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From the Editor’s Desk
We of THD take pride in our Semaphore,
which is read in places far beyond our little Hill.
Any publication by a volunteer group such as
ours involves work and expense, and The
Semaphore demands a huge chunk of both.
Which brings me to our advertisers.
Without them, we could not have a Semaphore.
All of us owe them both thanks and support for
their part in producing our quarterly. Several
have been with us since I served my first stint as
editor in the mid 1980s. That’s a lot of
Semaphores and a lot of years.
Please note the ads in this edition. As you
make your rounds through the neighborhood,
tell our advertisers that you saw their ads and
thank them. And while you’re at it, sample their

All San Francisco
Symphony Night
Reserve now to attend the annual San
Francisco Symphony All San Francisco
Concert. “ A Classic American Gala” featuring the works of Gershwin, Ellington
and Bernstein on Thursday, September
6th, at 8:00 PM at Davies Symphony
Hall. Cost is $12 per person, limited to
one guest per THD member. Send checks
payable to THD in a SASE to THD
Symphony, PO Box 330159, SF 94133.
Checks must be received by June 30th.
Checks received after THD’s 40-ticket
allotment is fulfilled will be returned.

fine services and products.
And if you know of anyone who would like
to run an ad, please call our advertising coordinator, Jean Mullis, at 956-0939.

Bulletin Board
Want to start a book club? Find a neighbor who
shares a special interest? We invite you to use our
Bulletin Board for any non-commercial neighborhood messages.

Oral History Project needs volunteers
with word processing skills to transcribe audio
tapes. Please call Audrey at 391-1792.
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ENRICO’S

Tired
Of The

Same
Old Pitch?
Sometimes it’s hard to tell exactly whose best interests some
investment representatives have in mind. Our financial advice is based
on fees instead of commissions, and our firm offers no proprietary investment products. With our independent, unbiased approach to investing,
you can be confident that our only goal is to help you reach yours.
Contact us today for more information or to
schedule a consultation.

504 Broadway in North Beach
415 982-6223 for reservations
www.enricossidewalkcafe.com

Live
Jazz
Nightly

Scott Durcanin
580 California Street, 5th floor
San Francisco, CA 94104
Securities offered through
(415) 440-STOX (7869)
Linsco/Private Ledger
www.lpl.com/scott.durcanin A Registered Investment Adviser
scott.durcanin@lpl.com
Member NASD/SIPC
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
By Gerry Crowley

I’m back. Once and
again, I am president of
Telegraph Hill Dwellers.
People have asked why
would I want to make the
commitment again. After
much reflection, I realized
that I have more time to
devote to THD business
now than I did during the years 1997- 1999
when I was working more than full time.
It goes without saying that THD is the most
dynamic and productive neighborhood organization in town, and leading it is a great privilege.
Additionally, our nominating committee, which
met at least weekly over a 2-month period,
selected such an impressive slate of officers and
directors for the coming year that I couldn’t
resist. With THD, the work is never done and I
am deeply honored to be asked to continue
leading that work during the next year.
In recent weeks I have met with board
members and committee chairs to establish the
framework for the next 12 months. The board
has passed a budget of $28,500 for the fiscal year
ending March 31, 2002. Themes which have
emerged from meetings are Jan Holloway’s Take
Out the Trash campaign to clean up our neighborhood, in cooperation with the Department
of Public Works, and Suzanne Nelson’s crusade
to demonstrate THD inclusiveness by scheduling more varied and frequent events, something
for everyone.
Tom Noyes’ goal of increasing membership
started with a board-hosted May reception at
101 Lombard to introduce THD to our neighbors on the east side of the Hill near the

