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A SKYLINE RESTORATION PUBLICATION

Safe Construction Bill of Rights:
New Requirements For Building Owners
Effective on December 28, 2017, Local Law 159 of
2017: Safe Construction Bill of Rights requires
building owners of multiple dwellings to distribute a
Safe Construction Bill of Rights notice to each
occupied unit, in addition to posting the notice in
the building’s lobby, on each floor within 10 feet of
every elevator bank, and within 10 feet of every
main stairwell if there is no elevator, until all
permitted work is complete.
The Safe Construction Bill of Rights must be shown

contemporaneously with construction permits for
all work except for minor alterations or ordinary
repairs; contemporaneously when an owner
requests an emergency work permit; as well as for
new buildings, immediately upon application for a
temporary certificate of occupancy. The bill must be
published in English, Spanish and any language the
Department of Housing Preservation &
Development (HPD) deems necessary, and
failure to comply with the law can result in
Continued on page 3
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Second Term For NYC Mayor De Blasio

On a frigid January 1st, re-elected Bill de Blasio (right) was sworn in for his second term as New york city mayor. the public
ceremony was officiated by former president Bill clinton. in the photo, mayor de Blasio stands alongside his wife, chirlane
mccray, and his children, dante and chiara.

Mayor and City Council Reach Agreement to Replace Rikers Island Jails

“This agreement marks a huge step forward on our path to
closing Rikers Island,” said Mayor de Blasio. “In partnership
with the City Council, we can now move ahead with creating
a borough-based jail system that’s smaller, safer and fairer. I
want to thank these representatives, who share our vision of
a more rehabilitative and humane criminal justice system
that brings staff and detainees closer to their communities.”

pHOtO: mApS

On February 14, 2018, Mayor de Blasio and Speaker
Corey Johnson announced an agreement to move forward
with closing Rikers Island and creating a smaller, safer and
fairer borough-based jail system. Together with the Council
Members representing these areas, the Mayor and Speaker
have agreed to a single public review process for four
proposed sites in Manhattan, Brooklyn, the Bronx, and
Queens. These sites together will provide off-Island space
for 5,000 detainees, and will include the three existing DOC
facilities in Manhattan, Brooklyn and Queens, as well as a
new site in the Bronx located at 320 Concord Avenue in
Mott Haven.

On January 2nd, city and department of correction
officials announced the closure of the george
motchan detention center by the summer of 2018,
which will mark the first of nine Rikers island prisons
to shut down.
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Hudson Yards, the largest private real
estate development in United States
history and the largest in New York City
since Rockefeller Center, will feature a
complex installation, known as the
Vessel, as the centerpiece for the Public
Square and Gardens. Construction of
the $200 million steel structure, designed
by Thomas Heatherwick and
developed by Related Companies and
Oxford Properties, began in April 2017
and has neared completion after only nine
months.

The 150-foot tall “matrix” features 154
interconnected flights of stairs, 2,500
steps and 80 landings, and will include
final details, such as custom paving,
150-foot tall “matrix”, designed by thomas Heatherwick, features 154
balustrades, lighting, and copper-colored the
interconnected flights of stairs, 2,500 steps and 80 landings.
cladding. The Vessel, which rests on a 50foot diameter base, was first manufactured by Cimolai S.p.A in Monfalcone, Italy and then transported to
the United States over a 15-day journey across the Atlantic in six separate shipments. The structure first
arrived in Port Newark before making its way along the Hudson to the construction site on Manhattan’s
West Side. The Public Square and Gardens at Hudson Yards, where the Vessel will stand, was
collaboratively designed by Nelson Byrd Woltz Landscape Architects and Heatherwick Studios,
and is set to open in 2019 offering visitors a one-mile vertical climb to one of the most unique views in
Manhattan. The five-acre green space will host 28,000 plants and 200 mature trees, and will also provide
access to the High Line and Hudson Park & Boulevard.

