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Joukahainen in the Swamp 
 

 
 

In the third poem of Kalevala the young Joukahainen challenges the old Väinämöinen. 

 

Then the boastful Youkahainen 

Spake again to Wainamoinen: 

"Young or ancient, little matter, 

Little consequence the age is; 

He that higher stands in wisdom, 

He whose knowledge is the greater, 

He that is the sweeter singer, 

He alone shall keep the highway, 

And the other take the roadside. 

Art thou ancient Wainamoinen, 

Famous sorcerer and minstrel? 

Let us then begin our singing, 

Let us sing our ancient legends, 

Let us chant our garnered wisdom, 

That the one may hear the other, 

That the one may judge the other, 

In a war of wizard sayings." 

 

 
 
Reference: http://www.sacred-texts.com/neu/kveng/kvrune03.htm   

http://www.sacred-texts.com/neu/kveng/kvrune03.htm
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About the CAL 

 
This crochet square pattern is a part of a Finnish crochet project. We have designed a crochet blanket 

based on the Kalevala Mythology. It has been created as a tribute Finland's 100 years of independence. The 

general information and links to all the square patterns of the 

blanket can be found in the Kalevala CAL info post at the blog of 

Arteeni.  

Yarn:   Menita Lasse 
Colours:  petrol blue 8962 
            olive green 9963 
            forest green 8947 
            dark grey 203 
            magenta 8755  
 
There are two ways to start a round:  

● using a ch to replace the first st, follow the chart below:  
tr → ch 4, dc → ch 3, sc → ch 1  
or  

● using a standing stitch.  
In the text the starting double crochet is indicated as dc and will not be mentioned later.  

* * or ( )  Repeat the instructions between the asterisks or parenthesis the amount of times specified.  
[ ] instructions for the corner  
 
sl st= slip stitch       FPdc= front post double crochet 
ch= chain   BPdc= back post double crochet 
sc= single crochet  FLtr= front loop treble crochet 
dc= double crochet  FPtr= front post treble crochet 
tr= treble crochet  BPsc= back post single crochet 
hdc= half double crochet sk= skip 
 
Special stitches: 
folded sc = folded single crochet:  
Insert your hook through the back loop of the treble from the previous round 
AND also the back loop of the corresponding stitch (dc) in the round below. 
This dc already contains the treble. Now you have 3 loops on hook, yo and 
pull yarn through 2 loops, 2 loops remain on hook, yo and pull yarn through 
both remaining loops.  

 
ex tr = extended treble crochet:  
Yo twice, insert hook in the chain loop, yo, (now you have 4 loops on hook), yo, pull yarn through one loop, 

Picture 1. folded sc 

http://www.arteeni.fi/kalevalacal-en
http://www.arteeni.fi/kalevalacal-en
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then (yo and through 2 loops) 3 more times.  
 
 
 

1. Start with a magic ring with petrol blue (8962) yarn. 
(2 dc, ch 1) into magic ring and repeat 8 times in total, join to the first dc with a sl st.  
Do not tighten the magic ring too much.  
Total: 16 dc, 8 ch 

 
2. Continue with the same yarn. 

         (2 dc, 2 dc into the ch-sp) repeat 8 times in total, join to the first dc with a sl st.  
Cut yarn, fasten off and secure ends properly, even if you are making a single colour 
version.  

   Total: 32 dcs 
 

3.   With the forest green (8947) yarn, start in any dc. 
(3 FLtr, 2 FLtr in the same stitch) and repeat 8 times in total.  
If you start the round with a standing stitch FLtr, the join will be less visible.  
Do not join to any st at the end for this round.  
Total: 40 FLtrs 

 
4.   Continue with the same yarn straight where you finished the previous round.                                             

Make a folded sc in next 40 sts. 
When you have two FLtrs in the same st, work the folded sc through BOTH FLtrs into the 
same st.  

                        Join to the first folded sc with a sl st.  
                         Cut yarn, fasten off and secure ends.  
                         Total: 40 folded scs 
 

5.   With the olive green (9963) yarn, start in any folded sc.  
*[tr, ex tr, tr] into the same st [corner made], 2 dc, 
2 hdc, sc, 2 hdc, 2 dc,* repeat 4 times in total.   
Join to the first tr with a sl st.  

