THE ART OF SURVIVAL: CANESSA GALLERY TURNS FIFTY
by Carolyn Miller

I

t sits on one of the oldest and most storied streets
in San Francisco, on what was once the shore of
San Francisco Bay: a quirky survivor of a building jammed in next to other survivors. It rests on mud
and fill and the remnants of sailing ships. Along with
its neighbor, the Belli Building, it survived the Great
Earthquake of 1906 and the mania for urban highrises. On its ornate white-brick façade and beneath its
bracketed cornice is a sign in large gold letters: Canessa
Printing Company.
The ground floor is home to Bocadillos, an elegant
little Spanish restaurant. But if you enter the narrow
green door to the right of the restaurant entrance and
climb the worn wooden stairs, you will discover a neighborhood gem, Canessa Gallery.
Zach Stewart, architect, landscape designer, environmentalist, and political activist, began running the
gallery in 1966, after the Canessa Printing Company
closed and his architectural firm moved into the space.
Because their offices were upstairs, this left the large,
open space downstairs free. The firm was interested
in designing parks, so it seemed natural to show the
photographs of the well-known nature photographer
Philip Hyde on the big, empty walls. After this first
show, Stewart continued to host shows there. In doing
so, he restored the street’s artistic heritage, for the
ground floor was once the site of the Black Cat Café, a
notorious haunt of bohemian and Beat artists, writers,
and poets, with a mixed straight and gay crowd. Next

Zach Stewart, who has kept the gallery going since 1966, with writer Mark Bittner. 

door was a warren of studios for such famous artists
as Maynard Dixon, Ralph Stackpole, Frida Kahlo,
and Diego Rivera. Today, the Transamerica Pyramid
intermittently shadows the Canessa building like the
gnomon on a sundial, but before that it was the site
of the famous Montgomery Block, a haven for writers
including Mark Twain, Bret Harte, Ambrose Bierce,
and Robert Louis Stevenson and, during the thirties, as
many as seventy-five New Deal artists.
Today, Canessa Gallery keeps the rich artistic tradition of upper Montgomery Street alive by providing
space for artists to show their work. In a time when
many traditional galleries have closed or are closing
because their buildings have been sold or rented to
high-tech companies, Canessa Gallery operates on a
shoestring as a nonprofit. Exhibiting artists are asked
to contribute to the running of the place, but the gallery takes no percentage of any sales. A small band of
volunteers helps keep the place afloat, as does the rental
income from three large-windowed offices and several
open-desk spaces and cubbyholes. At night, Canessa
regularly hosts poetry readings, lectures, and various
kinds of cultural and community meetings.
Over its fifty years of existence, Canessa has
shown work by a whopping six hundred artists. Some

All photos (c) Julie Jaycox

went on to achieve wide recognition, such as Trudy
Myrrh Reagan, Mokhtar Pak, John Mattos, and Chico
MacMurtrie. To both well-known and not-so-wellknown artists, Canessa has been a godsend. It’s not a
traditional gallery that signs artists onto its list of talent and promotes their work to collectors who follow
the gallery circuit—thus Zach’s warning to every new
exhibitor that “no one will come to your show, and no
one will buy your work” (though people do come to
the shows, and artists do sell work). Instead, it’s the
kind of gallery that allows “artists-for-life,” the focus of
Canessa’s mission, to hang their work on the old brick
walls, and to invite their friends and neighbors and First
Friday art walkers and people on the Canessa mailing
list to see their work in conversation with itself or with
that of other artists.
When you walk up the rickety stairs to the second
floor of the Canessa Building, you enter a room that
was once inhabited by huge printing presses along one
wall. The fir floor is original, but the brick walls were
rebuilt with new and quake-damaged bricks after the
second floor fell down in the Great Quake. The building has been retrofitted against future tremors, but the
small brass fittings that swing out from the walls are
still-working gaslights. Natural light pours down from
the skylight high in the rafters. On warm days, the
wooden floor beads with oil from the long-gone printing presses. The high, open room smells like old wood
and old brick and the passage of time, and it’s quiet,
with the serenity of a long-time survivor of history, and
the room is host to sculpture or the walls are hung with
paintings or prints or drawings or photographs, the
fruition of one or more artists’ creativity and belief in
the power and meaning of art.
Carolyn Miller is a poet and painter who has lived in San
Francisco since 1970. She most recently showed her work
at Canessa Gallery in June, with photographers Richard
Zimmerman and Julie Jaycox.
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CANESSA FIFTIETH
ANNIVERSARY PARTY,
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9,
6 TO 9 PM
In September, Canessa Gallery celebrates its
fiftieth anniversary with a fundraiser featuring
work donated by artists who have shown here
in the past. Tickets for the opening reception
on Friday, September 9, from 6 to 9 PM, will
be available at the door for a donation of $20. A
silent auction of the exhibited artworks will be
held during the reception, with a minimum bid
of $100 and an outright purchase price of $200
per artwork. Wine and appetizers will be served.
Come and help us celebrate and support this
jewel of a nonprofit neighborhood gallery.

PRESIDENT'S
CORNER

THD President Stan Hayes’s summary of the Hill Dwellers’
accomplishments in the past fiscal year appears on pp. 10-11
of the Summer Semaphore. Here’s his brief additional
report on one key issue the THD Board is following.

T

he developer of a multi-unit residential project
at 115 Telegraph Hill Boulevard has elected
to move ahead despite an ongoing appeal of
a lower court decision in April that failed to block the
project. On June 6, representatives of the developers
held a meeting at the Italian Athletic Club to discuss
their construction plans. Developer representatives
stated that construction, including excavation of the

UPDATE ON 115 TELEGRAPH HILL BOULEVARD
hillside adjoining the Filbert Steps for a thirty-foot
deep garage, will begin within two to three months.
A large and contentious crowd confronted the
developer representatives with numerous questions
regarding their plans for managing truck traffic and
other construction impacts, and demanding more
detailed information about those impacts. Given that
one of the conditions for approval of the project
imposed by the Board of Supervisors and City agencies
is neighborhood consultation, local residents questioned whether sufficient information was being provided for that to occur.
In a follow-up comment letter to the developer,
THD President Stan Hayes challenged the developer’s
permitting strategy with the City, stating THD’s concern
that it “would allow construction [excavation and shoring] to commence prior to the City’s approval of the site

permit.” Further, “key information required for informed
and meaningful neighborhood consultation was not
provided.” Under the project’s conditions of approval,
“neighbors need and are entitled to sufficient information to evaluate the adequacy of the project sponsor’s
construction management plan,” along with other details
the developer representatives were not ready to provide.
Hayes reminded them that “such consultation must be
completed before construction is initiated.”
Developer representatives stated that an additional
meeting would be held once further more detailed
calculations were done. In his letter, Hayes urged the
developer to commit not just to one additional meeting,
but to holding “any additional meetings necessary for
full and meaningful neighborhood consultation.”
No date has been scheduled for the next neighborhood meeting.

The view that would be blocked by the proposed condo project. 
Photo © Stan Hayes.
[Inset] Architects’ rendering of the proposed 3-unit condo project from the rear.

ERRATA: Our apologies to the late Mohandas K.
Gandhi, whose name was misspelled in our Spring
issue. Also to Larry Habegger, author of “Saving
Grace’s Garden,” whose credit line should have read:
Adapted by Telegraph Hill writer and publisher
Larry Habegger from a work in progress, “Grace
Marchant and Her Famous Garden: A Life on
Telegraph Hill..” For more of Larry’s books, see
TravelersTales.com.
Larry also noted that the tall shingled building pictured on the right at the bottom of p. 7 is 261-265
Filbert, not Grace Marchant’s home at 222 Filbert.
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DISTRICT 3
SUPERVISOR
REPORT
by Aaron Peskin

W

e’ve been busier than ever at City Hall. It’s
budget and ballot season, on top of our
robust legislative agenda. Here’s a bit of
what’s been going on under The Dome:

Post-Election Gratitude & Reflections
The June 8 election results have been certified, with
some notable victories deserving of reflection and recognition. As someone who was propelled back into public
service by a groundswell of grassroots support, I want
to thank you all for continuing to be engaged and working to steer San Francisco back into balance. Pundits
predicted that the June election would be marked by a
low voter turnout, even with a presidential primary, but
instead San Franciscans doubled down on local offices
and measures at the ballot box and we had extraordinary
turnout. Folks like you volunteered, spread the word, and
voted in unprecedented numbers. Thank you.
At the top of the pack is the inspiring come-frombehind victory of my colleague Jane Kim in her bid for
State Senate, buoyed by a strong message that we need
a representative in Sacramento who will continue to
fight for everyday people and not be beholden to bigmonied interests. Of course the June election was only
a primary and she will have to run again this November,
so stay tuned…
The other heavy hitter this election cycle was
Proposition C, authored by Supervisor Kim and myself.
This measure enables the Board of Supervisors to
increase the amount of affordable housing that private
developers are required to include in new residential projects, right now from 12% to 25%, and potentially more
if the affordable units are off-site. Proposition C passed
with 68% of the vote in June and has set a groundbreak-

FOLLOWING THE JUNE ELECTION
ing standard for affordability requirements, proving once
again that San Francisco is the city that knows how.

