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FORMER MILITARY HUTS IN HAWARDEN ROAD/THE GROVE, 
CATERHAM - Jim Brown 

On 16 August 2016 I was contacted by Councillors Caroline WARNER and 
George DENNIS who wished to learn more about the group of interconnected 
wooden huts between Hawarden Road and The Grove in Caterham on the 
Hill. The Councillors were concerned about the possible historical significance 
in advance of their demolition and my assistance was requested in the 
research. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Google Earth view of the six interconnected huts shows that the two in The 
Grove, at the top left of the photo, are in excellent condition. They are behind 
a locked perimeter fence and are used by the local Sea Cadets of No. 72 
Training Ship ZEPHYR 7.00pm to 9.30pm Tuesdays and Fridays. The three 
lower huts are in Hawarden Road and are disused. 
The long centre block, at right angles to the five blocks, shows signs of 
missing sections of the roof, as does the centre of the three lower huts. This 
lower section is used by The Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment Army 
Cadets, who have temporarily vacated them because of their condition. They 
are signed up with H&S notices warning visitors of potential danger. The site 
is owned by the Defence Infrastructure Organisation (formerly the Ministry of 
Defence). 

 
I initially thought the huts could be part of the 
large number erected on Coulsdon Common in 
1914, but when compared with The Grove and 
Hawarden Road hut complex it can be seen that 
the construction is completely different.  
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I then looked at the OS map for the area, revised 1934, published 1936. 
http://maps.nls.uk/view/101436976 . This view confirmed that there were no 
huts at all in the vicinity of The Grove/Hawarden Road dating from WW1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
However, the OS map for the same area, revised 1943, published 1947, 
http://maps.nls.uk/view/103315285 showed three identical ‘spider’ type hut 
complexes either side of Hawarden Road, as well as a very large number of 
buildings spread over Coulsdon Common.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The maps thus confirm that the Hawarden Road/The Grove interconnected 
huts were constructed between 1938 and 1943.  
Page 21 of the book “The Guards and Caterham – The Soldiers’ Story” 
records that in 1938, with the ensuing war anticipated, six acres at the end of 
The Grove were purchased by the War Office. “Three groups of huts for 
incoming militiamen were erected at the east end of the sports ground – 17 
barrack rooms and ablutions for 340 men.” The 1943 map clearly shows that 
the three ‘spider’ type groups of huts fit this description exactly, catering for 20 
men living in each block. 
Former Colour Sergeant Eddie Jones, Welsh Guards, who was stationed here 
as a recruit in 1949, informed me that the interconnected hut complex 
currently occupied by the Sea Cadets, was then occupied by Weapon 
Training Instructors from all the Guards Regiments. Weapon training was 
carried out on the sports field in front of the block.  The many WW2 buildings 
on Coulsdon Common were still in the process of being dismantled at that 
time, 1949/50.  

