A VALENTINE TO THE HILL: STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN
by Gary Kamiya

S

an Francisco is filled with steps and staircases,
short-cuts and obscure passages. These walkways constitute a kind of alternative and secret
grid, a human-size way of moving through the city.
There is something playful and gratuitous about steps.
Walking on them makes a journey less purposeful and
more like a game of hide and seek. They turn grownups
into kids, and the city into a giant backyard. A delicious,

slightly illicit quality hangs over stairways; walking on
them has a faint whiff of climbing over the neighbor’s
fence, an essential tactic in reclaiming one’s city and one’s
soul. They blur the sharp
boundary between public and private space that
makes urban life alienating. They offer an escape
from the great complex
abstract machinery of the
city.
Many cities have
memorable stairs. Lisbon,
a gorgeous white seaport
which resembles San
Francisco in many ways
(right down to having
suffered a catastrophic
earthquake) has its share. Paris, in its flat river valley,
doesn’t have a lot of stairs, but the few that it does
are world-class: The old steps that run up to Sacre
Coeur evoke the lost yellow-white-and-black world of
Utrillo. Pittsburgh claims to have 712 stairways, even
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more than San Francisco. (One could compare this to
Birmingham, England’s idiotic boast that it has “more
miles of canals than Venice,” a claim that avoids addressing the issue of quality, but Pittsburgh is a lovely and
underrated city.) Hong Kong has its mighty escalator
system climbing up Victoria Peak, which sort of counts.
Every Italian hill town, from Perugia to Erice, has divine
stairs. So does Guanajuato in Mexico. Rio has some
wonderful steps. The list could go on indefinitely.
But none of these cities have stairways that possess the extraordinary variety and beauty of those in
San Francisco. According to Adah Bakalinsky, author
of the delightful little book Stairway Walks in San
Francisco, there are more than 600 of them. Because
there is so little flat terrain in San Francisco, stairs are
found all over town, from the Richmond to the Bayview.
And each one of them has a different flavor.
There are the long, exposed, steep stairs that go up
from 16th and Moraga to Golden Gate Heights, the
great western balcony that is the closest big hill in San
Francisco to the Pacific. There are the gaunt ones on
the north slope of Hunter’s Point. There are the stately
ones that go up to Alta Plaza, ominously reminiscent
of ceremonial steps leading to an Aztec sacrificial site.
There are unknown ones like the overgrown, uneven
passageway—as much a trail as a set of steps—that
emerge onto 19th Street from Kite Hill, as unexpected as the wardrobe
that opens onto Narnia.
There are the superb
Vulcan Steps on Twin
Peaks and the formal,
Last Year in Marienbad–
like Pacheco Stairway in
Forest Hill and the verdant Green Street steps
on Russian Hill and the
wondrous Pemberton
Steps on Twin Peaks.
But the most sublime of
them all are the Filbert
Steps.
What makes the Filbert Steps so beautiful is
the way they mediate between and harmonize the
human world and the natural one. That harmony
is epitomized by the
gardens that surround
them, which must be
among the most stunning gardens on any
public passageway in
the world. From those
lush gardens you
have a tree-filtered
view to the wharves
of the Embarcadero
and the bustling Bay.
Standing on these old,
worn, wooden steps,
next to some of the
oldest houses in the
city, you can almost hear the footsteps of a wandering
49er, or a 1930s longshoreman walking home from
the docks. The two little wooden lanes that intersect
the steps, Darrell Place and Napier
Lane, are hideaways so magical there
should be a permanent rainbow pointing at them. And this oasis is located
in the most dramatic location in San
Francisco, on the sheer quarried eastern face of Telegraph Hill, which rises
improbably up in the city’s extreme
northeastern corner.
The Filbert Steps made a memorable appearance in the 1947 film
noir Dark Passage, when escaped
con Humphrey Bogart, his face bandaged after plastic surgery, walks up
them to Lauren Bacall’s apartment on
Montgomery.

Photos by Julie Jaycox

It was a fitting scene, because the steps connect
wildly disparate realities. Just seconds after you leave
their dreamlike confines, you emerge on Sansome
Street next to Levi Plaza, amidst landscaped grounds
and modern office buildings. You’re back on the grid.
You feel like you’ve just climbed down a rope ladder
that drops from a treehouse to Times Square.
The Filbert Steps run between Coit Tower and
the waterfront, but they take you to the best destination of all: nowhere.
On those worn steps,
surrounded by fuchsia and redwood and
magnolia and cypress
and roses, the city
fades away. You and
this verdant dell are
all that’s left, a green
thought in a green
shade.
Excerpted with permission from Cool
Gray City of Love:
49 Views of San
Francisco by Gary Kamiya (Bloomsbury, 2013). Available
at City Lights or other bookstores, or from Amazon. For
signed copies, e-mail gary.kamiya@gmail.com.
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PRESIDENT'S
CORNER

