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‘COLOSSAL SAVIOR!’ 
(Our Great God & Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ) 

Studies in Colossians 

 
‘A.D.S.’ 

 Underwater praise for God’s awesome watery wonderland is a pleasure enjoyed by 

millions around the world. Beyond the surface recreation opportunities are submersion 

thrills for adventurers willing to experience the deep things of God. Snorkeling is an 

enjoyable, low-risk experience for most. To the physically fit spear-fishers, skin diving 

is the only way to dive. But just a few dare to go to the deepest, darkest depths of the 

sea for a real adventure.  

 

For a scientist who wants to go deeper than a couple of hundred feet beneath the waves, the only way 

to dive, other than a submarine, is an Atmospheric Diving Suit (ADS). A robot looking submersible 

outfit that accommodates just one person is something only a few human being have ever experienced. 

A trained, skilled diver in an ADS can stay for hours at depths up to 2300 feet! Occupants don’t ever 

need to worry about a decompression problem (the suit maintains a constant normal atmospheric 

pressure). Nor is there a need for special gas mixtures as in SCUBA (self-contained underwater 

breathing apparatus); supply from a ship far above pumps air to the ADS far beneath the surface. 

While moving carefully below, the deep sea diver breathes what is being pumped from far above.  

 

Similarly, the successful disciple of the Savior is learning how to ‘put on the Lord Jesus Christ’ in 

his/her daily walk in this dark world here below, breathing heavenly air from above, being filled with 

the Holy Spirit from God (Ephesians 4:23-24, 5:18). Without ‘putting on the Lord Jesus Christ’ and 

breathing ‘the fullness of the Spirit’ in our walk in this life, believers will not last for long under the 

stress, pressure, and Spirit-devoid environment of this world.  

 

Typical, average believers will suffice to recreationally snorkel on the surface of spiritual curiosity. 

Some may even venture to go beneath the shallows, diving deeper for just a few minutes, now and 

then. And a few followers of Jesus might even invest in going even deeper in Bible study, extra church 

attendance, and occasional ministry commitment. But precious few, deeply committed Christians will 

venture to explore going deep in their relationship with Christ in their brief walk in the world (1st 

Corinthians 2:9-16). Only those willing to ‘put off’ (completely discontinue) the wrong, even ‘okay’ 

yet eternally pointless things of the old life and this world, can ‘put on’ the ‘new life’ (the lifestyle of 

Jesus) and move like Him in the world, while we’re here (Colossians 3:9b-10, Ephesians 4:21-24). 

 

For a deep-sea diver to put on the ADS, he must take off all other usual apparel in order to fit into the 

suit comfortably. He must also close the helmet mask and by faith breathe the air supply pumped to 

him from above.  

 

Likewise, Christians can walk safely and comfortably down here and experience God’s never-ending 

flow of pure grace from above, just like Jesus did when He was on earth. The Lord’s mind set was 

constantly on maintaining that vital spiritual connection with His Father above although still physically 

down here, in the world. The deeper spiritual life is exciting and highly recommended for any and all 

Christians truly yearning to experience a much deeper Christian life all their earthly days. God Himself 

is calling: “…who says he abides in Him (truly saved believers) ought to walk just as (Jesus) walked.” 

(1 John 2:5-6). Go for it! Go deeper!  PtL  



 

 

‘Best of Both Worlds’ 

(‘Walk’ in the world, with a heavenly mind-set) 
Colossians 2:20-3:4 

 

 

Dead to This World 

(Gracious detachment from temporal things of the world) 
“Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why as though living in the 

world, do you subject yourselves to regulations / “Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” which all 

concern things that perish with the using / according to the commandments and doctrines of men? These 

things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility and neglect of the 

body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.”    2:20-23 
  

• Discuss what it means to ‘die with Christ from the ways of the world’.  

o Was this hard for you when you trusted Christ as Savior?  

o What could have made it easier? 

• How do some religious groups or organizations make it harder, not easier 

to ‘die to the world and its ways? 

• How does legalistic religion actually make you more ‘worldly minded’ not 

less? 

• Talk about why religious rules, physical asceticism and secular philosophy 

don’t work in controlling our lustful flesh.  

o Why does this even matter to believers? 

• How can being ‘dead to the world’ make it a more enjoyable place for 

Christians?  
 

 

 

 

 

Alive to The Lord 

(Conscious attachment to eternal things of the Lord) 
“If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right 

hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. For you died, and your life is 

hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, Who is your life appears, then you also will appear with Him in 

glory.” 3:1-4 
  

• What are some evidences of ‘being raised with Christ’ when you become 

truly saved? 

• Discuss what ‘seeking things above’ means and how you go about actually 

doing that. 

• How do you personally ‘set your mind on things above’ instead of ‘earthly 

things’? 

• How does the ‘imminent return of Christ’ and the rapture help stay 

‘heavenly minded’? 
      