Reform Democrats & Inspiring Women
Perhaps most exciting this election cycle is the
amazing showing of our Reform Democrats slate, which
took 15 seats out of 24 on the local Democratic County
Central Committee (DCCC), the governing body of the
San Francisco Democratic Party. A host of fresh grassroots faces, including a unified “Inspiring Women” slate,
collectively ran a positive campaign centered on independent reforms. Voters sent a strong message that public
servants should be held to the highest ethical standards
and should represent the best interests and core values
of our constituents (for instance, the chair of the local
Democratic Party shouldn’t be the chief lobbyist for the
San Francisco Board of Realtors). There is already talk
of critical changes like campaign finance reforms that the
DCCC will consider at the start of our new session later
this summer. I look forward to serving with this newly
energized group and helping to lay the groundwork for
November’s critical Presidential election, as well as elections for half a dozen local Supervisors’ races (including
my own re-election).

November Is Coming…
I’m also proposing some initiatives for your consideration on this November’s ballot.
I have introduced a Housing Preservation bond
that would expand the uses of the largely unspent
1992 voter-approved Seismic Safety bond to allow for
acquisition, rehabilitation, and preservation of at-risk
housing throughout San Francisco. I have also introduced a Charter Amendment that would create a new
Housing & Development Commission to oversee three
critical departments whose combined budgets largely
operate with little public oversight: the Mayor’s Office
of Housing & Community Development, the Mayor’s

Office of Economic & Workforce Development, and
the City’s Real Estate Department. Finally, I have put a
campaign finance reform measure on the ballot to restrict
Candidate-Controlled General Purpose Committees
from amassing unlimited “soft” money to fuel negative
campaign attacks and otherwise be used as slush funds
for politicians.
In addition, my office has been working closely
with my friend and former colleague State Senator
Mark Leno to fix a host of troubling issues we have
with Gov. Jerry Brown’s “By Right Housing Approvals”
budget trailer bill. At best, the Governor’s bill is a blunt,
one-size-fits-all approach to development and land use
policy in California. At worst it is a developer giveaway
that sacrifices our time-honored local processes which
have succeeded in securing concessions from developers, including contributions to affordable housing and
neighborhood infrastructure. Senator Leno has been
working feverishly during this legislative session to
ensure that San Francisco, with its distinctive and critical housing issues, is not shortchanged and gets the best
deal possible. I’m grateful for his advocacy and willingness to stand up for our city.
There’s much, much more, including our efforts to
move citywide Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) legislation, formula retail controls to protect small businesses,
finally implementing the Legacy Business program,
Single Resident Occupancy (SRO) Hotel protections,
and our recent unanimous victory approving stronger
Short Term Rental (STR) enforcement requirements.
(A side note: AirBnB has decided to sue its hometown
city rather than abide by the very law it helped draft and
pass!) Never a dull moment ‘round here.
See you around the neighborhood, and don’t hesitate to contact me if I can be of assistance at 415-5547450 or aaron.peskin@sfgov.org.

WELCOME TO OUR NEW BOARD MEMBERS!
Katie Hopkins: An advertising
job brought me to San Francisco in
1998 from the Midwest and I knew
right away this was home. I’ve always
lived on the Hill and over the years
I’ve taken advantage of its gardens,
coffee shops, great food and fabulous
people. In 2008, I thought I’d give something back... I
joined the board of THD to make a difference in our
paradise and served 3 years as Corresponding Secretary.
Now I’m back to protect what we have, and to aspire to
what we can be. I will also provide a voice for us long
time renters. When not hard at work I’m often seen
around San Francisco, being walked by a variety of
deliriously happy dogs or covered in dirt in a garden.
Natalie Parker: My job as
the principal clarinetist of the San
Francisco Ballet Orchestra is what
brought me to San Francisco almost
five years ago, and I have to say, love
brought me to North Beach. My
partner and I met at Columbus Café
on Green Street on a Valentines evening over two years
ago. Three months later we moved into our apartment
on Grant Avenue, on one of the busiest blocks in the
entire neighborhood, if not the whole city. As a musician and a creative, I love the energy that pulses through
this neighborhood. North Beach truly has a personality
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all its own. I love the local galleries and their artists that
congregate at Caffè Trieste every day, the fascinating
stories of residents who have lived here for decades, and
in general, the determined, freespirited, and doggedly
protective sense of this community and its inhabitants.
In that sense, I think of North Beach as a village family,
and Telegraph Hill as its child. We have something so
special here: an oasis of life and culture in the middle of
a city that is drastically changing practically by the day.
I am proud and honored to be a part of this team of
people who care so much about the preservation of our
neighborhood and its distinct, beautiful, and increasingly unique way of life.
Don Raichle is originally from
Seattle, Washington, but has lived in
Northern California since 1985. The
last 25 years he has been a Kearny
Street resident on Telegraph Hill. He
is a Landscape Architect / Urban
Designer specializing in community,
hospitality, and recreation design and planning. In addition to working throughout the U.S. and overseas,
Don has been involved in a number of San Francisco
projects, including the Embarcadero Waterfront Design
Guidelines and the Open Space Guidelines for the new
Transbay Terminal. After years of watching the evolution of the neighborhood he’s very excited to be getting
involved with the work THD is doing to preserve the

integrity of Telegraph Hill and its surroundings. Don’s
particularly interested in participating in the Planning &
Zoning Committee and joining in their efforts to ensure
that new development and public “improvements” meet
the neighborhood’s needs and expectations in terms of
appropriateness, function, and quality of design.
Mary Ann Scanlan grew up in
Stockton, California, and moved to
San Francisco in 1990. Taken in at
once by the small-town community
and fantastic vistas everywhere, she
soon made her home on Telegraph
Hill in North Beach, and has resided
here ever since. Professionally, she has worked as a
court reporter in San Francisco’s city government, and
elsewhere, for over 25 years—including with the San
Francisco Superior Court—and she currently operates
a small private firm here in the City. Her own artistic
passions include street photography: an avid portraitist,
she has been featured in numerous neighborhood art
shows, with some of her work hanging in Caffè Trieste,
where she’s often been the annual Children’s Portrait
photographer. Between her vocations and her passions,
Mary Ann is an informed and enthusiastic Hill activist
and neighbor. She can be found at any number of Giants
games, and is beginning to feel very at home, now, as part
of the THD board.
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WRITE A LIMERICK!

WIN A JAR OF HONEY!
In our Spring issue we announced Telegraph Hill beekeeper Kate McGee’s generous offer:
“I was hoping the Hill could have a limerick contest; the top three winners would get a jar of
honey and their limericks published in the next Semaphore. Limericks should be Hill related
— people, places, or things.”
Poets of Telegraph Hill, where are you? Only three entries have come in so far. So we’re
extending the deadline. Send us your limerick by September 24 and you could be a lucky winner! Unclear on the concept? Here’s a sample:

A tourist in Washington Square
Wondered why “Don’t Feed Pigeons! Beware!”
Till he lifted his hand which
Had just held a sandwich
And found it contained only air.
Want to be a winner? E-mail your limerick to semaphore@thd.org by September 24.
Photo © Judy Irving

SEMAPHORE BULLETIN BOARD
IT’S AUGUST — DON’T GO AWAY!

HOUSING OPTIONS WORKSHOPS

Washington Square Park is the place for FREE outdoor “only in San
Francisco” pop-up events.

NEXT Village SF, a nonprofit that helps seniors to age in place, announces
its fall Housing Options Workshop Series with a focus on Housing in
Community: CCRC, Affordable Housing, NORCs
August 28, September 25, October 23, 1:30-4:30 PM, Tel Hi Neighborhood Ctr.
COST: $45 for each trio of Workshops. No one will be turned away for lack
of funds, but please contact event organizers for details. Jonee Levy
jlevy@nextvillagesf.org (415-754-8622) or Janet Crane jcrane@f-sc.
com (415-398-4094)
Hold the date for NEXT Village SF’s Second Annual Community
Halloween party, Sunday, October 30, at the SF Art Institute. Special
Guest to be announced soon! info@nextvillagesf.org, (415-888-2868)
Sponsorships available now.

