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Now that you have joined all the squares together, it is time to continue with the beautiful border that gives the whole 

blanket a finishing touch. You are supposed to do the border with the same Pia yarn that was used in joining. With the 

thinner yarn, the border will be light and delicate giving a background to the squares in the main role. In the end of this 

instruction you can find tips for finishing the whole blanket.  
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Info: 
The border is symmetrical if the amount of the squares is even on both sides of the blanket. If the yarn for the border is 

thicker or thinner than the recommendation, it might cause some tightness or waving on rounds 4-6. Read more about 

the yarn thickness from Kalevala CAL general info. All the Kalevala CAL information and the patterns of the squares can 

be found on Arteeni's Kalevala CAL page.  

If you are using the official CAL yarns Lasse and Pia, you can continue with the same hook size as joining the squares.  

Stitch abbreviations and explanations (US terms):  
 sk   skip  

 st   stitch  

 ch    chain st  

 ch-sp  chain space  

 sl st   slip stitch  

 dc   double crochet  

 tr   treble crochet  

    5 dcs in the same stitch 

 sc    single crochet  

 FPsc  Front Post single crochet 

 p   picot: ch 3, sl st into the post of the previous st 

 

Tips for reading the pattern 

 
 (…)  Repeat instructions between brackets as many times as directed. 

*-*  Repeat instructions between asterisks the amount of times specified. This is normally a repeat for a 

complete side and will consist of multiple instructions. 

<...> Text in orange between these marks tells if there is something abnormal in the normal progress of the 
instructions, for example crocheting 2 rounds below. 

[…]  Text in italics: you can find tips to help you through the pattern. 

 

http://www.arteeni.fi/kalevalacal-fi
http://www.arteeni.fi/kalevalacal
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Copyright: 
I, Sari Åström, reserve the rights to the whole design, photos and pattern. You have no right to copy, edit, share or sell 

this pattern as a whole or any part of it. You can share the link to this pattern. You can sell the self made item based on 

this pattern as long as you give me credit as the designer. Thank you! Photos by Minna Virtanen unless otherwise 

mentioned. 

 

Maiden of Pohjola – Pattern of the border 
The situation before the border: There are 16 chain spaces on each square and also ch7-spaces on the corners of each 

square which are not attached yet. Note: contrast coloured yarn is used to demonstrate different rounds in the 

illustrating photos. In the illustrating charts grey colour demonstrates the rounds that are already done. Enjoy the 

crocheting!  

 

RND 1  Join the yarn as a SS sl st into the 1st ch5-sp on any side of the blanket  [photo 1], *(ch 5, sl st in the next ch-sp 

[photo 2]) till the end of the side of the blanket, and note: in every joint of the squares make the sl st at the 

same time into the both ch7-sps [photo 3]. In the corner ch 5 and sl st into the same ch-sp*, repeat *-* around 

the blanket but instead of the last “ch5 and sl st” make ch 2, and dc in the 1st sl st [note: this is an easy way to 

reach the top of the ch-sp, and you don’t have to sl st to the top] [photo 4]. 
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RND 2 You are now in the middle of the first ch-sp of the side of the blanket; *(ch 5, sl st in the next ch-sp) till the end 

of the side [photo 1]. In the corner ch 5 and sl st in the same ch-sp.* Repeat *-* around the blanket but instead 

of the last “ch5 and sl st” make ch 2, and dc in the 1st sl st. 

 

     

 

RND 3 You are still in the middle of the first ch-sp of the side of the blanket; ch 1 and sc in the same ch-sp, *(ch 3, sc 

in the next ch-sp) [photo 1] till the end of the side. In the corner ch 2 and sc in the same ch-sp*. Repeat *-* 

around the blanket, ch 3 and join to the 1st sc with a sl st [photo 2].  

           

 

1 2 3 4 

1 

1 2 
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RND 4 You are in the crossing of the first and second ch-sps; ch 3 (counts as dc), *(2 dc in the ch-sp, dc in sc) [photo 1] 

till the end of the side, (2 dc, tr, 2 dc) in the ch-sp of the corner [photo 2] and dc in sc*. Repeat *-* around the 

blanket, make 2 dc in the ch-sp and join to the 3rd ch with a sl st. 

