MMCA Newsletter – April 2018
Notes From Mr. B:

Upcoming Events:

About 4x per year, instead of our Weekly Flyer, we publish a more
4/15
Top Golf Fundraiser! 4:30-7:30p
detailed Newsletter with articles from each of our classrooms. In
4/15
Parent’s Night Out, 4:00-8:00p
this April 2018 Newsletter, I would like to highlight in particular:
4/18
Garden Day (Children’s House), 2 Our Summer Camp 2018 Flyer on Page 4;
4p
 The Deadline for ordering your Yearbook is coming up
4/18
Garden Team Mtg., 6-7p
(Page 2);
4/25
Secretary/Admin Professional’s
 Republishing a letter I wrote last year entitled why
Day
“Attendance Matters” on Page 3, as we’re continuing to
4/27
Pizza Lunch Friday
have A LOT of non-illness related absences school-wide;
4/30 LAST DAY to ORDER Yearbooks!
and
5/1
Principal’s Day
 A flyer promoting our PTA’s Mixed Bags Fundraiser on
5/7-11 Teacher Appreciation Week
Page 4
5/16
Garden Team Mtg., 6-7p
5/17
Garden Work Day (Orange Rm.),
I look forward to seeing many of you this Sunday at our PTA’s
3:15-5:15p
“Evening with the Mustangs” event at Top Golf, and I’d like to
5/18
Pizza Lunch Friday
offer my sincere appreciation for all of our volunteer parents and
5/23
Mini Day/Free Dress/$1 Hat
teachers who have worked so hard to make this event happen.
5/23
Open House, 6:30-7:30p
THANK YOU!
5/28 No School – Memorial Day
6/6
8th Grade Promotion, 6p
6/7
Last Day/Mini Day/Free Dress/$1
Hat Day
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Watch DOGS Update
Our Watch DOGS schedule is full for the rest of the year! This is
a first for MMCA! Thanks to all the fathers and father-figures that
signed up! We have a waitlist for dads that would like an
opportunity to be a Watch DOG this year, so if you know you're
not going to be able to make to a day that you signed up for, please
cancel with Denise (dthorman@mmcharter.org). Also, please plan
to arrive before the 8:30 bell (try for about 8:15), as it is really busy
in the office if you get here right at 8:30. Thanks to everyone who
participated this year! Hope to see you all again next year!

Children’s House Enrollment for Next Year
We still have a few spots available in our preschool for next year.
Preschool applications are accepted on a “first come, first serve”
basis.

1

YEARBOOK INFO
Order Your 2018 MMCA Yearbook Now!
The deadline to order is April 30, 2018. Limited quantities will be available in the office on a first
come first serve basis during the last week of school. THE ONLY WAY to guarantee you will get a
yearbook is to order one NOW. If you are unsure if you have ordered yet, please see sales list in
office window. Yearbooks can be ordered via the Josten’s website link below:
Maria Montessori Charter Academy Rocklin, CA - Yearbook Products - Jostens
Maria Montessori Charter Academy Rocklin, CA Yearbook Products - Jostens
Find Maria Montessori Charter Academy Rocklin, CA
Yearbook products at the official Jostens school store.

Recruiting After School Club Leaders
We’re currently in the middle of our second session of After School Enrichment Clubs this year. Each session will
have 3-4 different enrichment opportunities (some of which will be age restricted). Generally, a club will meet one
time per week for approximately 75 minutes. We are looking for parents interested in leading a club during one of
our upcoming sessions. Examples of past clubs include chess club, choir club, Early Engineers Club, Self Defense,
Drama and much more. If you have questions about leading a club, please contact After School Enrichment
Programs Coordinator Ray Baldonade at rbaldonade@mmcharter.org.

Independent Study
It is always best for your child to be in class, but if an absence is unavoidable and your student is going to miss three
or more days of school, please sign him/her up for independent study. Independent study benefits the school by
allowing us to collect ADA money for your student during the absence and your student will benefit by keeping up
on their class work. To sign up, you must sign an independent study contract in the office and make arrangements
with your child's teacher to collect their work before their absence. It takes time to put together I.S. Contracts. We
likewise request at least (3) days notice for our teachers if you’re going to be signing up for I.S. If you have any
questions, please contact Denise Thorman in the office at dthorman@mmcharter.org.