Sunday, August 12: Find a seat on the grass for SCHOOLED, this year’s show
by the Tony Award-winning San Francisco Mime Troupe. Since l970
this local collective has staged melodramas, spy thrillers, musical comedies, epic histories, sitcoms, & cartoon epics in our park, throughout
the City, & beyond. Music starts at 1:30 PM & SCHOOLED at 2:30.
Saturday, August 20: Dust off your dancing shoes for the San Francisco
Italian Athletic Club’s annual Festa Coloniale Italiana on Stockton
Street between Filbert & Union. From 11 AM to 7 PM, enjoy a day of
family fun including live performers, Italian food & vendors, wine tasting, & a Pizza Toss by Tony’s Pizza.
Saturday, August 27: Bring a picnic (but no chairs, please) for the SF
Neighborhood Theater Foundation’s Film Night in the Park, presented
by Wells Fargo. LOST IN TRANSLATION (2003) will be screened at
dusk. Dress warmly!

v

v

v

v

v

THE JOB FORUM
offers Free Job Search meetings that can jumpstart your job search or
get you out of the career doldrums. Sponsored by the San Francisco
Chamber of Commerce, The Job Forum provides job search networking and career support to professional job seekers in the San
Francisco Bay Area.
The Job Forum
235 Montgomery St., Mezzanine conference room
Every Wednesday evening, 6:30-8:30 PM
thejobforum.org
Free for job seekers

v

v

v

v

v

GROW YOUR COMFORT ZONE
Ever considered helping the homeless in a safe and friendly environment?
Why not join us for one of our monthly dinners at SS. Peter and Paul Church?
Dinners are held 5:00 PM the last Sunday of each month. The next three are
Sunday, August 28; Sunday, September 25; and Sunday, October 30.
Volunteers are asked to arrive by 3:30, and we request that you contact us
first to let us know you are planning to help.
Call Marc Bruno, 415-421-0809 (Church), or email marcabruno@yahoo.com.
Thanks for all you do for those in need!
St. Vincent de Paul needs new and used blankets. Your gift of a blanket
means one person on the street who is warm instead of cold.

v

v

v

v

v

“San Francisco’s Musical Lunch Break”
FREE classical performances by outstanding local and international artists
Every Tuesday, 12:30-1:15 PM (approximately)
Old St. Mary’s Cathedral, corner of California and Grant
Admission is free; please make a $5 donation if you can.
http://noontimeconcerts.org/

v

v

v

NORTH BEACH FIRST FRIDAYS
Stroll down Columbus Avenue on the first Friday evening of each month to
see what’s new in the neighborhood. From 6 to 9 PM you’ll find an openhouse welcome at art galleries, boutiques, and local watering holes, as
well as pop-ups and cultural events.
Remind yourself how much fun it is to live in such a vibrant corner of the
world by rediscovering the thriving local art scene while you support
the creative community behind it.
Events vary from month to month, so check the North Beach First Fridays website, Facebook page, and Twitter feed for the latest openings, closings,
and events. Mark your calendar: First Fridays this coming quarter are
August 5, September 2, and October 7.

v

v

v

v

v

NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS
North Beach Citizens welcomes volunteers and donations!
We are a community based nonprofit organization that utilizes the strength
of the neighborhood to effectively address the needs of homeless and
low-income citizens through an innovative collaboration of residents,
merchants, police, and service providers.
If you haven’t stopped by lately, come visit our new headquarters at
1034 Kearny Street. For hours, directions, and all other information:
(415) 772-0918 • http://www.northbeachcitizens.org/

v

v

v

v

v

and don’t forget . . .

CANESSA GALLERY’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY PARTY
Friday, September 9, 6-9 PM
Canessa Printing Company Building, 708 Montgomery Street
Details on p. 2

v

August is Piano Month at
NOONTIME CONCERTS

v

v

v

v

v

v

FOLLOW OUR BIRDS TO POINT REYES
Join Telegraph Hill filmmaker Judy Irving for a Film Screening & Meet the
Filmmaker

PELICAN DREAMS

7:00 PM Saturday, August 20
Red Barn Classroom / Point Reyes National Seashore
Tickets $10
Details and directions:
http://ptreyesbooks.com/location/red-barn-classroom-point-reyes-national-seashore
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PA RKS , T REES,
& BI RD S
R EP ORT
by Carlo Arreglo, Committee Co-Chair
carlo.arreglo@thd.org

S

ummer can be a quiet period for birding. It’s
sandwiched between the spring and fall migration when birds travel between their North
American breeding grounds and over-winter at points
south. And while Telegraph Hill has had 133 species
and 453 checklists reported on eBird to date, it can also
be fairly slow for birding. What makes this place a fine
stopover site during migration—sharply concentrated
greenery, elevated height, an “island” breaking up urban
development—can work against it during the summer
as lack of favorable habitat limits the avian diversity to
a small number of species. So in this report, I range
beyond Telegraph Hill to offer a few places where you
can get your bird on during the summer.

The Waterfront from the Ferry Building to
SF Maritime National Historical Park:
Anyplace along the water can be pretty good, even
during the summer when sidewalks are packed with
tourists. Check around the piers for Double-crested
Cormorants, Western Grebes, and Pigeon Guillemots.
Great Blue Herons and Great Egrets may be possible. At
and around San Francisco Maritime, Belted Kingfishers
and Common Murres are also species to look for. The
latter can be quite uncommon for this area but the
past couple of years have seen an uptick of sick and
possibly starving juvenile Common Murres washing
up at Aquatic Park beach during the summer months,
when juveniles have leapt off the rocky cliffs where they

HOT SPOTS FOR SUMMER BIRDING
were born and are trying to survive their first year. The
uptick could be related to the Pacific warm water blob,
which biologists suspect is a contributing factor altering
food availability that led, for example, to the deaths of
thousands of Common Murres off Alaska. If you do see
a sick murre or other animal, please give it some space,
call San Francisco Animal Care and Control at (415)
554-9400 or Wildcare in San Rafael at (415) 456SAVE (7283), and ask others to give the bird space. If
you’re in a park, contact a park ranger and we can make
those calls for you.
Another bird that can be seen on the waterfront,
which may be a surprise, is a Peregrine Falcon! Its name
comes from the Latin peregrinus, which means “coming
from foreign parts,” “wanderer,” “pilgrim,” and refers to
its cosmopolitan distribution, occurring on every continent except for Antarctica. Peregrines are one of the
most charismatic of all avifauna, capable of stooping, or
diving, over 175 miles per hour when they are hunting.
Around the Hill and along the waterfront, you may
have actually seen them chasing rock pigeons, and I’ve
often seen a Peregrine tearing into its meal perched high
up on the square-rigger Balclutha at Hyde Street Pier.

Fort Mason Community Garden
This is an excellent birding hotspot, with 207
reported species and 1533 submitted checklists on
eBird. The central location and the trees at the battery
and the community garden provide a stopover and
opportunistic feeding site for birds either before they
cross the bay or right after they’ve crossed it. The garden attracts birds year-round, including nesting orioles.

Juvenile Common Murre at San Francisco Maritime
National Historical Park. 
Photo © Carlo Arreglo

Golden Gate Audubon Society offers a free guided bird
walk on the third Sunday of each month. For details
check goldengateaudubon.org for details.

Crissy Field Lagoon
Another great spot not that far away, with 179
reported species and 973 submitted checklists. The
restored tidal lagoon and marsh provides habitat for
birds that we don’t see on the Hill: sandpipers, curlews, willets, dowitchers, plovers, killdeer, and other
shorebirds. See https://www.nps.gov/prsf/learn/nature/
presidio-birds.htm for a list of birds you may see there.
No matter what the season is, birds are often the
most visible part of wildlife and can help us connect
to nature in the city. If you have any questions about
birds or want to report a bird sighting, please feel free to
contact me at carlo_arreglo@nps.gov or call me at (415)
464-5146. Thanks and all the best birding!

CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUND AT WASHINGTON SQUARE PARK
by Judy Irving, Committee Co-Chair
judy.irving@thd.org

T

wo design workshops have
been held so far on the renovation of the children’s playground in the northwest corner of
Washington Square Park. Because of current regulations, sand can’t be used on the ground (needles!),
and more space is required between swings (safety!),
so it’s a challenge to come up with a good redesign.
Funded by the 2012 Clean and Safe Neighborhood
Parks Bond, this project will remove the old play
structures, which are now deemed unsafe, and install
new ones. Washington Square Park is a city landmark, so the renovation must also be approved by the
Historic Preservation Commission. The tall, beautiful
Canary Island pine trees that provide shade will remain
untouched.
Parents and other interested neighbors attending
the design workshops have suggested that this small
space be designed especially for “tots,” since the larger
playground at Joe DiMaggio Park caters mainly to older
children. The concrete steps from the corner of Filbert
and Columbus that now lead up to the playground
might be removed, not only to discourage people from
cutting through the playground to get to the park, but
to make the area safer for very young children. The
existing benches
around the play
area are popular
with seniors, so
those will stay,
and more might
be added. But the
design is still in
flux, and the city
would like your
input. A slide and
swings are classic, popular play
structures, and
both will probably be in the
final design. What
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The present playground in Washington Square Park. 

about materials? colors? compatibility with the historic
landmark and cultural makeup of the neighborhood?
The next workshop will be held this fall. In the meantime please send suggestions to the Rec/Park Project
Manager, Levi Conover: levi.conover@sfgov.org

Perimeter Plant Guidelines for
Washington Square Park
From Marilee Gaffney, who’s been representing THD with
the Friends of Washington Square Park, here’s a progress update:

Friends of Washington Square, SF Recreation &
Parks Department, and SF Public Works have been
working together to establish a framework for perimeter planting guidelines for Washington Square Park.