http://maps.nls.uk/view/101436976
http://maps.nls.uk/view/103315285
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Out of interest, and referring to the 1943 map, Eddie Jones pointed out the 
use of several of the buildings that were still there in his time. 
The larger block to the immediate left of the tennis court (lower centre of map) 
was the swimming pool and the terrace directly underneath included the Naafi 
stores, barracks stores and education centre. The education centre, on the 
upper floor, is the last known home in the barracks of the army cadets. This 
terrace overlooked the cricket pitch (only the north east corner shown) In the 
terrace to the left of the swimming pool were approx. a dozen married 
quarters for senior sergeants and their wives.  
The blocks to the north of the rounded sports ground, directly opposite the 
stores block, were also married quarters. 
The small blocks surrounding the larger oblong sports ground were drill 
sheds, for use in inclement weather. 
Eddie remained here until 1950, returned 1952 as a Corporal, was promoted 
Sergeant 1954 and then left for duty in Egypt. During those very early 1950s 
the weapon training instructors were in the block between The Grove and 
Hawarden Road, and the two identical blocks to the south of Hawarden Road 
were occupied by K Company of the Scots Guards.  
Because of the layout of the interconnecting huts the inhabitants were known 
as ‘spidermen’. Eddie also informed me that the long centre block of each 
complex was the ablutions block, with washrooms and toilets. He returned to 
the barracks in 1965 and at that time the block formerly occupied by weapon 
training instructors was empty. He eventually left the barracks in 1977. 
Former Master Tailor Warrant Officer II Colin Stocker, joined the Grenadier 
Guards as a Junior Guardsman at Pirbright in 1972 and came to Caterham 
Barracks as a Sergeant in 1986. Later promoted to WOII he remained until 
1992. At that time the huts were occupied by army cadets. He referred me to 
page 166 of “The Guards and Caterham – The Soldiers’ Story”.  This is an 
account by former Captain Richard Henry Piers BUTLER, 7th Viscount 
Mountgarret, of when he entered Caterham Depot as an officer recruit in 
1957. He was commissioned in the Irish Guards in 1957 and retired with the 
rank of Captain in 1964. A keen sportsman he was President of Yorkshire 
Cricket Club from 1984 to 1990. 
He stated he was in the Depot’s final Brigade Squad, based in the Hawarden 
Road huts, under the charge of Sergeant McGOWAN, Scots Guards, “who 
was as hard as they come”. A Brigade Squad consisted of potential officer 
recruits undergoing an eight week course before being considered for 
commissioning at Sandhurst. In those eight weeks the recruits had to reach 
the same standard that the other squads reached in 12 weeks. 
Capt. BUTLER states in the book: 
“One day, about half-way through the course, it came on to snow at night, and 
snow indeed it did. In the morning there must have been upwards of nine 
inches on the ground. Our first parade that day was to have been drill on the 
square, and we were laughing among ourselves knowing how impossible it 
would have been to have any drill in such circumstances. I should say at this 
point that we lived in a Nissen hut with a wooden floor and windows that 
hardly worked.  
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For heating there were two stoves in the centre of the room, about a third of 
the way down from either end. As we were the last Brigade Squad the other 
four huts usually occupied by officer recruits were empty.  We were enjoying 
our thoughts of a snowy reprieve from drill when the door swung open. The 
snow blew in and Sergeant McGOWAN strode in, straight as a ramrod, 
impeccably turned out as always, and with evil in is eyes. ‘Now’, he barked, 
‘you lot think that just because of a little snow there will be no drill parade. 
Well, I have news for you. In one minute you will all be in the next-door hut, 
properly turned out, with not a suggestion of snow on your boots, and we will 
have our drill in there. Last man in will be confined to barracks. MOVE!’ We 
gathered our rifles and fled. 
The drill began in double-quick time, up and down the hut which could not 
have been more than 20 yards long. (In fact each hut measures 70ft 8ins by 
19ft 1ins, so Captain BUTLER was not too far out! ) ‘About turn, left turn, right 
turn, about turn, right turn, left turn’, bellowed Sgt McGowan. Round and 
round the stoves we marched, trying to avoid them, but the speed at which we 
were spun around in all directions proved too much. Finally, and inevitably, 
some of us collided with the stoves, bringing them and their chimney pipes 
crashing to the floor. 
We collapsed into laughter, but on recovering a degree of composure we 
noticed the fierce features of Sgt McGOWAN melting before our eyes, A smile 
crossed his face and, not being able to contain himself with the absurdity of 
the situation, he burst into laughter himself. This blink in the hard and constant 
discipline was a watershed in that it gave us a new perspective on our 
training. Sgt McGOWAN we not only saw as a firm, skilled and demanding 
instructor, but combined with these qualities was the essential degree of 
humanity which, in itself, is a basis of leadership” 
Page 176 of the same book gives an insight into some officer recruits 
occupying the huts in 1959 who were to become high achievers. (This date 
means that the earlier account of Captain BUTLER was incorrect in stating his 
1957 Brigade Squad was the last.) Their chief instructor was Superintending 
Sergeant Peter HORSFALL, who retired in 1980 as Major, MBE, Coldstream 
Guards and then served as Staff Superintendent in the House of Lords for 15 
years. He told me that I could use the following: 
In his autobiography “Hard to Believe Too Old at Sixteen”, and on page 176 of 
“The Guards and Caterham – The Soldiers’ Story” he writes: “Late in 1958, 
towards the end of my tour at the Guards Depot I was told that I was to be one 
of the two sergeants who would train the Brigade Squads forming early in 
1959. There can be no greater honour for a Non-Commissioned Officer than 
to carry out the initial training of those destined to be officers in his own and 
