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What would the Rebbe advise? The Rebbes writings, his maamarim-Chassidic
discourses, his sichos-public talks and his letters fill more than 100 volumes;
how is one to find his teachings on a particular issue? Of course there are indices
but even they are volumes and too many people find it inhibiting to even begin
a search. Teachings of The Rebbe on Chinuch gathers a great many of the
Rebbe’s ideas and advice on chinuch-education into one eminently readable
volume and in the process it gifts to thousands of his followers, a wealth of his
instruction and guidance on this subject in the language they best understand.

Teachings of The Rebbe on Chinuch is a long overdue work. It is the product
of a tremendous amount of work and the coming to fruition of Mrs. Keren
Gordon’s dream. It is thoughtfully organized, user friendly, with the readers’
needs given uppermost consideration so that they can easily find what they are
looking for. Everyone who leafs through these pages owes her a debt of gratitude.

The Rebbe’s teachings and advice are at the same time broad and general in
nature, while they may practically be dealing with a very specific issue. He
delves into the very core of an idea while discussing something apparently
tangential. That is the nature of Torah in general and the Rebbe’s approach
in particular; his words cannot be read superficially if one is to benefit from

their profundity.

It is therefore to the credit of the translators and editors that they labored hard
to be true to the original words of the Rebbe. They did not read their own
interpretation into his words, even to make it easier for the reader to understand.
The product of this labor of love is not a volume about the Rebbe’s views on
chinuch issues, it is a volume of his views on chinuch. I pray that readers will
study and learn from it appropriately.




A word of caution might be in order. The Rebbe’s words need to be studied
very carefully before forming any kind of opinion about his view on any
particular chinuch theme.

The Rebbe said on many occasions that one should not literally apply his
words, advice and responses, to every situation. It is not always appropriate to
extrapolate a response to a given dilemma from something the Rebbe said in a
similar situation. People and places are different, circumstances vary and what
the Rebbe advised an individual or group in one place may not necessarily
apply to different people in another place.

The Alter Rebbe writes in his preface to his magnum opus, the Tanya, (loosely
translated) “if one finds himself unable to find the advice he seeks from the
words in this volume, he should discuss his issue with the elders within his
community who will be able to help him understand how to apply the words
of Tanya to his own dilemma.” I believe that is the approach readers of this
work must use as they look for answers to issues they face in their own lives.

On the eve of 3 Tammuz 5776

Nochem Kaplan
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