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http://www.sacred-texts.com/neu/kveng/kvrune01.htm  

 
Bluebill, a graceful bird, made her nest on the knee of the maiden Ilmatar. In the Kalevala saga, the bluebill laid six 
golden eggs and one iron egg in her nest. Bluebill´s hatched eggs burned the maiden´s feet and when Ilmatar 
moved her knee, the eggs fell from the nest, broke into pieces and got flung into the sky. These splinters of 
eggshells made the World: sky and earth, the sun, the moon and the stars.  
I got my inspiration for this square from the bird's nest that I always admire from afar whenever I see one in nature. 
Nests skillfully made by the parent birds with the smooth, beautifully shaped eggs inside always make me 
emotional. Later in the summer I collect the pieces of the egg shells and wish that next year the birds will return to 
their nests. A nest and the eggs provide the base for the beginning of a bird’s life, and in this same way in the 
mythology of Kalevala, they symbolize the birth of the world. 
 
 

Thence she flies and hovers slowly, 

Lightly on the knee she settles, 

Finds a nesting-place befitting, 

Where to lay her eggs in safety. 

Here she builds her humble dwelling, 

Lays her eggs within, at pleasure, 

Six, the golden eggs she lays there, 

Then a seventh, an egg of iron. 
(Poem I, 207 - 212) 
 

Quick the maiden moves her shoulders, 

Shakes her members in succession, 

Shakes the nest from its foundation, 

And the eggs fall into ocean, 

Dash in pieces on the bottom 

Of the deep and boundless waters. 

 
 (Poem II, 223 - 228) 
 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1754053521582303&set=p.1754053521582303&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1754053521582303&set=p.1754053521582303&type=3
http://www.sacred-texts.com/neu/kveng/kvrune01.htm
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Bluebill´s Nest – Designed by Taina Tauschi 

 
This crochet square pattern is a part of a Finnish crochet project. We have designed a crochet blanket based on the 
Kalevala Mythology. It has been created as a tribute to Finland's 100 years of independence. The general 
information and links to all the square patterns of the blanket can be found in the Kalevala CAL info post at the blog 
of Arteeni: www.arteeni.fi/kalevalacal-en 

 

Info 
Yarn               Menita Lasse 
 

Colours  Yellow   2317   

              Orange   3309   

               Magenta  8755   

              Olive green  9963   

              Dark grey  203   

 
 
Other equipment: Scissors, blunt needle for sewing the eggs together and securing yarn ends, 12 stitch markers 
that help you join the eggs together.  

 
 
In this square, you start by making the Bluebill’s eggs: crochet eggs first separately and then sew them together.  
If you prefer a hook to a needle, you can join the eggs by crocheting them together with slip stitches. You will 
crochet a round nest for the eggs and eventually the nest will become a square shape. I wanted to emphasize the 
contrast between the smooth, intact eggs and the broken eggshells and therefore I designed the background 
pattern in holes. Based on Kalevala saga I chose the yellow yarn for the six golden eggs and the dark grey yarn for 
the iron egg. You can choose your own colours by using only one or several colours from your leftover yarns. It 
takes approx. 5 grams of yarn for each egg.  
There are some special double crochet stitches used in this square: V-stitch, X-stitch and Y-stitch – see Special 
stitches. Even if this square requires a little bit of tinkering, I have rated the challenge level as "quite easy". 

 
 
Abbreviations and explanations (US terms)
ch     chain 
st     stitch 
sl st     slip stitch  
sc     single crochet  
BLsc    back loop single crochet  
hdc     half double crochet 
dc    double crochet (yo once) 
tr    treble crochet (yo twice)     

dtr    double treble crochet (yo 3 times)                  
dc2tog     2 double crochets together 
V    V-stitch, see special stitches 
Y    Y-stitch, see special stitches 
X     X-stitch, see special stitches             
sk    skip stitch/stitches                                                                       
SS                           standing stitch (tutorial: here) 
BL                           back loop                   

http://www.arteeni.fi/kalevalacal-en
http://www.lookatwhatimade.net/crafts/yarn/crochet/crochet-tutorials/crochet-standing-single-crochet/
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Special stitches 
V-stitch:  
Make (dc, ch 3, dc) in the same st. These sts together make a V shape (see photo).  
 

               
 
X-stitch:  
Start in the same way as if you are making a dtr: YO (yarn over) 3 times, insert hook in st, pull up a lp (loop), (now 
you have 5 lps on hook), YO, pull through 2 lps, (now you have 4 lps on hook). YO and skip 2 sts, insert hook into the 
next st, YO, pull up a lp, YO and pull through 2 lps, YO and pull through 3 lps. Finish the dtr. 2ch and make 1 dc into 
the middle of the post of the X-stitch. These sts together make an X shape.  
 