by Stan Hayes
stan.hayes@thd.org

T

his is our Winter issue, a Valentine to the Hill.
To Coit Tower, North Beach, charming
restaurants, quaint shops, poetry and book
readings, art galleries, the waterfront, historic neighborhoods, the Filbert, Greenwich, and Vallejo Steps,
boardwalk lanes, flowered gardens, wild parrots, redtailed hawks, raccoons, and an urban coyote.
We are neighbors and friends, joined together to
form a larger and wider family, building community,
helping to make Telegraph Hill better for everyone,
everywhere–not just those of us lucky enough to live
here, but for people who come from all over the world
to see and experience this special place.
We hope you enjoy this issue! HAPPY
VALENTINE!
ªªª
Moving into the New Year, I thought you might
like an update highlighting some of THD’s efforts
since our last issue. To tie back to our mission statement, I’ve used CAPITAL letters to match each highlight with a goal in our bylaws.
We helped BUILD COMMUNITY on the Hill
with another great Holiday Celebration. More than
eighty people attended, with terrific vibes, an excellent
venue (Original Joe’s), fine food and wine, and lots of

interesting conversation. Communitybuilding at its best (and most fun!).
We CELEBRATED THE
HISTORY AND TRADITIONS of
the Hill by recognizing at the Holiday
Celebration two individuals who have
made unique and exceptional contributions to our lives on the Hill,
presenting the annual Heritage of the
Hill Award to Hermon Baker and
Yone Bead Store, and the North Beach
Stewardship Award to Ida Zoubi and
Caffe Trieste. We are fortunate and
grateful for both of them.
We BEAUTIFIED AND
IMPROVED the Hill by retaining
an arborist to trim the overgrown
trees at Jack Early Park to restore the
magnificent views west to the Golden
Gate Bridge.
We worked to PROTECT THE
UNIQUE CHARACTER of the
Hill by continuing our efforts to preserve WPA-era historic light fixtures Taking a bench
on Upper Montgomery and Calhoun,
in place for nearly eighty years, since the 1930s. We
successfully persuaded SFPUC to save and restore the
original fixtures themselves. Let us know how you feel
about the new bulbs now installed by SFPUC in those
fixtures.
We ENGAGED IN CITY AFFAIRS by advocating on behalf of local small businesses to oppose
efforts to weaken formula retail controls against large
chain stores in North Beach. We worked on behalf
of Hill residents struggling with spiraling housing
costs by supporting amendments to protect tenant

break at THD’s Holiday Party.

Photo by Karen Cartales

rights and neighborhood safeguards in District 3
accessory dwelling unit (ADU) legislation. We joined
with others, including the Coalition for San Francisco
Neighborhoods and other community groups, to urge
further outreach, public review, notice, and constructive
revision to proposed legislation that would establish an
Affordable Housing Bonus Program (AHBP).
We strongly support efforts to make housing more
affordable and accessible to all. This legislation, though,
could allow one of the largest and most sweeping
increases in building heights and density in decades,
permitting developers to build up to two (and possibly three) stories higher than current limits. This is
a de-facto rezoning applying to 30,000 parcels, including nearly all of District 3, imposing a one-size-fits-all
program that could alter the character of our neighborhoods in unanticipated and unintended ways, override
current zoning, and bypass or short-circuit current
public process protections.
We STOOD UP FOR THE HILL, with
THD members serving as representatives and advocates for the Hill on the Coalition for San Francisco
Neighborhoods, the Northeast Waterfront Advisory
Group, the Waterfront Plan Working Group, a
Waterfront Plan Advisory Team, the 88 Broadway
Working Group (affordable housing), and the SFPD
Central Station’s Community Police Advisory Board.
ªªª
In closing, here’s my invitation to you once again.
Let me know how you think we’re doing. What we’re
doing well, what we need to do better, or what you
wished we were doing.
You can always reach me at Stan.Hayes@THD.org.

CORRECTION

Community building: newly elected District 3 Supervisor Aaron Peskin honors Heritage of the Hill Award
winner Hermon Baker at THD’s Holiday Party. 
Photo by Julie Jaycox

In the article entitled “Herb Kosovitz – Mr.
Washington Square,” the reserve Rec & Park
requires park users to pay for cleanup should have
read $18,000, not $1,800.

Friends of
Washington Square
Meet on the 2nd Tuesday every month, with
work parties in the Square every quarter. See
website for times, dates, locations.

www.friendsofwashingtonsquare.com
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DISTRICT 3
Supervisor
REPORT
by Aaron Peskin

F

irst and foremost, I want to offer profound
thanks to the many, many volunteers and supporters of my recent campaign for Supervisor.
Thank you for your incredible work, your love for our
neighborhoods and the City, and your belief in our
campaign. Together we repudiated the hyper-money
fueled politics of negativity and personality in favor
of the real issues of affordability and livability that are
challenging the City these days.
I never expected to be returning to City Hall as an
elected supervisor. The fact that I’m back is evidence of
the depth and seriousness of our housing affordability
crisis and our shared concern about the skyrocketing
amount of evictions and displacement.
Today, rents are too high, home prices are too high,
the cost of living in San Francisco is too high. Too many
people are being evicted. Too many people are homeless. While I appreciate the efforts everyone in city
government has been making to address the housing
crisis, the message of my election success is clear: It’s
not enough. We need to do more.
We have a mandate to take bold action on affordable housing, and I look forward to working with every