Embarcadero. Recently, THD’s sphere of interest has increased with regard to activities on the
mid-Embarcadero and we hope that more residents in that area will want to become THD
members.
Nancy Shanahan’s Planning and Zoning
Committee continues to have an overwhelming
number of cases on its agenda, making it the
most challenged committee because of its
impact on neighborhood character and preservation.
In both March and April, THD’s board
elected not to support either proposal for the
development of Piers 27-31, finding flaws in
both projects. After the Port Commission chose
one developer to enter into exclusive negotiations for development of the Piers, the
Northeast Waterfront Advisory Group
(NEWAG) filed an official protest with the Port
based on the Commission’s failure to comply
with the selection criteria set forth in the Port’s
original Request for Proposal. Nan Roth has
represented THD on NEWAG, the official advisory group to the Port, which is chaired by Anne
Halsted, former THD president and former Port
Commissioner.
Unless one has worked on a committee or
served on our board, it would be impossible to
comprehend the work of our organization.
While some participants devote extraordinary
amounts of time, others make a valuable contribution by donating an hour or two upon occasion. Ask if you might be that person with an
occasional hour or two, then refer to our committee list inside the back cover of The
Semaphore and contact a committee chair. You’ll
be amazed at how quickly you expand your
continued on page 7
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The Washington
Square Inn

• $50-$90 nightly

1660 Stockton Street
San Francisco
CA 94133

(415) 981-4220

2237 Mason Street near Chestnut
(800) 352-REMO • (415) 776-8688
http://www.sanremohotel.com
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PLANNING AND ZONING COMMITTEE REPORT
SUMMER 2001
By Nancy Shanahan
I. TELEGRAPH HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT
(This historic district on the east side of Telegraph
Hill was established in 1986 to preserve the largest
group of pre-1870 structures in the City.)
Grace Marchant Garden/22 Alta Street. In
February, a conservation easement protecting the
Grace Marchant Garden in perpetuity, and limiting
the size and nature of any development that can
occur on the upper portion of this site, was donated
by the developers to the Northeast San Francisco
Conservancy, a newly formed tax exempt nonprofit
corporation.
9 Calhoun. Rehabilitation work previously approved
by the Landmarks Board on this 1854 Gothic
Revival house is underway. It will involve substantial
changes to the garage building at the front of the
property and the addition of several windows and
doors to the main house.

224 Filbert Steps & 15 Napier Lane. Proposed
changes to these two historic cottages were presented to the Planning & Zoning Committee at its April
meeting and appear to be in conformance with the
historic district guidelines. A hearing will be scheduled by the Landmarks Board.
290 Union Street. A Stop Work Order has been
issued halting all work on this project while the
Planning Department continues to work with the
project sponsor and adjacent neighbors to resolve
issues relating to the project’s compliance with a
prior Planning Commission approval.
II. NORTH BEACH NEIGHBORHOOD
COMMERCIAL DISTRICT
(In 1987, the North Beach Neighborhood Commercial
District Ordinance was adopted to maintain the character of and mix of businesses in North Beach.)
1438 Grant Avenue (Savoy Tivoli). As of the press
date, there is nothing new to report regarding the
numerous protests filed with the State Department
continued on next page

PRESIDENT’S CORNER continued from page 5
group of neighborhood friends while benefiting
THD and the neighborhood as a whole.
Watch your mail for notice of plans to celebrate the completion of the Pioneer Park

Project. After 67 months of planning, design,
redesign, community meetings, fundraising and
more fundraising, the end is in sight.
Congratulations to our Semaphore Editor,
Cheryl Bentley, for being reapTried to get organized without success? pointed by the Board of
Supervisors to a two-year term as
a
Commissioner
on
the
Commission for Animal Control
and Welfare.
Clutter . . .
On a final note, our gratitude
Paper . . .
to Supervisor Aaron Peskin for
Anything!
remembering where he came from
and, at the same time, showing
Michelle Quintana
GUARANTEED RESULTS!
incredible concern for the City as
1st hour free to new clients with 4 hour appt
415/380-9697 a whole as he carries out his manMember National Association of Professional Organizers
date at City Hall.