other regiments. In my case the recruits were for six of the seven regiments in 
the Household Division. 
When the new recruits arrived in early January they were formed into two 
squads. Mine were earmarked for the Grenadiers and Coldstream. Those in 
Sergeant RUDD’s squad were for the remaining four regiments. Regrettably 
this format only lasted a few days because, unbeknown to the sergeant in 
charge of each squad, the physical training instructors had established a 
‘tradition’ of taking recruits over the obstacle course in their first week-end at 
the Depot ‘to improve their fitness’. The result was the opposite.  
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At the time the ground was frozen hard and a third of the recruits in the two 
squads involved suffered ankle, leg and foot injuries, some quite bad.  
Within a few days several of the recruits left the Depot for good. Not all of 
these were due to injury, some were simply sickened at the treatment 
received on the obstacle course. As a result of this and other casualties the 
squads were formed into one, and, very unhappily, Sergeant RUDD, the other 
instructor, was returned to normal duties with his Scots Guards company.  
The squad was divided between two terrific Coldstream Trained Soldiers, J. 
FISHER and B. THORPE, in two very old fashioned huts with primitive 
ablutions. To assist with the training were two outstanding Weapon Training 
Instructors, Sergeants ‘Spud’ TAIT and ‘Perry’ MASON; and a first class PT 
Instructor, Sergeant Derek STOKES.  
Any NCO involved in training future officers for his regiment must put out of 
his mind that within a few months the young men he has trained will be 
commanding him in certain situations. I can honestly say that in my case this 
did not influence me in any way and I treated the members of the Brigade 
Squad exactly the same as other recruits. Indeed, at times I found myself 
being tougher with these recruits. This had to be the case if only because 
Brigade Squads had just eight weeks to achieve the same standard as a 
normal squad in 12 weeks. It was no easy task. 
The day consisted of nine periods of 45 minutes, with 15 minutes between 
periods. ‘Horsfall’s Flyers’, as the squad was known throughout the Depot, got 
the nickname because of the speed they were marched around the barracks, 
and the fast clothing changes they had to make between periods. 
At the two-hour ‘shining parades’ each evening in addition to cleaning their kit 
each recruit had to give a five-minute lecturette to his mates on different 
subjects. Recruit HESELTINE excelled at these. His talks were always 
interesting and I sometimes allowed him, and some others, to go on longer 
than the allotted five minutes.  
Recruits were not allowed to walk out until after ‘passing off the square’ during 
the fourth week inspection by the Adjutant. This inspection consisted of foot 
drill and saluting collectively and individually. After the fourth week inspection 
there was the difficult job of selecting four Squad leaders. There were at least 
six really good contenders, including RICKETT and TOLLEMACHE, but in the 
event, in alphabetical order, BRUCE, HESELTINE, MADDEN and WILLS 
were selected. If HESELTINE had not missed so much drill due to a leg injury 
I suspect he would have been the front runner.  
In about week six or seven all the recruits went to Westbury for the Regular 
Commissions Board (RCB). It was a shock when the results came through, 
only one had failed and one a ‘deferred watch’. This was a record that 
possibly stands to this day. 
 I did not believe in taking recruits’ names and marching them in front of the 
Squad Officer. Not only did I think this wasted valuable training time but I did 
not think it helped a potential officer to have black marks on his record so 
early in his service. If the squad was idle I marched it down to the old deserted 
NAAFI in the Fox Lines, where I would drill them in very quick time until 
satisfied that they were all working for ME. As the period went on I would 
dismiss them one at a time as I thought they were up to standard. 
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Among Sergeant HORSFALL’s  recruits were:- 
1. Lord Michael HESELTINE, former Deputy Prime Minister, who was called 
up for National Service in January 1959 and served as a Second Lieutenant in 
the Welsh Guards. He was contacted but stated he could not recognise the 
huts and was unable to assist further. 
2. Lord Timothy John Edward TOLLEMACHE, 5th Baron TOLLEMACHE, who 
was a Lieutenant in the Coldstream Guards. He was contacted and confirmed 
he was there in early 1959. He stated “After I was Commissioned into The 
Coldstream Guards, I was fortunate enough to be chosen to join The 
2nd Battalion in Kenya and not the other two Bns which were stationed in 
Germany and London. On arrival I was introduced to my Platoon of 35 
Guardsmen and to my great surprise (and horror) my first Platoon Sergeant 
was no less than…..Sgt Horsfall who I had last seen at Caterham. I do not 
know who saluted more smartly but I suspect it was me. We have been 
friends ever since.  
I do not think I can add anything more than the excellent description written by 
Captain Butler other than to tell you that Sergeant  Horsfall wrote an 
autobiography which may shed light on your researches 
Kind regards  Lord Tollemache” 
3. John SKEFFINGTON, Grenadier Guards, now Viscount MASSEREENE 
and FERRARD (In 1956, on the death of his father, Skeffington had become 
13th Viscount Massereene and Baron of Loughneagh, 6th Viscount Ferrard 
and Baron Oriel of Collon in Ireland and Baron Oriel of Ferrard in the United 
Kingdom.) I was unable to contact him, or Peter JOHNSON, Colonel in the 
Scots Guards and serving as a Gentleman-at-Arms.  
5. Major Michael Thomas Noel Hamilton (Tom) WILLS, Coldstream Guards, 
an officer in the Queen’s Bodyguard of the Yeoman of the Guard, who ran a 
large estate in Gloucestershire. He replied “I have little recollection of our 
surroundings at Caterham Barracks. We never had time to take it in as we 
were “rifted” around in quick time for the whole of the eight weeks we were 
there! Sorry not to be of more help.” 