Happy New Year!
one of my colleagues on the Board of Supervisors to
fulfill this mandate. In my first few weeks in office we
have already started to pursue these issues.
• We can increase the percentage of affordable units
the City requires in new housing projects. Together
with Supervisor Jane Kim, I have introduced a Charter
Amendment to double the percentage of affordable units
from 12% to 25% in new housing construction projects.
• We can implement reasonable rules to ensure
that short-term rental platforms like Airbnb stop taking thousands of units of housing stock off the market.
I am already working to craft legislation to do this and
intend to introduce and pass it this year.
• We can preserve our existing rent-controlled
housing stock by having the political fortitude to
enforce existing laws, for instance by holding organizations like the Academy of Art accountable for illegally
converting hundreds of rent-controlled apartment units
to other uses. I have called for hearings on this matter
and have already had meetings with representatives of
the Academy of Art.
• We can extend to new buildings the same legal
protections against evictions and exorbitant rent hikes
that exist for our older buildings. I am working with
the City Attorney’s office to craft legislation to allow for

rent control on new residential development projects.
And it doesn’t end with affordable housing. We
must also address the needs of non-profits, artists, and
small businesses by creating affordable office space in
new developments, similar to the existing inclusionary requirements for affordable housing. After all, our
legislative efforts to expand rent control are designed to
stabilize housing costs for middle-income individuals
and families struggling to stay in the City as well as to
protect the City’s social and economic diversity.
Again, to the friends and neighbors who supported
my recent campaign, please accept my humble words of
appreciation. And to those of you who supported my
opponent, please know that I am sincere in asking for
your help in addressing these pressing issues. My commitment is to work with each and every one of you, and
my colleagues in City Hall, to move our city forward
and address this crisis.
Please do not hesitate to contact my office. Many
of you already know my three amazing staff members,
Sunny Angulo, Lee Hepner, and Connie Chan. I hope
more of you will get to know them. You can reach us
at 415-554-7450 or peskinstaff@sfgov.org. Or email me
directly at aaron.peskin@sfgov.org.
See you around the neighborhood!

NEXT VILLAGE SF
ª UPCOMING EVENT ª
Open to the public!
Join us for a lovely, lively evening at NEXT Village
San Francisco’s First Musical Valentine Event!
Special performance by fabulous jazz singer Denise
Perrier and pianist Mike Greensill.
Want to brush up your steps? Pre-music festivities
include a dance lesson 7-8 PM.

Friday, February 12, 2016
7 PM-10 PM
University Club
800 Powell Street
Order tickets online at
http://valentines-day-nextvillagesf.eventbrite.com
or send a check to NEXT Village SF, PO Box
330278, San Francisco, CA 94133.

Restoring the view of the Golden Gate Bridge from Jack Early Park, in memory
of Herb Kosovitz: “before” (above) and “after” (below) Ted Kipping’s masterful
Photos by Judy Irving
pruning (see p. 10).

For more information on NEXT Village SF events:
www.nextvillagesf.org / info@nextvillagesf.org
415-888-2868
Like us on Facebook:
http://facebook.com/NEXTVillageSF
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ART &
CULTURE
REPORT
by Romalyn Schmaltz, Committee Chair
romalyn.schmaltz@thd.org

F

or this Valentine issue of the Semaphore, I set
out asking local folks what they love most about
art and culture in North Beach/Telegraph Hill.
I began by sitting down with Rebecca Peters. She
and her partner, Ronald Sauer, have been producing
shows here for 13 years, and gave me and scores of other
artists our “big break” in exhibitions at the Live Worms
Gallery. Peters recalls:
“We represented friends in particular from the
get-go, and we usually had at least one Un-Hung Hero,
so that someone who had never shown before—anywhere—could get in the scene. Aggie (Falk) did that for
me by introducing me to Conrado at Vesuvio, and Beth
Ashcroft saw what I was doing and said, ‘Do you want
to be in Art in the Alley?’ There is such a spirit in North
Beach of ‘Oh, I saw your stuff once!’ We started to focus
on close friends and the underrepresented, and then the
overhead at the time at Live Worms was so low, with no
minimum-night requirements, that we could just build
a show for one night, and that’s how Ronald and I began
calling ourselves Fly-by-Night Productions.
“It really kept the excitement level up, just that one
night. Suddenly, people who had never bought art in their
lives were becoming collectors. And Kevin [Brown, retired
commercial airline pilot and longtime Live Worms owner]
had this spirit that kept it all alive. His running joke was,
‘I never tell anyone about to get into a plane with me that
I’m an Abstract Expressionist painter.’
“. . . Shows like the Panopticon were organized to
sing the praises of all available local artists, with sometimes 70 or more people represented all in one room. . . .
Getting away from the money angle, it’s the excitement
angle. For example, when we decided to do the Artists
for Aaron [Peskin, when he ran for Supervisor last
year] thing, Panopticon-style, I asked him, ‘How much
do you need us to make for you?’ and the response was
beautiful: ‘It’s not about the money.’”
Other local artists echoed Peters’s conviction that,
while we’ll never be (or want to be) the Geary Gallery
strip, or the “scene” of ritzier neighborhoods, what we
have is irreplaceable and to be guarded fiercely—especially as rents are rising far above what most artists can
afford for live, work, or display space.
ªªª
From Kim Larson (Owner, Modern Eden Gallery;
Coordinator, North Beach First Fridays):
“I particularly love the history and unique diversity
of art that is grown here in North Beach. I think our
most memorable event of 2015 was our North Beach
First Friday re-launch in August that really brought the
neighborhood together and we were able to welcome a

