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Malta Pride 2018 
Feedback Survey Report 

 
Report Date: 29 September 2018 
 
 

An online survey was launched on Monday 17th September and closed on Friday 28th September. 
Facebook and Whatsapp messages were the main channels of communication to inform potential 
respondents about the survey.  
 
A total of 116 replies were collected. We believe this sample size makes a fair representation and 
offers a good enough insight on this year’s Malta Pride Week.   
 

Which of the following Malta Pride Week events did you attend? 

 

 
 
A total of 15 events were organised as part of the official Malta Pride Week calendar. Based on 
the survey, the Pride March & Concert being the most attended event (87%) followed by the 
Lollipop Opening Party (23%) and the S2S After Party (20%). The Drag LipSync Battle, being the 
first time organised in Malta, was also highly attended (15%).  
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Number of events attended by the respondents 

 

 
 
This result offers an encouraging insight into the need to organise a Pride Week with multiple 
events. 57% of the respondents attended more than just one Event during the week.  
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Favourite Event during Pride Week 

(Among those who attended 2 or more events) 
 

 
For this part of the survey, we only considered answers from those respondents who attended 2 
or more events and provided a decisive answer as to which event during pride week they liked 
most. Those who attended multiple events and replied that they liked all the events, were not 
considered. The question also included a ‘Why?’ to help us gain insight into what made their 
favourite event so special.  
 
51% of the respondents highlighted the Pride March to be their favourite event of the week. Some 
of the reasons provided were as follows: 
 

“It had a very nice atmosphere and very inclusive and family-friendly. Not 
a huge fan of stripped-down go-go dancers when it was against rules and 

families are walking with their kids in pride.” 
 

“Many people attended and made me feel at home” 
 

“The Malta Pride March & Free Concert: This was my first ever pride and 
it exceeded my expectations. I couldn't stop smiling the whole time and I 

am still pumped up, and it’s a Monday! Firstly, I didn't expect the turnout to 
be so big considering this is Malta. It was lovely - there was a real sense 
of belonging and community to it and it was really nice to see so many 
different parts of the LGBT community coming together with different 
backgrounds to celebrate in a very beautiful way. Saw lots of familiar 
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faces and new faces and that was great. The day turned out great even 
weather wise and the venue for the concert couldn't have been more 

picturesque. The artists were great (the sound, I'm sure you heard this 
before, could have been better) and overall it was an amazing 

experience.” 
 

“The pride march - always heartwarming seeing that it is getting bigger, 
more open minded people joining and supporting.” 

 
“The March - this was my first time attending and the celebration of just 
being there was overwhelming. The participation of straight people was 

also great.” 
 

“ being there, supporting each other :) The civil service printing t-shirts 
was also a good idea. as the largest employer , should be leading by 

example” 
 

The second most favoured event (22%) was the Lollipop Party which took place on Friday 14th 
September. The following reasons where provided:  
 

“The crowd was amazing, the music was good, loved the venue and their 
guest performer and DJ was really good.” 

 
“Always a safe space for me to show off some outlandish makeup.” 

 
“it’s a monthly event with awesome music and freedom to be who you 

want to be” 
 

“Great atmosphere as usual , they brought and amazing Dj/Dragqueen ... 
Love her show and her set. Lollipop always manage to bring something 

different in every event ..” 
 

“because it’s the epitome of a pride party, a celebration of our rights thus 
far with the perfect blend of good old fashioned clubbing fun!” 

 
The third most favoured event (9%) was the Open Mic Night organised on the 16th September. 
The following reasons where provided:  
 

 
“Genuine occasion to meet up and know each other” 

 
“It was a great post-pride event. Rather inter-generational, relaxing, space 
for discussion and exchange of thoughts, and exchange of ideas of pride 
etc.. With a young, just turned 18 year old gay man reading a poem - but 

also an older 50 year old cis straight ally reading a letter.” 
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What did Malta Pride mean to you? 

 
As Malta Pride organisers, understanding what Pride means for the rainbow community remains a 
crucial aspect to our role. At its heart, Pride should remain a political tool to bring about change 
and to help in dissolving the years and years of shame that is poured and that keeps being poured 
upon the LGBTIQ+ community. We feel touched by the answers given and hope that these 
experienced are enhanced to more and more people as years go by.  
 

