
Christ’s Bible Fellowship Friday, June 2nd, 2017 Colossians 1 Study Guide #4 

        
‘COLOSSAL SAVIOR!’ 

(Our Great God & Savior, Jesus Christ) 
Studies in Colossians 

 

‘In the Cross-Hairs’ 
Martyrdom of Christians around the world today is at an all-time high according to recent 

statistics. To enemies of Christ, the cross, and Christians, it is always open season to target their 

frustrations and hatred toward the Lord.  Although it is a terrible reality, martyrdom of Christians 

is one of the very last prophetic signs of Christ’s imminent return (see Seal #5/ Revelation 6:9-

11). The picture of heaven just before the end of the Church Age portrays believers who have 

been killed for their faith before the altar of God, crying out for His vindication of their deaths. 

The Lord tells them to ‘wait a little bit longer’ for the souls of a few more martyrs to join them 

and for the gathering of all the rest of ‘their brethren’ (probably a reference to the rapture/ 1 

Thessalonians 4:16-18, 5:9).  

 

Then, as the Church Age concludes and the wrath of God builds (Revelation 6:12-16), 144,000 

Jewish witnesses are sealed to evangelize the world (Revelation 7:1-8), raptured believers arrive 

safely in heaven (Revelation 7:9-17), Christ begins avenging the martyrs with His wrath 

(Revelation 8/ start of the 7-year Tribulation Period - Revelation Chapters 8-19). Presently, God 

is tolerating the current persecution, hatred, and murder of His people, but open season on 

believers will close forever, when the Lord returns at His second coming (Revelation 19:11-

20:3).  

 

The question that haunts many people is why the illogical hatred of unsaved people for those 

who simply believe in, love and follow the Lord Jesus Christ?!  Illogical, yes, but there are 

reasons we are targets in the cross-hairs of unbelievers. The inborn old sin nature in every person 

is depraved and hostile toward God from conception (Psalm 51:5, Romans 3:23) and since the 

Son of God is in us and they can detect Him in us, they hate us because of His presence in us.  

 

Satan and the demons hate God and use unbelievers in the world, society and the government to 

ridicule, persecute and if possible, kill Christians just to hurt God indirectly (Ephesians 6:12-13, 

Revelation 12:10-12). Currently the world system is under the total control of Satan and any who 

allow themselves to be controlled by him (1 John 5:19). When believers refuse to conform to all 

the world’s philosophies, fashions, entertainment, etc. (Romans 12:1-2) there will be a nasty 

reaction (1 Peter 4:3-5). The enemy and all he controls didn’t stop hating the Lord Jesus just 

because He went back to heaven; today he continues to hurt God and Christ by hurting those 

who belong to Him (Acts 9:1-5). The enemy will leave believers alone only if they succumb to 

this world’s temptations and peer pressures and shut up about their faith. But if Christians live 

for Christ and speak up proudly for the gospel, trouble will come – it’s just part of the normal 

Christian life, here in enemy territory (John 16:33). 

 

There is only one brilliant strategy for anyone who is being targeted in the crosshairs of the 

enemy – keep moving!  It is very hard, for even the best of marksmen, to hit a moving target. 

Staying active in the Christian life is one of the safest, smartest things a Christian can do to stay 

out of the cross-hairs of an enemy. Of course, you’re safe during devotions, prayer, and worship 

when you are so near the Savior, but other than those times, keep on the move for God. Don’t let 

the devil and his troops use you for target practice! Serve in a church ministry, witness to lost 



people wherever you go, fellowship with really good Christian friends. Stay out of the 

crosshairs! Keep on the move for Christ all your earthly days – it’s always open season for 

serving the Lord!  PtL 
 

 

The Colossal Connection 

(The Hard Work of Replacing Religion with Relationship) 
Colossians 1:19-29 

 

Christ’s ‘Labor of Love’ for Christians 

“For it pleased the Father that in (Christ) all the fullness should dwell and by Him to reconcile all things to 

Himself by Him, whether things in earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross. 

And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled in the 

body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless and above reproach in His sight – if indeed you 

continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, 

which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.” 1:19-23 
         

 Reconciled  (spiritual connection repaired)  (1:19-20a) 

 Relieved  (peace ‘with’ & ‘of’ God restored)  (1:20b) 

 Restored  (‘image of God’ in us renovated)  (1:21-23) 
 

 Read verse 21 (see also Ephesians 4:17-19): Did you know that you were that 

seriously lost before trusting Christ as Savior? How ‘sin-sick’ did you think you were 

back them? 

 How does knowing how ‘totally depraved’ we were help you appreciate what Jesus did? 

 Read verse 22 (see also Romans 8:29): Discuss what God is trying to do to you now that 

you belong to Him? What’s the difference between ‘holy’, ‘blameless’ & ‘above 

reproach’? 

 Can you tell if He is getting it done in you? (others you know?) What can you do to make 

the job of transformation easier for Him? Are you as enthused about this project as He 

is? 

 Anything else in this passage that caught your attention? (please share what & why?) 
 

 

 

Christians’ ‘Labor of Love’ for Christ 

“I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the 

sake of His body which is the church, of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God which 

was given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God, the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from 

generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. To them God willed to make known what are the riches of 

the glory. Him we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every 

man perfect in Christ Jesus. To this end I also labor, striving according to His working that works in me 

mightily.” 1:24-29 
    

 Rejoicing in suffering  (for Him & His people)  (1:24-25a)  

 Regenerated to serve  (God’s causes in Christ)  (1:25b-27) 

 Revived to share the gospel  (witness to world)  (1:28-29)  
 

 Why does Paul consider ‘suffering’ for Christ and other Christians, a reason to rejoice? 

 Discuss other things some believers suffer and sacrifice for that have little or no eternal 

value. Talk about things you’ve done for Christ that ‘hurt’, but you’re ‘happy’ you did? 

 Why is it better to sacrifice for Christ and His Church than lesser things? 

 Read verse 27: What are the ‘riches of God’s glory’ that only Christians can know 

about? 



 How can you know more about the spiritual ‘mystery’ treasures that are ours ‘in 

Christ’? 

 Discuss the apparent connection between ‘discovering the treasures of the glories of 

Christ’ and zealous, effective witnessing and serving and living for the Lord. 