           

 

 

RND 5 You are now on the 6th dc on the side (counting from the tr of the corner); ch 3 (counts as dc) and make 4 

more dc in the same st (=5 dc in total in the same st), (ch 6, sk 5 dcs, 5 dc in the same st [into the dc on top of 

the ch-sp of rnd2; in the corner into the tr]), repeat (-) around the blanket. Join to the 3rd ch with a sl st. [photo 

1] 

Tip: You can do this round with a contrast colour if you fancy variation in colours. 

      

 

RND 6 You are now on the first 5dc-group [the dc-group in the corner doesn’t count as a first dc-group]; ch 1, (FPsc 

around the dc-group bonding the chs behind the dc-group* [photos 1-2], p [= picot = ch 3, sl st in the post of 

the prev st, photo 3], 4 sc in the ch-sp, sl st at the same time in the ch-sp AND in the middle dc of <rnd 4> [the 

ch-sp stays inside the sl st [photo 4]], 4 sc in the ch-sp), repeat (-) around the blanket. Join to the 1st FPsc with a 

sl st.  Cut yarn and fasten off.  

*) Did you notice that there is a popcorn stitch made now? Dedri Uys has teached this ”really lazy popcorn 

stitch” in her blog. In all its simplicity this is truly an ingenious way to do pc!  

 

1 2 

1 

http://www.lookatwhatimade.net/crafts/yarn/crochet/crochet-tutorials/how-to-crochet-really-lazy-popcorn-stitch/
http://www.lookatwhatimade.net/crafts/yarn/crochet/crochet-tutorials/how-to-crochet-really-lazy-popcorn-stitch/
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Blocking the blanket  
Now we have done all the crocheting for the blanket, but hold your horses! At this point the blanket is like a butterfly 

freshly eclosed, with wings that are still wrinkled. There is no reason to be afraid of the blocking of the blanket nor a 

reason to leave it undone, although it might feel too hard to do. Blocking helps the blanket to bloom, so it is absolutely 

and highly recommended!  

 

Photos: Sari Åström 

For blocking you will need: some durable yarn (for example leftover yarn) as a blocking thread, a blunt needle, some 

blocking foam squares (for example exercise mats or a very large carpet are good for this purpose) and lots of big pins.  

 

 

The stages of blocking  
Take the blocking thread fairly the amount of the circumference of the blanket. 

String the thread through every picot with a needle. 

Wet the blanket thoroughly, you may even want to soak it for about 20 

minutes. Then squeeze all the water off and lastly roll the blanket inside towels 

so that the blanket is as dry as possible. 
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Pin the blanket onto the blocking mat(s) with the help of the blocking thread. Do 

not pin through the thread but try to keep the thread quite freely on the other 

side of the pins. At first pin all the corners and then pin all the sides evenly so that 

the blanket makes a stable rectangle form. You might need to stretch the blanket 

a little in able to block it better. Then start to tighten the blocking thread so that 

all the sides are straight (the edge of the blanket and the thread should not be 

wavy between the pins). Tie the thread ends or pin them so that the tightening 

stays put. Some extra pins might be needed if the blanket is bent in some points.   

Now leave the blanket in peace until it is COMPLETELY DRY. And leave it in peace for one more day, at least…  If you 

undo the blocking too early, it is not as permanent as it could be and the blanket might recover to its original shape. You 

can hasten the drying process by setting up a fan to blow over the area (supervised only!!!). When the blanket is 

completely dry, you can remove the pins and the thread and now… *widely smiling and happily sighing*… your blanket 

is absolutely finished! You have to admit that it was all worth the effort, wasn’t it!  

  

Taking care of the blanket 
Wool is an antibacterial and self-cleaning material and usually it is enough to shake and air the wool blanket in fresh air. 

Get to know the yarn label and its washing instructions. Note: Lasse and Pia yarns that were sold as yarn packs have an 

incorrect label band, so it is recommended to hand wash the yarn (wool – acrylic). The blocking is worth to do after 

each time you wash the blanket.  

When the blanket is not in everyday use, keep it 

in a closet folded fluffyly.  

If the blocking is absolutely awkwark to you, it is 

possible to try to steam the blanket or wet and 

stretch it to its shape and size freely. Although 

these tricks cannot beat the blocking and the 

end result is not at all the same. (Ironing can 

harm the fibres and it doesn’t help getting the 

sides straight). That is why we recommend the 

blocking from the bottom of our hearts!  
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Tip: You can share the pictures of the blanket border on social media with hashtags #Kalevalacal or 

#kalevalacal_pohjolanneito. 