Safe Construction Bill of Rights: New Requirements For Building Owners

Continued from page 1

violations for building owners. The Safe
Construction Bill of Rights notice must include the
following:
• a description and location of the work being
conducted in the building;
• the hours of construction;

• a projected timeline for the completion of the
work;

• a description of the amenities or essential services
anticipated to be unavailable or interrupted during
the work and how the owner will minimize such
unavailability or interruption;
• contact information, including a telephone

number, for an agent or employee of the Owner
who can be reached for non-emergency matters
regarding the work being performed;

• contact information, including a telephone
number, for an agent or employee of the Owner
who can be reached for emergency matters
pertaining to the work being performed 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week during the period of
construction;
• and contact information for the relevant City and
State agencies where occupants may submit
complaints or ask questions about the work being
performed.

For more information, please visit
www1.nyc.gov/site/buildings/codes/codes.p
age
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Public Hearing on Proposed Amendments to LPC Rules

The Landmarks Preservation Commission
(“LPC” or “Commission”) is proposing new rules
and amendments in Chapters 2, 5, 7 and 11 of Title
63, with most of the proposed changes occurring in
Chapter 2. Many of its sections would be rearranged and renumbered; some of the existing
rules would also be combined. For example, Chapter
3, concerning work on windows in designated
buildings, would be amended and re-codified to be
part of Chapter 2. The proposed changes are
intended to streamline the process for approving
every day work on designated properties, and to
make the regulatory process more efficient and
transparent for applicants, neighbors and the
public.

discrete elements above the second story. Wider use
of substitute materials could occur above the sixth
story. In each case the substitute material could not
be discernible and could not detract from the
significant architectural features of the building or
neighboring buildings.

pHOtO: wikipediA

There are also specific criteria proposed for the use
of fiberglass. Fiberglass cannot be used to replace
masonry (including terra cotta) below the seventh
story, nor can it be used to replace sheet metal, cast,
wrought, or extruded metals below the seventh
story, except for a small number of discrete
elements. There are exceptions to the restrictions on
fiberglass. Fiberglass can be used to recreate an
original or missing significant façade feature (such
as a cornice, band course or door hood), where the
feature was missing at the time of designation and
recreation, or if it would serve to complete the
original or historic composition of the building or to
unify a row of buildings.

the Astor library was the subject of the landmarks
preservation commission's first public hearing in 1965.

Section 2-11: Repair, Restoration,
Replacement and Recreation of Building
Facades, Materials, Surfaces, Features, and
Elements. The proposed rule would broaden the
applicability of criteria for repair, restoration and
recreation to most other materials (e.g., other
masonry, brick, stucco, cast iron, and terra cotta),
and would also contain requirements, such as
environmental conditions, probes and samples.
The ability of LPC Staff to approve the use of
substitute materials is defined and expanded from
the current rules based on the Commission’s
existing practices and criteria. Use of substitute
materials would be limited in terms of where on a
building it can be used and for what purpose. For
example, on cast iron buildings, a substitute
material that is not metal would be limited to

Proposed subdivision would codify the
Commission’s practice of approving façade
reconstructions on buildings in historic districts
where a façade must be taken down due to severe
structural issues and/or materials failures, as
documented in a structural conditions report. The
proposed rule would allow LPC Staff to approve this
work, provided the building is a contributing
building to the district and existing modified
features, such as shaved lintels or sills, are
recreated. If a building does not contribute to the
district, LPC Staff may not approve recreating the
existing, noncontributing façade, but may approve
the restoration of the historic façade if the
restoration meets other requirements for
documentation of the historic design. If a building
has been combined or so significantly altered that it
cannot be returned to its historic condition, or if an
owner does not want to restore the historic façade,
the Commission must review and approve the new
design.

The Hearing: Interested parties are invited to
submit comments and testimony on the proposed
rule revisions at 9:30am on March 27, 2018. This
hearing will be held on the 9th Floor at 1 Centre
Street, New York, NY 10007. Details at
http://www1.nyc.gov/site/lpc/applications/p
roposed-rules.page
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2018 Construction Industry Trade Show Guide

The following industry events, trade shows and
conferences are designated as opportunities for
construction professionals to exchange ideas,
network with some of the industry's leading
professionals and to learn about emerging
technologies, effective construction methods and
best business practices. (Source: ConstructionDive)

