on the cross to cleanse away our sin (Revelation 3:5, 7:14). The white aisle 
runner affirms that this is holy ground where sacred vows are being exchanged before God (Romans 
10:9-13). When the bride’s father walks her down the aisle and gives her away to the groom, it pictures 
John 6:37-44 where God the Father personally brings the elect believer to Jesus for eternal salvation. The 
climax of the ceremony is when the couple officially becomes one in the reciting of vows and saying ‘I 
do!’ as a verbal signature with God to what they have just promised to do as long as they both shall live.  
The cross is a beautiful picture of the Lord’s ‘I do!’  With arms wide open, He is ready to embrace anyone 
meeting Him at the altar of Calvary for salvation.  

Similarly, it’s an awesome part of a wedding when the bride lovingly looks at her groom, echoing back to 
him, ‘I do!’. This perfectly symbolizes the moment a person wanting to belong to Christ says in prayer to 
Him, ‘I do, receive you as Savior and Lord’! A wonderful privilege then awaits me, as officiating 
pastor, at the end of each wedding ceremony when I get to announce the couple as husband and wife in 
Christ and introduce them to the witnessing audience as ‘Mr. & Mrs. (his last name)’! The bride still is 
who she is, but as her new last name indicates, her marital identity and purpose are now wrapped up in 
her husband, who is the spiritual head of their marriage and home, in God’s sight.  

In the same way, a new believer is called Christian (one who now belongs to Christ) receiving the official 
name of the One in Whom his or her life is now identified. A wedding service is replete with symbolic 
meaning and pictures something far bigger than just the couple’s romantic union with one another in 
Christ; it pictures the relationship one has with Christ in salvation. 

The symbolism of a wedding ceremony is beautiful, meaningful, and easy to be understood. Then why is 
it called a mystery? In weddings I officiate, I tell people that they are going to witness a miracle in the 
ceremony that can’t be seen with our eyes, but, like everything in Christianity, must be believed by faith. 
Two lives will become one in God’s sight. Although those in attendance still see the same two people at 
the end that they saw at the start, there is mysteriously just one. At the point when couple says ‘I do’ to 
each other, that is the instant when God miraculously merges them into one new life in Christ.  

A mystery happens in that moment that mysteriously continues throughout their life together. God 
continues to merge and blend every part of them, spirit, soul and body, into what was intended in the 
Garden of Eden, the image of God. Christian marriage is an ongoing miracle of God that gradually over 
time, brings out the best in one another while dissolving the rest in grace. God’s power to do this in 
Christian marriages between two imperfect believers, is the mysterious marriage miracle which continues 
until we arrive in heaven.  



There we will know each other and probably have special fondness for the one God used to help us 
become the image of God in Christ. But there is no need for marriage in heaven (Luke 20:34-36). In our 
perfect, glorified resurrection bodies, we will no longer need a human helper as we did during our earthly 
lives (1 John 2:28-3:3). But, we aren’t there yet and while we’re still here, unless God calls us to serve as 
a single, we need somebody to help us grow in grace, serve the Lord, and enjoy our earthly days. 
Marriages aren’t made in heaven, as some say, but if you just wait for God to bring the one He knows is 
just right for you, you’ll be eternally glad you did. Whoever it is God has for you will help you experience 
a little bit of heaven on earth for as long as you both shall live.  PtL 
     

God, the Wedding Planner 
(God’s Plan for ‘A Happy Home’ He Will Bless) 

“And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the Name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through Him. Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and 
do not be bitter toward them.” Colossians 3:17-19 

A Word to The Wives 
(Apostle Peter (a married man/ 1 Corinthians 9:5) speaks from experience) 

1 Peter 3:1-6 
“Wives, likewise (reference to previous passage 2:21-25), be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do 
not obey the Word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives, when they observe your chaste 
conduct accompanied by fear (respect/ Ephesians 5:33)…. (don’t just focus on outward beauty) … rather let it be 
the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in 
the sight of God. 
For in this manner, in former times, the holy women who trusted God also adorned themselves, being submissive to 
their own husbands, as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters you are if you do good and are 
not afraid with any terror (like Sarah, full of faith, believing God to guard and bless you).” 
• Discuss the word submission (what it means and doesn’t mean). Why is this hard for some ladies? 
• Winning a husband back to being a godly man and husband without saying anything doesn’t sound like 

it will work. Talk about this ‘silent witness’ approach and why it does work with men. 
• Talk about ‘putting on’ the hidden person of the heart with the spiritual make-up of gentleness and 

quietness. How do you do this? Who are you to do it for? How does this teach submission? 
• Is this saying that outward appearance doesn’t matter? (Why both inner and outer grace important?) 
• Talk about why Sarah’s relationship to Abraham when he wasn’t at his best is the model for women. 

A Word to Husbands 
(Apostle Peter (with insight from Mrs. Peter(?) speaks from experience) 

1 Peter 3:7 
“Husbands, likewise, dwell with them (your own wives) with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the 
weaker vessel (more fragile emotionally), and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not 
be hindered.” 
• Perhaps Peter’s wife helped him with this part:) Why do you think that husbands are not told to love 

their wives in this passage as they are in Ephesians 5:25-29 and Colossians 3:19? 
• If mutual submission is the point here for both the wife and the husband (implied by the word  

‘likewise’), how can a husband be head of the home and submissive, too? (What example of Jesus being 
like this for His followers illustrates this?) 

• Define each of the words Peter uses to describe ‘loving leadership submissiveness’ of the husband: 
‘dwell with’ (?)  ‘with understanding’ (?)  ‘giving honor’ (?)  ‘weaker vessel’ (?)  ‘heirs together’ (?)  

• Discuss how obedience to God’s Word in these things will positively influence how you pray. 
• Discuss how disobedience to God’s Word in these things will negatively affect your prayers.


