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PRESIDENT'S CORNER

t’s an oldie but goodie. Spot zoning. Take one
site, ask to double the height limits and no one
will notice. Damn existing zoning laws and planning policy. “It’s just one site, it’s just one exemption.”
It is also the reason organizations like ours exist. We
saw it at 110 The Embarcadero and we’re seeing it
again at 555 Washington. It’s all part of the “Vertical
Earthquake” foreshadowed by Herb Caen as far back
as 1962. No one can say it quite like he did so I won’t
try. The following is an excerpt from a November
1962 column from Mr. Caen, in the Chronicle.
An elegant reminder of what we are all about.
***
Henry Park has invented a parlor game—fun for
young and old alike—called City Planning. The equipment is simple, and any number can play. All you need is
a grid map of San Francisco, crayons and a dice box.
The player who wins the toss rolls the dice,
finds the corresponding coordinates on the map and
“destroys” or “improves” that square with his crayon.

If he colors a landmark, he gets
10 points. A theater is worth 9
points. If the numbers he rolls
fail to intersect, he may draw a
freeway—15 points—between
the two spots and pick up any number of points in
between, depending on the buildings in his path (a
pre-1906 house is worth five points).
The players may give themselves various titles
—state highway engineer, city architect, Eastern capitalist and so on—and the one who destroys City Hall
for a parking lot is declared the winner. To add a final
note of verisimilitude, all players are blindfolded.
Well, City Planning, like Monopoly, is just a
game—a dangerous game that San Francisco is playing every day with great recklessness. It contains an
continued on page 4

Sean O’Donnell
Handyman

“Anything can be fixed
except a fallen soufflé.”

307-1205
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
added hazard: The players are not only blindfolded,
they are also masked, and the masks aren’t necessarily
black or white. It’s hard to tell the good guys from the
bad guys, and even the players themselves aren’t sure.
If you want to build a 33-story skyscraper on a slope
of Nob Hill, are you a hero or a villain? Not too long
ago the answer would have been simple.
A few days ago, we were delighted or chagrined,
according to our various tastes, to read that another
20-story apartment house will rise on Russian Hill—
in a so-called “sacred enclave.” For years, the general
feeling in that area has been that nobody would dare
desecrate it with a towering slab of concrete. Good
taste would prevail.
Well, we learned something—again too late.
Nothing is sacred in San Francisco any longer. The
Russian Hillers who opposed that 20-story building
expressed a great love for San Francisco and made
vain appeals to ethics and morality. The lady who
is going to build that skyscraper probably loves San
Francisco, too, in her own fashion, and would like to
make a buck besides. That is also a sacred tradition.
Which brings us to the Nub Hill of the problem:
The lady who owns the Russian Hill property isn’t
breaking laws by building her monster.
If what’s left of the physical character of San
Francisco is to be preserved, the laws have to change.
(Frank Lloyd Wright once said, “San Francisco is the

CORRECTIONS

continued from page 3

only city I can think of that can survive all the things
you people are doing to it and still look beautiful.”
Then he snickered, “What San Francisco really needs
is another earthquake,” which overlooked the fact
that we are having a quake—a vertical one.)
Changing the law to provide for zones that are
indeed sacred—for reasons of history, beauty and
just plain breathing space—is not going to be easy.
There are people in City Hall who would tear down
City Hall without a qualm in the name of that magic
slogan: “Get it on the tax rolls!”
A high Chamber of Commerce official said:
“We WANT big buildings here. We want this to
remain the business capital of the West.” So does
everybody—as long as the buildings add to, rather
than detract from, the city.
“We don’t want people to say San Francisco is
dying,” another said.
When is a city dying? Howard Moody answers
that question this way:
“A city is dying when it has an eye for real estate
values but no heart for personal values, when it has
an understanding of traffic flow but no concern
about the flow of human beings, when we have competence in building but little time for ethical codes,
when human values are absent at the heart of the
decision-making and planning and governing of a
city—it is dead and all that is left is decay.”
This column, excerpted, first appeared in The
Chronicle on Nov. 11, 1962.

The following errors occurred in the Fall Issue
of The Semaphore:
On p.28, the photo caption identifies the poet as
Saslly Towse. Her correct name is Sally Doyle.
On p. 37, the author of Lost America is identified as Arnell Brophy. The correct name is Wendy
Arnell Brophy
Also on p. 37, the title of Alex Szerlip’s poem is
given as “Russia.” The correct title is “Russia, 1931.”
4

Issue #187 • Spring 2009

Learning from History:

by Aaron Peskin

4

0 years ago this year the
Transamerica
Corporation
began its campaign to build
the City’s tallest building, the iconic
Transamerica Pyramid. Today, two
generations later their successors,
AEGON Corp, a multinational corporation, is proposing to double the
height limit of the adjoining property they own on
the corner of Washington and Sansome streets from
200 feet to 400 feet. Will history repeat itself? Will
we let it?
The tortured tale of the controversial development of the Transamerica
Pyramid is set forth in revered former San Francisco Planning Director,
Allan Jacob’s seminal book, Making City
Planning Work. The parallels between
what was happening then and now are
striking. In those days, developers were
continually pushing the height and bulk
of Downtown northwards into the
human scale, historic neighborhoods

of Jackson Square, North Beach and
Chinatown. Planning Director Jacobs,
standing up for the fundamental principals of good planning, high quality
urban design and the preservation of
these developed, intact neighborhoods,
opposed the project on a number of
grounds. Despite Jacob’s opposition, his
boss, then Mayor Joe Alioto, went over
his head and overruled him by convincing a bare
majority of the Planning Commission to approve
the project. The project required unprecedented aid
from politicians: turning a portion of a
city street (Merchant Alley) over to the
developer, granting significant state and
federal tax breaks, and perverting the
City’s General Plan, Planning Code and
design standards.
Then like now it took a lot of
courage and fortitude to stand up for
sound urban planning principals in the
face of the developer’s public relations
campaign. The developers and their
allies at the San Francisco Chronicle
marginalized those who questioned the
wisdom of building San Francisco’s tallest building
at this location. As a matter of fact, in his 1980 book
Mr. Jacobs expresses his disappointment with THD
and San Francisco Planning and Urban Research
(SPUR) for not doing more to oppose the Pyramid
thusly: “The role played by Telegraph Hill Dwellers,
a prestigious organization of the neighborhoods
to the immediate north of the proposed building,
was not as strong as expected. Perhaps the ‘incognito’ efforts of the Transamerica’s public relations
continued on next page
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Photos of Transamerica Pyramid under construction by Bill Koska, courtesy San Francisco History Center, SF Public Library.

Thoughts on the Proposal to Double Heights
on the North Edge of Downtown

Downtown Height Limits

continued from page 5

staff had been effective… [They] were fearful of a
totally negative public image…[and]…did not want
to appear to be against everything.”
Actually, the primary player in the battle against
the Pyramid (THD did indeed play a role), was the
The Environmental Workshop, a group of young
urban designers and environmentalists who according to Mr. Jacobs, must not have been worried about
being vilified by the local media.
And as Allan Jacobs muses in his book, while
they lost the fight their efforts were not in vain. In the
aftermath of the Transamerica battle a forward-thinking zoning plan for Downtown was finally created.
The Downtown Plan, adopted in 1985, was among a
number of plans that pushed new high-rise development to the south of Market Street. The Downtown
Plan also called for the retention of Downtown’s
last surviving historic buildings, discouraged parking garages, encouraged public transit and called for
appropriate transition heights at

downtown’s northern edge where it meets Jackson
Square, North Beach and Chinatown. Height
limits were adopted to implement the policies
of the Downtown Plan. Over the last 25 years
San Francisco’s Downtown Plan has been widely
acclaimed in the professional planning and urban
design community.
The current proposal to confer value worth tens
of millions of dollars to one developer by doubling
their zoning from 200 to 400 feet for only this parcel
is being justified by the claim that the project will
“create” additional public open space. The developer
is proposing to “expand” and turn over to the City
the existing private open space at the base of the
Pyramid, known as Redwood Park. Let’s examine
the details:
(1) Redwood Park is an extant amenity that
serves the Pyramid’s tenants. “Giving” it to the City
is of little if any value to the public and is ultimately
a liability for the City’s overburdened Recreation and
Parks Department. In other words they are offering us
nothing.
(2) The developer is attemptcontinued on page 33
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FROM THE DESK OF

Supervisor CHIU

I

hope everyone has been enjoying the recent
warm weather of spring, and is making plans for
the summer months.

First, some good news. In response to neighborhood
concerns, I have made numerous phone to try get the
North Beach Pool open. Now after eight months the pool
is at last open for business. One of the pools in the facility
was losing four feet of water per day and required significant repair to get back into working order. While the
question of how the pool came to be damaged is still being
examined, the building is now available for use.

pose and the Board will need to
adopt a budget that balances that
gap. As your Supervisor, I am committed to ensuring that
core, front-line city services are the last things to be cut as
we deal with the worst budget problem in recent history.
Now more than ever, we need to preserve access to basic
city services — public safety, public health, public transit,
and key neighborhood assets. With half of our discretionary budget at risk, no services are safe, but I am committed to fighting for our neighborhoods as we balance our
enormous deficit.