THE ASSOCIATED GENERAL CONTRACTORS
OF AMERICA CONVENTION
New Orleans, February 25-March 1
The 99th Annual AGC Convention
will host educational sessions
geared toward workforce
development and project delivery
and safety, and offers a number of
networking opportunities. convention.agc.org
NEW YORK BUILD 2018
New York City, March 19-20

With a focus on New York City and
the Tri-state area, this annual show
at the Javits Center offers a
platform to network with key
decision makers and influencers
from the construction and development sector,
while aiming to keep you up-to-date with the latest
trends and developments in the industry.
newyorkbuildexpo.com
WORLD OF MODULAR
Hollywood, FL, March 23-25

Modular building is catching
the attention of many in the
industry looking to find new
ways to streamline their operations. As the largest
show in the modular industry, this convention
offers the chance for AEC professionals to take a
deeper look at the growing delivery method.
modular.org
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AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
CONFERENCE ON ARCHITECTURE
New York City, June 21-23

This show may be geared
toward architecture
professionals, but it offers
informational seminars and networking
opportunities that can benefit many in the AEC
industries. conferenceonarchitecture.com
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA NATIONAL
CONFERENCE AND TRADE SHOW
Las Vegas, October 14-16

This conference caters to
construction managers and the
owners who work with them,
while also providing a number of seminars and
networking sessions that can benefit many AEC
leaders. cmaanet.org
DESIGN-BUILD CONFERENCE & EXPO
New Orleans, November 7-9

With design-build gaining ground as an
increasingly popular delivery method,
this conference looks to the method’s
future with a host of educational
sessions and exhibits. dbia.org

GREENBUILD INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE AND EXPO
Chicago, November 14-16

Sponsored by the U.S.
Green Building Council,
this show highlights
leaders in sustainable construction and green
building with exhibits and sessions centered on
design, new technology, building systems, and
materials. greenbuildexpo.com

INTEGRITYSSG.COM
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Local Law 196: Construction Site Safety Training (SST)

In the previous issue of SKYlines, we provided an
in-depth overview of Local Law 196, formerly
known as Introduction 1447-C, which made
amends to the Administrative Code of the City of
New York and the New York City Building Code, in
relation to construction Site Safety Training
(SST). The new mandates require New York City
construction workers to complete 40-55 hours of
safety training in three phases beginning on March
1, 2018 and ending in 2019.

Phase 1: By March 1, 2018, Local Law 196
requires workers to complete OSHA-10; or OSHA30; or a DOB-approved 100-hour training program.

Phase 2: By December 1, 2018, Local Law 196
requires workers to complete OSHA-10 and 20
additional DOB-approved training hours; or OSHA30; or a DOB-approved 100-hour training program.
Phase 3: By May 1, 2019, Local Law 196
requires workers to complete OSHA-10 and 30-45
additional DOB-approved training hours; or OSHA30 and 10-25 additional DOB-approved training
hours; or a DOB-approved 100-hour training
program.
As Phase 1 approaches, it is critical to understand
additional information pertaining to Local Law 196,
such as which additional individuals need training;
what constitutes acceptable training; and the
violations that follow the failure to comply. This
information is broken down below.

ADDITIONAL SST TRAINEES:
New Entrants to Construction: Individuals new
to construction must complete an OSHA 10 training
course before working, followed by the completion
of 40 hours within six months to continue working.
Supervisors: Competent Persons, Construction
Superintendents, Concrete Safety Managers, Site
Safety Coordinators, and Site Safety Managers must
complete a minimum of 60 hours of training.
Site Safety Jobsites: Workers at job sites with a
Site Safety Plan (and jobsites with Superintendents,
Site Safety Coordinators or Site Safety Managers)
must complete a minimum of 40 hours of training
by the final phase ending in 2019.

SATISFACTORY TRAINING

After October 16, 2017, all Site Safety Training must
be in-person or actively proctored online. Any
online training received before October 16, 2017 will
be accepted.
Proper online training is defined as: training taken
in a classroom with a proctor; online training where
the individual is able to prove that they received the
training with no assistance; and training that is
randomly monitored to ensure that the trainee is
present through the entirety of the online course.
VIOLATIONS
Failure to show the DOB that workers are properly
trained will result in a violation and civil penalty incurred by the site owner, permit holder and the
employer of the worker - of up to $5,000 per
untrained worker.
An additional violation and civil penalty of $2,500
will also be issued if the permit holder regrets to
upkeep the required workers’ log proving
completion of training.