Photo © Julie Jaycox

Three community meetings were held to receive input
on this issue.
The objectives of this project are as follows:
1) To work within both the landmark status of
Washington Square Park and the water reduction
goals of California.
2) To identify key strategies that help unify the Park,
and develop cohesive appropriate plantings that
make it more sustainable.
3) To create a reference for Rec & Park staff that guides
them in the care and maintenance of the Park.
The beds will be planted as funds become available
to address irrigation and drainage needs as well as to
buy plants.
5

WAT E R F R O N T
COMMITTEE
REPORT

NO MALL ON THE WATERFRONT

by Jon Golinger, Committee Chair
jon.golinger@thd.org

A

decade ago, THD and a coalition of neighborhood associations, environmental groups,
and waterfront businesses worked together for
several years to successfully stop the national shoppingmall developer Mills Corporation from building a
mega-mall inside historic Piers 27, 29, and 31. Today,
instead of just another shopping mall and office complex, San Francisco has a world-class cruise ship terminal at Pier 27 which delivers tens of thousands of visitors to our city every year, a two-acre grassy public park
open to everyone to enjoy, and public access walkways
along the edge of the piers and the Bay.
The old mall-on-the-waterfront scheme has
returned in a different form at Pier 29, next door
to the cruise ship terminal. In late April, the Port
Commission voted to fast-track a plan for approval this
fall that would lease the Pier 29 bulkhead to national
real estate developer Jamestown, LP for at least 15 years
so it can open a complex of retail stores. Jamestown’s
proposal also revealed a long-term plan to extend the
commercial shopping through the entire length of Pier
29. This proposal directly conflicts with the Waterfront
Land Use Plan, which calls for this pier to be dedicated to active recreation uses, which are absent on San
Francisco’s waterfront.
At a June community meeting, representatives of
Jamestown argued that their Pier 29 plan is not a “mall”
because it will feature locally produced products from
the nonprofit company SF Made, different from and
supplementing the existing tourist offerings at Pier 39,
Fisherman’s Wharf, and the Ferry Building. However,
SF Made’s representative revealed that they will actually
only be a “consultant” on the project, providing a conduit between their 600-plus Bay Area members and a
retail operator hired by Jamestown. Neither Jamestown
nor SF Made would run the shopping areas, choose
the manufacturers, or oversee what products are sold.
Those functions would fall to the as-yet-unidentified
retail operator, which would select and enter into agreements with individual members of SF Made (or not)
and conduct all purchases and sales. No artisans and
manufacturers are anticipated to appear on-site except
for special demonstrations of their craft. It is unclear
how many of the retail products that would be sold at

Rendering of proposed Pier 29 retail project.

From jamestown, lp presentation to port of sf northeast waterfront advisory group, 6/4/16

the Pier 29 “kiosks” would actually be required to be
locally made for the duration of the lease.
THD and others in the community have urged
the Port to rethink the proposed Jamestown mini-mall
plan for Pier 29. But, as with the Mills Mall battle, 8
Washington, and others before, this may be just the latest chapter in the longer story about the shape of San
Francisco’s unique and historic waterfront. Will the
Port evolve into the steward San Francisco’s waterfront
desperately needs, or remain the real estate development company it has been for far too long? Stay tuned.

Hotel & Theater Project Seeks Key
Approvals
The proposal for a 66-year lease to Kenwood
Investments and Teatro ZinZanni for a hotel and theater
project at the corner of Broadway and the Embarcadero
is a high-profile waterfront project that would literally
become the gateway into North Beach and Chinatown.
THD and many in the community are excited to see
the area become even more activated and lively than it

already is, and are hopeful this project can help do that.
As the Kenwood/Teatro project now seeks key
approvals from the Board of Supervisors and other agencies, THD supports ensuring that the project lease and
approvals permanently tie the hotel use with the not-forprofit theater use. If for some reason the theater use one
day ends, the lease for the site, including the hotel, should
also terminate. This is crucial because in 1990 San
Francisco voters passed Proposition H, which expressed
the voters’ opposition to hotels on the waterfront and
permanently prohibited hotels on piers. The measure
did not ask voters to weigh in on whether to permit hotel
uses on waterfront land across the Embarcadero, but it is
evident that such uses should only be allowed in limited
circumstances, if at all. It’s critical that the theater use in
this project not just be used as an attractive sales pitch
to sell a lucrative waterfront hotel. A permanent linkage
would help to ensure that is the case.
The Planning Department’s recommendation that
the waterfront end of Vallejo Street should not be
blocked off, but should remain open, also makes sense
and should be followed. It would be a loss to allow a
development to permanently block the only remaining public view corridor down to the waterfront where
people can see the beautiful historic Pier 9 bulkhead
building, which so much has been spent to restore and
maintain. The Planning Department recommended
that the developer can and should avoid this blockage of
Vallejo Street by reducing the size of the hotel so that
the theater’s iconic tent could be located farther south
on the site, outside of the Vallejo Street public right of
way. This is a reasonable accommodation that would
enable the project to proceed while allowing the public
interest to be preserved.

Architects’ rendering of proposed Teatro ZinZanni – Kenwood Investments theater & hotel project as seen
from the Embarcadero. 
From http://zinzanni.com/sf/

Floor plan of proposed Teatro ZinZanni – Kenwood Investments theater & hotel project.

From http://zinzanni.com/sf/new-site/
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REMEMBERING GIOVANNI GIOTTA,
FOUNDER OF CAFFÈ TRIESTE
by Romalyn Schmaltz
and Carol Verburg

N

orth Beach legend “Papa” Giovanni Giotta,
founder and longtime epicenter of Caffè
Trieste, passed away peacefully on Saturday,
June 11, at age 96.
In a 60-year celebration of family and neighborliness, Giovanni Giotta’s commitment to the arts, international culture, and great coffee has left behind a legacy
known throughout the world. Caffè Trieste is a magnet
for visitors as well as a home to its regulars. It was “Papa
Gianni” who made San Francisco’s first espresso house
a cultural institution, something between a museum, a
sidewalk piazza, and a cozy Italian living room.
Born in 1920 in the Istrian town of Rovigno,
Giotta emigrated to San Francisco from Italy with his
wife, Ida, and their two young children. His daughter
Sonia recalls: “He had the truest work ethic because he
grew up so poor, and his determination was what made
our family possible. Even when we were at Ellis Island,
and I was quarantined for measles, somehow my father
was able to get my mother, my brother Gianfranco,
and me out of that situation so that we could take the
train all the way to San Clemente. We had no money,
but were able to get sponsorship. Somewhere along the
way, he heard that San Francisco was more hospitable
to Italians, so we moved up there and he began washing
windows and digging ditches to support us. But you
could tell the American Dream was very alive in him,
that he had plans to do much more.”
Music was woven through the culture he’d left
behind, and it became central to the culture he fostered
in San Francisco. Where else but Caffè Trieste could
you find old and young people of all political stripes
congregating over wine and coffee every Saturday afternoon to hear—and sing—opera?
Despite his ability to build an extended family
of thousands without even speaking English when he

“My grandfather would sing Puccini’s ‘Nessun Dorma’ well into his 80s. It’s my favorite opera piece, and
the triumph in the song is marked by the high note and the word ‘Vincero!’—‘I will win!’ The aria is one of
determination, risk, and the passion to win it all.” -- Nicole Pantaleo, granddaughter

arrived, Giovanni Giotta never forgot his roots. His
granddaughter Nicole describes him as an artist whose
media were people and music. Neighbors as diverse as
District 3 Supervisor Aaron Peskin and Indonesianborn barista Paul Agus were welcomed to the Trieste
as family. Fady Zoubi, who married Giotta’s granddaughter Ida, recalls meeting him for the first time: “He
asked me, ‘Were you born here? Your mama and papa?’
I replied, ‘Nazareth.’ And he said, ‘You’re an immigrant?
Like me? Welcome to Caffè Trieste!’”
Giovanni Giotta is preceded in death by his son
Gianfranco and his sister Iolanda. He is survived by his
wife, Ida; his faithful son Fabio; his daughter, Sonia;
his daughter-in-law, Adrienne, his granddaughters,
Gianna, Nicole, and Ida; his grandson-in-law, Fady, and
hundreds of spiritual sons and daughters worldwide.
Services will be held at SS. Peter and Paul church in
North Beach, with a celebration of his life at Caffè
Trieste on July 9 at 1 PM. For more information, see
http://caffetrieste.com/index.htm

“My grandfather . . . was a fisherman back in Rovigno, and music in that town was very important, and there
was a lot of cult songs in the region. There’s a photograph up here [on the wall] somewhere . . . Him and his
guitar, and other sailors around him.” -- Ida Zoubi, granddaughter. 
Photo © carol verburg

Opening day, 1956. “On a handshake, fellow
Italian immigrant Palladini loaned Gianni $7,000 to
buy Il Piccolo Caffe at 601 Vallejo Street, which his
wife, Ida, promptly renamed Caffè Trieste.”
— Fabio Giotta, son.
all photos courtesy of caffe trieste except as noted

“Even before the [regular Caffè Trieste] concerts
started, it was a part of family life. . . . Gettogethers, holidays, birthdays, they’d just start singing songs, my grandparents . . . Mostly songs from
Italy, and from their town. . . . I’d know a few of
them. Their voices, they could sing opera, but it was
like folk songs, like traditional folk songs. I think if
you go around Italy, a lot of the cities and towns
have their own folk songs for like that specific city -stories, basically.” -- Ida Zoubi, granddaughter

Breakfast
& Lunch

7:30 to 2:30—
this is 7 days a
week.