THE 8 WASHINGTON PROJECT

TRANSIT FIRST

Many of you have followed the ongoing saga over
Seawall Lot 351, the 8 Washington project. Given the
ongoing debate over the future of underutilized seawall lots
along the northeast waterfront, as well as neighborhood
concerns about inappropriate development, I have asked the
Planning Department to convene a public planning process
to shape the future of the northeast waterfront. Since policymakers often consider individual developments without
accounting for neighborhood context, I want to insure that
the voices of residents are considered before significant
changes are made to the precious asset of our waterfront.
It is my profound hope that we can create some consensus
around a vision for what the waterfront will look like in the
future. For more information, visit http://www.sfgov.org/
site/planning_index.asp?id=102708
That brings us to the biggest challenge we’re facing
at City Hall—our budget woes. The City and County of
San Francisco has a discretionary budget of approximately
$1.2 billion. Every month since last year, we have received
significantly negative economic news; at last count, our
budget deficit for the coming fiscal year is closing in on
$600 million. In the coming weeks, the Mayor must pro-

Some of you may have followed the first episode
in the budget debate, the discussion over funding for
the Municipal Transportation Agency, which operates
MUNI. The first version of the MTA budget significantly
raised fares, cut services, and hemorrhaged millions of
dollars to other city departments for non-transit services
in so-called work orders. At a time when people are struggling to get by, making it harder to get to work and school
on time is not acceptable, so I proposed significant changes
to the MTA budget. Compared to the first MTA budget,
the most recent MTA budget has reversed $15 million in
work orders and included another $10 million for MUNI
riders through hard-fought negotiations, reducing fares
for our most vulnerable populations and augmenting critical bus routes. Thanks to many of you, the 39-Coit is no
longer on the chopping block. In a budget year like this, no
outcome is good, but I am pleased to have been able to put
back vital services to protect MUNI.
I want to thank many of you who have provided me
with ideas and feedback on various legislative and policy
proposals, and look forward to seeing you at an upcoming
THD meeting.

HELP THE ‘HOOD Shop L ocally
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THE NEW NORTH BEACH LIBRARY:

I

A MANY-SIDED ISSUE

n April, THD President Vedica Puri wrote the
letter below to Bill Wycko, Environmental Review
Office for the San Francisco Planning Department,
urging that a full Environmental Impact Review of the
current library plan including a consideration of alternatives be conducted. This review is now underway. A full
EIR is presently being conducted.
Vedica’s letter is followed by two arguments, one by
Howard Wong and Sue Cauthen in support of THD’s position, and one by Julie Christensen questioning it.

Dear Mr. Wycko:
Telegraph Hill Dwellers (THD) strongly supports the enhancement of the North Beach Library and
the ongoing master planning efforts for Joe DiMaggio
Park. Because of the importance of the Park’s recreational facilities and the library to our community as a
whole, we view the environmental review process as a
critical tool for developing and examining viable alternatives to improve our library within a comprehensive
planning process for the Park.
We understand that the currently proposed
design is for a new library building to be located on
the “triangle” parcel, bounded by Columbus, Lombard
and Mason, and encroaching into the Mason St rightof-way, and that an environmental impact report
(“EIR”) will be prepared. In order to receive neighborhood-wide public comment and to sufficiently
inform the content and coverage of the EIR, we ask
you to confirm the Planning Department’s intent to
conduct a public scoping meeting for the EIR. …
After reviewing and giving serious consideration to
the currently proposed design for a new North Beach
Library and its location on the triangle parcel of land
purchased with open space funds, the 17-member
THD Board of Directors voted unanimously to
urge the San Francisco Public Library and the
Department of Recreation and Parks to develop
design alternatives for the retrofit and possible
8

expansion of the existing library building…
There are several reasons for THD’s position:
• The Triangle was purchased with open space funds
with the intent that it remain open space;
• The existing library is part of the Appleton-Wolford
series of mid-century San Francisco libraries constructed between 1951 and 1966 which are considered to be an historic resources;
• There may be compelling fiscal reasons to preserve
and retrofit the existing library instead of constructing a new building;
• The North Beach Pool and Clubhouse building
was designed around the existing library and
echoes its roofline and formal pattern;
• The proposed design for the new library does
not appear compatible with the character of
North Beach or with the North Beach Pool and
Clubhouse building;
• Sensitive scenic public views of landmark features
of North Beach and Telegraph Hill (including
Coit Tower and the Saints Peter and Paul Church
spires)—views enjoyed and photographed by
many thousands of tourists each year—would be
cut off; and
• The retrofit of the existing library building is
the most sustainable solution—considering the
amount of energy required to manufacture, transport and construct a new building, and the additional energy required for demolition, preservation
is the essence of sustainability.
In conclusion, we are requesting that you please
invite the public back into the discussion through an
EIR scoping meeting as soon as possible, and that
you engage in an open process for developing retrofit
and expansion options to ensure that the EIR will
provide sufficient analysis for the approval of these
alternatives to the currently proposed design and
location for the library.
Issue #187 • Spring 2009

SAVE OUR LIBRARY, SAVE OUR TRIANGLE
by Sue Cauthen, Chair, Library Citizens Advisory
Committee of the Board of Supervisors; and
Howard Wong, AIA, Coalition for a Better North Beach
Library & Playground

T

he San Francisco sunset illuminates Coit
Tower, comforting us with its fluted elegance, open portals and embracing trees.
Tiny houses climb Telegraph Hill outlined against
the sky. The twin steeples of SS Peter & Paul Church
reach for the heavens, glimmering in the twilight.
The Transamerica Pyramid exudes the confidence of
a modern icon, anchoring the urban focal point at the
foot of Columbus Avenue. Russian Hill’s undulating
slopes and the “crookedest” Lombard Street embrace
a unique civic composition. Cable cars and clanging
bells accent the Mason Street curve.
The neighborhood where Lombard and Mason
streets merge with Columbus Avenue is a scenic
“Mediterranean village” as enduring as any public
vista in Venice, Portofino, Dubrovnik, Santorini
or Istanbul. From multiple vantage points, one
can feel so much of the City. This natural beauty
is a timeless urban symphony—which must be
protected and enhanced.
But neighborhood character and ambiance
are constantly under siege. And nowhere more so
than at the small triangular parcel at 701 Lombard.
The San Francisco Public Library (SFPL) wants
to shoehorn a massive branch facility onto the
Breakfast
& Lunch
7 days a week
7:30-3:30

site. This “triple threat” project would also close
Mason Street and demolish the historic Appleton
library that abuts it.
Worse, the library would be crammed onto
a site taken by eminent domain—intended to be
a park.

PRESERVING THE PUBLIC’S TRUST
The land-use battle of 2003-04 over the
Triangle lot at 701 Lombard was broad-based.
“Scores of people of all ages and races, including Chinese
Americans who used translators and 7 year-olds who brought
colored drawings, packed the Board of Supervisors chambers Tuesday for a hearing that lasted six hours. The issue:
whether the city should buy the land through eminent domain
for a park, or let its owners build on it.”

—SF Chronicle, October 23, 2003

Throughout the neighborhood, posters in windows read, “SAVE THE TRIANGLE. EXPAND
THE PARK”.
“Motion: “That THD write a letter to appropriate San
Francisco City officials requesting that the City acquire the
triangular parcel of land commonly known as ‘701 Lombard
Street’ for purposes of a park, in order to expand the North
Beach Playground.”

—The Semaphore, Autumn 2003

PROTECTION OF VIEW CORRIDORS
“The mass of the [planned] building would block existing views of Coit Tower, Telegraph Hill and Sts. Peter and
Paul from Columbus Avenue as one proceeds into North
Beach from the Waterfront, and likewise would block views of
Russian Hill from the North Beach Playground.”

—The Semaphore, Summer 2003

LEGAL OBLIGATIONS
In an extraordinary use of eminent domain, the
continued on page 11
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Save Our Library/Triangle

continued from page 8

City acquired the Triangle “for open space under
the Neighborhood Park Bond and Open Space
Programs.”
The Triangle was purchased with the Open Space
Fund, which “shall be expended or used solely by the
[Recreation & Park] Department, subject to the budgetary and fiscal provisions of the Charter, to provide
enhanced park and recreational services and facilities.”
The Open Space charter amendment states that
“No park land may be sold or leased for non-recreational purposes, nor shall any structure on park property be built, maintained or used for non-recreational
purposes, unless approved by a vote of the electors.”
TODAY, the library intends to construct an 8,500
square foot building on the Triangle, a building so big
that plans require the closing of Mason St. and extending the building 24 feet into the public right of way.
If you supported eminent domain in 2003, you
supported a park and view protections.

If you opposed eminent domain, you protected
individual property rights.
Now, it’s “BAIT & SWITCH”, irrespective of
your position in 2003. You get neither a park nor
protected property rights. You are essentially trading
a 40-foot condo building for a huge, bulky 30-foot
library totally out of context with its surroundings.

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY
The City faces staggering budget deficits: $438
million in 2009, $615 million 2010, $746 million
in 2011. Departmental budgets will be cut, and cut
again. SFPL’s Prop A general obligation bonds for
branch renovations are spent. Revenue bonds must
be sold to pay for the North Beach branch, and they
aren’t even due to go on the market till 2010. But the
debt incurred will be repaid with set-aside money
from the general fund. So, the larger the debt obligations; the greater the impact on operating budgets of
ALL branch libraries.
continued on page 12

Julie Christiansen’s rendering of Howard Wong’s suggested alternative. Wong responds “This is not
our plan. Our coalition has posed some concepts including Historic Restoration, expansion with the
existing library... and possibly some new buildings. Our primary request is that the EIR process study
all design alternatives.”
Issue #187 • Spring 2009
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Library and Playground as currently envisioned.

Save Our Library/Triangle

cont’d from page 11

The Triangle Library has an estimated $8 million project cost—-not counting the estimated $6
million in interest. For 8,500 square feet, that’s $940
per square foot. Factoring in the $3 million for the
eminent domain purchase, that‘s $1,290 per square
foot. Cost of the dignified Marina branch renovation
and expansion was $503 per square foot—-already
a regal sum.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
The San Francisco sunset illuminates the red
masonry of the old North Beach library, comforting
us with its rhythm of roof timbers, swooping ridges
and embracing landscape. Coit Tower, Telegraph
Hill and SS Peter & Paul Church hover above as
cable cars glide by.
Built in 1958 by Appleton & Wolfard Architects,
12

the stately library is recognized as quality architecture
and a modern historic resource. Historic preservation
has gained favor as the most sustainable construction
methodology, conserving resources as well as cost.
And preservationists hoped that these precepts would
guide the branch renovation project.
“According to present plans [in 2003], it appears the
upgrades will not alter [the libraries’] modern character
significantly. That is fortunate since the libraries are good
illustrations of postwar architecture.”