For complete information regarding Local Law 196
of 2017, please visit http://www1.nyc.
gov/assets/buildings/local_
laws/ll196of2017.pdf
INFORMATION SESSIONS
The Department of Buildings will host periodic
information sessions to provide guidance on Local
Law 196 of 2017 requirements. Due to space
limitations, advanced registration is mandatory for
all attendees. To register, please visit
https://www.eventbrite.com/d/ny--newyork/local-law-196-of-2017/
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New OSHA Requirements for Recordkeeping and
Reporting Injury and Illness

As of February 1, 2018, many employers with more
than 10 employees are required to keep a record of
serious work-related injuries and illnesses - certain
low-risk industries are exempted and minor injuries
requiring first aid only do not need to be recorded.
This information helps employers, workers and
OSHA evaluate the safety of a workplace,
understand industry hazards, and implement
worker protections to reduce and eliminate hazards
–preventing future workplace injuries and illnesses.

The records must be maintained at the worksite for
at least five years. Each February through April,
employers must post a summary of the injuries and
illnesses recorded the previous year. Also, if
requested, copies of the records must be provided to

Roofing Day In D.C. 2018

NRCA has
announced it
will hold
Roofing Day in
D.C. 2018 from March 6-7. The event aims to
bring the roofing industry together to meet with
members of Congress and their staffs to deliver their
message about the most important legislative and
regulatory issues affecting the industry and
businesses.
The goal is to have 1,000 roofing professionals
participate in this unique and exciting opportunity
to take over Capitol Hill and to speak with one voice
as a united industry.
Roofing Day in D.C. 2018 also includes a reception
the evening of Tuesday, March 6; a breakfast

current and former employees, or their
representatives.

DOL Adjusts OSHA Penalties for Inflation

On January 2, 2018, the Department of Labor
(DOL) increased civil penalties for multiple
regulated areas, including child labor and OSHA,
wage and hour, and immigration, by 2 percent to
adjust for inflation. The increase is in accordance
with the Federal Civil Penalties Inflation
Adjustment Act Improvements Act of 2015, which
requires the DOL to annually adjust its civil money
penalty levels for inflation no later than January
15th of each year. The new penalty increase will
apply to any citations issued throughout the
remainder of 2018.
Wednesday, March 7; and training Wednesday
morning so you can learn how to best communicate
with members of Congress and their staffs. These
events will be held at the Marriott Marquis;
attendees will pay their own travel and hotel
expenses. NRCA will schedule your congressional
appointments for you, which will start on
Wednesday, March 7, at 10:30 a.m.- all you need to
do is show up to join in delivering the message.

Additionally, NRCA is looking for Team Captains
from each state. To be a Team Captain, you agree to
participate in Roofing Day in D.C. 2018, assist in the
promotion of the event and recruit industry
colleagues from your state (NRCA will help you).
Team Captains will receive reimbursement for one
night's hotel stay (room and tax) and recognition at
the breakfast held on March 7.
For more information or to register, please visit
http://www.nrca.net/roofingday
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On December 22, 2017, President
Donald Trump signed into law
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of
2017, which was first introduced
in the 115th United States
Congress on November 2, 2017,
with the goal of further
stimulating the economy by
reducing the corporate tax rate,
lowering individual tax rates, and
scaling-back state and local
deductions. The new law’s progrowth strategy, bolstered by
lower marginal tax rates and a
reduction in the cost of capital, is
projected to increase GDP, wages,
and the number of full-time
equivalent jobs in the United
States.
The information below provides a
synopsis of the relevant changes
to United States’ income and
corporate taxes structure
associated with the Tax Cuts and
Jobs Act of 2017.
INCOME TAX
• The Act lowers tax rates within
the seven income tax brackets
until 2026, to which they will
revert back to 2017 rates.
• The Act doubles the standard
deduction for single filers,
married filers and joint filers.