LET ME HELP!
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PLANNING AND ZONING COMMITTEE REPORT continued
of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) against the
issuance of a new liquor license for the Savoy Tivoli.
Protests against the new liquor license are related to
the excessive noise emanating from the open-air
patio bar and pool hall at this establishment.
1351 Grant Avenue (formerly Figone’s Hardware).
THD officially withdrew its protest against the
issuance of a liquor license for a proposed new
bar/restaurant in the old Figone Hardware space at
the request of and in support of the efforts of the
Chinatown Community Development Center and
the Asian Law Caucus to prevent the owners of this
proposed new bar from evicting the elderly tenants
of this building under the state Ellis Act.
504 Columbus Avenue (Pacific Bell PCS Store).
The illuminated Pac Bell PCS sign, installed without
appropriate City permits, has been removed from the
Columbus Street facade.
1831 Powell St. A proposed vertical addition to this
1-story building in a historic block of Powell Street
was presented to the Planning & Zoning Committee.
Because this block has been determined eligible for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places,
the Committee felt strongly that any additions or
alterations should be done in a manner that does not
jeopardize or detract from its National Register eligibility and recommended that any proposed changes
be made in conformance with the Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards for Historic Structures.
801 Greenwich Street (corner of Greenwich and
Mason). The old grocery store on this site has been
demolished and construction is underway for 8 residential condominiums in a 40-foot-high structure
(plus rooftop features) with 750 square feet of commercial space on the ground floor.
III. PROJECTS ON THE N.E. WATERFRONT
(Nan Roth represents THD on Port Advisory Groups
and at Port Commission hearings).
Piers 27-29. On April 18, 2001, the Port
Commission voted 3-2 to award exclusive negotiation rights to the Mills Corporation for the development of these piers. Mills’ proposal includes removing all of Pier 27 (not historic) to open up views of
the bay, developing a significant amount of office
and retail space and providing a sports/recreation

facility through the YMCA. The Northeastern
Waterfront Advisory Group (NEWAG), composed
of members appointed by the Port to represent nearby neighbors, businesses and community organizations, including THD, has expressed serious concerns over the process used by the Port Commission
in making its selection.
Pier 45, Shed A. Due in large part to the voters’
overwhelming approval of the Proposition R ballot
measure in November 2000 and to the new Board of
Supervisors, the Port Commission formally ended its
exclusive negotiations with the Malrite Company for
its proposed “San Francisco at the Wharf” theme park
proposal at Pier 45.
Affordable Housing Project (at Broadway and
Battery). THD is continuing to work with the project sponsor, Chinatown Community Development
Corporation (CCDC), to insure a high quality, compatible design for this highly visible site on Broadway
located at the base of Telegraph Hill in the NE
Waterfront Historic District. (Note: This historic
warehouse district, established by the Board of
Supervisors in 1983, is bounded by The
Embarcadero, Sansome, Broadway and Union
Streets.)
IV. JACKSON SQUARE HISTORIC DISTRICT
(Established in 1972, this is the City’s first historic district. The district is also listed on the National Register of
Historic Places.)
722-724 and 726-728 Montgomery Street (Belli
Building). The City Attorney filed a lawsuit against
owner and Landmarks Board member Nancy HoBelli for her failure to protect from further deterioration these two 1850s Landmark buildings (City
Landmarks No. 9 and 10) from which she removed
the roofs several years ago. At press time, it appears
that work may soon begin to stabilize and rehabilitate these structures.
11 (formerly 2) Nottingham Place. Along with
Save Jackson Square organization, THD has
opposed a project to add 3 or 4 additional stories to
this one story historic building in the Jackson Square
Historic District. As a result, the Planning
Department’s previous determination that the project is a “minor alteration” to the historic structure
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PLANNING AND ZONING COMMITTEE REPORT continued
and therefore exempt from environmental review
has been reversed. THD is working with the owner
and the City to ensure a compatible project design.
III. MISC. RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS
North Beach Public Housing Development
(bounded by Columbus, Bay, Mason and
Francisco). This joint project of HUD, SF Housing
Authority and BRIDGE Housing Corp., to demolish
the existing structures and replace them with 360
townhouses, is experiencing delay related to funding.
THD is committed to preventing the demolition of
any structures until all necessary funding has been
secured and to working with the project sponsors to
ensure greater design compatibility of the new structures with the surrounding neighborhood.
391 Filbert (Filbert Steps at Kearny). A rear yard
variance from Planning Code requirements has been
requested to allow the expansion of this cottage,
located on the Filbert Steps adjacent to Pioneer Park.
The owner and his architect have been working with

