
Christ’s Bible Fellowship Friday, September 29th, 2017      Christian Marriage Study Guide #2 

‘SAFE AT HOME!’ 
(God’s Blue Print for a Biblical Christian Home) 

Studies in Colossians 3:18-19 

‘Who’s in Charge?’ 
A happy Christian home can only exist when there is a clearly defined biblical chain of command in the 
family. Without agreement about who God has placed in charge and everyone’s agreement to accept that 
arrangement, tension, contention, strife and homeland insecurity will prevail. It’s God’s will that a truly 
Christian home have unity as there is within the Triune Godhead (John 17:20-21), with the husband (like 
the Father) responsible for the loving and reverent oversight of the rest of the family (Deuteronomy 6:1-9, 
Matthew 18:6-14, Ephesians 6:4); the wife (like the Spirit) as the husband’s loving help meet in all areas of 
their marriage and family (1 Timothy 5:4, Titus 2:3-5); and the children (like the Son) as the respectful, 
faithful offspring (Exodus 20:12, Ephesians 6:1-3, Colossians 3:20).  

The fallen condition of the world has flipped this biblical family chain of command topsy-turvy and rather 
like a pyramid teetering upside down on its point, many modern families today teeter on the precipice of 
collapse. Too many dysfunctional families exist for what the children demand. Others agonize under 
manipulative and usurping wives and/or mothers who dominate the man of the house into submitting to her. 
All too often, families at risk have been abandoned by husbands and dads who have abandoned their God-
given role as head of their home for their own pleasures and amusements. But God’s Word, read, respected, 
and obeyed, can do miracles in turning an upside down home, right side up. Christ can only be the Lord of 
the home, if He is first, Lord of all the people living in it. In a biblical chain of command family, Christ will 
be the One Who’s in charge, and the saying ‘May God bless our happy home’ won’t be just a plaque on the 
wall, but a fact of life for all to see and experience (Psalms 127 & 128).  PtL   

 ‘Home and Garden’ 
(Weeding Out the ‘Curses of Eden’) 
The Old Testament ‘Power Play’ 

(Genesis 3:1-21) 
“…Then the eyes of both of (Adam and Eve) were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together and made themselves coverings…The LORD God called to Adam and said to him, “Where are you?” 
…the man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree and I ate.”…The woman said, 
“The serpent deceived me and I ate …To the woman (God) said: “I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your 
conception; in pain you shall bring forth children; your desire shall be toward your husband and he shall rule over 
you… “Then to Adam He said, ‘Because you have heeded the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I 
commanded you, saying, “You shall not eat of it’: Cursed is the ground for your sake; in toil you shall eat of it all the 
days of your life …” 
  

When Adam and Eve sinned, everything changed – their knowledge of evil was awakened; 
they felt shame and guilt; their fellowship with God and one another was broken and their 
pride kept them from humbly confessing their sin to God and each other.  
  

Questions for Unmarried: 
• Sin is damaging to any relationship, but prideful refusal to admit it and seek restoration is even 

worse. 
oHow can you tell prior to getting into a serious relationship if someone will be humble, gracious 

and able to admit their failures and reconcile with others?  
oHow important is this to you, regarding a potential life partner? (Proverbs 28:13, Matthew 6:14-15, 

James 5:16) 
• Can you detect if there will be power struggles in the home with someone before marrying? 
o (Discuss observations that might help predict a ‘leadership battle’ relationship) 



Questions for Married: 
• Discuss the ways, refusal of a marriage partner to admit, repent and confess sin, hurts and hinders 

the marriage relationship. (Proverbs 28:13, Matthew 6:14-15, James 5:16)  
oHow important to marital blessing is the ability of both people to humbly reconcile differences 

Scripturally? 
• What problems will likely occur if a wife usurps her husband’s leadership role in the family? 
▪ How can a husband resume leadership of the family if it has been usurped? 

The New Testament ‘Peace Plan’ 
(Ephesians 5:22-32) 

“…be filled with the Spirit …submitting to one another in the fear of God. Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to 
the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, as also Christ is the head of the church; and He is the Savior of the 
body. Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything.” 
“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He might sanctify and 
cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having 
spot or wrinkle of any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. So husbands ought to love their own 
wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself…” 
  

It takes a Spirit-filled wife and husband to make a Spirit-filled marriage where each person is 
graciously able to overcome the Edenic Curses and fulfill their God-given role in marriage.  
  

Questions for Unmarried: 
• Why do you think the command for wives to be submissive comes first in the passage?  
• GIRLS, how important is it to you that, if you do marry, it will be to someone you will be able  

to easily submit to their leadership? Discuss your view of biblical ‘submission’. 
• How will this issue alone affect the possibility of a Spirit-filled home? 
• GUYS, how important is it to you that, if you do marry, it will be to someone who will be 

submissive to your godly leadership in the marriage? Discuss biblical ‘submission’. 
• Discuss the picture of husbands loving their wives like Christ does His church. 

Questions for Married: 
• Talk about why the wife’s role of submissiveness is commanded first. What does it matter? 
• How does the wife’s submissiveness affect the husband’s role to lovingly lead the marriage? 
• If a role reversal happens in marriage, what can be done to correct the situation amicably? 
• Discuss marriage roles in comparison with Christ’s and the church’s role with one another.  
  
       

The Old & New Testaments / ‘Peter’s Principle’ 
(1 Peter 3:1-7) 

“WIVES, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not obey the word, they without a word 
may be won by the conduct of their wives, when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear (respect) … 
‘putting on’ …the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very 
precious in the sight of God. For in this manner, in former times, the holy women who trusted in God also adorned 
themselves, being submissive to their own husbands…”  “HUSBANDS, likewise, dwell with them with 
understanding, giving honor to the wife, as the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your 
prayers may not be hindered.” 
  

Questions for All: 
• Talk about the strategy of winning over an unspiritual spouse who isn’t fulfilling their role in a 

relationship, just by being a good godly example. 
oWhy or why not, do you think this strategy of not nagging or complaining, will work in marriage 

and other relational settings? 
• Discuss the importance of a gentle and quiet spirit. Is this good just for ladies or men, too? 
• Although Peter’s advice is specifically for husbands (v 7), what does it teach about the work that 

must be done to maintain a loving, growing relationship with someone, including God?


