
 

Glade Primary School                

Teaching and Learning Policy 

At Glade Primary School we believe in the concept of lifelong learning and our aims are:- 

 To achieve high educational standards commensurate with pupils’ abilities. 

 To deliver effectively a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum. 

 To provide a happy, caring, secure and purposeful environment which will enable 

children to develop fully their individual interests, talents and potential. 

 To nurture a positive attitude to learning which will encourage children to become 

enthusiastic and confident lifelong learners. 

 To develop self-esteem, motivation, respect, confidence and self-discipline. 

 To foster a tolerant acceptance and respect for the culture, attitudes and opinions of 

others, regardless of race, creed or gender. 

 To work closely in home/school partnerships with parents/carers to the benefit of the 

children. 

 To prepare children to become worthwhile and valued citizens and members of their 

community. 

 To develop “the whole child” culturally, socially, physically, intellectually, emotionally, 

spiritually and morally. 

 To equip children to adapt to change and to prepare them for the opportunities, 

responsibilities and experiences of adult life. 

 

At Glade we believe that effective teaching and learning must be based around the stage of 

development and levels of experience that children have acquired already.  There will be 

considerable disparity in relation to this before children arrive at school.  The following 

factors may influence effective teaching and learning:- 

 Socio-economic background 

 Different life expectations including level of access to pre-school educational 

provision 

 Differing family expectations 

 Inequality of access 

 Natural learning ability 

 

We aim to:- 

 Foster a positive attitude to learning 

 Provide a secure, positive learning environment in which their work and contributions 

are valued. 



 Provide a clear framework and set expectations which are understood and accepted by 

the learner. 

 Help children towards independence in their learning. 

 Offer equal opportunity and access to learning opportunities regardless of ethnic 

group, colour, gender and creed. 

 Consider the child not as a recipient of learning but as an active partner in the 

learning process. 

 

In order to learn we believe that children need to:- 

 Feel secure and valued 

 Develop a mutual trusting partnership with the teacher 

 Have a sense of self-worth and esteem 

 Have a sense of self respect 

 

In order to provide emotional support to pupils, teachers at Glade Primary School will:- 

 Offer and encourage opportunities for pre-school familiarisation 

 Talk with the children 

 Value their comments and contributions 

 Listen 

 Encourage a sense of shared ownership of the school, classroom, learning etc 

 Behave consistently 

 Offer a positive role model 

 Be seen to work in partnership with other adults around the school and with parents 

 

In order to create a positive working environment teachers:- 

 Create an ordered, secure atmosphere 

 Ensure that good quality resources are freely available 

 Ensure that classroom rules and procedures are explained, understood and adhered to, 

and whenever possible mutually agreed 

 Ensure that the environment is stimulating and attractive 

 Ensure that teacher expectations are understood in relation to behaviour, working 

practices and the outcome of each activity. 

 Praise positive behaviour and working practices in preference to punishing negative 

ones 

 Differentiate tasks according to abilities 

 Ensure that children have opportunity to work in a variety of groupings 

 Ensure that classrooms are kept tidy by the children 

 Demonstrate respect for the children’s work, accepting their ownership of it 

 Ensure displays are of a high quality and regularly changed 

 

In order to motivate pupils, teachers will provide:- 

 Stimulating experiences 

 Differentiated work matched to previous learning experiences 

 Appropriate tasks 

 Praise and encouragement 

 Acknowledgment of achievement 



 Regular and positive feedback 

 Regular and constructive feedback 

 Positive interactions 

 Curriculum delivery which as often as possible is cross curricular 

 Tasks that maximise opportunities for open-ended investigations and independent 

learning 

 Activities with meaningful contexts 

 Tasks with clear objective and expectations 

 Plan activities to include introduction, task and plenary/evaluation 

 

Learning styles 

 

The school recognises that different children respond to learning in different ways.  Some 

children take in information better through images (visual), others through sounds (auditory) 

and others through tactile experiences (kinaesthetic).  It is important, therefore that all 

elements are incorporated by the teacher. 

 

Groupings of pupils for a range of activities 

 

Pupils will be grouped in different ways for a variety of reasons and:- 

 There should be the opportunity for children to work individually, in smaller groups or 

as a whole class 

 Groupings should be appropriate to the nature of the activity and the learning 

objectives  

 There should be opportunity for flexible groupings and for children to group 

themselves  

 Groupings according to ability may be appropriate for some activities  

 When children group themselves the teacher needs to be sensitive to children not 

being readily included, children who find group work difficult and to those who will be 

domineering in the group 

 

Independent learning 

 

The school recognises the importance of pupils becoming independent in their learning.  

Independent learners are seen as those who:- 

 Are able to organise their work effectively 

 Are self-motivated 

 Are able to apply existing knowledge and skills to new situations 

 Able to access and use a range of resources appropriately 

 Able to tackle and solve problems using their own initiative  

 Able to evaluate their own work and identify areas for improvement 

 

Teachers encourage and support independent learning by:- 

 Posing open ended questions and setting open ended tasks 

 Encouraging children to ask questions and responding positively to questions asked 

 Modelling independent learning methodology in whole class situations 



 Encouraging children to undertake their own projects within the wider curriculum 

 Encouraging children to learn beyond the school day by welcoming research completed 

at home 

 Offering praise and encouragement 

 

Effective teaching is vital in promoting effective learning.  Effective teachers:- 

 Create a positive, supportive atmosphere, based on praise rather than criticism 

 Listen to children with sensitivity 

 Respect children as individuals  

 Value children’s contributions  

 Encourage children to participate 

 Work to build children’s self-confidence and self-esteem 

 Communicate clearly using a wide range of strategies 

 Are consistent 

 Are firm but fair 

 Avoid confrontation 

 Demonstrate enthusiasm and excitement 

 Challenge children appropriately 

 Are well prepared 

 Are flexible and adaptable 

 Think outside the box 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