                    Stitches per side: corner [tr, ex tr, tr], 4 dc, 4 hdc, 1 sc 
 

6.    Continue with the same yarn. Use a sl st to to reach the ex tr in the corner.  
*[dc, ch 3, dc] into the same st, (sk 1, ch, dc) repeat 5 times in total, ch 1, sk 1* repeat 4 
times in total.  
Join to the first dc with a sl st. 
Cut yarn, fasten off and secure ends.  
Stitches per side: corner [dc, ch 3, dc], 6 chs, 5 dcs 

 
7.   With the forest green (8947) yarn, start in the ch-sp in the corner.  

*[sc, ch 2, sc] into the corner, (BPsc in dc, tr in the skipped st from previous round and in 
front of the ch sp) repeat 6 times in total, BPsc* repeat 4 times in total.  
Join to the first sc with a sl st.  
Cut yarn, fasten off and secure ends.  
Stitches per side: corner [sc, ch 2, sc], 7 BPscs, 6 trs  
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8.    With the olive green (9963) yarn, start in the ch-sp in the corner.  
*[2 dc, ch 3, 2 dc] into the corner, dc, ch 1, sk 1, 5 dc, ch 1, sk 1, 5dc, ch 1, sk 1, dc* repeat 4 
times in total. 
Join to the first dc with a sl st.  
Cut yarn, fasten off and secure ends.  
Stitches per side: corner [2 dc, ch 3, 2 dc], 12 dcs, 3 chs 

 
9.  With the forest green (8947) yarn, start in the ch-sp of the corner.  

*[2 dc, ch 3, 2 dc] into the corner, dc, FPdc, 2 dc, (ch 5, sk 5, sc into the ch-sp, turn: now with 
wrong side facing: 6 hdc into the ch5-sp you just made, turn: with right side facing: 5 tr into 
those 5 skipped dcs behind the hdcs, dc into the same ch-sp with sc), repeat ( ) once, dc, 
FPdc, dc* repeat 4 times in total.  
Join to the first dc with a sl st.  
Cut yarn, fasten off and secure ends.  
Stitches per side: corner [2 dc, ch 3, 2 dc], 7 dcs, 2 FPdcs, 10 trs, 12 hdcs, 2 scs 
 

10.  With the olive green (9963) yarn, start in the ch-sp of the corner.  
*[2 dc, ch 3, 2 dc] into the corner, 3 dc, FPdc, 2 dc, 3 sc (the first sc should be in the first tr), 3 
hdc, 3 sc (the first sc should be in the first tr), 3 hdc, dc, FPdc, 3 dc* repeat 4 times in total. 
Join to the first dc with a sl st.  
Cut yarn, fasten off and secure ends.  
Stitches per side: corner [2 dc + ch 3 + 2 dc], 9 dcs, 2 FPdcs, 6 scs, 6 hdcs 

 
11.  With the dark grey (203) yarn, start in the ch-sp of the corner.  

*[2 dc, ch 3, 2 dc] into the corner, 5 dc, FPdc, 15 dc, FPdc, 5 dc* repeat 4 times in total.  
Join to the first dc with a sl st.  
Cut yarn, fasten off and secure ends properly, even if you are making a single colour version.  
Stitches per side: corner [2 dc, ch 3, 2 dc], 25 dcs, 2 FPdc 
 

12.  With the forest green (8947) yarn, start in the ch-sp of the corner.    
*[2dc, ch 3, 2 dc] into the corner, (BPdc, FPtr) repeat 15 times in total, BPdc* repeat 4 times 
in total.  
Join to the first dc with a sl st.  
Cut yarn, fasten off and secure ends.  
Stitches per side: corner [2 dc, ch 3, 2 dc], 16 BPdcs, 15 FPtrs 

 
13.  With the dark grey (203) yarn, start in the ch-sp of the corner.  

*[2 dc, ch 3, 2 dc] into the corner, 35 dc* repeat 4 times. In total.  
Join to the first dc with a sl st.  
Cut yarn, fasten off and secure ends well.  
Stitches per side: corner [2 dc, ch 3, 2 dc], 35 dcs 
 

 
Your square is now ready but Joukahainen is still missing …  
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Making Joukahainen, yarn 8755 magenta  
 
Special stitch:  
5 dc together = Yo, insert the hook into the stitch, pull the yarn through, pull the yarn through 2 loops on 
the hook (=unfinished dc), make unfinished dcs in 4 more stitches. Finally, pull the yarn through all the 
loops on the hook. All the dcs are in their own stiches from the row below, but joined together at the top. 
 
Fold your square two-fold.  

Start to work around the two dc in the centre (from the first round in the beginning!).  
3 sc, ch 2, sk the centre, 3 sc into the other two dcs on the other side of the centre, 
turn, 3 sc around the previous scs, 
(sl st, ch 2, 5 dc together, ch 2, sl st) into the ch2-sp, 
3 sc around the sc.  
Cut yarn, fasten off and secure ends well.  

 

Now you have completed the Kalevala CAL square ”Joukahainen in the Swamp”! 

 