—SF Architectural Heritage News, JulyAugust 2003

PLEASE JOIN WITH Telegraph Hill Dwellers,
North Beach Neighbors, the Library Citizens
Advisory Committee of the Board of Supervisors,
Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods, San
continued on page 13
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New Library/Better Park

by Julie Christensen
Friends of Joe DiMaggio Playground

I

think our parks and libraries say a lot about
what kind of community we are. And I don’t like
what the current North Beach Library and Joe
DiMaggio Playground are saying about us.
I am convinced that we have to choose between
keeping the library building we have or having a spacious, comfortable and workable library. I vote for the
better library. We have a chance for a new library and,
eventually, a greener and more attractive park adjacent
to it. Do we want to pass that up? For what instead?
I feel that the small part of Mason Street between
Lombard and Columbus is infinitely more valuable as
park land than as a way to zip through our neighborhood faster. I honestly believe that, once the street is
closed, people will wonder what all the fuss was about.
(This happened before when we thought Trader Joe’s
would cause a traffic apocalypse. It didn’t.)
I think it is important to make our neighborhood a place where families and seniors, in particular,
feel safe and happy, and I think the new library is a
step in that direction.
But those are just my opinions. And I am clear
on the difference between my opinions and fact.
Howard Wong and Sue Cauthen have asserted

Save Our Library/Triangle

The Library/Park Project by the Numbers
(Source: City records)
Will building on the triangle take away green space?
• 4100 Added square feet of park land if the triangle becomes a mini-park.
• 12,000 Added square feet of park land if the
library goes on the triangle, Mason becomes park
land and the old library site is reclaimed.
• 200 Lineal feet of park land bordering Columbus
Avenue if the library is placed on the triangle and
Mason is closed.
Is the planned library too small?
• 2nd (Smallest) Relative size of the current library
as compared to other City branches, at 5330 sf.
• 8500 sf Planned size of new library (60% bigger).
continued on page 14

cont’d from page 12

Francisco Tomorrow, San Francisco Preservation
Consortium, SPEAK, Coalition for a Better North
Beach Library & Playground and countless residents
to support open space on the Triangle.
SMARTER DESIGN ALTERNATIVES
exist, which would create a bigger, better and greener
library, saving millions of dollars in taxpayers’ money.
Options include restoration of the modern historic
North Beach Library and an elegant, more functional
Issue #187 • Spring 2009

that the current North Beach Library can be renovated to accommodate all the library functions and
resolve all the access and structural issues with no
detrimental impact on the playground. The Library,
the City architects and the architects for the new
library (specialists in adaptive reuse) were not able
to accomplish what Howard and Sue claim. What’s
their secret? So, is their claim based on a fact? An
opinion? Or a wish?

addition.
WRITE TO SAVE TRIANGLE PARK AND
PUBLIC VIEW CORRIDORS:
Luis Herrera (City Librarian), Jared
Blumenfeld (GM, Recreation & Park Department)
and Supervisor David Chiu (Board President):
lherrera@sfpl.org, jared.blumenfeld@sfgov.org,
David.Chiu@sfgov.org
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New Library/New Park

continued from page 13

• 8400 sf Average size of neighborhood branch
libraries (up from 6900 sf before the Branch
Library Improvement Program began).
Is the planned library too big?
• 26 ft Height of the current library above the playground.
• 30 ft Proposed average height of the new library.
• 37 ft Average height of the surrounding residential buildings.
• 48 ft Average height above grade of the proposed
701 Lombard condos.
Was there adequate public process?
• 5 Number of community meetings held between
4/08 & 2/09.
• 80 Average number of people attending each of
those meetings.
• 7 (Out of 7) Number of Library Commissioners
that voted in favor of the proposed master plan.
• 7 (Out of 7) Number of RecPark Commissioners
that voted in favor of the proposed master plan.
• 3 (Out of 3) Number of Arts Commission Civic
Design Review members that voted in favor of the
conceptual design for the new library.
Should we wait and look for more options?
• 27 Number of branches in the San Francisco
library system.
• 26 Number of branches that have been renovated,
constructed or had renovation plans initiated since
2000. North Beach is the last branch in the system to
be upgraded, partially due to “neighborhood process.”
• 6 Years since first community meeting on the
North Beach Branch renovation.
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• 58 Number of different library locations and
configurations considered for the North Beach
Branch during the last 18 months.
Is the planned library expensive?
• $ 988 Estimated comprehensive cost per square
foot of the proposed North Beach Branch Library
(design, engineering, demo, construction, etc.).
• $ 1,234 Average cost per square foot of 3 other
branch libraries most similar to North Beach in project scope (Bay View, Ortega, Visitation Valley).
Will closing Mason create a traffic problem?
• 25 Average number of seconds between cars traveling in either direction on Mason Street during
peak evening commute hours.
• <10 Average delay, in seconds, at peak commute
hours at the intersections surrounding the triangle.
• +1 Anticipated additional delay, in seconds, if
Mason is closed.
• Number of City departments, including Fire,
Police, MTA and Muni, that have indicated they
are opposed to the closing of Mason Street.
Is the current library historically important?
• 8   Number of libraries designed by AppletonWolfard in the 1950s and 60s.
• 6 Number of Appleton-Wolfard libraries being
renovated.
• 8 (Last) Rank of the North Beach Branch compared to the other Appleton-Wolfard branches for
adherence to original appearance and layout and
adaptability to modern structural and accessibility
requirements.
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FRIENDS OF WASHINGTON SQUARE:
THREE DECADES OF VIGILENCE
by Dawne Bernhardt

S

ince the group of volunteers known as Friends
of Washington Square (FWS) came together
in the 1980s with the goal of preserving and
beautifying our neighborhood park the users of the
park have increased in numbers and diversity.
Again this year we will be monitoring the highest impact commercial use of the park, the North
Beach Festival. The promoter’s plan is the same
as last year including 40 booths circling the entire
inside perimeter of the park plus seven food booths
further into the park on the grass on the Columbus
side and 18 port-a-potties on Filbert side across from
Sts. Peter and Paul.
Consistent with our goals FWS has opposed
large scale commercial activities whose size is beyond
the ability of the park to recover. We continue to
welcome colorful fairs and festivals, like S.F. Mime
Troupe and Mothers’ March that are appropriate to
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our small park and its users.
Other continuing work includes our Committee
in Opposition to the Central Subway and its effect
on Washington Square, headed by Zach Stewart
and Joan Wood. (Contact zachstewart@sbcglobal.net
about this.)
Given the increasing use of the park and cutbacks in gardeners and maintenance time FWS is
restarting Saturday work parties. Volunteers are
welcome for any amount of time on the 3rd Sat of the
month from 2-4. Meet on mid Filbert across from
Sts. Peter and Paul.
FWS is designing a survey to identify current
uses of the park its, users and their preferences. On
August 11, at 6:30 at Tel Hi on Lombard,. FWS will
hold a Special Evening Meeting to hear from all who
use and care for the park. We will share preliminary
survey numbers and will also be looking for fundraising ideas to support the tree replacement program
described by Ken Maley in the
Winter 2009 Semaphore.
Our meetings, which are
open to all, are held the 2nd
Tuesday of each month at 8:30
a.m. in the Community Room
at the North Beach pool complex. Join us then or contact us
to volunteer for survey, work
parties or observation. “We
welcome all contributions,
which can be by check payable
to San Francisco Parks Trust,
Inc., marked for Friends of
Washington Square, and
mailed to FWS, P.O. Box
330241, S. F. CA 94133.
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THD ORAL HISTORY TAKES A BREATHER
by Rozell Overmire, THD Archivist

A

lmost everyone has an older person in their
family or neighborhood who tells wonderful
stories. Without these helpful markers in time,
we wouldn’t realize how different our lives are and how
we fit into the lives of each preceding generation. Older
folks give us this gift and link us to eternity.
For the past ten years the THD Oral History
Committee has been privileged to collect these stories from people who grew up in our neighborhood
or lived here a long time. Some created businesses;
others just lived and worked here, contributing in
their way to our community. These seventy, eighty,
and ninety year olds also remembered their grandparents and their grandparents’ experiences, providing remembrances that often transported us back to
early San Francisco.
As a community, we have benefited from these
interviews as we have learned through the stories
of these narrators how North Beach people were
schooled, how they worked and were entertained.
Now we have twenty-four transcripts about their
history—which is our history— to share through
our libraries. The narrators have also benefited as
they have been able to share the transcripts and photos documenting their lives with their families.
This project has involved at least thirty people
through the years, training, interviewing, copying and
editing photos and tapes, copying and binding text, and

finally sending copies to the narrators and the libraries.
THD oral histories were sent to the San Francisco
North Beach Library, the Main San Francisco Library
History Room, the Bancroft Library at U.C. Berkeley
and the Elmer Andersen Library at the University of
Minnesota (where a collection of Italian American
oral histories from around the U.S. is kept). One even
went to the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C.
since it was about painful memories of the Second
World War the narrator had not previously expressed
to his family.
Now we feel as a committee it is time to take
a breather, hoping that other THD’ers will want to
continue this work. There are funds set aside to carry
on. However, as in all volunteer groups, new blood and
enthusiasm are needed. Till then, the records of our
work will be kept in our archives and the oral histories will be available at the libraries and on loan from
Audrey Tomaselli to THD members. Special thanks
go to Gerry Crowley for convincing Audrey to start
the program and to Audrey for carrying on these many
years. [An excerpt from Audrey’s interview with Norma
Tedaldi appears in this issue of The Semaphore.]
And thanks too to Peter Overmire for his
seemingly endless work on the photo reproduction.
Almost every photo in every copy came from the
Overmire’s printer after Peter edited and labeled it. It
has been an extraordinary journey to work together
with volunteer committee members, the narrators,
their families, and the professional community.
On February 7th the oral history committee came
together to celebrate and say goodbye at an afternoon
tea. The spirit of community was present. Two family members who had helped produce their relative’s
oral histories came too, and we passed around our
most recently produced transcript from narrator
Annie Guardino Wallace. We read a note written by
Lena Spediacchi Massuco, another narrator, whose
continued on page 18
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By Patricia Cady

