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Louisiana State Senate 

900 North 3rd Street 

Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

 

June 7, 2017 

 

Dear Senator,  

 

Thank you for your service to our state. As retired admirals and generals, we can appreciate the 

tough decisions that confront you and your colleagues, especially deciding how to appropriate 

limited state funds in a challenging budget environment. Because ensuring young children have a 

strong start in life can generate many benefits in the years to come, including for our national 

security, we respectfully urge you to prioritize funding for early care and education programs - 

including the Child Care Assistance Program, the Pre-K Programs, and the School Readiness Tax 

Credits - now and in the future.  

 

You may be surprised to read that admirals and generals are focused on the state’s youngest 

learners. In today’s increasingly connected and unstable world, we are very concerned by the 

number of young people that do not have the skills, aptitude, healthy weight and morals to serve 

our nation in the United States Armed Forces. In Louisiana, 76 percent of young people between 

the ages of 17 to 24 are unqualified to serve. The primary reasons are that they are too poorly 

educated, too overweight, or have a record of crime or drug abuse. 

 

Given these challenges, we support solutions that are research-proven to help students succeed in 

school, stay away from crime, and maintain a healthy weight. Mounting research shows that the 

early years of life are incredibly important for later learning, behaviors, and health. This helps to 

explain why high-quality early education can help children get on the correct path to succeed in 

school, stay on the right side of the law, and achieve a healthy weight. 

 

Over forty percent of Louisiana’s children enter kindergarten already behind, and children who 

begin school behind often remain behind.  This results in higher K-12 education costs, and a 

higher risk of students dropping out of school and becoming involved in crime. High-quality early 

education can reverse these outcomes for low-income children, improving graduation rates by as 

much as 40 percent and lowering the risk of criminal involvement by up to 50 percent. It can 

increase the number of young adults who qualify for military service by providing young children 

with the building blocks of early math, language, reading, and social and emotional skills.  

 

When our youth are not prepared to learn, and become young adults who have no marketable 

skills and are involved in crime, they are also ill-prepared to establish strong families and improve 

the next generation. We cannot continue this downward spiral. 



 

 
StrongNation.org/MissionReadiness 

 

As you make tough decisions on which programs to fund, we urge you to prioritize the Child Care 

Assistance Program, the Pre-K Programs, and the School Readiness Tax Credits. There are many 

good reasons for our state to improve the quality of our early care and education programs, and 

we believe the contribution to our military readiness should make it a top priority. 

 

Very respectfully, 

 

 

 
  

Maynard J. “Sandy” Sanders 
Major General  
U.S. Army, Retired 
Belle Chasse 

David M. Mize 
Major General  
U.S. Marine Corps, Retired 
New Orleans 

Ronald G. Richard 
Major General  
U.S. Marine Corps, Retired 
Baton Rouge 

 
  

John H. “Jake” Korn 
Rear Admiral 
U.S. Coast Guard, Retired 
New Orleans 

Joel R. Whitehead 
Rear Admiral 
U.S. Coast Guard, Retired 
Madisonville 

Thomas E. Beron 
Brigadier General  
U.S. Army, Retired 
Metairie 

 
 

Gary L. Jones 
Brigadier General  
U.S. Army, Retired 
Alexandria 

Owen Monconduit 
Brigadier General 
U.S. Army, Retired 
Pineville 

  

 
 
 
 