• The Act eliminates personal
exemptions no longer allowing
taxpayers to subtract $4,150
from income for each person
claimed.

• The Act eliminates most
itemized deductions, but keeps
deductions for charitable
contributions, student loan
interest and retirement savings.
• The Act limits the deduction on
mortgage interest to the first

pHOtO: wH.gOV

Income and Corporate Tax Structures Change
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the tax cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 was signed into law by president donald trump on
december 22nd.

$750,000 of the loan; current
mortgage holders are not
affected.

through businesses until 2025;
these businesses include sole
proprietorships, partnerships,
limited liabilities, and S
corporations.

• The Act allows taxpayers to
deduct up to $10,000 in state
and local taxes, but they must
choose between property taxes
and income or sales taxes.

• The Act limits businesses’ ability
to deduct interest expenses to
30% of income.

• The Act repeals the Obamacare
tax on those without health
insurance in 2019.

• The Act eliminates the corporate
Alternative Minimum Tax
(AMT).

• The Act expands deductions for
medical expenses for 2017 and
2018, allowing taxpayers to
deduct medical expenses that
are 7.5% or more of income.

• The Act doubles the estate tax
exemption to $11.2 million for
singles and $22.4 million for
couples.
CORPORATE TAX

• The Act reduces the maximum
corporate tax rate from 35% to
21%.
• The Act raises the standard
deduction to 20% for pass-

• The Act allows businesses to
deduct the cost of depreciable
assets in one year instead of
amortizing them over several
years.

• The Act allows businesses to
repatriate the $2.6 trillion held
in foreign cash stockpiles paying
a one-time rate of 15.5% on cash
and 8% on equipment.

For further information regarding
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of
2017, please visit
https://taxfoundation.org/fi
nal-tax-cuts-and-jobs-actdetails-analysis/
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Using AI to Reduce Injuries in Construction

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is playing an increasingly
important role in the construction industry,
particularly in researching, testing and
implementing new methods of improving health,
safety and productivity. Today, researchers at the
University of Waterloo in Canada are using AI
to gain insight into new ways of boosting
productivity on construction jobsites by reducing
musculoskeletal injuries to masonry workers from
wear-and-tear.

Carl Haas and Eihab Abdel-Rahman,
engineering professors leading the research efforts
at Waterloo, are using motion sensors and AI
software to show that expert bricklayers employ
previously unidentified techniques to limit the
impact on their joints, which is information that can
be passed on to apprentices in training programs.
Haas and Abdel-Rahman led two studies. In their
first study, sensor suits were used to analyze bodily
impact on bricklayers of different experience levels
while building a wall with concrete blocks. The data
showed that expert masons “put less stress on their
bodies, but were able to do much more work” as

“Guess-A-Sketch”
Fundraiser

compared to novices. During their second study,
Haas and Abdel-Rahman aimed to understand how
master masons work efficiently using “sensors to
record their movements and AI computer programs
to identify patterns of body position”.

At the conclusion of their research, Haas and AbdelRahman found that skilled tradesmen “acquire a
kind of physical wisdom that does not follow
standard ergonomic rules taught to novices”. For
example, they found that workers often “swing”
blocks, rather than lifting them, to reduce stress
from the “bending of their backs”. Researchers
found that by using these unconventional
techniques, workers were able to complete tasks
twice as fast and with half the effort, while
maintaining high quality production.
Moving forward, Haas and Abdel-Rahman plan to
conduct an in-depth study using sensor suits to
analyze how trainees and apprentices move on
jobsites and to provide immediate feedback so that
they can modify their movements to further reduce
stress and injuries.
Source: engineering.com

The Center for Architecture is excited to
bring back Guess-A-Sketch on March 9, 2018.

Guess-A-Sketch is a lively evening for
architects, architecture enthusiasts, and young
professionals as they gather for a fast-paced,
architecture-themed, pictionary-style
tournament, where honoree sketchers draw iconic
buildings as competing teams guess to win.
Guests will enjoy cocktails and hors d’oeuvres
served all night. Audience members are
encouraged to play by tweeting their guesses using
#guessasketch.