Recording Volunteer Hours
Be sure to record your volunteer hours in the binders in the office. If you have not already done so, start a page for
your family and keep a cumulative total of the hours you have volunteered.

Fourth MMCA School Uniform Order Coming up
For families interested in school-based apparel, we partner with All Awards of Citrus Heights as our Uniform
vendor. The order form is available here:
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/72cec9_023e8b9c787f4aa4a555fbf090b050a4.pdf.
We are now collecting order forms from interested families for our second round of ordering. The deadline for your
order to be included in this round of ordering will be 4/20/18. Orders take about 10 days to be processed.
Especially for field trips, we encourage all families to purchase the white t-shirt available on the order form.
April 2018
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April 12, 2018
Re:

Importance of Student Attendance (republished from earlier this year)

Dear MMCA Families,
During the past few years, I have noticed a disturbing trend that our absenteeism rate has been increasing. This concerns me
for several reasons, including:
 Too many absences causes students to fall behind in school;
 Too many student absences disrupts the routine of the overall classroom; and
 Since schools are funded on actual attendance, too many student absences affect programming.
Did you know that:
 Even in kindergarten, too many absences (excused and unexcused) cause children to fall behind in school.
 Missing school increases the chance a student will not read or master math at the same level as their peers.
 Students can still fall behind if they miss just a day or two days every few weeks.
 Absences can affect the whole classroom if the teacher has to slow down learning to help children catch up.
 By being present at school, your child learns valuable social skills and has the opportunity to develop meaningful
relationships with other students and school staff.
Since schools are funded on actual attendance, too many student absences affect programming.
Public schools in California are mostly funded based on “average daily attendance” (“ADA”). Any day a student is absent,
whether the absence is excused or unexcused, the school does not receiving any ADA funding for that student. Student ADA
funding is approximately $60 per day. As an example, let’s say we average 50 students absent per day for a week – that is
$15,000 in lost funding that could otherwise be used to enhance the educational experience of your child.
What can you as parents do to help with attendance:
 If you know your child is going to miss school, set up an Independent Study Agreement. From the student perspective,
I.S. Agreements help keep the students on track and minimize the amount of make-up work they need to complete
when they get back from school. Denise Thorman (dthorman@mmcharter.org) coordinates Independent Study – if
you have questions about the program, please contact her.
 Set a regular bed time and morning routine.
 Have your child prepare for school the night before, finishing homework and getting a good night’s sleep.
 Don’t let your student stay home unless they are truly sick. Keep in mind complaints of a stomach ache or headache
can be a sign of anxiety and not a reason to stay home.
 Avoid appointments and extended trips when school is in session.
 Develop back-up plans for getting kids to school if something comes up. Keep track of your student’s attendance.
Missing more than 9 days could put your student at risk of falling behind.
 Talk to your student about the importance of attendance.
 Encourage meaningful afterschool activities, including sports and clubs. 1
If you have any questions regarding this letter, please feel free to contact me at brent@mmcharter.org.
Sincerely,