A VALENTINE TO THE ARTS
few new creative spaces to the neighborhood. After seeing so many fellow galleries go out of business over the
past year or so, that night really brought us a glimmer
of hope for the local arts. I hope our North Beach art
scene will continue to grow and thrive and strengthen
with a sense of community and public engagement.”
From Sean O’Donnell (Sculptural Collagist/Musical
Instrument Bricoleur/Handyman):
“For 2016, I look forward to the arrival of more art
galleries and venues supporting the local creative community. Thank you to The North
Beach Bauhaus on Columbus
Avenue and to Terrific Street
on Upper Grant for taking
the leap of faith to open new
galleries.
“In closing, might I suggest that the United States
Postal Service designate our
distinctive neighborhood with
its own zip code: 9-4-A-R-T.”

From Lance Carnes (Blogger/
Troublemaker):
“90% of the folks I see THD’s Art and Culture event at Canessa Gallery, October 2015: Mark Bittner
daily in North Beach are reading from Street Song and Gary Kamiya reading from Cool Gray City of
Photo by James Cha
artists—painters, photog- Love (see p. 1).
raphers, dancers, musicians,
writers, and more. These creative and offbeat souls
ªªª
make this ‘hood a living art scene.”
There is little doubt that space and money factor
largely
into any art scene. As Julie Jaycox reported in the
From Richard Cruser (Photographer/Musician):
Fall
2015
Semaphore (“Squeezed Artists Get Synergistic
“What I love about North Beach is that Art is alive.
Morphing, of course, but even more alive than when With Their Spaces”), North Beach saw a rash of galI first arrived here at the age of 19. Like homeopathy, leries close or change hands in 2015. Likewise, our
Arts healing can seem very small but is very strong legendary cafe scene, where artists schmooze and writin the face of those who would overwhelm endemic ers hunch over their latest manuscripts, has lost a few
culture. . . . I’m hoping more openings are Thursdays gathering places and gained a few. But when was there
(Locals Day) in the City when it is easier visiting the ever a time or place when the creative vibe that attracts
trendy new residents wasn’t threatened by their influx?
shows before the weekend frenzy.”
Artists are resourceful—it’s part of the job description.
From Mark Bittner (Author, The Wild Parrots of Here’s to a continued flowering of art and culture in
2016 in zip code 9-4-A-R-T.
Telegraph Hill):
“The best North Beach art (the best art, period) is
Want to join the Art and Culture Committee? Our
rooted in a real place with real people. Fancy imagery
and technique is secondary to an honest depiction of the next meeting will be on Sunday, March 8 at 3:00 PM
place and the people. What is shown should go beyond at The North Beach Bauhaus, 703 Columbus Avenue @
the minutia of the particulars, though, and reach toward Filbert. We’ll discuss program options and what we want
the universal. I think this is what’s been lacking in North to see happen this year in neighborhood art. Bring snacks/
Beach art since the late 1970s . . . . But the will to express drinks/ideas/yourself!
reality over intellectual concepts is still strong.
Please send Art and Culture tips and tidbits for the
“For me, the most memorable experience was my
next
Semaphore to romalynschmaltz@gmail.com
own reading of my work-in-progress Street Song. I sel-

Art and culture filled Canessa Gallery for Mark Bittner and Gary Kamiya’s October reading.
4

dom get out—I’m a hermit because of my book—so I
don’t have many events to draw from! I was skeptical
about how it would go over, so I was delighted that it
was well received. It gives me the kind of faith I need to
push through to the end.
“I would like to see more ‘stake-my-life-on-it’ art
works. Our backs are against the wall in San Francisco,
and the only way we’re going to make it through is by
becoming staunch.”

Photo by Jon Golinger
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PA RKS , T REES ,
& BI RD S
R E P ORT
by Carlo Arreglo, Committee Co-Chair
carlo.arreglo@thd.org

