
Christ’s Bible Fellowship Friday, May 5th,2017  Colossians 1 Study Guide #1 

 

 

‘OUR COLOSSAL SAVIOR!’ 
(The Glories of Our Great God & Savior) 

Studies in Colossians 

 

‘The Saints’ 
According to Roman Catholicism, saints are those special Roman Catholics who have died, “been assumed into 

eternal bliss and may be the object of general veneration”. The pope continues on his web page ‘Roman Catholic 

Saints and Heroes’, that the saints are ‘persons (Catholics) of remarkable holiness, who lived lives of heroic 

virtue assisted by the Church, during their pilgrimage on earth.” Roman Catholic publications (not the Bible) 

affirm that saints are to be adored, venerated, prayed to and, if patron saints, be trusted for safety and blessing of 

those under their delegated sphere of influence (villages, vocations, situations, etc.). Typical of RCC, these 

explanations have absolutely no basis in Scripture and therefore are rejected by all Bible-believing Christians.  
 

As with most of Roman Catholicism, its beliefs are Christianized myths, traditions, and rituals of the pagan 

cultures discovered wherever Catholic explorations took place in Medieval and Renaissance eras. From rosary 

beads, found first in Islam, to the bishop’s hat, found first in Baal worship cults, etc., veneration of the dead as 

saints is recorded in most ancient superstitious religions and cultures. Due to RCC’s eclectic nature, it has 

accommodated theological error tainting nearly everything with extra-biblical clutter. RCC’s contorted teachings 

about saints has virtually no resemblance at all to the Bible’s teaching about saints. RCC has thus again robbed 

believers of precious Bible teaching related to the subject of saints.  
 

Saints comes from the Greek word hagios meaning holy; as a noun it means holy one. This is not a statement of 

our total perfection, but speaks of our positional standing ‘in Christ’, the ‘holy One’ once we repent and trust Him 

as Lord and Savior (Romans 1:7, 1 Cor. 1:2, Eph. 1:1, Phil. 1:1, Col. 1:2, etc.). It is immediately obvious that 

these references are all introductory statements in letters addressed to living born-again believers on the earth (not 

dead religious Catholic celebrities purportedly in the heavens). It is also easily ascertained from these NT 

references that these are not necessarily spiritual heroes who are being called saints – Paul had never even met the 

Romans; the Corinthians were terribly carnal and worldly; and the Colossians were known to Paul only by 

reputation – the thing they all had in common was that they were saved by faith in Jesus, not that they were 

spiritual superheroes promoted to special status by the Vatican. Thus, saints aren’t to be prayed to (as RCC 

heretically teaches), but to be prayed for and with this side of heaven (Eph. 6:18). Furthermore, there are no so-

called patron saints because we have the Holy Spirit within and about us for protection, guidance, and blessing 

(John 14:15-17, Eph. 1:13-14, 1 John 2:27, Jude 20). Holy angels do assist us (Hebrews 1:14) but do so without 

prayer from us. 
 

All true Christians are made saints by the grace of God at the moment of salvation (Colossians 1:12-14). They 

have not performed miracles to qualify, but have had the miracle of salvation done unto them by the Lord God 

through faith in Christ. Prayers of the saints for one another here on earth are of great value to God (Revelation 

5:8, 8:4), apparently being retained before the throne of grace in an imperishable form, which like incense, 

continue to rise before the Lord above. We are commanded by the Lord to pray only to God the Father, in the 

Name (authorization) of Jesus, in the power of the Holy Spirit (John 16:23-26, 1 Timothy 2:5, 1 John 3:22-23). 

When we pray for one another or ask each other for prayer that is biblical praying for or with saints, but never, 

ever to them.   PtL 

 

‘The Work of Patron Saints’ 

(The Christian skill of ‘saint-making’) 
Colossians 1:3-14 

 

Making Saints by Blessing Them 

Saints Express Thanks for Other Saints 
“We (Paul, Timothy & others with them / 4:7-15) give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for 

you, since we first heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and your love for all the saints because of the hope which is laid up for 

you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, which has come to you, as it has also in all the 

world…” 1:3-6a 

 



 

 
     

 When was the last time, a brother or sister in Christ, verbally told you they were thankful for your testimony of 

faith, model of service and attitude of hopefulness? How did it make you feel and how did it affect your sense of 

worth in Christ? 

 When did you last make it a point to tell someone how thankful you were for their witness, service for the Lord, 

or their positive, hopeful attitude? Talk about how it felt to bless them. 

 Who are some Christians in your family, church, circle of friends or co-workers that could use a word of thanks 

for some positive aspect of the Christian life they have demonstrated? 

 Why is this so important to someone’s (your own) spiritual growth and endurance for Christ? 

 
Saints Express Praise for Other Saints 

“…and is bringing forth fruit (some manuscripts add ‘and growing’), as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew 

the grace of God in truth…” 1:6b 
     

 Have you complimented another Christian lately, for the spiritual growth, godly demeanor or ministry blessing 

they have been to you, your family or friends? What good might it do? 

 When this has been done unto you, how did it affect your attitude & desire to live for God? 

 Who are some people in your life (family, church, those in your group) who God is leading you to encourage 

with a word of praise for what God is doing in and through them? 

     
Saints Express Love for Leader Saints 

“…as you also learned from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, who also 

declared to us your love in the Spirit.” 1:7-8 
 

 Who are some Christians the Lord is using in your or your family’s life that could use some loving 

encouragement for their efforts to be used of the Spirit to be a blessing? 

 How often do you think it is appropriate to show some expression of loving thanks to a servant of the Lord in 

your life (elders, deacons, teacher, musician, the media team, greeters, food fellowship server, teen leader, etc) 

for being used of God in your life?  

 What are some creative ways to express the love of God for them through you? 

     

    

Making Saints by Praying For Them 

Saints Pray for Saints to Know God’s Will 
“For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the 

knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding…”  1:9 
 

 Do you pray like this for other Christians? (your spouse, kids, friends, pastor, leaders) 

 What are you really asking God to do in the mind and heart of another Christian? 

 Why is praying like this better than praying in a way that tells God the specifics of how you want Him to guide 

another the way you think is best for them? 

      

Saints Pray for Saints to ‘Walk worthy’ 
“…that you may walk worthy of the Lord fully pleasing Him being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the 

knowledge of God…”   1:10 
  

 When you ask God to help them ‘walk worthy of Him’ what will a successful answer look like when it happens? 

How does praying like this for another give you peace? 

 Fruitfulness in ‘good works’ is asking God to do what in that person’s life? What kind of changes will probably 

happen in answer to that prayer? 

 
Saints Pray for Saints to Grow in Grace 

“…strengthened with all might, according to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; giving thanks to 

the Father Who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light. He has delivered us from the power of 

darkness, and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in Whom we have redemption through His blood the 

forgiveness of sins.”  1:11-14 
 

 According to this kind of prayer for other believers, growing in spiritual strength and maturity is directly 

connected to a deeper appreciation for one’s salvation. How might this type of praying help a fellow saint not 

fall away from the Lord or the fellowship? 