AWESOME BREAKFASTS & LUNCHES
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HAPPY 30
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ANNIVERSARY TELE

by Nancy Shanahan, Historian

E

ver since the first ships entered San Francisco
Bay, Telegraph Hill has been a cherished landmark and a valuable piece of real estate. During
the Gold Rush, its craggy bedrock profile made it
the ideal spot for a semaphore to signal new arrivals
through the Golden Gate. When the 1906 earthquake
shook much of the city to rubble, it was the fire, not
the quake, that devastated Telegraph Hill. Residents
rallied then to save their home, and so they did again
eighty years later. In 1986 it wasn’t a natural disaster
but a development boom that threatened the Hill’s
unique buildings and the precious historic record they
represent.

The 1906 Earthquake and Fire
The 1906 earthquake and fire is the single most
important event in the history of San Francisco, and
Telegraph Hill was no exception. Within 24 hours the
fire had consumed the downtown and was moving east
toward Chinatown and the Barbary Coast. North Beach
was about the last area to be consumed. The fires reached
Telegraph Hill on April 20, 1906, the third day after
the earthquake. Ignoring warnings to leave their homes,
many of Telegraph Hill’s residents stayed behind to fight
the flames. The open space of Pioneer Park, which provided a natural firebreak, gave them an advantage. They
began pouring homemade wine and laying wine-soaked
sheets on the wood shingle roofs, keeping the windblown
embers from igniting their houses. Henry Anderson
Lafler lyrically describes their successful effort:
It was the boys of the hill that saved the hill.
It was Toby Irwin, the prizefighter, and Tim
O’Brien, who works in the warehouse at the foot
of the hill, and his brother, Joe, who works in a
lumberyard, and the Dougherty boys and the
Volse boys, and Herman, the grocery clerk—it
was they who saved the hill.
It was the old Irish woman who had hoarded a
few buckets of water through the long days of fear
and rumor and who now came painfully toiling
up the slopes with water for the fire—it was she
who saved the hill.
It was the poor peasant Italian with a barrel
of cheap wine in his cellar who now rolled it out
and broke its head in with an axe, and with dipper and bucket and mop and blanket and cast-off
coat fought the fire till he dropped—it was he who
saved the hill.
It was Sadie who works in the box factory
and Annie who is a coat finisher and Rose who
is a chocolate dipper in a candy shop who carried
water and cheered on the boys to the work—it
was they who saved the hill.
It was the great, grave, roistering fight of all the
dwellers on the hill for their homes and their lives,
and gloriously they won.
(Thomas and Witts, p. 239)
The crest and northeastern slope of Telegraph Hill

Rubble from the 1906 earthquake & fire.

Katherine and Dante Monaco huddle on Telegraph Hill after the fire.

Photo by J Monaco: http://www.jbmonaco.com/earthquake/46_katherine_dante_mon.html

is the largest of three islands surrounded by and saved
from the fire (along with Jackson Square and a portion of Russian Hill). Photos taken after the fire from
Russian Hill show three of the four corners intact at
Union and Montgomery, as well as buildings on Alta
Street. A photo from the Ferry Building shows undamaged houses on Union Street. These photos are published in David F. Myrick’s San Francisco’s Telegraph Hill
(pp. 21-23). Twenty-seven houses built before 1970
were left intact when the fires were extinguished.

Other Battles to Save the Hill
The residents of the Hill have come together many
times since 1906 to save their community, or at least to
prevent the worst excesses of “progress” from destroying
this special place that was spared by the earthquake
and fire. In 1956, with the help of the newly formed
Telegraph Hill Dwellers, the community saved the Hill
from a proposed 11-story high-rise apartment building
at the southeast corner of Montgomery and Union (as
on Russian Hill). In 1959, the Dwellers won the fight
to reduce the height limit on the east side of the hill to
40 feet from its prior 65 feet, and in 1961 championed
the effort to impose the 40-foot height limit along the
waterfront north of the Ferry Building. In 1963, the
community saved the hill from a harebrained scheme
by the State Department of Transportation to build a
bridge from Telegraph Hill to Marin. And in 1967, a
proposal to construct an 11-unit apartment building on
Napier Lane at the Filbert Steps was defeated.
By the early 1980s, pressures from real estate development on the Hill had increased. As Larry Habegger
noted in the Spring 2016 Semaphore (“Saving Grace’s
Garden: 30 Years Since the Battle of the Filbert Steps”),

Photo: San Francisco History Center, San Francisco Public Library (AAC-3862)
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the community fought and won the battle to save the
Grace Marchant Garden from construction of a proposed building five times larger than the cottages it
would have replaced. Recognizing that any site on the
Hill might be next, residents and friends escalated their
broader campaign to create a Telegraph Hill Historic
District.

Protecting the Hill’s Treasures
The focus of the Historic District campaign was
the two-dozen or so pre-quake buildings that still
existed on the Hill eighty years after the fire. Thirteen
of them—built before 1860, barely a decade after the
Gold Rush—represented the City’s largest concentration of pre-1870 structures still existing. The Telegraph
Hill Dwellers recognized that each of these historic
gems was a potential target for a real estate developer
who valued its spectacular location and views more
than its unique place in San Francisco’s heritage.
To prevent these early survivors from being irrevocably altered or bulldozed, THD set out to create a historic
district. In 1980 a Landmarks Preservation Committee
was formed, with Katherine Koelsch and David F.
Myrick, the author of San Francisco’s Telegraph Hill, as its
first chairs. Many local residents assisted with this effort,
including Nan Roth, Anne Halstead, Rhoda Parks, Jane
Winslow, and George Rockrise, later joined by Larry
Habegger and Gary Kray. Preservation experts and
architectural historians were hired at THD’s expense
to research the history of the Hill and prepare a report
documenting and justifying the historic significance of
the area.
The research took over six years, starting with a
preliminary historic survey by historian Gee Gee Bland

1301 Montgomery in 1868 showing original brick.

Photo: Society of California Pioneers
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EGRAPH HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT
The historic district
boundaries include approximately 100 properties on
the Hill’s northeastern
slope in the area saved
from the 1906 fire. Less
than a quarter of the buildings face on regular streets,
Union and Montgomery;
nearly a third face narrow
dead-end alleys, Alta and
Calhoun; and nearly half
face only footpaths and
steps: Greenwich, Filbert,
Darrell, Napier and the
eastern end of Union.
In addition to the largest concentration of surviving pre-1870 structures in
San Francisco, the historic
district protects its setting,
which includes the Grace
31 Alta appears in this 1870 photo.
Photo: San Francisco Maritime Museum Marchant Garden and the
patchwork of greenery and
Platt, completed in 1982. Thanks to the support of
flowers along Napier and Greenwich and the footpaths
then-Supervisor Bill Maher, the Board of Supervisors
and stairs in the area’s undeveloped rights of way. Also
passed a resolution initiating the designation of the
within its boundaries is a group of late 1930s buildings,
historic district in January of 1985. But additional
building-by-building research was still required for the
historic district to become a reality. To accomplish this,
THD engaged the late Anne Bloomfield, a well-known
architectural historian responsible for the research
that created most of San Francisco’s historic districts.
With Bloomfield’s research in hand, the Landmarks
Advisory Board, the Planning Commission, and the
Board of Supervisors approved the historic district.
Finally, on November 13, 1986, the Telegraph Hill
Historic District was officially designated.

experiments by then-unknown architects, which now
represent important examples of Modern design.
There are approximately 40 pre-1906 survivors in the
historic district. Two of the earliest—1301 Montgomery
(c1852) and 291 Union (c1853)—were built during
the operation (from April 1850 to September 1853) of
the semaphore, or visual telegraph, that stood near the
site of Coit Tower to signal the arrival of ships and gave
Telegraph Hill its name. Today, 1301 Montgomery is
possibly the oldest brick building in San Francisco. The
second oldest building is the tall wood-frame, balconied
dwelling at 291 Union, constructed by John Cooney, an
Irish immigrant who operated a grocery store out of the
bottom floor. Next door at 287-289 Union (c1857) the
Cooney family built the “Gothic Revival” cottages for
rental units. The third earliest dwelling is 9 Calhoun
(c1854), another balconied “Gothic” building which was
the home of Dr. David G. “Yankee” Robinson, a physician, comedian, and theater entrepreneur. Another
important building is 31 Alta. Early photos show that
this building has scarcely been altered since Captain
Andrews built it in 1858.
The late 1930s Modern structures in the district
are significant for their architects who later achieved
fame. These include Richard Neutra, who designed the
Kahn House at 66 Calhoun Terrace (1939), William
Wurster, who designed the Duck House for muralist

What’s In the Historic District?
Being rocky and steep, Telegraph Hill was settled during the 1850s and 1860s more by necessity
than design. Aside from Union Street (named before
California became a state in 1850), the only access in
those early days was footpaths. Since land here was
cheap and close to maritime jobs on the northeast
waterfront, longshoremen, stevedores, laborers, riggers,
draymen, and warehouse workers built themselves
cloth-lined shacks and cottages. From this vantage
point they could spot incoming ships and hurry down
the hill to find work. Inaccessible except on foot, there
were stores and shops, and even restaurants and taverns, to supply these early hill dwellers with their basic
needs. According to David Myrick, groceries and liquor
were sold at one time or another at ten different locations along the two blocks of Montgomery between
Union and Greenwich, never more that half a dozen
stores in operation at any one time.