LIDO NOMELLINI TURNS 100

M

ore than eighty friends and relatives celebrated at a family party to mark Lido’s
one-hundredth birthday in April.
Another party was held at the National
Shrine of St. Francis where he has
been an almost daily communicant
for many years.
Born in a small town near Lucca,
Italy, Lido came to San Francisco in
1954 with his son, Gino, to join his
brother, Vittorio, who worked on
the cable cars. His wife, Lena, joined
him the next year, with their daughter, Alma, the proprietress of the
long established Union Street shop,
Alma’s Dressmaking and Alterations.
The family found a 5-room flat at
Union and Grant which Lido still occupies

55 years later, still climbing steep flights of stairs.
Walking may be a key to his longevity. He has always
walked anywhere he has wanted to go in the city.
Another contributor to his long life
might be his love of good food and red
wine. Evenings, he walks to Alma’s
home in the Marina District for dinner, preceded by a Campari or two,
then a home-cooked meal perhaps
including his favorites: minestrone
and vegetable stew with polenta.
Only recently has his brother-inlaw, Sergio, convinced him to occasionally accept a ride home.
Well known, out and about in the
Italian community every day, Sergio
describes how people feel about Lido,
saying, “he’s a great man to everybody.”

IN MEMORIUM

ROSALIE TAGGI

Saint Francis of Assisi Church
(now the National Shrine of Saint
he arrived in North Beach as a
Francis) was Rosalie’s headquaryoung bride and for over eighty
ters for decades where she cooked
years her charity and generand served free pasta dinners. She
ous spirit created community that still
turned the gymnasium (now the
thrives. Rosalie passed away in May at
Porziuncola chapel) into a thrift
age one hundred and one.
shop where she and her small army
A few years ago Telegraph Hill
of volunteers sold household goods
Dwellers laid a bronze plaque near
and clothing. Profits were donather home at the corner of Vallejo
ed to the Catholic archdiocese.
and Kearny Streets to honor her
Neighbors in need paid nothing.
World War II service as “Rosie the
Friends remember the spectacular
Riveter”, when she took the dawn
party that Rosalie’s daughter, Beatrice,
ferry to Richmond, put on her
planned for her mother’s hundredth
mask and horsehide welder’s unibirthday. It was a great event for a
form and helped to build Liberty
Rosalie at her 100th Birthday party
great lady.
Ships until the war was over.
Photo by Gerry Hurtado
By Patricia Cady

S
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Finding San Francisco
History in FoundSF.org
by Chris Carlsson

A

bout ten years ago I had the pleasure of demonstrating Shaping San Francisco to an appreciative gathering
of Telegraph Hill Dwellers. A decade has passed since
then, and I’m very happy to say that the project has not disappeared into the ether of obsolete computers and long-forgotten
programs. We have finally made the original project new again, Ferry Building hidden behind Embarcadero
and it’s completely open and available to you online at http:// Freeway, c. 1958 San Francisco History Center, SF
foundsf.org. And once again I had the pleasure of demonstrat- Public Library
ing the project in its current form to THD members at Art and
Carol Peterson’s lovely home atop Telegraph Hill in April.
The original goal of Shaping San Francisco was to be a living archive of our city’s history. In its original
incarnation we presented about 1,300 screens, utilizing a couple thousand photographs, hundreds of sound
and video clips, and the contributions of well over 100 different writers who provided everything from full
length historical essays to brief diary-like entries and the odd remembrance. But that original version (which
also ran on public kiosks in City Lights Books’ basement, at the Main Library, and many other public locations around town) was difficult to use, and it didn’t lend itself to open participation, in spite of our best
intentions. But the new version does! I am extremely happy to say that all that content, and much more, is
now open to your perusal at the new FoundSF website. But more than that, it’s open to your active participation
and contributions. We are seeking writers, photographers, editors, and community organizers who understand
the vital importance of a shared, participatory archive in a society dominated by amnesia and false nostalgia.
And we hope you’ll help us improve the site, add new material, fill in blanks and shed light on dark corners
of our shared history, and even correct contents when it’s just wrong (yes, sometimes we too have errors!).
If you’ve had occasion to use Wikipedia, the famous user-managed online encyclopedia, then you won’t find
the new FoundSF such a mystery, because we’re using the same underlying software. But even if you’ve never
used it, we are confident you can learn it easily and in any case, we’re conducting an ongoing series of public
demonstrations and workshops. You can find the current schedule at www.shapingsf.org, and of course, you can
jump in to our collection at foundsf.org any time. We look forward to your contributions!

THD Oral History

continued from page 16

family had owned Speedy’s grocery. Lena said, “It is
so sad to see the grocery store still closed, but I guess
everything comes to an end.” However, because of
the work of the THD Oral History Project Lena’s
stories about Speedy’s will live on.
You may have noticed fliers around the neighborhood with photos of twelve faces and the heading “Who Are These People?” The flier directs the
18

public to the North Beach Library and the THD
Oral Histories of these and a dozen other narrators.
During the months of January and February the
North Beach Library featured these folks in a front
window display. It was our committee’s way of saying
thanks to one and all.
Now, go read these amazing stories and tell your
neighbors.
Issue #187 • Spring 2009

The Other Birds of Telegraph Hill
by Judy Irving, all photos by Alan Hopkins

E

ven though my film “The Wild Parrots of
Telegraph Hill” might suggest otherwise, I’m
really not a great birder; I’m stuck at the intermediate level, but I am finally starting to get it: If you
put out the right food and provide water, they will
come. Yes, there are other birds on Telegraph Hill!
A few years ago we were still putting sunflower
seeds out for the wild parrots, but for a variety of
reasons we stopped. The parrots have plenty of food
citywide, and the whole thing got complicated. For
a detailed explanation of what happened, see www.
markbittner.net/writings/feeding_ordinance1.html

Common Birds
But then I started throwing wild bird seed out on
the deck, and— voila! — in flew scrub jays, mourn-

ing doves, and house finches. However, the seed was
also attracting roof rats, which we’ve had trouble
keeping out of our house, too…(more on this later).
Here’s what I’ve come to learn about these birds:
Scrub jays are mostly sea blue with a white belly.
Unlike blue jays (east coast birds), they have no head
crest. They hop boldly, looking around as if they’re
up to something, and often they are: burying nuts for
future use, sometimes stealing eggs or nestlings from
smaller birds.
Mourning doves have small heads and long,
tapered tails. Their soft, poignant “ooAAH cooo coo
coo” sounds like a lament. They sometimes build
nests in odd places, like narrow window ledges where
the eggs roll off. But they’re lovely, with soft taupe
feathers and black spots on the wings.
continued on next page

American Goldfinch, Feb. 9, 2005
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T h e Ot h e r B i r d s o

House finches are small cheery birds with red
heads and breasts, and brown streaked backs and
bellies. Their long, twittering, multi-note song is one
of the first signs of spring.

birds with black foreheads and wings. They discovered Alan’s thistle feeder after only a few days, and
have been coming ever since. I think they might have
nested nearby last summer, because all of a sudden
a lot more of them showed up. If you ask for thistle
(a.k.a. nyjer) and a seed sock at a garden supply store,
you’ll see them too.
Anna’s hummingbirds are tiny, feisty birds with
green backs and iridescent rose-red throats. The
males helicopter way high up and then dive-bomb
almost to the ground in a daring aerial display for the
females. They nest here on the Hill: Last year there
was a tiny nest hanging in plain sight on the walk,
along the west side, up to Coit Tower
If you put in a bird bath or pond, you’ll attract
not only seed-eaters and hummers, but also many
birds that eat insects and worms, such as robins.
Along with the usual “robin red-breast,” which most
people can identify, a rare white-breasted albino
robin has been sighted recently on the Hill.
With essentially no seed waste, the feeders that
Alan put in have cleared out the roof rats, too.

Attracting Less Common Birds

Birds you’ll see in flight

My friend Alan Hopkins, one of San Francisco’s
best birders, house-sat our place two summers ago.
The simple changes he made brought new, smaller,
strikingly beautiful birds into our Greenwich Steps
yard. First of all, he stopped putting out regular seed.
Then he installed finch and hummingbird feeders,
and he created a bird bath out of large and medium
planter saucers with pebbles and rocks, and a small
pump that circulates the water. The sound of water
dripping, the little mesh sock filled with thistle seed,
and the sugar water in the hummingbird feeder
attracted goldfinches, chickadees, hummingbirds,
warblers, and thrushes. Alan also encouraged us to
plant bird-friendly bushes and trees. I’ve since put in
natives like coffeeberry, manzanita, and toyon, plus
sage and hawthorn.
American goldfinches are small, bright yellow

Crows and ravens are large, jet-black birds: crows
are smaller than ravens, their tails are “straight-cut” at
the end, and their calls are the classic “caw-caw-caw.”

Anna’s Hummingbird
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Townsend’s Warbler, Oct. 2, 2006
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of Telegraph Hill

Black-headed Grosbeak

Red-tailed Hawk

Ravens make croaky, guttural calls, their beaks are
huge, and their tails are wedge-shaped. Other birds
you’ll see in flight include red-tailed hawks (brown
above, pale below, with broad wings and a cinnamonred tail), and barn swallows (slender, fast-flying birds
with long forked tails, iridescent blue backs and rustred underparts). Redtails soar in search of parrots and
other medium-sized birds—a red-tailed hawk picked
off the parrot “Connor” in our Wild Parrots movie—
while swallows zoom erratically in search of insects.

film them, they’d already fledged! (fledge=fly for the
first time). Hooded orioles are bright orange-yellow
with a black bib, wings, and tail.
Good luck with your own habitat enhancement
and bird-watching. It’s best not to feed the larger,
more aggressive birds like jays and crows, but to help
out the smaller, shyer ones, if possible. Tell me what
you see (films@pelicanmedia.org), and if you’d like to
volunteer for the Parks, Trees, and Birds Committee,
be in touch.