F

or birders, spring and fall migration are generally
the best times to head outside with binoculars.
Winter provides a different reason to spend a full
day outside, rain or shine: the Christmas Bird Count!
December 2015 marked the 116th Christmas Bird
Count. For 116 years this annual census has helped scientists track bird populations across the country. As the
National Audubon Society notes: “When combined with
other surveys such as the Breeding Bird Survey, it provides a picture of how the continent’s bird populations
have changed in time and space over the past hundred
years.” That perspective aids conservationists, informs
strategies to protect birds and their habitat, and helps
identify environmental issues for people as well.
Their data source is dedicated volunteers. Our
small but stalwart group, led by Elizabeth Sojourner
and rounded out by Anna Sojourner, Sheila Dickie,
Paul Weaver, and Amanda Starbuck, fanned out across
San Francisco CBC Area 1, which comprises northeast San Francisco and the waterfront. Large and
urban, Area 1 includes Telegraph Hill, Lafayette Park,
Chinatown, the City Hall area, parts of SOMA (south
of Market), the Market Street corridor, downtown, and
the waterfront from Pier 39 (North Beach) to Pier 40
(South Beach). That’s a lot of ground to cover with just
5 people. (Sadly, I was not able to lead this year).
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THE CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
The group met at 8:00 AM
at Starbucks near Sydney Walton
Square, birded Sue Bierman Park,
and split into groups. Amanda
added 15 species on her 9+ mile
bicycle survey of the waterfront and
City Hall areas. Best birds were
arguably the Nashville Warbler
and Red-breasted Sapsucker she
spotted in Jefferson Square Park.
Other highlights: 300 Brandt’s
Cormorants, 349 Double-crested
Cormorants, 1016 Western Gulls,
92 Brown-headed Cowbirds, 47
Anna’s Hummingbirds, 1 Peregrine
Falcon, and 8 Red-tailed Hawks.
The
cowbird
numbers
are worth watching over time.
Cowbirds lay their eggs in the nests
of resident and migrating songbirds, forcing the parents to feed
the cowbird chick at the expense of
their own chicks. If they push out
the alien egg, the cowbirds might
even come back and destroy the The Dec. 2015 Christmas Bird Count Team: Amanda Starbuck, Anna
Sojourner, Sheila Dickie, Paul Weaver, Elizabeth Sojourner.
songbird eggs!
Want to join me on the next Audubon Society Christmas
Bird Count, or on bird walks around Telegraph Hill? E-mail
me at carlo.arreglo@thd.org, or find out more at http://
goldengateaudubon.org/field-trips/fieldtrips/ I also lead

monthly bird walks at Aquatic Park; on some, we’ll investigate pelicans and cormorants with filmmaker Judy Irving.
http://www.nps.gov/safr/planyourvisit/event-details.
htm?eventID=451935-307230
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Heritage of the Hill Award

to
Hermon Baker and Yone Bead Store—478 Union Street
by Nancy Shanahan

T

elegraph Hill Dwellers was honored to present
Hermon Baker and Yone Bead Store with its
Heritage of the Hill Award at THD’s annual
Holiday Party at Original Joe’s on December 12. The
award was given in recognition of San Francisco’s oldest
bead store and Hermon’s significant contribution to the
enduring fabric and charm of historic North Beach and
Telegraph Hill.
For almost 60 years, Hermon Baker has been
behind the counter of Yone Bead Store at 478 Union
Street, where beads cover the counters, hang from
ceiling beams, and are tucked away in hundreds, if not
thousands, of hand-labeled boxes stacked as high as
they can go. For Hermon, a bead is much more than
a small piece of glass or precious stone. Some are part
of wearable art projects–earrings, bracelets, necklaces.
Others are part of antiques collected over many years.
Some beads are so tiny they must be manipulated with
tweezers; others are so large that it takes two hands
to support their weight. Beads may be linked together
with wire, silver mesh, solder, or string.
Among the 8,000 to 10,000 varieties in this “beehive of beads” are vintage Venetian glass beads, ambercolored Bakelite beads from the 1950s, African trading
beads, magic beads from Japan, Egyptian prayer beads,
beads of glass, crystal, quartz, granite,turquoise, ivory,
amber, and tiger eye, silver and ceramic beads, wood
and even plastic beads. They come from Austria,
Czechoslovakia, India, Italy, Peru, the Philippines,
Japan, Korea, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and the United

Hermon Baker at Yone’s Bead Store, with a photo of founder Yonemitsu Arashiro and a stack of bead
boxes.
Photos by Julie Jaycox

States. Hermon is much more than a salesperson; he is
a professor, if you will, of the cultural and ethnic history
and significance of beads.
The shop at 478 Union Street was first opened in
1953 by Yonemitsu Arashiro (Yone to us), who called it
Sueko, after his sister. Born in
Hawaii, Yone graduated from
art and design schools. In the
years before the “Summer of
Love” and “Love Beads,” he
worked with fashion shows
and designed one-of-a-kind
clothing, including the dress
worn by renowned artist
Ruth Asawa at her opening
reception at the Museum of
Modern Art in New York.
Yone’s passion for beads
began when he found some
strands of antique Peking
glass beads in Chinatown to
accessorize his custom fashion
collections. Hermon, a former theater set and lighting
designer, became Yone’s partner in 1958. Two years later
the dressmaking part of the
business ended and the bead
shop was born. The name
of the store was changed to
“Yone” (pronounced yo-nay,
it means rice in Japanese).
Among its worldwide customers were Janis Joplin, who
Hermon remembers being in
the shop shortly before she
died, and Pacific Heights
matron Charlotte Mailliard
Swig (later Shultz). Yone
passed away in 1993.

Hermon Baker was named after the Holy Land’s
highest mountain, Mt. Hermon. Drafted out of college
into the U.S. Army in 1942, he spent World War II in
the 12th Infantry, 4th Division, the first unit to liberate
Paris. He was wounded in battle in Belgium, evacuated
to London, and spent a year in hospital.
Today, at age 93, Hermon is as enthusiastic about
beads as ever. Recognizing recently that he might not be
able to keep the shop going alone, he joined forces with
Sandra Fish, an architect and jewelry designer. Together
they expanded into the Internet age, attracting new
clients through online sales as well as Fish’s beading
classes and seminars. While it’s now possible to explore
the bead gallery and ethnic archive at http://www.
yonesf.com, no website can replace the Union Street
shop with Hermon’s amazing collection of beads, history, and stories. Unfortunately, we understand that the
new owner of the building has raised the rent, which
may force Yone Bead Store to leave its longtime home.
THD salutes this cherished piece of our neighborhood’s history and Hermon and Yone’s contribution to
the heritage of the Hill.
Some of the information for this piece came from previous articles written by Joan Wood, which appeared in the
Semaphore in 1997, and by Helen von Ammon, which
appeared in the Semaphore in 1990.