Pocket Guide map of Telegraph Hill Historic District
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31 Alta & its neighbors, March 1940. 

PHOTO BY A. J. Wittlock, Historic American Buildings Survey

The corner of Union & Montgomery streets now, looking from below 287-291 Union to 1254 Montgomery.

Photo © carol verburg
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30th Anniversary

continued from previous page

Helen Forbes at 60-62 Alta (1935-37), and Gardner
Dailey, who designed 261 Filbert (1940) for Helen
Forbes. Although its architects never became well
known, the Malloch Building at 1360 Montgomery
(1936), designed by Irvine Goldstine for Jack and Ralph
Malloch, is one of the most well known and photographed buildings in the District, famous as the filming
location in 1947 for Dark Passage starring Humphrey
Bogart and Lauren Bacall. These buildings are now
considered classics of their types.
Each of these buildings is worth a closer look. In
the Fall 2016 issue of the Semaphore, we’ll explore
their history and architecture and some of the people
involved with them.

Sources:
Myrick, David F, San Francisco’s Telegraph Hill (San
Francisco: Telegraph Hill Dwellers, City Lights
Foundation, 1987, 2001)
Bloomfield, Anne, Telegraph Hill District, San
Francisco (report prepared for The Landmarks
Advisory Board, 1985)
Verplanck, Christopher P, “Telegraph Hill” (San
Francisco Apartment Magazine, September 2002)
Thomas, Gordon, and Max Morgan Witts, The San
Francisco Earthquake (New York: Stein & Day, 1971)

The 1906 post-quake fire, from Green & Montgomery streets on Telegraph Hill.

Photo: Arnold Genthe, San Francisco Earthquake Photograph Album, William l. Clements Library, U. of Michigan

Anne Bloomfield (1932-1999)
Anne Bloomfield was responsible for research that created most of San Francisco’s historic districts — not
only for Telegraph Hill, but for Alamo Square, Webster
Street, the Bush Street Cottage Row, and the South End.
Her documentation also led to the creation of three
National Register historic districts on Russian Hill which
include houses on the hill’s crest and on Macondray
Lane. In addition, Anne’s 1982 North Beach Historic
Survey identified four National Register eligible historic
districts in North Beach, as well as numerous individually significant buildings. She also served as president
of the San Francisco Landmarks Preservation Advisory
Board during Mayor Art Agnos’s administration.

David F. Myrick (1918-2011)
David F. Myrick, who compiled the Hill’s history and
“way of life” in his book San Francisco’s Telegraph
Hill, resided on Telegraph Hill at 263 Filbert for three
decades, from 1952 until 1981. David was a member of THD’s original board in 1954 and, deciding it
needed a newsletter, wrote and edited the Telegraph
Hill Bulletin (now the Semaphore) for five years. He
was also a founding member of THD’s Landmarks
Preservation Committee which spearheaded the designation of the Telegraph Hill Historic District in 1980.

66 Calhoun Terrace – The Kahn House (1939) by Richard Neutra. International
Style  Photo: Julius Shulman, Getty Research Institute http://esotericsurvey.blogspot.com/2014/06/neutra-kahn.html

COMING SOON … AN ALL NEW THD.ORG. Watch your email for details on THD’s new home on the web.
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SECOND QUARTER BOARD MEETING SUMMARIES
by Stan Hayes, President
stan.hayes@thd.org

Annual Membership Meeting & Election
(April 18, 2016)
More than ninety members attended THD’s 2016
Annual Membership Meeting & Election, which was
held at Pier 23 restaurant. We much appreciated District
3 Supervisor Aaron Peskin, now serving his third nonconsecutive term on the Board of Supervisors and a
former THD President, as our excellent and thoughtful featured speaker. Also, we were pleased that SFPD
Central Station’s Captain David Lazar spoke and offered
his insightful and welcome comments.
THD president Stan Hayes presented to the membership a summary of THD accomplishments during
the last year. Written copies of this summary were distributed to members. It’s reprinted here on pp. 12-13.
Long-time THD board member (and so many other
things!) Tom Noyes was presented with a Certificate
of Appreciation from THD for his “Countless and At the April 18 Annual Meeting & Election, featured speaker District 3 Supervisor Aaron Peskin chats with
Invaluable Contributions to The Telegraph Hill guest speaker SFPD Central Station’s Captain David Lazar over chowder.
Photo © jen haeusser
Dwellers.” Also, departing directors were thanked for
Neighborhood Commercial District (NCD), and a joint meeting arranged by
their service, as was the event committee.
Elections were held for officers and open director seats. The Nominating Supervisor Peskin of THD and the North Beach Business Association (NBBA)
Committee presented its recommended slate. There being no nominations from with the Municipal Transportation Agency (MTA), Department of Public Works
the floor, the membership elected slate nominees unanimously. Officers include: (DPW), and other relevant City agencies to discuss the cumulative effect of the City’s
President – Stan Hayes, Vice President – Judy Irving, Recording Secretary – Mary North Beach transportation plans and proposals.
Kathryn Studwell, MTA Program Manager of Residential Permit Parking, made
Lipian, Corresponding Secretary – Mary Ann Scanlan-Stone, Treasurer – Joe
Luttrell, Financial Secretary – Melissa Mountain, Historian – Nancy Shanahan, a presentation to the board about MTA’s Residential Parking Permit Evaluation &
Past President – Vedica Puri, and Semaphore Editor – Carol Verburg. New directors Reform Project. The board discussed with her the possible changes being considered
include: Term 2016-2017 – Katie Hopkins, Term 2017-2018 – Robert Woehrle, by MTA, how those might affect people with parking permits, and the need for MTA
to consider important factors unique to Telegraph Hill.
Natalie Parker, and Don Raichle.
Further discussion of possible 2016 THD goals occurred, based on the board
April 19, 2016
brainstorming list developed at the May board meeting.
The first board meeting of the new
The Planning & Zoning Committee discussed presentations made by representerm was held the day after the Annual tatives of the Teatro ZinZanni theater/hotel project and Pier 29 bulkhead retail projMembership Meeting & Election.
ect. Committee comments on each project were summarized and discussed. THD’s
New directors introduced them- support of the Planning Department’s recommendation for Discretionary Review of
selves, and an overview orientation for the proposed Grant/Medau projects was also discussed.
new members was conducted. Topics disThe Pier 29 project was examined, including THD’s letter of opposition to the
cussed included THD themes, “big” ques- project as proposed. Also, the design and installation of wayfinding graphics to direct
tions, direction, status/progress, decision pedestrians to publicly accessible Cruise Terminal open areas was discussed.
making, THD value to the community,
telling our story, and membership.
The Spring 2016 Semaphore issue
was discussed, along with its on-schedule
status, the issue’s theme of “Celebrating
the Past, Shaping the Future,” and an
outline of its planned contents.

May 10, 2016
The board discussed updates on several
current topics, including THD parMany thanks to Flicka McGurrin, longticipation in the North Beach Festival. It
time THD member & owner of Pier
was decided that THD would participate
23, & to manager Mac Leibert & the
again with a booth.
staff, for making the Annual Meeting &
Goal setting for 2016 was initiated,
Election party an outstanding occasion.
discussing such topics as what THD
should do in the next year or two, THD’s most important priorities, and what we
most want to see happen. A brainstorming session was conducted in which a list of
suggestions, comments, and priorities from board members was compiled.
Among the many topics identified in the goal-setting, the board discussed the
importance of social media and keeping the THD website up to date. Improving the
website was determined to be a top priority of the board, and there was a consensus
that a social media committee should be a THD goal. Connecting the THD board to
THD members was also determined to be an important goal for the year. The board
agreed that more social events should be a goal, and ones that are not too complicated
to organize. The board strongly supported a suggestion that an email be sent to the
membership each month with electronic links to information. A number of other
excellent suggestions were made by various board members.
Also, the Summer 2016 Semaphore outline and workback was discussed. The
Planning & Zoning Committee reported on the 115 Telegraph Hill Boulevard multiunit project and the Grant/Medau project where 16 families were evicted under the
Ellis Act. Jon Golinger made a presentation on the proposed Pier 29 bulkhead retail
project (see p. 6).

June 14, 2016
Stan Hayes updated the board on a number of topics, including the success of
THD’s booth at the North Beach Festival, and a neighborhood meeting held by
the developer of the 115 Telegraph Hill Boulevard project to discuss construction
impacts (see p. 2). He also discussed THD’s efforts to support Supervisor Peskin’s
proposed Planning Code amendments to prohibit formula retail in the Polk Street
Issue #214 • Summer 2016

11

PRESIDENT'S
CORNER

CARRYING OUT OUR MISSION:
THD’S 2015-2016 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

by Stan Hayes
stan.hayes@thd.org

F

ounded in 1954 and one of the oldest community organizations in San Francisco, THD
has worked hard for more than sixty years to
make Telegraph Hill a better place to live for everyone,
everywhere – not just those of us lucky enough to live
here, but as stewards of the Hill, for people who come
from all over the world to see and experience this special
place. We’ve done that by following the “mission statement” in our bylaws:
• Beautify and improve Telegraph Hill
• Build community
• Protect the unique character of the Hill
• Celebrate the Hill’s history and traditions
• Engage in affairs of the City
• When necessary, stand up for the Hill.
Here’s a sampling of what we’ve done in the last
year.