6. Brigadier Johnny RICKETT, who commanded the 1st Battalion Welsh 
Guards in the Falklands. He was contacted and replied: 
“I entered the Guards Depot as a recruit in January 1959. I had been called up 
for my National Service and had been accepted by RHQ Welsh Guards to join 
the Brigade Squad at Caterham. As you probably know the Brigade Squads 
were formed every so often for recruiting potential officers. They carried out 
exactly the same level of training as anyone else at the Depot, but somewhat 
naturally (in those days) they were given a much harder time than the recruits 
in the Regimental squads! 
I remember arriving at the Guardroom and being yelled at by the Sergeant of 
the Guard to follow a recruit who had set off at the double! A while later and 
covered in sweat I remember being told to pack up my civilian clothes and 
send them home. I was given paper and string so to do, although I had to pay 
for the stamps! I think that was one of the most unhappy moments of my life, 
as one realised that the connection with the civilian life outside had been cut. 
The two huts, which you have referred to, became our home for the next eight 
weeks. I think they were stained brown in colour then, but I may be wrong. 
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However I don't remember the rusty Nissen hut, although it must have been 
there. They were miserably cold and we were around 10 recruits to each hut, 
presided over by a Guardsman, whom we addressed as "Trained Soldier". He 
was our mentor, guardian angel, disciplinarian et al. He taught us everything 
from cleaning our boots, our kit in general to our rifles and even how not to 
shave, as if you left any soap on your face, you could be put on a charge of 
"Dirty flesh!" He also allocated the fatigues for us to carry out. (I seemed to 
have been given cleaning the latrines more often than not!)  
As far as I remember the ablution block consisted of urinals, individual latrines 
and wash basins. I cannot remember the exact layout; the only thing I can 
really remember was that many of us used the lights, (they had pretty dim 
bulbs) in the ablutions hut so that we could polish our boots, which never 
seemed to be up to standard, after Lights Out in our sleeping huts, which was 
at 2200 hrs sharp. There was always somebody outside who checked and the 
Trained Soldier would himself have got into trouble if we abused this. 
As regards the layout of the sleeping accommodation, there were six 
Coldstream and four Welsh Guards recruits plus the Trained Soldier's bunk 
within our hut. (There were four Scots Guards, two Grenadiers and three 
Household Cavalry recruits plus another Coldstream Trained Soldier in the 
other hut). Our Trained Soldier slept in the far right hand corner of hut no 7 
with his locker beside the bed against the wall of the hut. The remainder of us 
all had lockers in between the beds all round the hut.  
There was one pot stove in the middle of the hut, which gave out appalling 
coal gas smells, but at least it produced some heat! Some way to the left of 
the Ablutions Block was the Admin Block where Captain Trevor DAWSON, 
Scots Guards and Sgt NASH, Grenadier Guards, the chief clerk, hung out. 
(These were the huts facing Hawarden Road) 
Our Trained Soldier was called THORPE and he was in the Coldstream 
Guards. He was a very fair man and we all respected him greatly. Our Squad 
Instructor was called Sergeant HORSFALL, also from the Coldstream Guards. 
He was an excellent man, whom we feared greatly but at the same time 
respected enormously.  
He was later commissioned and is a very great friend of mine, whom I see 
quite often, although he is getting quite old now (I am 77 now after all!).  
I could have sworn in those days that he had a mirror inside the peak of his 
forage cap, because if one of us moved when we were standing at attention 
and he was facing the other way, he would immediately come up behind the 
individual concerned, shouting into his year "You fly.....!". The whole squad 
would then be "rifted" as a lesson to everyone not to be "fly".  
Being “rifted” is a most unpleasant punishment and consists of being marched 
around and around in incredibly quick time, so that you can hardly keep up - 
woe betide you if you cannot!  
We were allowed to visit the NAAFI on certain occasions in the evening for a 
short time, otherwise we lived in our huts when we were not training; which 
consisted of PT, masses of drill, weapon training and the Assault Course. On 
one or two occasions we were briefed on what to expect at the War Office 
Selection Board (WOSB).  
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We had our meals (messed) with the Irish Guards as their cookhouse was the 
nearest to our huts. We soon learnt to fend for ourselves and grab what we 
could immediately on arrival, as otherwise we would have starved very 
quickly! 
At the end of our fourth week after we had "passed off the Square" we were 
given a 48 Hour weekend pass.  I remember feeling incredibly proud wearing 
my uniform outside the Barrack gates for the first time. Life continued in the 
same vein for our remaining four weeks except we were sent away in groups 
for three days to attend the WOSB at a place called Barton Stacey in 
Hampshire. Those of us who passed, then went on to Mons Officer Cadet 
School in Aldershot and later were lucky enough to be commissioned. 
Our final passing out parade at Caterham was a proud affair for us all. We had 
somehow survived the very tough training and had come through it. We took 
our Squad Instructor, PT and Weapon Training Instructors and Trained 
Soldiers out to a wonderful farewell dinner. I remember we gave T/S THORPE 
an air rifle, which was what he wanted. He started "potting" at everything and 
anybody it seemed. History does not relate what happened to him or his air 
rifle! 
Michael HESELTINE was a recruit with us. It must have been much harder for 
him as he was 27 or 28 (he had been able to delay his National Service) while 
we were all 18 or so. I see him sometimes as he lives comparatively close by. 
We have remained good friends as indeed all of us have. We have reunion 
dinners every five years in London, which are always the greatest fun. Peter 
HORSFALL is always our guest of honour.” 
 