Shoe Restoration

Select your designs, fabric, lining, buttons,
details . . . Ready for fitting in about 3 to 6 weeks
www.homepage.mac.com/alsattire
1300 Grant Avenue • 415.693.9900
alsattire@earthlink.net
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North Beach Stewardship Award
to
Ida Zoubi and Caffè Trieste—601 Vallejo Street

by Romalyn Schmaltz

T

elegraph Hill Dwellers was honored to present
Ida Zoubi and Caffè Trieste with its North
Beach Stewardship Award at THD’s annual
Holiday Party at Original Joe’s on December 12. The
award was given in recognition of San Francisco’s oldest
Italian Espresso Caffè and the family-style community
environment Ida has nurtured there, emblematic of the
enduring fabric and charm of historic North Beach and
Telegraph Hill.
For 25 years (since she was 12), Ida has made her
neighbors, visitors, and employees feel at home in a
way that is unpretentious, non-hierarchical, and truly
old-world. She’s there almost every day, at least 60
hours a week. She knows the name of every firefighter
and cop, all her regulars and their children, the people
barely making it on the fringe, and the movers and
shakers. She encourages art, music, and charity events
and sponsors many each year. She calls regulars when
they’re in the hospital, holds memorials for those who
have passed on, hosts a safe Halloween every year for
local kids, and gives insider tips to tourists. She’s also
behind the counter with the rest of the staff, while run-

ning a large part of the business. She has coordinated,
through her generous and down-to-earth character, a
whole world in four lovingly yellowed walls.
Her family’s history is on display on those walls
throughout the Caffè, which was opened in 1956 by
her grandfather, Giovanni “Papa Gianni” Giotta, who
emigrated from the small Italian village of Rovigno near
Trieste. The atmosphere, though, has often been matriarchal: before Ida, there was her great aunt Iolanda,
who passed away in 2014; her mother, Sonia, her aunt
Adrienne, and her sister Nicole. For many, the very
name Caffè Trieste means North Beach/Telegraph
Hill’s landmark living room, and people actually do
come from all over the world to see it.
After 25 years behind the counter—starting before
she could see over the counter—and then as manager,
and now also as a shareholder, Ida is the heart and soul
of Caffè Trieste. Along with her loving husband and
working partner Fady Zoubi, she’s a cornerstone of its
future, too. The Trieste wouldn’t be the same without
her, and San Francisco—much less Telegraph Hill—
wouldn’t be the same without Caffè Trieste. For this
reason, we congratulate and honor Ida Zoubi with the
North Beach Stewardship Award.

Ida Zoubi accepting THD’s North Beach
Stewardship Award for her and Caffe Trieste’s special role in the neighborhood. “My grandfather had
big dreams and aspirations. He was determined to
do something, and he took the family and came to
Photo by Julie Jaycox
America, through Ellis Island.” 

“It’s not just the coffee. It’s the gathering and meeting place,” Ida says. “Laptops . . . [but] I figure, they
don’t have a choice. If they’re sitting there, someone’s going to come and sit down and join you, which is
Photo by Julie Jaycox
great, you know--strike up a conversation and meet new friends.” 

“The past couple years, my generation is starting to come in more, and hang out, and relax. Understand the
importance of the caffe culture,” Ida says. “For a while I didn’t see that. A lot of artists, poets and filmmakers. . . . Could be the start of something, or a new start.” 
Photo by Judy Irving

Issue #212 • Winter 2016

7

THD’S HOLIDAY BASH

SOCIAL &
PROGRAM
COMMITTEE
REPORT
by Jen Haeusser, Committee Chair
jen.haeusser@thd.org

A

festive spirit filled Original Joe’s on December
12 as neighbors gathered from 1:30 to 4:30
PM for THD’s annual Holiday Party. As a staple in the city for 75 years, and a favorite spot for locals
and tourists alike, OJ’s was an ideal location for this
event. There was standing room only in the semiprivate
Parkside Cafe area overlooking Washington Square
Park, as more than eighty people greeted old friends
and made new ones. The cozy small-town atmosphere

Upcoming Events
was stoked by Joe’s famous hamburger sliders, meat
ravioli, bruschetta, and antipasto, among other treats,
along with wine for all.
THD President Stan Hayes kicked off the gathering with a welcome and update. An awards presentation followed: THD’s Heritage of the Hill Award
went to Hermon Baker of Yone Bead Store, and our
North Beach Stewardship Award to Ida Zoubi of Caffe
Trieste. A certificate of honor was given to each recipient by Aaron Peskin from the Board of Supervisors.
It was a memorable celebration, with a good
time had by all!

Celebrating the arts and our community at THD’s Dec. 12 Holiday Party.