Beautify and Improve Telegraph Hill
• We planted new trees, tried to save old ones, helped
build and maintain parks and counted birds.
• We retained an arborist to trim the overgrown trees
at Jack Early Park in memory of Herb Kosovitz, park
advocate, to restore the magnificent views west to the
Golden Gate Bridge.
• We are celebrating in 2016 the 30th anniversary of the
neighborhood-led efforts that successfully saved the
Grace Marchant Garden and created the Telegraph
Hill Historic District.
• We advocated on behalf of the public to require the
Port to enforce measures to guarantee public accessibility to open space near the Justin Herman cruise
terminal.
• We worked to preserve WPA-era historic light fixtures on Upper Montgomery and Calhoun, in place
for nearly eighty years, since the 1930s, successfully
persuading SFPUC to save and restore the original
fixtures.
• We worked with others to rescue and restore a historic original drinking fountain at Coit Tower that
otherwise would have been discarded and lost. The
fountain, dating back to the 1930s, has now been
saved from the trash, restored (by the same company that constructed the original!), and reinstalled
(appropriately celebrated with champagne!).

Build Community
• We helped build stronger community with a block
party, dinners, social events, and sometimes, just
plain talking to neighbors.
• We began the year with our Annual Membership

More than 95 members & friends enjoy the fine weather, food & drink at THD’s Annual Dinner.

All photos © jen haeusser

Meeting & Election, with THD members electing
new officers and board members, while enjoying
fine food, an interesting speaker, and the engaging
Exploratorium venue.
• We held a terrific community Block Party, with sun,
music, food, and plenty of laughing, together with
more than 250 of our oldest and newest Hill bestfriends.
• We held an excellent Game Night, bringing together
members for, that’s right, fun and games.
• We enjoyed another great Holiday Celebration, with
more than eighty people attending, terrific vibes, fine
food and wine, and lots of holiday cheer.
• We held a packed-house Spring Mixer, with an overflowing crowd despite pouring (but welcome) rain,
with THD members and friends enjoying food,
drink, and much interesting and animated conversation.
• We told THD’s story at a booth at the North Beach
Festival, meeting, talking and listening to dozens of
festival-goers (see page 15).
• We encouraged community-based efforts to reduce
crime on the Hill, working with Neighborhood
Watch and joining with others at SFPD Central
Station’s National Night Out.
• We enabled THD members to go to the SF
Symphony’s All Neighborhood Concert, arranging,
obtaining, and distributing to THD members at cost
as many tickets as we could get.

• We continued to engage with Teatro ZinZanni
regarding their proposed theatre/hotel project (see
page 6).
• We continued our advocacy to require that the City
enforce State environmental assessment requirements for a new development that would block views
from Coit Tower’s Pioneer Park.
• We advocated on behalf of Hill residents who rely on
39 Coit bus service to ensure that Coit Tower access
roads remain free of frustrating, street-clogging traffic jams that once nearly shut down those roads on
weekends.

Celebrate the Hill’s History and Traditions
• We worked to safeguard the Hill’s historic heritage.
• We published The Semaphore, with four issues a year
straight into the mailbox of every THD member
and worth by itself the price of a THD membership,
continuing a half-century tradition during which it
has chronicled our lives on the Hill, our history, and
our art and culture.
• We held salons, art exhibits featuring local artists, and
book readings featuring local authors, including:
• An excellent and well-attended storytelling event with
readings by Mark Bittner and Gary Kamiya

Protect the Unique Character of The Hill

While Ken Maley toasts the successful restoration of
Coit Tower’s historic drinking fountain, Supervisor
Peskin makes sure it works.
Photo (c) carol verburg
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• We worked to improve and reshape planning, zoning
and land use to better protect our neighborhoods.
• We completed, with the North Beach Business
Association, a major survey of businesses in North
Beach, updating previous THD surveys in 1986,
1999, and 2007, and providing a key updated resource
for informed City decision making about North Beach
zoning.
• We joined in the public (and often-spirited) debate
about the proposed Poets’ Plaza, which would close
Vallejo Street between Grant and Columbus to establish a pedestrian-only piazza, expressing support for
public open space, but concern that Vallejo closure
would seriously disrupt traffic access and circulation
for nearby residents and businesses, cutting off the
primary traffic outlet for hundreds of uphill residents.
• We advocated for the Hill in the SFMTA’s ongoing
review and update of the residential permit parking
program, urging that SFMTA recognize and account
for the Hill’s uniquely high residential density, steep
hillsides, limited on-street parking, and non-resident
parking pressure.

THD President Stan Hayes welcomes new board
members & reviews the year.
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THD Accomplishments

continued from previous page

• A collaborative childrens’ original painting of the Hill
at the Block Party, and its subsequent display at the
North Beach Bauhaus.
• We honored local heroes who’ve made extraordinary
contributions to the Hill.
• We held a memorial on the one-year anniversary of
the loss of Herb Kosovitz, with many of his friends
gathering at Jack Early Park to share memories.
• We recognized at our Holiday Celebration two
individuals who have made unique and exceptional
contributions to our lives on the Hill, presenting
the annual Heritage of the Hill Award to Hermon
Baker and Yone Bead Store, and the North Beach
Stewardship Award to Ida Zoubi and Caffe Trieste.
• We remembered the loss of some cherished neighbors,
including Paul Kantner, Stuart Jackson, Roy Mottini,
and others.
• We supported a proposed new plaque honoring
the contributions of the many women, collectively
known as “Rosie the Riveter,” and Hill-resident
Rosalie Taggi in particular, who made such an important contribution to America’s World War II defense
efforts.
• We advocated for Hill residents with the City and
companies filming movies and commercials on the
Hill, seeking to ensure that adequate notice was
given and measures were taken to anticipate and
address traffic and access issues for affected residents.

to give North Beach and
Telegraph Hill a greater
voice, and to protect local
businesses.
• While strongly supporting
efforts to make housing
more affordable and accessible to all, we advocated
in opposition to the mislabeled “affordable housing”
bonus program (AHBP) as
not the way to do it, with
AHBP actually producing
mostly near-market-rate
(not affordable) housing,
applying unnecessarily to
thousands of individual
properties including much
June Osterberg & Kathy
of District 3, and overriding
current zoning and public
process protections, including permitting up to two
(and possibly three) extra stories.
• We urged the SF Port and Salesforce to institute
measures and a contact telephone line to control
noise, glare, and transportation/parking impacts of
Salesforce’s use of an ocean liner at the Cruise
Terminal as a floating convention hotel, and we
expressed our concern that it not establish a precedent that conflicts with the intent of the City’s
Engage in Affairs of the City
waterfront hotel prohibition.
• We worked to improve and reshape planning, zoning • We advocated in support of core design principles
and land use to better protect our neighborhoods,
for the 88 Broadway affordable housing project that
included compatibility with the Northeast
Waterfront Historic District, conformity
to adjacent urban design and building size,
and others.
• We worked on behalf of Hill residents
struggling with spiralling housing costs,
joining with others in offering amendments to protect tenant rights in proposed
legislation legalizing District 3 accessory
dwelling units (ADUs), sometimes known
as in-law units.
• We responded on behalf of local residents who rely on neighborhood-serving
businesses to oppose up-zoning proposed
by a previous supervisor that would have
caused further loss of such businesses by
Creative company & conversation: Harvey, Mark, & Richard.
proliferating their conversion to touristserving restaurants and bars.
• We supported efforts to strengthen formula retail controls against large chain
stores in North Beach.
• We advocated in opposition to legislation
that would weaken formula retail controls.
• We advocated in support of proposed
amendments that would close a loophole
in current law allowing subsidiary spin-offs
of large chain stores to sidestep formula
retail controls.

Dooley enjoy the summery April evening.

Stand Up for the Hill
• When needed, we’ve stood up for the Hill. From
Coit Tower, to the waterfront, to North Beach, to
the Hill’s historic districts, and to neighborhoods
throughout the Hill.
• We served the Hill, with THD members engaged in
groups that include:
• Coit Tower Working Group (newly established by
Supervisor Peskin)
• Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods
• SF Port’s Northeast Waterfront Advisory Group,
Waterfront Plan Working Group and a Waterfront
Plan Advisory Team
• MOHCD’s 88 Broadway Working Group (affordable
housing)
• SFPD’s Central Station’s Community Police Advisory
Board
• SAFE Neighborhood Watch
• Friends of Washington Square.

A perfect 75-degree night at Pier 23.

COMING SOON …

AN ALL NEW THD.ORG

advertisement

Watch your email for details on THD’s new home on the web.
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TREASURER’S
REPORT
by Joe Luttrell
treasurer@thd.org

T

HD operates on a fiscal year (rather than a
calendar year), from April 1 to March 31. So
we are now in the beginning of that year, which
started on April 1, 2016.
A proposed budget was submitted to the Board
at its May meeting, discussed then, and unanimously
adopted. It proposes essentially a break-even year, with
revenues and expenses of about $30,000.
The basic assumptions in the budget are that dues
and revenues will remain constant, as will costs for the
Semaphore, and that income and expense for social and
arts and culture events will be equal. So far this fiscal
year, this has proved true, and THD remains in a modestly healthy fiscal state.