I spoke to Major Peter HORSFALL by phone and he gave permission for me 
to use his following photo.   
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SEA AND ROYAL MARINES CADETS 
A visit to a meeting of the Sea & Royal Marines Cadets of T.S. Zephyr on 13 
September 2016 proved interesting.  

 
Their Commanding 
Officer, Royal Marines 
Sergeant John WOOD, 
gave me full access to 
their part of the 
complex, together with 
details of its history. 
They were originally 
formed 19 August 1942 
and based in huts on 
Coulsden Common, 
just outside the main 
Caterham Guards 
Depot.  
 

The original members of T.S. Zephyr, in front of the barrack wall in 1942. 
A Royal Marines Cadet detachment was included within the Sea Cadets in 
1955 and girls were formed as a Nautical Training Corps in 1984. The girls 
finally merged into T.S. Zephyr in 1992. There are currently 50 Sea and Royal 
Marines Cadets in T.S. Zephyr, with 10 staff instructors and administrators.  
They moved into their present home on 15 November, 1996, replacing the 
Public Service Employees (PSE), who were the Guards Depot gardeners and 
maintenance staff. 
During my visit I was very impressed with the sound condition of the buildings, 
their cleanliness and overall appearance. I was also extremely impressed with 
the drill of the cadets, their smartness and attention to detail. It was clear that 
sensible discipline was the order of the day. They were also preparing for an 
official visit from the Lord Lieutenant of Surrey in the next 10 days. 
I was told that each of the original huts consisted of a large single room and 
Sgt John WOOD informed me that the centre derelict hut on the Hawarden 
Road side of the complex was still as a single room. However, it was in  poor 
condition with the floorboards, sides and roof rotting.  
He explained the reason for the MoD preventing access to the buildings was 
because a trespasser had entered one of the huts when the gate and hut door 
were left unlocked, and had been injured when a rotting floorboard collapsed. 
He was in the process of attempting to sue the MoD over this, hence the 
current locked fencing.  
Sgt WOOD also explained that the long centre ablution hut contained a 
number of WC cubicles and washbasins. Captain M. REES, Quartermaster of 
the Surrey Army Cadet Force, informed me that, as far as he could remember, 
when the army cadets temporarily moved out the ablution block contained a 
tiled shower room and holes where toilets once were, but most of it was 
blocked off. 
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The Sea & Royal Marines Cadet huts had been converted to contain a 
number of offices and rooms, several with shipboard names, and Sgt WOOD 
allowed me to take photos of the unit. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The left side of No.7 hut, with the ablutions block in the background 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Showing the derelict roof of the ablutions block 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The left side of No.7 Hut, the centre information plaque and right-hand 
No.2 Hut 
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An interior office (Senior Ratings Mess & Ward Room) and the Galley 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A lecture room (Mess Deck) and the top corridor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The west No. 7 hut and east No. 2 hut corridors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The training ship badge 
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These views of the Quarterdeck, the largest room in T.S. Zephyr and 
used for parades, gives the best impression of what the original hut 
would have looked like. This room, measuring 39ft by 19ft, takes up over 
half of the hut and would have led directly into the centre ablution hut as 
well as having two exits to the outside. 
 