                       
 

       
 
 
Y-stitch:  
Make a dtr first. Then ch 3 and make a dc in the middle of the post of the dtr. These sts together make a Y shape.  
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Tips for reading the pattern 
 *-* Repeat instructions between asterisks the amount of times specified.  
This is normally a repeat for a complete side and will consist of multiple 
instructions. 
(…) Repeat instructions between brackets as many times as directed. 
[…] Between the square brackets there are tips and photo hints to help you through the pattern.  

 
Copyright 
This publication is protected by the Copyright Act. It is available to you free of charge. You must not modify or 
distribute the pattern. Reselling the free pattern in all forms (a whole set of instructions or a single part) is 
prohibited. Selling a finished product is prohibited unless otherwise agreed with the designer. Sharing the pattern is 
not allowed. 
If you have any plans for selling this Kalevala blanket, please note, that in that case you cannot use this square in 
your blanket. Instead feel free to choose any other square that doesn’t have the selling restrictions mentioned. 
Thank you for respecting my wishes! 
 
 

Bluebill´s Nest – Pattern 
 

Bluebill´s Eggs  
Make six eggs with yellow yarn and one egg with dark grey yarn. 
 

1. Round 1  
Make a magic ring [Magic ring], ch 1 and 12 sc into magic ring. Tighten the magic ring but not too much, 
join to the first sc with a sl st [Photo 1]. [Tip: you can leave approx. 20 cm long tails in the beginning and the 
end to use to sew the eggs together later.] 
Total: 1 ch, 12 sc 

 
2. Round 2  

Ch 1. [Make the first ch loosely, stretch it a bit and make all the next sts into the first round, do not tighten 
them too much!] 3 dc, 3 hdc, 6 dc [place stitch marker into the 1st dc], 5 tr [place stitch marker into the last 
tr], 3 dc. Join to the 1st dc with a sl st. You might want to fasten off by sewing in order to have a neat edge. 
Do not fasten off the yarn, leave the tail to join the eggs together later [Photo 2]. 
Total: 1 ch, 3 hdc, 12 dc, 5 tr  
 
Make 7 eggs in total. Tighten the magic rings a little to shape the eggs [Photo 3]. 
 

        
    Photo 1  Photo 2        Photo 3 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sLUaywX0-WE
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The Nest and joining the Eggs together 
 

3. Round 3  
If you are making a multicoloured square, use the orange yarn.  
Take the first egg in the left hand with the tip of the egg pointing to the left. Start with a SS BLsc into the 1st 
st after the right side stitch marker. To avoid the back loops of the stitches overstretching, catch the extra 
loop behind the stitch and crochet it together with the BL. [Photo 4] (Ch 3, sk 1, BLsc) repeat 4 times in 
total. [The last BLsc falls in the st right before the left side stitch marker. There should now be 5 BLsc and 4 x 
ch3-sp] [Photo 5]. Ch 1 [falls between the eggs]. 
 
 

                                     
          Photo 4                                        Photo 5   

 
Take another egg and continue crocheting the nest as for the first egg [Photo 6]. 
Repeat this with 6 eggs and leave the 7th egg aside [if you are making a multicoloured square, the dark grey 
egg will be in the centre of the nest].  
Join the chain of eggs with a sl st to the first BLsc of the 1st egg [Photo 7]. [Pay attention so that the chain 
does not twist! You can use stitch markers to keep the eggs in order.  
Keep the markers where they are, as the eggs will be joined by these points later.]  
Total: 6 x 5 BLsc, 6 x 4 ch3-sp, 6 sc 

                    
Photo 6                          Photo 7  
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4. Round 4  
Continue with the same yarn.  
Ch 6 (counts as 1 dc & ch 3), (sc in the next BLsc, ch 3) 3 times in total. You 
are now in between the 1st and 2nd egg, which contains (BLsc, ch, BLsc).  
Make dc2tog as follows: the 1st "leg" of dc2tog falls in the last BLsc of the 1st egg and the 2nd "leg" falls in 
the 1st BLsc of the next egg [Photo 8.] [Keep paying attention to the twisting egg chain!]  
Continue as for the first egg, (ch 3, sc) and dc2tog between the eggs like before. Dc at the end of the round 
and join this dc to the 3rd ch with a sl st (= last dc2tog made) [Photo 9].  
[Cut yarn if you are going to change colour] 
Total: 18 sc, 6 x dc2tog, 24 x ch3-sp 

 