Here today, gone tomorrow

Resources:

There was a pair of northern mockingbirds
(medium-sized, grey above, pale below) that nested in
the Greenwich Steps garden several years ago. They’re
the ones that sing a medley of tunes, imitating over a
dozen different bird calls, sometimes all night long.
We miss them; maybe they got chased out by the
scrub jays. Now the robins tend to sing all night.
There are other, rarer sightings on the Hill, if
you’re out there with your binoculars: The hooded
oriole occasionally nests here, drawn north from its
usual territory by the Mexican fan palms that the birds
use for their delicate hanging nests. A few years ago we
saw such a nest with chicks in it on lower Montgomery
Street, but when we came back from lunch to try to

The Bird Garden by Stephen Kress
Sibley Guide to Birds by David Sibley
Binoculars: Scope City, 350 Bay Street
Bird seed and feeders: Sloat Garden Centers
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Also: http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/search

Mourning Dove
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Norma Tealdi’s Oral History—An Excerpt

S

ince the 1920s Norma Tealdi has, from her
home at 1051 Montgomery Street, been an
active participant in and keen observer of
neighborhood life on the eastern slope of Telegraph
Hill. For 46 years her father’s grocery store at 1100
Montgomery was a source of polenta by the pound,
live chickens, neighborhood gossip and credit to the
financially strapped. Norma observed the ragman
soliciting business and his horse-drawn wagon moving over cobblestone streets. She was present when
one spring the concrete covered lot above the corner
of Montgomery and Vallejo was transformed with a
rendering of a giant Easter egg.
In her interview with THD’s Oral History
Project, Norma provides varied glimpses into Italian
American life during these years. She recalls a time
when Broadway was vibrant with neighborhood serv-

Norma’s Communion
22

ing businesses—grocers and butchers, barber shops
and drugstores, clothing stores and family restaurants
as well as small manufacturing establishments
Norma describes what it was like to grow up
in her tight-knit community during the 1920s and
1930s—kids playing “kick the can,” or jumping on
the grape trucks as they made deliveries to the Italian
families who made wine at home or roller skating at
the bottom of the hill. Norma relates scenes that we
now only get to see in the movies, in a matter of fact
detail from her kitchen table.
—Audrey Tomiselli

I

n the excerpt that follows Norma Tealdi describes
her social life as a teenager.
She attended Italian picnics held in Marin
sponsored by organized groups like The Window
Cleaners and the Scavengers:
We went more for the dancing than the eating.
We went to look at the boys, you know. Somebody
played the accordion or there was a band of some
kind maybe with a drum or a saxophone. You’d stand
there and the boys would just pass by. If they liked
your looks maybe they’d ask you to dance. If they
didn’t, goodbye! You were a wall flower. So we would
tell the musicians “Call a tag dance!” so we can get in
and dance you know [laughs]. That’s when the girls
could break in and if you saw some boy that you
wanted you’d go and tap the girl on the shoulder. We
couldn’t wait for the tag dancers “Call a tag dance!”
And that way the guys got to know you. “You’re a
good dancer” or “I like the way you dance” or something like that, and then they’d come over and ask
you a second time.
Oh, and there was the Accordion School picnic. There were two brothers, the Pezzolo brothers,
who taught accordion. They gave lessons on the
second floor of the building right down here on
continued on page 38
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MARCHING WITH THE SAINTS
THE GREEN STREET MORTUARY BAND

line is a closed limo with family members, followed
an Francisco, long famed for unusual public by the assorted mourners in their automobiles or
displays, has a properly theatrical way of sometimes on foot. Frequently the Christian hymnsending Asian-American residents off to meet playing, marching band—-its program includes
their maker.
Abide With Me, Onward Christian Soldiers, Fallen
In a tradition going back more than 100 years, a Heroes and St. Jude’s Funeral March—is joined by
uniformed, brass marching band, playing Christian a Buddhist ensemble costumed in saffron robes.
hymns and dirges, leads the deceased and a corps of Attendants in sackcloth mourning garb burn incense.
mourners on a musical march through the streets of Spirit money is scattered along the street to confuse
North Beach and Chinatown. Each year the Green meddling, maladroit spirits who may wish to unsettle
Street Mortuary Band, with its ten musicians, plays the departed on that final long journey.
for more than 300 Chinese and other Asian funeral
Sometimes the entire cortege—marching band,
processions.
convertible, hearse, limo, Buddhist contingent and
It all begins at the Green Street Mortuary in assorted mourners, pause at the departed’s family
North Beach with three shimmering “bangs” on a residence or business, or even a favorite restaurant,
brass Chinese gong as the casket slides into a shiny for a final, brief spiritual visit. The march finally plays
black hearse. At that moment mourners bow three itself out back on the edges of North Beach. The gong
times in unison, and the band, led by a contingent of sounds three times in a final salute. It is a dramatic
special motorcycle police to clear intersections, steps pageant of public mourning. Finally the portrait of the
off slowly at the head of the cortege and begins the deceased is removed from the back seat of the convertprocession with a slow and dramatic rendition of ible. The band disperses and the special motorcycle
Amazing Grace. The harmony of
police contingent leads the way to
the trumpets, trombones, a tuba
the cemetery.
and a lone alto saxophone regisThe proud Chinese, whose
ters sweet, sad and insistent. The
practice of public mourning with
slow-step march is punctuated by
musical accompaniment goes back
muffled thumps of the bass drum,
thousands of years in a Confucian
the snap and roll of the snare and
worship and respect of ancestors,
the intermittent, almost random,
began borrowing from western
banging of the gong.
tradition. In Hong Kong when
An open convertible follows
it was a British Crown Colony
the marching band. Rising from
for example, well-known colonial
the center of its back seat, is a
officers and business leaders were
flower-wreathed, near life-sized,
ushered off this mortal coil by a
color photograph of the deceased.
marching brass band in full regalia,
The hearse follows closely behind John Coppala and Lisa Pollalrd
whose instrumentation sometimes
the top down convertible. Next in make music on Green Street.

by Ernest Beyl

S

continued on page 24
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Green Street Mortuary Band

contineud from page 23

included bagpipes. For prominent Chinese immigrants, it was only a short cultural jump from a funeral procession with a British marching band in Hong
Kong to its approximation in turn-of-the-century
San Francisco. Historian Linda Sun Crowder, herself
a Chinese American with roots in Hawaii, has made
a scholastic mission of exploring her race’s funeral
practices. She has traced early, western-style musical
groups at Chinese funerals in San Francisco back to
1892 when “Little Pete,” someone she described as
“a rogue Chinese entrepreneur-cum-gangster,” was
shot to death in a Washington Street barber shop
and sent on his way in high style to the other side.
For Little Pete’s funeral an ensemble was organized
from the city’s Opera House orchestra and played
the funeral march from the opera Saul.
In 1911 a Chinese boys marching band was
organized. It was called the Cathay Club Boys Band
and a retired U.S. Navy concertmaster, Thomas
Kennedy, helped with the marching and the music,
which tended to be John Philip Sousa marches and
Christian hymns, for important funerals. Sometime
in the sixties the Cathay Club Boys Band faded away
and for a long period Chinese funerals had to be content with ragtag groups with few musical, and fewer
marching, skills.
The tradition of the Green Street Mortuary
inviting bereaved Chinese and other Asian families
to mourn their dead with a hymn-blasting marching band, appeared to be in a spiritual drift. That
is, until the early nineties when Lisa Pollard, a jazz
playing dynamo known widely by her e-mail address
Saxlady, came on the scene.
Lisa Pollard is a talented and gregarious professional musician—the daughter of the late Dick Pollard,
a renowned San Francisco Examiner reporter—with a
business-like, take-no-prisoners manner. When Lisa

24

got the invitation from the Green Street Mortuary to
organize a brass band and revive the funeral march
tradition she jumped at it. She turned to some of San
Francisco’s best musicians, all members of Local 6 of
the musician’s union, who played in jazz, swing and pit
bands around town. Several had their own groups or
performed with major artists. Lisa herself had toured
with Duke Ellington and his Orchestra.
One musician Saxlady sought out when she was
forming the funeral marching band was well-known
San Francisco trumpeter and big band leader John
Coppela, one of the most respected performers in the
area who had played with Woody Herman and Stan
Kenton at various times. Coppela became the Green
Street Mortuary Band’s lead trumpet and arranger.
He remains so to this day.
“I have the job of turning Christian hymns into
march time,” he says over a beer at O’Reilly’s, the
Irish pub across the street from the Mortuary and
the ready-room of choice for band members awaiting
their cue to form up.
Coppela says the Green Street Mortuary
Band has played for many highly prominent San
Franciscans and sometimes takes musical requests.
“We played for Jessica Mitford and Herb Caen when
they died, and when San Francisco author Amy
Tan’s mother Daisy died, we played Daisy during her
funeral procession.”
The Green Street Mortuary Band is indeed a
San Francisco tradition. It’s not only an imposing
way to send the deceased off to their maker but a
fascinating piece of street theater.
Ernest Beyl, known as Gongman, is a North Beach
writer who occasionally marches and plays the Chinese
cymbal with the Green Street Mortuary Band.
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North Beach Citizens Client Profile