This very active and efficient Unit will almost certainly remain on site after the 
Hawarden Road huts have been demolished, and they have plans to extend 
the buildings with a centre identical one. The current large Quarterdeck room 
is too small for drills and parades when family and visitors are present, 
especially during a VIP visit and inspection, so the intention is to construct a 
large single roomed Quarterdeck in the centre and convert the current 
Quarterdeck into classrooms, as shown in the following plans: 
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(The top storage area previously led directly into the ablutions block) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Current layout and the proposed one. 
 
 

One interesting personality once involved with the 
hut complex is Admiral Sir Charles Henry 
Lawrence WOODHOUSE, KCB, who retired 15 
August 1950. He lived locally and was the 
President of the Sea & Marine Cadets from 1972 
until he sadly died in Warlingham on 23 September 
1978. 
He was the Captain of HMS Ajax during the 
famous Battle of the River Plate in December 1939. 
This was the first naval battle of World War Two 
and the first in the Battle of the Atlantic in South 
American waters.  

The German cruiser Admiral Graf Spee had been located in the South Atlantic 
well before the war and had been commerce raiding after the war began in 
September 1939. One of the hunting groups sent by the British Admiralty to 
search for Graf Spee, comprising HMS Exeter, Ajax and Achilles, found and 
engaged their quarry off the estuary of the River Plate, close to the coast of 
Argentina and Uruguay in South America. 
In the ensuing battle Exeter was severely damaged and forced to retire, and 
Ajax and Achilles suffered moderate damage. The Graf Spee was critically 
damaged as her fuel system was crippled. She was shadowed by Ajax and 
Achilles until she entered the port of Montevideo, the capital of neutral 
Uruguay, but when the captain was told his stay could not be extended 
beyond 72 hours, he scuttled his damaged ship and committed suicide, rather 
than face what he believed to be an overwhelming British superior force. 
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THE ARMY CADETS 
Major Anthony Jacques MC, Surrey ACF Battalion, The Princess of Wales’s 
Royal Regiment informed me that: 
“The 3rd/4th (Cadet) Battalion of the Queens Royal Regiment came into being 
during major cadet reorganisation after the Second World War. In 1951 they 
had detachments at Russell School, Addington , Croydon, Coulsdon, Purley, 
CATERHAM, Wallington, Warlingham and Lanfranc School. 
But the Caterham Army Cadet Force is not a stand alone organisation, it is a 
detachment with Surrey ACF which has always been badged as the County 