Brent Boothby, Executive Director, Maria Montessori Charter Academy
1

Portions of this letter are attributable to AttendanceWorks.org
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May
The months of March and April are always filled with great joy for the teachers. We can see the
children absorb all the wonderful experiences MMCA has to offer. The children have had wonderful
parent support in our classroom, which has allowed your children to bloom before our very eyes. Spring
time also provides us with the perfect teaching tools to enrich our lessons.
The children really enjoyed our trip to the continent of South America, where they learned about
the native animals and biomes this continent has to offer. We are becoming quite the world travelers in
our classroom.
Don’t put your passports away just yet…we will be taking a short trip to the continent of Europe. The
children will learn about the interesting animals, music, literature and culture this continent has to
offer.
Earth Day was celebrated on Friday, April 20th with the children planting flowers for our outdoor
environment and adding lots of lady bugs and many butterflies to help maintain our healthy,
environmentally safe and friendly flower bed. Next time you walk by the flower bed and pots, look for
some happy lady bugs that have been set free to live in their natural habitat.
The children know a lot about food and where it comes from, from our almost daily trip to the school
garden. It is only natural that we began to study them more closely in Botany. We are looking at the
whole plant/food and determine which parts will most likely be consumed.
Miss Lisa arrives bi-weekly in our classroom with musical instruments, melodies and rhythms, and the
Amazing Athletes keep us fit twice a month with their fun exercise program.
We have been learning about the five kingdoms of animals, which included reptiles, mammals, birds,
fish and amphibians this year.
We began our study of metamorphosis with three living examples this month. Our butterfly eggs
turned into beautiful butterflies that we released into the garden. The ladybug larvae all transformed
inside their pupas and we released them into the flower bed. We are very excited to have an incubator
with duck eggs in our classroom, which should hatch just in time for Open House. We are hoping to hatch
about 6 ducklings. It takes 28 days for them to join our crowd! The children have enjoyed caring for our
new living creatures.
Thank you to all of our parents that made our Garden Day such a success! Your help and dedication to
our classroom is greatly appreciated by all.
Up Coming Events
Garden Work Day April 18th 2:00-4:00
Open House: May 24th at 6:30 pm
FARA Bike Ride: Thursday May 31st (more info to follow soon)
It is a pleasure teaching your children.
Mrs. Bass, Mrs. Baldonade, and Mrs. McKinnon
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Blue Room News
The year is coming to an end. We only have a few more weeks left of school, but
they are still jammed packed full of learning. We will be working all the way to the bitter
end. So, please help us in keeping your children focused during these last few weeks.
We have a few events still coming up to end the year. Please mark your calendars
with dates that we have included below. Keep your eye out for emails with information on
how you can help. We will also be sending home invitations to Mother’s Day Tea and
Father’s Day Donuts. Your children are busy at making you fabulous gifts and are ready
to entertain you.
In math, students have been learning geometry. They are learning about solid and
plane figures. Montessori materials have helped them with understanding this difficult
concept. They have enjoyed moving the different shapes to make new ones.
We are looking forward to seeing all of you at our Open House on Wednesday, May
23. The students are excited to show you all that they have learned. They will give you a
tour of the room and give you a lesson of their favorite job.
Lastly, we would like to take this time to thank all the volunteers who come in each
week, drive on our field trips, and work from home. Thank you for making our job easier
and making a positive impact on your child’s as well as the other student’s lives.
Thank You!!!!
Mrs. Harper
Mrs. Schmich
April 25-“I Need A Vaction” 2pm in the MPR
May 11- Mother’s Day Tea 10am in the MPR
May 14-Bernhard Museum (We will need at least 10 volunteers. An email will be sent out
soon.)
May 23-Open House
May 31-Ataxia Bike Ride
June 1-Father’s Day Donuts 8:45am in the MPR
June 4-Roseville Aquatic Center
June 7-Last Day of School

April 2018
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Red Room Newsletter Notes
We celebrated Dr. Seuss’ Birthday the week of February 26th. The
children enjoyed each of the dress up days that week. They created many
crafts and participated in fun activities during rotations. We enjoyed reading
several books by Dr. Seuss. For our March field trip, we went to see
Seussical at the Roseville Theatre.

The students put in a lot of hard work and had so much fun learning
the dances for our performance! We are so proud of them!

The end of the year is approaching quickly. We look forward to our
upcoming field trip to the Aquatic Center and all of the fun end of year
activities!