Kerrie Barnes, Clara Chun, and Coco the dog
by Brady McCartney

S

ometimes it takes the unrestrained warmth
of a dog to breakdown barriers between two
people. This was the case for Clara Chun and
Kerrie Barnes during their first encounter.
Ms. Chun was on one of her regular walks
through North Beach with her chocolate Labrador,
Coco, when Coco steered her toward a patch of
bushes. To Ms. Chun’s surprise, she and Coco stumbled upon Mr. Barnes camped in the bushes outside
of Francisco Middle School. Though normally timid
when encountering strangers, Coco immediately

took to Mr. Barnes and, without any say in the matter, the “ice” had been broken between Ms. Chun and
Mr. Barnes. From that point on the bushes outside of
Francisco Middle School became part of Ms. Chun
and Coco’s walking route.
Mr. Barnes, 66, had never intended to camp in
the bushes of a San Francisco middle school. He had
moved to California from New Jersey, but after 30
years of living and working in Long Beach, he began
sleeping on the beach. Mr. Barnes had worked as a
chef and a bartender. He had owned his own house
cleaning business employing as many as five other people. He had worked as a convenience store employee
while sleeping on the beach—he made enough money
to pay rent, but not a deposit. On the beaches of Long
Beach, Mr. Barnes said he was “hassled repeatedly”
by the Long Beach Police Department, accruing a
record “as long as my arm” for sleeping outside. Finally,
Mr. Barnes worked as an in-home caregiver for a
terminally ill man, who was also his employer and
landlord, until his patient died. Without any immediate employment prospects or significant savings, Mr.
Barnes decided to move to San Francisco
rather than search for employment while
living on the beaches of Long Beach a
second time.
Upon arriving in San Francisco, Mr.
Barnes immediately moved to North
Beach. As a man living with remissive
bone cancer and chronic back and knee
pain, he knew that if he was going to
be homeless in San Francisco he would
need to live in a neighborhood where he
could feel safe and anonymous. While
he felt safe, he didn’t quite have the
anonymity he had sought. But, by Mr.
continued on page 26
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Editor:
This month, March, our THD Art and Culture
Committee will change chairpersons. Our chairwoman, Termeh Yeghiazarian, is stepping down to
rededicate herself to her artwork. In light of this fact,
I feel moved to celebrate her leadership.
Since Termeh has taken the leadership post, the
committee has grown in number, character and stature. It has become a positive and prominent organizational tool geared toward supporting the cultural
life of North Beach and the many poets and artists
who are at the core of the community.
Termeh has led on many fronts. She directed
projects such as salons, poet events and displays. She
also led us in creating a very successful Artwalk event

North Beach Citizen

at the end of last year.
Good leadership can enable an organization to
continue the work it must do, but great leadership
which initiates projects and carries them off with
unfaltering success is truly rare and can not be over
recognized. Termeh’s work as our chairperson meets
this standard of great leadership and organizational
advancement. Our committee will miss her leadership and will work hard to hold onto what has been
created through our collective work under her leadership over the past couple of years.
Thank you, Termeh!
Dan Macchiarini
Member, THD Art and Culture Committee

continued from page 25

Barnes’s own admission, Coco and Ms. Chun’s warmth NBC helped Mr. Barnes obtain his birth certificate,
helped soften his stance to the point that when Ms. California identification, General Assistance (GA)
Chun introduced him to Tim
and apply for Supplemental
Daniels, Executive Director of
Security Income. Once he
Telegraph Hill Neighborhood
began receiving GA, NBC also
Center (Tel-Hi), he was relucadvocated on Mr. Barnes behalf
tantly receptive to the hand up
for housing through General
he had not previously needed.
Assistance. And, in October
During the next two months,
2008, Mr. Barnes moved into
Mr. Daniels familiarized himthe Arlington Residence, lowself with Mr. Barnes’s situation
income housing for single
and persuaded Mr. Barnes to
adults run by the St. Vincent
meet Kristie Fairchild of North
de Paul Society.
Beach Citizens (NBC). Mr.
Within six months of Mr.
Barnes didn’t believe anyone
Barnes, Ms. Chun, and Coco’s
could help him at this point, but
first meeting, Mr. Barnes was
he did believe in Mr. Daniels’s
no longer homeless. The progood intentions.
cess moved so swiftly that Ms.
After meeting Ms. Fairchild,
Chun says Coco still looks for
Mr. Barnes was encouraged, but
Mr. Barnes’s when they walk
Kerrie Barnes and Clara Chun
still skeptical. This all changed
past Francisco Middle School.
once he witnessed the enthusiasm and determination of the NBC staff in action.
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T H E A L FA N O S E
By Kathleen Cannon

F

ollow the Pininfarina Nose as summer debuts and
the ’77 Alfa Romeo Spider explores Telegraph
Hill: St. Francis at the gates of the Porziuncola,
untold tales of the City by Aaron Peskin at O’Reilly’s,
Beat poets and Master Artists, a new Washington
Square Bar & Grill, and the Silent Auction.

God is in the Gold Leaf Detail
Per Father Robert, the National Shrine of St.
Francis will close for retrofit July 1, 2009 and reopen
in 9 to 18 months. “The Porziuncola,” Father pointed out, “will remain open.” So, where will we light
candles and say prayers?
Irene Jimenez—in the 1990’s, when the
Archdiocese closed ten churches—also had a vision
for saving St. Francis. And in 1998, St. Francis
reopened as a national shrine. But Irene’s vision did
not include a new color scheme. When St. Francis
reopens, it will be in the style of Assisi with blue and
white ceiling and walls. The St. Francis you know,
the historical landmark fashioned after a church in
Brittany, is history. The Renaissance Project is huge,
all in name of St. Francis, a humble mendicant and the
patron saint of the poor—it will redefine the center of
tourism in North Beach, and the neighborhood.

thrown into the mix. The Fortune Tellers
tried to settle the matter with a paper bag
offer containing $5,000 … which was not
accepted.
Other enlightening topics included
Aaron’s take on the top two real estate
interests involved in lawsuits with the City of San
Francisco: City Apartments and S.F. Academy of
Art. According to Aaron, the first methodically
purchases buildings of elderly residents, then evicts
them to ‘upgrade.’ The other is a real estate octopus
oblivious to planning codes. “San Francisco politics is
not for the faint at heart,” advised Aaron.

Artists, Writers and Poets Galore…
Iconic photographer Millie’s 86th birthday was
celebrated with a bash at Enrico’s February 23rd.
Yummy marzipan cake from Stella’s fueled a room
overflowing with well-wishers, artists, writers, and
characters of ’local color.’ Millie had safely returned
from her adventure in Reno, and the Barbary Jazz
band played. Some talked of organizing a show with
Da Flora to display Millie’s Polaroid’s, which span
continued on page 28

Not for the Faint at Heart
Political affiliations aside, District 3 Democratic
gatherings are entertaining and informative. The
latest one was organized by Tony Gantner, as “A
Talk with Aaron Peskin”at O’Reilly’s, March 26th.
Aaron divulged his novice adventures at City Hall.
Answering complaints about fortune telling parlors
ripping off tourists Aaron introduced legislation calling for licensing. The licensing process involved photographing the parlor owners. Immediately, Gypsies
called to say photographs “stole one’s soul,” so no real
Gypsy could comply. Issues of discrimination were
Issue #187 • Spring 2009

Sherry O’Donnell and Millie at
Millie’s Enrico’s Birthday Party.
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THE ALFA NOSE
decades. Attendees included Ward Dunham who
divulged how his leg got hurt—collecting for Enrico
from a guy who answered the door with a handgun (ouch!). Also present: Artist Vranas (himself a
statement in leather) known for his literary mural
in O’Reilly’s. A North Beach veteran visiting from
Anwar, Egypt, Vranas is passionately concerned for
local artists. “They are in the absolute pits, lowest
I’ve seen in 15 years. In these hard economic times,
artists are the first to feel it. Great art comes out of a
vision.” Vranas’ vision is a depiction of the life of St.
Francis. [Footnote: A job working on the wall behind
the Porziuncola would feed many local artistic souls,
a project like Coit Tower in the Depression era.]

More Hip
The Beat Museum has made some hip changes.
The museum area is relocated downstairs where a
huge drip painting in the style of Jackson Pollack by
long time North Beacher Doug McKay serves as a
creative room divider. Owner Jerry Cimino was looking for “a piece to speak to the art of the era;who better
than Jackson Pollock?” Expect a Jack Kerouac jacket
soon, and, the 1948 Hudson from On the Road.

The Tonys
Café Trieste patrons, Tony Long and Tony
Gantner are each working on pieces of fiction. Tony
Long read at the North Beach Library from his work,
“A Fly in Amber,” a story collection centered in North
Beach. Tony Gantner (who penned a column for
The Star) is constructing a novel about a man who
creates a newspaper to put locals to work (yes!), in
which “some of the characters resemble North Beach
persons.” Sound familiar? But good!

Return of the Washbag
The Washington Square Bar and Grill reopened
to a boisterous crowd March 2nd. Former patrons
flocked back to their favorite bar and bartender,
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Bruce Bellingham, Dick Boyd, Lionel Cleary,
Michael McCourt at the WSB&G reopening.

Mike McCourt. Mike is quotable. When asked,
‘what makes a ‘star’ bartender?’ Mike replied, “They
listen. Most people don’t. They say, ‘how are you? I’m
dying.’ Oh, that’s nice.’” Mike’s short list of N.Beach
“star bartenders” includes Frank Rossi and Robbie
McCambridge. (Aside: kudos to Frank Rossi who,
after a stroke, has returned to not only Gino & Carlo,
but the bocce ball courts.)
But the regulars were the real stars, and, they
profusely thanked new owners Susan Lyndon and
Liam Tiernan, who modestly say they are “custodians
of an old San Francisco gem.” Notables included
Ed Moose, sportswriter Ron Fimrite, writer Bruce
Bellingham, and Tony Dingman (Coppola’s man of
all trades). Liam invites all to the June 28th Charity
Event for St. Vincent’s and S.F. Food Bank.