Shoe Restoration

Select your designs, fabric, lining, buttons,
details . . . Ready for fitting in about 3 to 6 weeks
www.homepage.mac.com/alsattire
1300 Grant Avenue • 415.693.9900

FRIENDS OF WASHINGTON SQUARE

alsattire@earthlink.net

Meet on the 2nd Tuesday every month, with work parties in the Square every quarter.
See website for times, dates, locations.

www.friendsofwashingtonsquare.com

Truly best of the best.
- J.T., recent Telegraph Hill client

She is the best agent in the City.
- L.R.

...the definition of
above and beyond.
- A.A.

We absolutely loved working
with her and nominate her
for SF Agent of the Year!

Can’t recommend
her highly enough.

- J. O.

- R. T.
Thank you for being such an amazing

Mary Macpherson is the reason

person and going so far beyond the

we have a home in the City.

norm and acting like it’s ordinary.

- J. A.

-R.A.

If you’re looking for a Realtor in

Mary was a fantastic partner

San Francisco, save yourself time

in the sale of our home!

and effort and call Mary.

Hands down she is the best!
- C.B.

- G.K.

- R.M.

In a city as complex and competitive as San Francisco, the agent you choose makes all the
difference. I would be honored to assist with any of your real estate needs and will happily
provide references from my satisfied clients.

Real Trends Best Real Estate Agents in America | Top 1% Nationwide

Mary Macpherson

LIC# 01839976

www.MaryMacphersonSF.com

415.846.4685 | mmacpherson@paragon-re.com
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THE NORTH BEACH FESTIVAL

ART &
CULTURE
REPORT
by Romalyn Schmaltz, Committee Chair
romalyn.schmaltz@thd.org

O

ver 100 merchants and artists and 20 food
vendors set up in the North Beach blocks cordoned by Columbus and Grant avenues, and
Vallejo and Filbert streets, for the 62nd annual North
Beach Festival on the 11th and 12th of June.
Some seasoned vendors claimed attendance was
down from previous years. (The Haight Street Fair was
held the same weekend, with Jefferson Airplane/Starship
performing in tribute to North Beach’s own recentlydeceased Paul Kantner.) However, to the crowds swarming between music stages, beer gardens, the traditional
Blessing of the Animals at The National Shrine of St.
Francis of Assisi, high-voltage chalk art displays across
the street on Vallejo, free samples of taste treats from
energy bars to ginger-flavored cola, and the neighborhood’s own bars, restaurants, and merchants, it was a
festive village weekend as usual. A full palette of local
microclimates greeted attendees: summer-sweaty, San
Francisco-foggy, and plenty of pre-equinox energy.
THD has been instrumental as hosts, sponsors, and promoters since the Festival’s inception in
1954, joined by the essential North Beach Business
Association (NBBA) and other neighborhood alliances. Goals include diversifying and improving the
event from year to year while retaining its local color,
and encouraging local merchants to extend their reach
by adding a festival space to their brick-and-mortar
venue. As NBBA Treasurer Kathleen Dooley noted,
“It is always a work in progress between the NBBA
and the producer to push towards a more unique event
while retaining some of the classic features like Animal
Blessing and chalk drawings.”
2 2 2
Did you know the NB Festival used to be called the
Upper Grant Avenue Street Fair? In the Fall Semaphore,
we’ll feature an illustrated oral history of this versatile,
resilient local tradition.
2 2 2
And please join the THD Art & Culture committee. We sponsor and host multiple events every year, and
want/need members. Come help make your neighborhood event calendar dreams come true. Contact me,
the Committee Chair, at romalynschmaltz@gmail.com
for information on future meetings — usually Sunday
afternoons at the North Beach Bauhaus. All ages and
interests are welcome. Let’s make this year eventful!

THD Committees Need You

Here are some art and culture events scheduled in
North Beach in the coming months:

GALLERY CALENDAR
Modern Eden Gallery (721 Filbert St. / moderneden.
com): Jana Brike, painter, August 5–September 10;
FLUX: Anomie Belle Album Release Show, August 5–
September 10; Femme to Femme Fatale, September
17–October 8.

v

v

v

v

v

The North Beach Bauhaus (703 Columbus Ave. / contact romalynschmaltz@gmail.com for more scheduling information): First Friday Opening: Ghosts of
North Beach Past: a group art show of passed neighbors, Friday, 7 October, 5-10 PM; Mascularity: A Play
about Masculinity reading performance by local
writer Richard Slota, Monday, October 17, 7:30 PM—
Sponsored by the THD A&C Committee; Roy Mottini

Halloween Look-Alike Contest, Sunday, October 30,
5-9 PM, prizes for best costumes of our beloved and
well-dressed friend.

v

v

v

v

v

ONGOING
Check out the new Mule Design Studios on Fresno
Alley off Grant Avenue, former home of The Emerald
Tablet. They offer classes, collaborations, and multimedia art and culture opportunities.
http://muledesign.com

v

v

v

v

v

Swing by Macchiarini Creative Design
at 1544 Grant Ave. to learn about exciting new metalworking and jewelry classes available from multiple
generations of this 68-year North Beach Institution.
http://macreativedesign.com

TELEGRAPH HILL DWELLERS
Voice Mail: (415) 843-1011. Web Site: www.thd.org
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THD BOARD OFFICERS 2015-2016

DIRECTORS

President: Stan Hayes – stan.hayes@thd.org

Term: 2016-2017

Vice-President: Judy Irving – judy.irving@thd.org

Marilee Gaffney
Andy Katz
Romalyn Schmaltz
Katie Hopkins

Recording Secretary: Mary Lipian – mary.lipian@thd.org
Corresponding Secretary: Mary Ann Scanlon-Stone – maryann.scanlon@thd.org
Treasurer: Joe Luttrell – joe.luttrell@thd.org
Financial Secretary: Melissa Mountain – melissa.mountain@thd.org
Historian: Nancy Shanahan – nancy.shanahan@thd.org
Immediate Past President: Vedica Puri – vedica.puri@thd.org
Editor of the Semaphore: Carol Verburg — semaphore@thd.org

Term: 2016-2018
Paul Webber
Robert Woehrle
Natalie Parker
Don Raichle

Get involved in our neighborhood and make a difference!
Join a THD committee and help keep the Hill a special
place to live.

STANDING COMMITTEES
Art & Culture: Romalyn Schmaltz (Chair) Contact Romalyn at romalyn.schmaltz@thd.org
Budget: Joe Luttrell (Chair) Contact Joe at joe.luttrell@thd.org
Membership: Melissa Mountain (Chair) Contact THDmembership@gmail.com
Oral History Project: TBD
Parking/Transportation/Subway: Michael Pedroni and Howard Wong
Contact Michael at michael.pedroni@thd.org or Howard at howard.wong@thd.org
Parks, Trees, & Birds: Carlo Arreglo & Judy Irving (Co-Chairs)
Contact Carlo at carlo.arreglo@thd.org or Judy at judy.irving@thd.org
Planning & Zoning: Mary Lipian (Chair) Contact Mary at mary.lipian@thd.org
Semaphore: Judy Irving, Julie Jaycox, Carol Verburg, contact: semaphore@thd.org
Social & Program: TBD. Contact Marilee Gaffney at marilee.gaffney@thd.org
Waterfront: Jon Golinger (Chair) Contact Jon at jon.golinger@thd.org

Planning & Zoning Committee

meets

last Thursdays.

Call for time and location. 986-7070, 563-3494, or 391-5652.

LIAISONS WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
Central Police District Community Advisory Board: Daryl Babbitt
Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods: Paul Webber
Friends of Washington Square Liaison: Marilee Gaffney
Neighborhood Network Liaison: Gerry Crowley
Northeast Waterfront Advisory Group Member: Jon Golinger
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There’s
betterway
way
to connected
be connected
your neighborhood
and
There’sno
no better
to be
to yourtoneighborhood
and be a voice
ofbe
theahillvoice
by
of the hill than
by
joining
Telegraph
Hill
Dwellers,
today.
joining Telegraph Hill Dwellers, today.
Join
at THD.org.
you’d to
prefer
have a brochure
and
sign-up
mailed
to leave
you, aplease
send
an email
to
Join at
THD.org.
If you’dIf prefer
have to
a brochure
and sign-up
form
mailedform
to you,
please
message
at (415)
843-1011
membership@thd.org.
Already Give
a member?
or send an email to membership@thd.org.
Already a member?
one as aGive
gift! one as a gift!

Membership includes:

 A one-year subscription to news & events via email and a quarterly paper, The Semaphore.
 Opportunities to be active in your community. Your passion likely aligns to one of many committees.
 Social and Art & Culture events throughout the year – attend and contribute!
Annual Dues:
Individuals............................ $35
Households.......................... $50
Seniors (65 and older).......... $25
Senior Households............... $40

Join
gift of membership
at THD.org
email843-1011
membership@thd.org.
Join now
or now
give or
thegive
giftthe
of membership
at THD.org
or callor(415)
or send an email to
membership@thd.org.
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