Sincerely,
Mrs. Kelley & Mrs. Bordelon

April 2018
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Coral Room Newsletter
Our newsletter articles are written by Coral Room students this year. We are excited to share their
articles with you. Realize that we’ve kept the articles as the students have written them, so there
may be some grammar and/or spelling errors. ~Mrs. Boothby, Mrs. Crouch & Mrs. Lynch
History is super fun. In 5th grade we are learning about the Revolutionary War. In 4th grade
we are learning about the Gold Rush. Payton thinks “it is hard”. Taylor thinks “highlighting is fun
and it is also fun to read the magazines.” Ashley thinks “it is fun because you learn new things.”
Kaitlyn thinks “it is fun and interesting.” ~Lizzy Lewis
This is what Nathan about garden, “It is okay and it is fun to plant things and see the
bunnies and sometime eat the almonds!”. This is what Ryan said, “ I think it is cool to go outside
and do an activity.” This is what Jimmy said about garden, “It is fun and every time it gets different
and get more fun!” This is what Payton said about garden, “We get to plant things in the garden.”
This is what Gavin said about garden, “You get to go outside and get dirty!” This is what Julius said
about garden, “The thing I like about garden is that we made compost.” ~Sawyer White
Our science has been a fun experience for people. They are excited for more. Some of the
things people like is our experiments, people love it. We have done a water one with food dye it
was cool. It was for 5th and 4th they did under the microscope. They got to see this so close but
they are so tiny. Then as a class we did a gum project we chewed gum to see who will finish the
flavor. Then if you don’t like gum we just did a flower experiment where using water and vinegar
and if you don’t like that we did a boat one where you build a boat out of paper and tape and you
would put money in it till it drowns. It is really fun. I think if you were to do our science it would be
great. Now I will tell you about things other people like about this. We also do different experiments.
We did a volcano one where we put vinegar with baking soda and had it explode! A lot of people
like science and they say it is their favorite. Here is what some of our class says about science.
Abbey says, “Science is fun but challenging so you still learn at the same time”. Taylor says, “I like
science because it is really fun you get to do stem projects. I like to do science practice quiz
because they are very interesting.” Julius says, “I like science because we do practice quiz
because it helps us for our computer quiz and the questions is fun and easy to do.” Finally, Julia
says, “I like science because we get to do stem. I also like science because we get to learn new
things. ~Kelsey Thomas
This is about our last two field trips. By the way, the second to last field trip was the best,
then our last field trip was even more fun. Our whole class loved both of them. They were the best
field trips ever. Extreme Gymnastics is a super cool gym “of course” we all loved it. The trip to Mar
“space” was a blast it was the best field trip in the whole world. The Extreme Gymnastics field trip is
the most active field trip ever. There was a zip line, a foam pit, a climbing net, and another foam pit.
Some kids tried to do a front flip on the trampoline. The trip to Mars field trip had nine teams. There
was a team that you test radio-active stuff, a team where you put your hand into thick gloves, a
medical team, a remote team, a probe team, a space weather team and a team where you talk on
a speaker with each other, and a communication team. Part of our class was on Mars and part was
on a space shuttle. When the part of our class landed on Mars we switched. The part that was on
the space shuttle then stayed on Mars for two years. It was even more fun than Extreme
Gymnastics, but they both were a lot of fun. ~Connor Rekers
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Welcome to Green Room
2017-18

Academic Update:
History:
th

7 grade: We will be studying the Civilizations of the
Americans to start off the third trimester. The Mayas,
Aztecs and Incas will be our focus and we will find out
how they are similar and different.
th

8 grade: To start off the third trimester we will be
studying migration and industry in America. We are
continuing to discover how our nation has changed
greatly over the life of our country.

Dear Families,
As the 2nd trimester came to an end, we look
forward to state testing, science projects, Six Flags,
SunSplash, and 8th grade graduation. Wow!!! There
are still a lot of wonderful and exciting adventures
to explore.
7th grade History activity/ enjoying literature group

Math: Students in Course 2 are studying equivalent
equations, solving multi-step equations with variables
on both sides and learning how to apply these skills to
solve real-world problems algebraically. Course 3
students just finished up a unit exploring linear
relationships between two quantities. They are now
applying this knowledge to solve tow linear equations
know as a system of linear equations.
th

Science: Recently the 7 graders were studying the age
of the earth and the rock cycle. This trimester, they will
study human body systems. We will have a periodic
project that will focus on engineering and the human
body: building a working model of a hand! Project
details will be distributed in late April.
th

The 8 graders are finishing up their unit on chemistry,
with a special focus on the role of carbon in the
environment. In the third trimester, they will study
beginning physics. They will have a periodic project that
will focus on engineering, force, and motion: building a
balloon powered car! Project details will be distributed
in late April.
ELA: This last trimester both grade levels finished their
ELA trimester projects which were “Random Acts of
th
Kindness” for 7 graders and “Career Exploration” for
th
the 8 graders. These projects were a great learning
experience for our students mentally and emotionally.
They got to start a plan for their future and see the
value in helping others!
The Weeks Ahead:
th

3/24 – Sunsplash (8 grade only)
3/25 – Six Flags
th

April 2018
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6/6 – 8 Grade Graduation
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