“For me, Pride is Community” 
 

“Educational and expression of love, values and respect” 
 

“Just getting out there, and like all others, not feeling the need to hide 
what and who I am.” 

 
“I attended 8 years ago though I used to stay a bit far from the much 

smaller crowd which was present at the time. This year it was completely 
different and I’m very glad that I was there with several friends of mine.” 

 
“A celebration of diversity, which was clear.” 

 
“Significant progress, and makes me hopeful for our community's future.” 

 
“An opportunity to go out and be myself.” 

 
“It meant acceptance, it meant to always be yourself” 

 
“It was a way for me to just being myself and not being ashamed to show 

affection to my boyfriend without being scared of being judged.” 
 

“It’s a way where people who have and might have gone through the 
same experiences come together and have a great and care free day” 

 
“Being my first experience I hope that this will be this amazing every year! 
But really, it was the overall sense of community that amazed me. Even 
my co workers (straight) were raving on Monday how great it was and I 

think that really says a lot.” 
 

“It means that there is no shame in who I am and whom I love. It means I 
can be me. It means I am lucky I am able to be open. It means that by 

seeing this, maybe someone finds the courage to come out and feel okay 
to do so.” 

 
“Eye opener to a big part of society as numbers are growing so much” 

 
“I came out three years ago, which to me is still a quite recent event. I 

however attended each pride since I came out, and each year I feel more 
and more comfortable speaking about my sexuality and be proud about it.” 
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“A continuous fight towards equality” 

 
“It was the first time for me ever feeling 100 % comfortable being 

affectionate with my girlfriend in public, it was very liberating and the best 
feeling to feel so at ease for at least a few hours.” 

 
“marching for my rights, I went to the march with my nephew and sister, it 

was an opportunity to show them the diversity and respect it as it is” 
 

“to make the connection between the law and the mind of the people. to 
show that we are here in the hope that "I'm discret" would not important to 

say anymore” 
 

 

 

How would you rate your experience of the Malta Pride March & 
Concert? 

 

(1 - Disaster and 5 - Amazing) 

 
 



 

 

 

Allied Rainbow Communities (VO/1136), 19 Triq San Mark, Valletta, Malta;  

info@arc.org.mt | +356 9927 2999 | www.arc.org.mt 

81% rated the Pride March and Concert event as 4 or higher. We also took note of the fact that the 
concert space (Herbert Ganado Gardens) was not the ideal venue to host such an event. We took 
this feedback onboard to ensure we provide a better and bigger space in the future.  
 

 
What would you like to see more of? 

 
This open-ended question helps us to understand what the rainbow community would like to see 
more of in future Pride events. These were the main replies: 
 

“More focus on trans communities. Lots of rainbows but very very few 
trans flags.” 

 
“More political banners and speeches. Talking abt refugees for example” 

 
“More private companies/employers taking part.” 

 
“More fun events” 

 
“More drag representation” 

 
“More events during the year” 

 
“Longer parade, more floats, better marshaling of parade” 

 
“Groups such as more parents marching with their children” 

 
“more stuff for lesbians and queer women in general sometime it tends to 

be male dominated” 
 

“Educational Events” 
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What would you like to see differently? 

 
Constructive criticism helps us learn on what could be improved in future prides. These were some 
of the recurrent critique which emerged: 
 

“More LGBT-themed music rather than generic and commercial” 
 

“Speeches should be done first and during the March and not before the 
concert” 

 
“Better Concert & Bar Set-Up (Bigger Space) and improved Sound 

System” 
 

“More activities during Pride Week” 
 

 “It would be nice to have more government workers join, like Civil 
Protection, Police etc etc.” 

 
“Less Adonis male bodies, and more representation of the various 

identities in the community. More attendance to education and awareness 
activities that could be linked with social events. More condoms and lube 

in events.” 
 

“More organisation of logistics for all the different groups. There was not 
any coordination on how the different groups should walk along the 

march.” 
 

 