Photos by Julie Jaycox

In this New Year let’s prioritize our calendars
with what really matters—community! Keep up
with coming events through the THD website and
emails:
March 2016: Membership Dinner, time and place
TBA
April 2016: Annual Election and Dinner, time and
place TBA
Events help to build community and keep neighbors
connected. However, they don’t happen on their own.
We need you to join us! To share your ideas and/or
help with planning, e-mail jen.haeusser@thd.org.

Wineglasses and ornaments sparkle to toast 2016.

Breakfast
& Lunch

7:30 to 2:30—
this is 7 days a
week.

AWESOME BREAKFASTS & LUNCHES

Fog Hill Market
Hanna Chedyak
415-781-8817

1300 Kearny
San Francisco, CA 94133
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Truly best of the best.
- J.T., recent Telegraph Hill client

She is the best agent in the City.
- L.R.

...the definition of
above and beyond.
- A.A.

We absolutely loved working
with her and nominate her
for SF Agent of the Year!

Can’t recommend
her highly enough.

- J. O.

- R. T.
Thank you for being such an amazing

Mary Macpherson is the reason

person and going so far beyond the

we have a home in the City.

norm and acting like it’s ordinary.

- J. A.

-R.A.

If you’re looking for a Realtor in

Mary was a fantastic partner

San Francisco, save yourself time

in the sale of our home!

and effort and call Mary.

Hands down she is the best!
- C.B.

- G.K.

- R.M.

In a city as complex and competitive as San Francisco, the agent you choose makes all the
difference. I would be honored to assist with any of your real estate needs and will happily
provide references from my satisfied clients.

Real Trends Best Real Estate Agents in America | Top 1% Nationwide

Mary Macpherson

LIC# 01839976

www.MaryMacphersonSF.com

415.846.4685 | mmacpherson@paragon-re.com
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FOURTH QUARTER BOARD MEETING SUMMARIES
by Stan Hayes, President
and
Mary Lipian, Recording Secretary

September 9, 2015
Barbara Hale, San Francisco Public Utilities
Commission Assistant General Manager, made a presentation regarding SFPUC’s planned changes to historic light fixtures on Upper Montgomery Street and
Calhoun Terrace, involving lower voltage and different
bulbs. Concerned that the planned lighting was too
bright and too white, board members urged SFPUC
(1) to retain the historic deep amber color and soft gaslight style of the lighting that has been in place since the
1930s, and (2) to use the LED alternative identified by
THD as closely matching that original lighting.
Kanishka Burns, Office of District 3 Supervisor
Julie Christensen, made a presentation supporting legislation proposed by Supervisor Christensen that would
allow many businesses in North Beach to convert from
neighborhood-serving uses to full restaurants/bars. The
board strongly opposed this change for a number of reasons, including the loss of small retail businesses, the loss
of balance between neighborhood-serving retail uses and
restaurants/bars, the loss of neighborhood character and
streetscape diversity, and the shift in focus and priority
from local residents to tourists and visitors.
Other topics discussed by the board included
legislation permitting the construction of Accessory
Dwelling Units (ADUs) in District 3; the upcoming
THD Block Party (September 20); a comprehensive
updated survey of North Beach businesses recently
completed by THD and the North Beach Business
Association; the current status of the Semaphore; vari-

TREASURER’S
REPORT
by Joe Luttrell

F

or reasons buried in history, THD’s financial
year is a fiscal year, from April 1 to March 31.
So, as you read this, we are in the final quarter of
THD’s 2015-2016 financial year.
At the May 2015 THD board meeting, this year’s
budget was adopted, based essentially on the budget
and actual financial data of the previous year. So far

10

ous planning and zoning issues; preventing the removal of a vintage Coit Tower drinking fountain; and
THD statements of concern to Salesforce about the
Dreamboat, a cruise liner used as a de facto waterfront
hotel for their Dreamforce conference, its possible prohibition by voter initiative, and adverse noise, light, and
traffic impacts.
In honor and memory of Herb Kosovitz, a motion
was made and passed unanimously to allocate money
from the Jack Early Trust for an arborist to trim trees to
restore views of Golden Gate Bridge and the East Bay
from Jack Early Park.

October 13, 2015
A number of topics were discussed, including the
highly successful Block Party (attended by more than
250 people) and upcoming events including a THD
storytelling event at Canessa Gallery with Mark Bittner
and Gary Kamiya (October 25), a THD Game Night
(November 19), the annual Holiday Party (December
10), and possible candidates for our annual awards recognizing individuals and businesses making unique and
important contributions to the Hill.
Various planning and zoning issues were also discussed. Among these, the board considered the North
Beach restaurant legislation proposed by Supervisor
Christensen. After deliberation, a motion was made and
unanimously approved to affirm and support a THD
resolution and policy statement opposing the proposed
legislation.
Potential changes were discussed to the Rosiethe-Riveter plaque honoring long-time North Beach
resident Rosalie Taggi and the many women who
played important roles in the defense efforts in World
War II. The board unanimously approved a motion to

write a letter of support endorsing replacement of the
existing Kearny Street plaque with the more substantial
proposed design.
The status of the Fall 2015 Semaphore issue was discussed and, because of the large number of contributed
articles, a motion was made and unanimously approved
to authorize the expense of four additional pages.