regiment. Thus (having been Queen's Royal Surreys 
from the mid-1950s) they became attached to The 
Queen's Regiment in 1963   (Surreys merged with the 
Middlesex, the Sussex regiment and the Buffs),  and 
from 1993 this became The Princess of Wales's Royal 
Regiment (PWRR).   We all wear that cap badge to this 
day. 

At present, due partly to the premises problem, and partly to staffing issues, 
the Caterham detachment is not functioning, but the cadets who would parade 
there are going to Redhill. There is a core of Caterham cadets making this trip 
twice a week, and once the accommodation side is sorted out, it is planned to 
return and have a proper Caterham detachment again. The Caterham 
detachment occupied the huts in question in 1969.” 
The huts on the Hawarden Road side of the complex, were occupied by Army 
Cadets between 1969 and the present. They used to have a building at the 
back of the Barracks, on the other side of Green Lane, just on the Rifle 
Range, but that building was demolished before work started on The Village 
development.  They also occupied the Education Centre, as stated earlier. 
The rusty corrugated iron Nissen hut with the wood door, on the right, is 
identical to those I saw in Southampton Parks during the war, occupied by 
American servicemen prior to D-Day. 
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The ablutions block is in the 
background. Although this block 
and the centre hut both appear 
neglected and derelict, the west 
hut appears sound and in  
good order. 
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On the morning of Thursday 3 November, I was present at the conclusion of a 
site meeting with the contractors charged with demolishing some of the 
structures.  Present were Mr Toni J. BELCHER, Estates Officer for SERFCA 
(Supporting Reserve Forces and Cadets in the South East), Captain QM 
Martin REES, responsible for the Caterham Army Cadets and Councillor 
George DENNIS. 
I was informed that the west hut will be preserved and refurbished and the 
remaining two huts, ablutions hut and metal nissen hut all demolished. This 
will make the area safe for the army cadets. The Caterham Army Cadets will 
take their hut back into use once the site work has been completed, hopefully 
by February 2017. I was then assisted in taking the following photos: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The interior of the boarded up centre hut (to be demolished) 
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The interior of the right-hand east hut (to be demolished) 
This shows how the interior of the five huts would have been when they were 
the living quarters of army personnel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The boiler room at the west 
end of the ablutions block 
(To be demolished) 
 
 
 
The ablutions block was heaving boarded up and said to be too dangerous to 
enter because of its condition. 
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The boarded link between the west 
hut and the ablutions block on the 
left. (To be demolished) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Both sides of the east side metal Nissen hut (To be demolished) 
 

 
This hut complex, most certainly built in 1938/39, housed the following over 
the decades:- 

(a) Conscripted Guardsman who fought in the war, many of them paying 
the ultimate price. 

(b) Weapon Training Instructors from all the Guards Regiments 
(c) Brigade Squads, i.e. recruits thought to be officer material. Among 

them were many destined to be very senior Army officers and/or 
distinguished individuals. 

(d) Public Service Employees (PSE) who were the Guards Depot 
gardeners and maintenance staff. 

(e) Army, Sea and Royal Marines cadets, both of whom remain on site. 
This article, produced as a result of the original request from Councillors 
WARNER and DENNIS, is now the only detailed account of the soon to be 
partially demolished sole remaining WW2 temporary military building in 
Caterham. It will be copied to those who participated in the research, as well 
as The Bourne History Society and East Surrey Family History Society, who 
both hold numerous local historical records for this part of Surrey. 
 
James W.M. Brown. 
November, 2016 