Speak out at a Silent Auction.
Yick Wo’s Silent Auction and North Beach Art
Show at Worms offered a wide array of goodies
and services from an impressive group of donors.
Principal Pia said the handmade electric guitar
would fetch $1500, and, lunch with David Chiu
went for $250. One could also bid to be “Principal
for a Day”—now who wouldn’t want that? Last year
it bid up and had to be split!
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THD WELCOMES NEW BOARD MEMBERS

A

t its April 2009 Membership Dinner THD
members elected five new members to the
THD Board of Directors: They are:
Nate Baca. A ten year neighborhood resident, Nate once toyed with the
idea of getting involved in San Francisco
politics. “Then I found out how it really
works.” Now this technology salesman
by day puts a lot of energy into THD’s
Parking and Traffic Committee. Nate
has heard the positive and negative about THD “I
hope to help change the negative perception of the
organization to a view of an organization that helps
the community in a positive way.”
Chris Stockton. This retired
architect is a veteran of neighborhood life, moving here first in
1968 and living in the community continuously since 1969. He
joined THD way back in 1990.
He comes to the board with
the belief that not every THD
action has been without controversy. “Some activities are very positive such as street
tree planting and working to make Coit Tower and
Pioneer Park more pleasant, but a few activities seem
not to be positive, such as, sometimes obstructing progressive community planning and development.”
Chris has take on the rather demanding job of
THD’s Financial Secretary, a responsibility that may
make it necessary for him to defer for a while his
dream of traveling around the world with his wife.
Merle Goldstone. In a previous lifetime Merle
may have acquired the ideal experience for taking
on the complex issues that face the THD Board:
She performed a comedy juggling act at Fisherman’s
Wharf. Employed as the Public Information Officer
for the San Francisco Department of Public Works,
she has lived as a renter in the neighborhood since
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1991. Of THD she says.” I
think THD does a great job
of defending and preserving
the historic character of North
Beach and fights for quality of
life issues, such as saving the
39 bus.. I think THD needs to
reach out to the community in
new ways to involve more residents in neighborhood
issues and increase our membership. I’ve joined the
Social Committee to help plan events that will hopefully achieve that goal.”
Julie Jaycox. An artist and photographer, Julie
went through culture shock when
arriving in the neighborhood
from New York in 1997: “An
entire sunny summer of clean
air and dot com excess.” Living
around the Bay Area for a number of years she finally decided
on settling down in the place she
really wanted to be. “I wanted to eat at Il Pollio, walk
to Fort Mason and say ‘hi’ to my neighbors.”
Of THD she says, “I had heard of THD as
a tough group of neighbors, but coming to THD
through the Art Salons confused me a little. Why
hadn’t I heard of these interesting things THD was
doing. Public outreach, I then saw, is an important
part of anything that gets done as a board and committee member.”
Judy Irving. Judy lives in a home she owns on the
Greenwich Steps with Mark Bittner
next door to the residence where her
film “The Wild Parrots of Telegraph
Hill” was set. She and Mark have
been members of the Hill Dwellers
for seven years. Judy, who has been
a filmmaker for 36 years, is now
continued on page 38
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In North Beach, It’s Spring Year-Round
by Cathy Dooley,
North Beach Merchants Association

I

f you’ve looked up lately at some
of the light poles in North Beach
you’ve seen a colorful reminder
that spring has arrived: The lush
hanging flower baskets located in
front of various storefronts and street
corners are part of a beautification
project promoted by the North Beach
Merchants Association.(NBMA)
Each spring, 10 freshly planted baskets are delivered to North Beach
where they continue to grow into
huge baskets of flowering plants.
The program began in Spring 2008
and we recently received a fresh new
shipment from growers in Oregon.
These are the same people who provide the lovely flower baskets around
City Hall.
While many of the baskets
are paid and cared for by local
merchants, a number of them
are funded by the NBMA and a generous contribution made last year
by THD. Eventually, the NBMA
is hoping to increase the number
of baskets around North Beach by
enlisting more merchants to sponsor new baskets near their businesses Another goal
is to place baskets on all the light poles surrounding
Washington Square Park.
Interested in donating to the basket program or
know a business sponsor who might want to donate
towards the greening of North Beach? Contact
the NBMA at northbeachmerchants@yahoo.com for
details.
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Attention Telegraph Hill Gardeners
Have you or your neighbors planted a Telegraph
Hill Victory Garden this year? Please contact
Kathleen Dooley at kathleendooley@att.net with
the details and pictures of your garden. Tell us what
did well and what failed miserably along with stories
about sharing the garden with friends and neighbors.
Did you have a planting party? Before and after
pics particularly welcome. Your experience will be
reported in the Semaphore.
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NOTICE—THD DUES INCREASE
Though THD has for yours faced an increase of operating
costs—including those involved in the production of this publication—the organization’s last dues increase (if there ever was one) took
place at a time that escapes the memory of current board members.
Now the board has bit the bullet and has decided it must raise dues
minimally beginning September 1. The new rates are:
Individual memberships–$30 (instead of $25)
Household memberships–$45 (instead of $40).
Senior memberships–$20 (instead of $15)
Senior household memberships–$35 (instead of $30).
Issue #187 • Spring 2009
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Downtown Height Limits

continued from page 6

ing to have their cake and eat it several times: To
satisfy the Planning Code’s open space requirements
for the new high rise construction, they are offering to
“expand” Redwood Park onto City-owned land (Mark
Twain Alley, the remaining portion of Merchant
Street), which they assume the City is going to sell
for the asking. They are also planning to build four
levels of underground parking beneath Mark Twain
Alley. All I can see is benefit many times over for the
developer and little if any for the public. Stated differently, the developer now owns everything on this
block except Mark Twain Alley, which is owned by, the
citizens of San Francisco.
What else? According to Planning Department
studies, the proposed new building will cast additional shadows onto Sue Bierman (Ferry) Park and
Maritime Plaza, publicly owned parks that are protected against any new shadow by the City’s Sunshine
Ordinance (Prop K). Under the theory that they
are giving the public
a new and expanded
Redwood Park (which
for all intents and
purposes they already
have), the developer
is asking that they be
given special dispensation to allow additional
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shadow on these two existing public parks.
It is hard to imagine that at the dawn of the 21st
century we would still be dealing with “spot zoning”
that violates the City’s prohibition against new shadows on public parks, the fundamental tenants of the
Downtown Plan, and good urban design. But it is not
a coincidence that there is a spate of these rezoning
proposals. After a decade of unparalleled growth as we
struggle with economic recession, developers are using
the cry of “jobs, jobs, jobs” an opportunity to chip away
at things San Franciscans have held sacred for almost
half a century: height limits along the waterfront and
the northern edge of downtown and protecting our
precious parks from additional shadow.
The pressure to rezone and increase heights
adjacent to and in the historic neighborhoods
along Downtown’s northern edge ( Jackson Square,
Chinatown and North Beach) is much more likely to occur if the developers succeed with their
bold attempts to shoot
the moon at 555
Washington.
To see THD’s comments on the draft
Environmental Impact
Report please go to www.
thd.org
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ART & CULTURE REPORT
by Julie Jaycox

• Art & Culture meetings are held the 3rd Wednesday
of every month, 6-8pm, at Macchiarini Design,
1544 Grant Ave between Union and Filbert.
• 2nd Annual North Beach Art Walk will happen
October 24th & 25th, 2009.
THD Art & Culture Committee announces its
Summer Salon, Art in(ter) Action: Tales of North
Beach, a storytelling event. Audience members are
asked to share a 7 minute story of their own singular
experience in North Beach—perhaps what it was
like to arrive in North Beach for the first time, what
it was like to grow up here, interesting people they’ve
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met, wacky experiences they’ve
had—anything and everything
that makes us rejoice in this
unique and wonderful neighborhood. To get the ball rolling, we’ve invited a few longtime North Beach denizens
who have a special place in our
community to tell a story from
their life here.
July 29th, 2009, 6pm at Canessa Gallery
Reservations strongly recommended, $5 in advance.
Unreserved $7.50 at the door, first come, first
served.
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Fog Hill Market
415-781-8817
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Hanna Chedyak

1300 Kearny
San Francisco, CA 94133
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PA R K I N G & T R A F F I C R E P O RT

There will be changes
at Coit Tower
this summer
by Gail and Paul Switzer

O

n Tuesday, May 19, the MTA Board
of Directors passed the following: NO
PARKING ANYTIME, SATURDAYS
AND SUNDAYS, EXCEPT AREA “A” PERMITS
[SUMMER 2009 TRIAL]—Coit Tower Parking
Lot, at the terminus of Telegraph Hill Boulevard.
From June through September, every weekend,
on Saturday and Sunday, parking at the Tower will be
restricted to residents with “A” stickers. This is a trial
for this summer and the results will be evaluated to see
whether this restriction will be repeated in the future.
Why? The idea for this arose out of our concern
about preserving the entire route of the #39 bus
by increasing its ridership. Essential to this goal is
improving the reliability of the bus. Those of you
who come anywhere near the Tower on weekends in
the summer, know that the bus, with the tourists and
residents that it carries, often is stuck in a long line
of cars waiting to park at the Tower. At certain times
the delay can be as much as 20 or 30 minutes. THD
P&T studies have shown a substantial fraction of
cars turn back during the busiest times without ever
reaching the parking lot. The bus, after waiting in line
until it reaches the final curve, typically pulls out of

traffic and goes up the wrong side of the road. These
issues lead to unsafe conditions and frustration on
the part of Tower visitors, residents, and bus riders.
Visitors who do reach the parking lot are restricted
to 30 minutes which is insufficient for queuing up for
the elevator ride to the top of the tower.
How? THD P&T is working closely with Renew
SF, MTA staff, Pier 39 staff and members of the
Fisherman’s Wharf Community Business District
(CBD) to inform visitors, through a strong marketing
and public relations campaign, both about the weekend parking restrictions and about the alternative, to
take the #39 bus.
Evaluation: This trial period of restricted parking will be measured in many ways. MTA will
monitor ridership on the bus to see if it increases
over prior months as well as over last summer. Rec
& Parks will be monitoring the number of visitors
to the tower and the revenue generated. And THD
will be looking at the bus’s on-time record as well as
looking for feedback on how it works for residents.
So, please direct any comments you have to parkingandtraffic@thd.org.
And don’t forget to ride the bus! (See the
schedule on page 15.)