November 10, 2015
Jay Wallace of Jay Wallace + Associates and
Kenwood Investments, Executive Director Annie
Jamison of Teatro ZinZanni, and others made a presentation on Teatro ZinZanni’s updated plans for a
theater and hotel at the foot of Broadway.
Vacancies on the board were discussed, with several
possible new members identified. The president agreed
to contact candidates and report back to the board at
the January 2016 meeting.
Additional topics discussed by the board included
an update on the proposed Affordable Housing Bonus
Program legislation; planning and zoning matters; a
status report on the Port’s update of its Waterfront
Land Use Plan; the status of the Semaphore and a
detailed outline of the Fall 2015 issue; the excellent
storytelling event at Canessa Gallery (October 25); the
upcoming THD Game Night (November 19); and the
annual Holiday Party (December 12).
End note: On December 12, at THD’s Holiday
Party, a brief members’ meeting was conducted. After
intense, thoughtful, and due deliberation, a motion
from the floor was unanimously adopted:
“Resolved: That the membership of THD wishes
everyone Happy Holidays and a Wonderful New Year in
2016.”

we have met our aim of breaking even, i.e., revenues
meeting expenses, with THD slightly “in the black” as
of January 1, 2016.
THD’s principal expense is publishing The
Semaphore, which makes up not quite half of our total
expenditures. Advertising revenues cover part of this
cost; membership dues cover more. Events are our
second largest expense, with revenue from attendees
ideally matching the cost. We owe our modest “profit”
this year to generous cash and in-kind contributions.
THD has no staff. All the officers and directors are
unpaid volunteers, reimbursed only for expenses they
incur for THD.
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How many men and trucks does it take to change
a lightbulb? When the lamppost perches on a cliff
beside Julius’ Castle, it can take quite a few!

Photos by Karen Cartales

THD Committees Need You

Get involved in our neighborhood and make a difference!
Join a THD committee and help keep the Hill a special
place to live.

Voice Mail: (415) 843-1011. Web Site: www.thd.org
P.O. Box 330159 • San Francisco, CA 94133

THD BOARD OFFICERS 2015-2016

STANDING COMMITTEES
Art & Culture: Romalyn Schmaltz (Chair) Contact Romalyn at romalyn.schmaltz@thd.org
Budget: Joe Luttrell (Chair) Contact Joe at joe.luttrell@thd.org
Membership: Tom Noyes (Chair) Contact Tom at tom.noyes@thd.org
Oral History Project: TBD
Parking/Transportation/Subway: TBD
Parks, Trees, & Birds: Carlo Arreglo & Judy Irving (Co-Chairs)
Contact Carlo at carlo.arreglo@thd.org, Contact Judy at judy.irving@thd.org
Planning & Zoning: Mary Lipian (Chair)
Contact Mary at mary.lipian@thd.org
Semaphore: Judy Irving, Andy Katz, Nancy Shanahan, Carol Verburg, contact: semaphore@thd.org
Social & Program: Jen Haeusser (Chair) Contact Jen at jen.haeusser@thd.org
Waterfront: Jon Golinger (Chair) Contact Jon at jon.golinger@thd.org

Planning & Zoning Committee

T e l e g r a p h Hi l l D w e l l e r s

meets

President: Stan Hayes – stan.hayes@thd.org

DIRECTORS
Term: 2014-2016

Recording Secretary: Mary Lipian – mary.lipian@thd.org

Marilee Gaffney
Jen Haeusser
Julie Jaycox
Paul Webber

Treasurer: Joe Luttrell – joe.luttrell@thd.org

Term: 2015-2017

Corresponding Secretary: Melissa Mountain – melissa.mountain@thd.org

Andy Katz
Dan Lorimer
Joe Luttrell
Melissa Dong Mountain
Romalyn Schmaltz
Robert Woehrle

Vice-President: Judy Irving – judy.irving@thd.org

Historian: Nancy Shanahan – nancy.shanahan@thd.org
Editor of the Semaphore: Carol Verburg — semaphore@thd.org
Immediate Past President: Vedica Puri – vedica.puri@thd.org

last Thursdays.

Call for time and location. 986-7070, 563-3494, or 391-5652.

LIAISONS WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
Central Police District Community Advisory Board: Mike Madrid
Coalition for San Francisco Neighborhoods: Paul Webber
Friends of Washington Square Liaison: Marilee Gaffney
Neighborhood Network Liaison: Gerry Crowley
Northeast Waterfront Advisory Group Member: Jon Golinger

There’s no better way to be connected to your neighborhood and be a voice of the hill by
joining Telegraph Hill Dwellers, today.
Join at THD.org. If you’d prefer to have a brochure and sign-up form mailed to you, please leave a message at (415) 843-1011
or send an email to membership@thd.org. Already a member? Give one as a gift!

Membership includes:

 A one-year subscription to news & events via email and a quarterly paper, The Semaphore.
 Opportunities to be active in your community. Your passion likely aligns to one of many committees.
 Social and Art & Culture events throughout the year – attend and contribute!
Annual Dues:
Individuals............................ $35
Households.......................... $50
Seniors (65 and older).......... $25
Senior Households............... $40

Join now or give the gift of membership at THD.org or call (415) 843-1011 or send an email to
membership@thd.org.
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