       
       Photo 8                                Photo 9  

 
 

5. Round 5  
If you are making a multicoloured square, using the magenta yarn, start with a SSsc. If you continue with 
the same yarn, ch 1 (does not count as st). Make 4 sc in each ch-sp. Join to the 1st sc with a sl st.  
[cut yarn if you are going to change colour] [Photo 10]. 
Total: 6 x 4 x 4 sc = 96 sc 
 

           
                                                                      Photo 10                    
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The Broken Eggshell - nest turns into a square shape 
 

6. Round 6  
With the dark grey yarn, make a SSdc into the 4th sc and (ch 2, hdc) into the same sc. If you continue with 
the same yarn, make 3 sl sts to move along to the 4th sc of the previous round. Ch 5 (counts as 1 dc and 2 
ch), hdc into the same st. 
*(Ch 2, sk 2, sc) 3 times in total, ch 2, sk 2, (hdc, ch 2, dc) in the same st.   
Sk 2, make X-stitch as follows: leave 2 sts between the right & the left "leg". 
Make Y-stitch in the same st with the left "leg" of the X-st. [This Y-st will form the 1st corner of the square.] 
Make another X-st as follows: the right "leg" of X falls in the same st as the Y-st before and there are 2 sts 
between the right and the left "leg" of X.  
Sk 2, (dc, ch 2, hdc) in the same st* [Photo 11]. 
Repeat *-* 3 times in total, in the last repeat after the X-st join to the 1st dc (or 3rd ch) with a sl st [Photo 
12]. 
Total: Side: 2 x X-st, 2 dc, 2 hdc, 3 sc, 8 x ch2-sp     Corner: 1 Y-st, 3 ch 
 

                
                                               Photo 11                                Photo 12 

  
7. Round 7  

Continue with the same yarn. 
Ch 1 (does not count as st), 2 sc into the next ch-sp, *(3 sc into the next ch-sp) 4 times in total.  
(2 sc into the next ch-sp, sc between the dcs) 2 times in total.  
Make (3 sc, ch 3, 3 sc) into the ch-sp of the Y-st.  
(sc between the dcs, 2 sc into the next ch-sp) 2 times in total. * 
Repeat *-* 3 times in total, omitting the last 2 sc and join to the 1st sc with a sl st [cut yarn if you are going 
to change colour] [Photo 13].  
Total: Side: 24 sc     Corner: 3 sc, 3 ch, 3 sc               
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                Photo 13 
 

8. Round 8  
With the olive green yarn, make a SSdc in the sl st of previous round and (ch 3, dc) into the same st. If you 
continue with the same yarn, ch 6 (counts as dc, ch 3), dc in the same st as the sl st. Sk 3, (dc, ch 3, dc) into 
the same st (this is a V-stitch). 
Make V-st 4 more times. *Sk 2, (dc, ch 3, dc, ch 3, dc) into the corner ch-sp. Sk 3, make V-sts 7 times in 
total.* 
Repeat *-* 2 more times. Sk 2, (dc, ch 3, dc, ch 3, dc) into the corner ch-sp. Sk 3, make V-st once more. Join 
to the 1st dc (or 3rd ch) with a sl st. [cut yarn if you are going to change colour] [Photo 14]. 
Total: Side: 7 x V-st        Corner: 3 dc, 2 x ch3-sp 

                                       Photo 14     
 

9. Round 9  
With the dark grey yarn make a SSsc. If you continue with the same yarn, ch 1 (does not count as st). On 
each side: make 3 sc in each ch-sp and make sc between the V-sts. In each corner ch 3. Join to the 1st sc 
with a sl st. [Photo 15] 
Total: Side: 35 sc      Corner: 3 ch 

 
 

10. Round 10  
Dc in each stitch, [if you continue with the same yarn, ch 3 to count as 1st dc]. (2 dc, ch 3, 2 dc) into the 
corner ch-sp. Join to the 1st dc with a sl st. [Photo 16] 
Total: Side: 39 dc         Corner: 3 ch 
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           Photo 15        Photo 16            Photo 17 
 

Finishing 
 
Join the eggs together with needle by making a few stitches [or alternatively crochet a few sl sts]. Place the 
7th egg in the middle of the nest and sew it to every surrounding egg.  
Remove stitch markers [Photo 17].  
Secure all yarn ends properly. Steam the square gently and shape it to the same size as your other Kalevala 
squares.  

 

     
  
The Bluebill´s Nest is now ready!  
Thank you for taking this journey with me!  

 
May 2017, Taina Tauschi  
 
Hint: You can share pictures of your Kalevala CAL square on social media with the tag #KalevalaCAL. 


