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Text RAY SO

One day, teams of lumberjacks
enter the area and start logging.

For every tree being cut down, a
lumberjack earns $99 and there’s a
cost of $99 as well due to the
increase in CO2 and the destruction
o f a n i m a l s ’ h a b i t a t .

You are missing the point if you
think the lumberjack gets nothing
($99 - $99 =$0 ) and conclude that
he won’t cut any tree at all.

The key point here is, the earning
of the $99 is solely captured by the
lumberjack, while the cost of $99 is
shared by the whole human
p o p u l a t i o n .

To him, the net gain in cutting
down a tree is $99 – $99/N (where
N is the human population), which
i s a l m o s t $ 9 9 .

Imagine the following: there’s a
button. For every time you push it,
you gain $99 and lose $1. And you
can push it for infinite number of
t i m e s . D o i t o r n o t ?

Sure, an effortless $98! Hooray!
Poverty will perish from then on
and everyone will be better off!

You might think this is simply
nonsense. But wait a minute—
s u c h a r i d i c u l o u s t h i n g i s
happening every single minute in
every corn er of the wor ld .

Hard to believe? Let’s see the
following example: suppose there’s
a huge rainforest with valuable
hard wood and rich biodiversity.

The Tragic Truth
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So no lumberjack will ever stop logging,
just as people will never cease pushing
the button for the net gain of $98.

Such is the tragedy.

A real tragedy when we realise that the
above argument applies to almost all
e n v i r o n m e n t a l p r o b l e m s .

Will fishermen stop catching sharks?
No way, said the fishermen. Gains from
selling shark fins are exclusively for them
but the loss of shark species and the
resultant ecological impacts are borne by
t h e w h o l e h u m a n p o p u l a t i o n .

Will people stop getting plastic bags?
Of course not when the convenience is
enjoyed solely by the individual and the
pollution caused by one additional bag
a f f e c t s t h e w h o l e p o p u l a t i o n .

It follows that tons after tons of plastic
bags are dumped and species after
species of sharks are exterminated,
just as forests after forests are cleared.

People are smart, but not clever
enough to be wise. Clever for they
make progressive advances in science
and technologies. But stupid for they
keep on being selfish, only doing
things they think yield the biggest
b e n e f i t s f o r t h e m s e l v e s .

Ever advancing technologies without
the parallel building up of wisdom to
make good use of them will simply
lead to a world of disequilibrium, a
world on the edge of self-destruction.

Doom’s day’s coming. Highly probable
if people keep on living the way they
do. If you still have a heart and care
about the world you’re living in, don’t
just calculate cost-benefit for yourself.
Please do some calculations for our
e n v i r o n m e n t .

Issues can be found at http://web.hku.hk/~elsshku.
Please feel free to express your comment or discuss
on the issue @ our society forum
chit-chat.fun.

Upcoming event

E-magazine Volume 1 is published,
with soft-copy being sent by emails
and uploaded to the society website.

Superpass Dinner 2 will be held on
23/4 (thu), 6.30pm at 權發海發飯店.
Do come and join us!