Create a team and join the fun! All funds raised will
support the Center for Architecture’s design
education programming for schools, youth and
families. For questions, please contact the
Development Office at 212-358-6110 or email at

development@aiany.org.

The Center for Architecture is a 501(c)3 charitable
organization whose mission is to educate a broad
audience about the built environment and the value
of contemporary architectural practice in urban life.
Tax-deductible gifts support the Center for
Architecture's public programs, exhibitions, and K12 education experiences for all NYC schoolchildren.
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Skyline’s Project Beyond City Limits

NORtHeRN weStcHeSteR HOSpitAl

Consolidation of the healthcare industry has
accelerated in recent years creating heightened
competition, requiring healthcare systems and
hospitals to improve and restructure their
operations, relationships and physical assets in an
effort to deliver the highest-quality results to
patients.

Northwell Health, previously known as North
Shore-LIJ Health System following the 1997 merger
of North Shore Health System and Long Island
Jewish Medical Center, continues to expand and
improve its facilities as the nation’s 14th largest
healthcare provider and New
York States’ largest private
employer with 22 hospitals, 500
outpatient facilities and nearly
66,000 employees. Among the 22
hospitals within Northwell Health
system is Northern Westchester
Hospital, which is undergoing significant capital
improvements following its celebration of 100 years
in service in 2016. Northern Westchester Hospital is
recognized for its success in four (4) specialties,
including Colon Cancer, COPD (chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease), Heart Failure, and Hip Surgery.
As hospital systems continue to integrate, resulting
in an increase in patients-cared-for and services
provided, it is imperative that facilities are
maintained and improved to properly administer
care. Today, Skyline Restoration is working with
architectural firm Thornton Tomasetti at
Northern Westchester Hospital to perform extensive

mOuNt kiScO, Ny

façade restoration and roof replacement at the
hospital’s North and Wallace Pavilion Buildings.
During the masonry phase, Skyline is removing the
existing parapet (including flashings, copings and
anchors) and rebuilding the 3.6-foot high parapet
wall, providing new expansion joints and 560 LF of
thru-wall copper flashing.

Additionally, Skyline is removing and replacing
1,100 SF of spalled and cracked bricks along the
buildings’ façade. In conjunction with the masonry
work, Skyline is removing 37,200 SF of the existing
roofing system and coal tar pitch roof, and is
replacing it with a new Paradiene
20 and Paradiene 30 FR roofing
system, along with a PF-531
flashing system, by Siplast.

Furthermore, Skyline is
disconnecting, removing and
replacing all existing exhaust fans; replacing the
roof drains with new J.R. Smith 1010 product; and
removing and replacing roof perimeter gravel stops
with new 24oz. two-piece lead coated copper gravel
stops.
Work at Northern Westchester Hospital began in
May 2017, and is scheduled for completion in April
2018.

Owner: Northwell Health
Architect: Thornton Tomasetti
Contractor: Skyline Restoration
Account Executive: Jasen Geraghty
Project Managers: Wilson Cajilima & Miguel Troncoso
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Wishing All A Wonderful New Year!

Skyline Restoration returned to manhattan’s gotham Hall on a snowy Friday, december 15th, to celebrate the Holiday Season and
to ring in the New year. the event’s warm ambiance offered colleagues, clients and friends the opportunity to reconnect, while
enjoying the festive food, drinks, and wonderful entertainment provided by paris-New york Orchestra.

A publication of
Skyline Restoration Inc.
49-28 31st Place
LIC, NY 11101
Comments/Subscriptions:
skylines@skylinerestoration.com

The views and/or
opinions contained within
are those of the drafter
and may not reflect the
views and/or opinions of
Skyline Restoration Inc.

NYCSRA’s Second Annual Charity Poker Night

the New york city Special Riggers Association (NycSRA) hosted its Second Annual charity
poker event on wednesday, November 29th, in support of the Association and the grace gold
memorial Scholarship Fund. the event, which was held at the Renaissance event Hall in Astoria,
Ny, hosted upwards of 130 attendees who, along with the sponsors, helped raise over $54,000.
(photo l-R): Sal Redza, manny Blata, Radoslaw Suchowolak, peter kaskaridis, Spiro markatos,
and Hany ibrahim.
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