BOOKS ON THE HILL
Join other books lovers in a lively discussion of books read in common. We meet the first Monday of
each month at the home of one of our members. Call Carol Peterson, 956-7817
36
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THD Board Motions

Months of June-September 2008
December, 2008
for the

No Meeting

January, 2009
No Motions

February, 2009

MOTION: While we support the charitable activities and events sponsored currently by the Masonic
Order at the Masonic Auditorium, THD opposes
the issuing of a Conditional Use Permit for food
and beverages at the Masonic Center.
The Motion passed.
MOTION: That it be THD’s position to oppose
changes to the existing Discretionary Review
reform process that would substitute a single
hearing officer for the Planning Commission’s
authority.
The Motion passed.

March, 2009

Motion: After consideration of the currently
proposed design for a new North Beach Library
and its location on the triangle parcel of land
purchased with open space funds (with intent
that it remain open space), we urge the staffs and
commission of the San Francisco Library and the
Department of Recreation and Parks to develop a
design alternative for the retrofit and expansion, if
necessary, of existing library building.
The Motion passed.

MOTION: That the following THD Members
Members receive awards and recognition at the
Annual Meeting in April, with a certificate and
complimentary dinner:
Rozell Overmire—Oral History
Audrey Tomaselli—Oral History
Kathleen Cannon—Semaphore Advertising
That Masha Zakkeim receive a Lifetime
Membership to THD
The Motion passed.
MOTION: THD will donate $1500 to the Telegraph
Hill Neighbor Center on or soon after April 1st.
To maximize the revenue given to the Telegraph
Hill Neighborhood Center, THD will waive any
dinner tickets that the organization would otherwise have provided to THD for the donation.
The Motion passed.

April, 2009

MOTION: To increase annual dues by $5.00 per
year effective September 1, 2009.
Individual
$30
Senior (0ver 65)
$20
Household
$45
Senior Household (over 65) $35
The Motion passed.
MOTION: We urge the city as part of the environmental review process to evaluate the impacts of
any proposal to close Mason Street to include a
traffic study and evaluation of the traffic impact
upon adjacent streets and businesses.
The Motion passed.

433-2444
1499 Grant Ave.—
Corner of Grant and Union
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New THD Board Members

cont’d. from page 29

working on a new documentary “Pelican Dreams.”
As chair of the Parks, Trees and Birds Committee,
Judy has ambitious plans. “I hope to enhance our
habitat by planting native shrubs that attract birds,
removing vines that choke trees, and pruning. We
have a small grant, so I’ll start with the Greenwich
Steps right-way. If there is sufficient interest, I’ll
work with former Parks and Trees chair Robert
Mattei to organize, through the Friends of Urban
Forrest, another 40 tree planting.
Judy also wants to give a shout out to three folks
she admires. “I’m a fan of Lane Tiegen, Levon Helm,
and Mary Oliver”.

Interested in a rural summer garden experience?

Ride out to Green Gulch Tuesday mornings to work in the garden.
Expect garden work (dirty, but organic), followed by lunch (vegetarian
from the fields).

Call Kathleen 415.776.6014.

Green Gulch is affiliated with Greens Restaurant and sells produce at the SF
Farmers Market. Google www.sfzencenter.org for further information.

Norma Tealdi Oral History

continued from page 22

Columbus on the corner of Stockton—where the
old US Restaurant used to be. My girlfriend used to
take accordion lessons and I’d go there with her up
there. So they had their picnic every year. They had
like a contest, you know. They had kids they used to
teach, they’d all get up on the stage and you’d clap
for them.
I learned to dance just by watching and getting
up. My mother started me. She took me down to
Garibaldi Hall. I didn’t want to go at first. Like you’re
sitting on a bench waiting to be asked and some boy
comes over and is ready to ask and my mother says,”
Yes, she will.” I always remember that. I was about
seventeen. I loved to dance. We’d see the boys and
they’d make hand signals, you know—second dance,
third dance. And if you didn’t like somebody we’d
say, oh we got a headache or we don’t feel good or
something, or we’d get up and go to the ladies room
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and wait till that dance was over..
Joe DiMaggio was there a couple of times. I saw
him but I never saw him dance. And we knew the
officer there at Garibaldi. He lived on Broadway.
We’d see him sometimes and he knew we liked to
dance, so he’d say, “There’s a wedding next Sunday,”
and he let us go in. The bride didn’t know who we
were or anything. We just went for the dancing.
And there was a dance at the Dante Building
[northeast corner of Stockton Street at Union] on
Sunday afternoons—always a dance there. We did the
foxtrot, the waltz, the jitterbug, the lindy hop. And the
twirl—we used to just twirl all around the whole song,
just keep twirling. High heels. We always wore high
heels. We didn’t know what low shoes were.
Those interested in reading the entire interview with Norma
Tealdi or other interviews conducted by THD’s Oral History
team should contact Audrey Tomiselli at tmsli@sonic.net or
at 391-1792
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THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2009-2010

Directors

President: Vedica Puri

Sarah Kilbin

Recording Secretary: Mary Lipian

Greg Chiampou

Corresponding Secretary: Katie Hopkins

Andy Katz

Treasurer: Gail Switzer

Al Fontes

Financial Secretary:: Chris Stockton

Nate Baca

Historian: Nancy Shanahan

Judy Irving

Immediate Past President: Pat Luce

Merle Goldstone

Semaphore: Art Peterson

Julie Jaycox

T H D C o mm i t t ees N ee d Y o u
You can make a difference! Join one of THD's committees, meet and work with your fellow Hill Dwellers to improve life on the Hill.
STANDING COMMITTEES

SPECIAL COMMITTEES AND PROJECTS

Parking and Transportation. Gail and Paul Switzer. Promotes efforts to ease congestion,
optimize white zones, upgrade public transportation. Works with Department of Parking and
Traffic.

Parks and Trees AND BIRDS. Judy Irving, chair. Information and projects concerning local
parks, green spaces and street trees.

Planning and Zoning. Nancy Shanahan, 986-7094, Mary Lipian, 391-5652. Monitors
and reviews proposed development projects for consistency with applicable City ordinances.
Works with Planning Department staff and represents THD before the Historic Preservation
Commission, Planning Commission, Zoning Administrator and other regulating bodies to protect historic resources and maintain neighborhood character. Assists members to learn more
about and participate in planning and zoning issues.
Semaphore. Editor, Art Peterson 956-7817; artpeterson@writingproject.org. The editor and
staff produce a quarterly magazine for THD members.
Program. Arranges social events, including quarterly membership meetings and getacquainted social functions.

THD Web Site. Webmaster, Al Fontes; webmaster@thd.org. Shared information about meetings, local concerns and events.
ART AND CULTURE, Judy Jaycox. Organizes events and projects that celebrate the history and
humanities of our neighborhood.

LIAISONS WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods. Representative, Gerry Crowley, 7814201; gerrycrowley@aol.com. City-wide organization interacts with other neighborhoods to
discuss common problems.

Budget. Gail Switzer. gail_switzer@yahoo.com. As prescribed in bylaws for Treasurer.

North Beach Neighborhood Coalition. Representative, Gerry Crowley. 781-4201; gerrycrowley@aol.com. Tel-Hi-sponsored group of residents, merchants and government agencies
working together to address neighborhood issues.

Membership. Chris Stockton, membership@thd.org. As prescribed in Bylaws for Financial
Secretary.

N.E.R.T. Jack Oswald. jack@oswald.com. Energizes members to take emergency disaster
response training program sponsored by the City.

Archivist: Rozell Overmire, rozell@ureach.com

Web Site = www.thd.org
Whether you want to catch up on THD’s Oral Histories, see what the THD is up to, or submit old photos of the Hill, www.thd.
org is the place to go. Use the Web site to discover or email information about upcoming meetings in the neighborhood and at
City agencies, and ideas and concerns you want the rest of us to know about between Semaphores.
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THD CALENDAR
Schedules of Committee
Meetings
Planning & Zoning: First
Thursdays. Call for time and
location. 986-7070, 563-3494,
391-5652.

Look to the THD website
for information on THD
events.
Log on to
http://www.thd.org

For a Voice in Your Neighborhood Join Telegraph Hill Dwellers.

THD Welcomes New Members December 2008 to May 2009
Brian Backus, Guido & Terri Costella, and Aileen Meehan, Sandy & Andrew Cowell, and Kevin Kneafsey &
Ashley Mevi, Shama Brockett, William Del Monte, Adam Gottstein, and Astrid & Terry Keene, Scoll O’Brain
Marsh, Boris Dramov & Bonnie Fisher, and Chuck Rategan, James Franklin, and Nicole Johnson,. Anne Fung
& Jeffrey Sternberg.

NEW MEMBER INFORMATION

Sign Up or Sign a Friend Up as a member of Telegraph Hill Dwellers. Complete and mail to THD, PO Box 330159, SF, CA 94133
NAME: ____________________________________
ADDRESS: _________________________________

CITY: _____________________________________________STATE: _______ ZIP: ___________________

PAID

U.S. Postage

PRSRT STD

PHONE ___________________________________EMAIL: ______________________________________
CHECK ENCLOSED FOR 1-YEAR MEMBERSHIP
Individual $25 ____ Household $40 ____ Senior (age 65 and over) $15 ____
Telegraph Hill Dwellers
P. O. Box 330159
San Francisco, CA 94133

San Francisco, CA
Permit No. 11882