the Planning & Zoning Committee to design a project
that will be compatible in scale and design with its
sensitive site, while preserving the windows of the
adjacent building to the east and minimizing impacts
to the neighboring building to the south.
1338 Filbert Cottages. With the support of the
Russian Hill Neighbors and THD, the City is considering the designation of this set of cottages as a
landmark. These cottages are significant not only for
their cultural role in the City’s art history and connection to the Art Institute, but for their architecture and landscaping as one of the last assemblages
of turn-of-the-century small scale cottage housing.
The owner of the property is proposing to clear the
site and construct luxury condominium units.
412 Lombard Street. As a result of a Discretionary
Review (DR) filed by adjacent property owners and
residents, the Planning Commission is requiring
changes to this proposed project (to demolish an
existing small house and replace it with a much largcontinued on page 17

SHOPPING, DINING, ENTERTAINMENT…
THE CITY’S HISTORIC MARKETPLACE

F

THE CANNERY has over 40 one-of-a-kind shops and
restaurants—you won’t find any chain stores here!

ind the perfect gift—from Tiffany-style lamps to hand painted porcelain
to chocolate truffles and the country’s largest selection of single malt
scotches. Treat yourself to Mexican food, Cajun-Creole specialties,
French crepes, or a classic American steak. Stuff a teddy bear, test
your skills on a didgeridoo, or visit our new clay studio & gallery. Join
us for free outdoor entertainment daily in the courtyard or for a dose
of laughter nightly at Cobb’s Comedy Club.

ALL IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD.
Located at the foot of Columbus Avenue
Where North Beach meets Fisherman’s Wharf.
2801 Leavenworth Street • (415) 771-3112

www.thecannery.com
Full-Service restaurants validate 2-hour parking and
Cobb’s Comedy Club validates 3-hour parking at the
Anchorage Shopping Center Garage at 500 Beach Street.
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PROGRAM AND SOCIAL
COMMITTEE
By Suzanne Nelson

I

’m very enthused by the steady stream of
members who want to get involved in supporting THD programs and socials. And,
there are lots of opportunities for you to get
involved too. It’s my goal to provide a variety of
events so that every member will find something
that will be of interest to them. And, that the
committee will have a great deal of fun working
together to make these events happen.
Some of the things we are working on are:

PAGE 10

quarterly dinners, new member cocktail parties,
block parties, old fashion picnic at Coit Tower,
participation in North Beach activities (i.e., Jazz
Festival, North Beach Festival), film night,
theme walks, pot lucks – just to name a few.
I would like to encourage others to join us
on this committee. Even if you are already
involved in other committees, please send me
your ideas for programs you would like to see
and attend. Please feel free to either call or
email
me
at:
986-6210
or
suzanne_nelson@yahoo.com.
So, look for those post cards and email
notices and, come have a great time.
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City CarShare Comes to the City and North Beach
shorter reservation and then extend it if necesAll it takes is your personal “fob.” That’s a sary, which you can do by phone provided your
small, teardrop-shaped bauble that fits on your car isn’t needed to fulfill someone else’s prior
key chain and it transforms you from a car-hun- reservation.
gry pedestrian into a driver in a flash!
And what about that fob? It has a computJust march into the 766 Vallejo (police-sta- er chip inside that talks to the CarShare comtion) Garage like you own the place, stride up the puter to tell it that you indeed are you. The
short ramp to the special CarShare parking area, computer tracks your mileage and you get a
and wave your personal fob at the driver-side monthly bill.
windshield. Presto! The doors unlock, you climb
This writer tried it and it worked like a
in, grab the ignition key that dangles from the charm. It has a quick, slick, membership feel
dashboard, and drive off. Zero paperwork. You about it that contrasts with traditional car
don’t have to pay to get out of the garage or for rentals.
gasoline – that is included in the fee – and when
Other current CarShare locations are the
you are finished, you just drive back in and park Golden Gateway Garage at Clay and Battery,
it, wave your personal fob again at the wind- the 5th and Mission Garage, and the Performing
shield, which locks the doors, and walk away.
Arts Garage at Grove and Gough.
With that at your command, who needs a
You can reach City CarShare at 415-995car? And, especially, who needs a second car?
8588.
How does one come by this slick means of
no-fuss locomotion? You must first
be a member: apply for $30 and pay
a $300 refundable deposit; your
driving and credit records will be
checked. As a member you pay a
$10 monthly fee and, when you
drive, it is 45 cents per mile and
$2.50 per hour, capped at 10 hours
per day.
The lubrication that makes all
this work is a computerized reservation system. You must always reserve
a car, which you can from any start
day and time – to any stop day and
time – that you wish, via phone or
Internet. That is the duration you
pay for, even if you bring it back
early. If you aren’t sure, make a City CarShare’s VWs are San Francisco’s new “In” transporation.
By Bill Seelinger
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Who’s New
By Billie Atlas

THD’s five new board members represent
the diversity of our neighborhood, including
both homeowners and renters, and the occupations of sales, law, and the new technology.
What they have in common is a dedication and
belief in preserving the qualities that make our
neighborhood special.

Tim Keller
Tim, who takes over the job of recording
secretary, is one of San Francisco’s newer residents, with all the enthusiasm and of people
who have recently “discovered” our city.
Tim settled on the Hill because “I was looking for the best neighborhood, and when I
learned that THD president Aaron Peskin was
a Board of Supervisors candidate, and after
attending the THD Christmas party at Julius
Castle, there was no question in my mind as to
where I wanted to live.”
A native of Albuquerque, New Mexico,
Tim majored in public policy and art history at
Notre Dame. He arrived here nine months ago,
managed to find an affordable apartment on the
Hill and has joined the South End Rowing Club
at Aquatic Park. He works as a restructuring
analyst at Credit Suisse First Boston.

Suzanne Nelson
THD’s new board member and chairperson is no
stranger to most of us. We’ve
heard her handing out
awards to deserving individuals as co-chair of the
Neighborhood Beautification
Committee. We’ve joined her

in work parties at Pioneer Park, caroled with
her around North Beach at Christmas, and
have enjoyed her cheerful, thoughtful presence
at numerous THD functions.
Suzanne lives in a charming, old historic
house on lower Alta Street, where she enjoys
tending her small garden while still recovering
from an accident last year, which required
extensive surgery to reconstruct her ankle,
closely following recovery from a serious illness.
But with her usual good cheer, Suzanne continues to work out of her home as a marketing
manager and consultant, working with creative
teams on hi-tech projects to develop identification packaging. Her career evolved from 14
years of experience in the hi-tech business.
A native Californian, Suzanne grew up in
Southern California and earned a master’s

Fog Hill Market
Hanna Chedyak
415-781-8817

1300 Kearny
San Francisco, CA 94133
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Who’s New

continued

degree at Harvard in adolescent development
and counseling. Her two married sons and families live in Mill Valley and in Cambridge, Mass.
Suzanne joined THD four years ago, just
one year after moving to San Francisco, and
immediately became a member of Dawne
Bernhardt’s NICE Committee, which later was
renamed the Neighborhood Beautification
Project, with Suzanne and Stacy Shember as
co-chairs. She’s looking forward to heading the
social committee.

Tom Noyes
After buying a home on the Vallejo steps
three years ago, Tom and his wife, Mary, joined
THD to keep abreast of goings-on in the neighborhood. “It’s a necessity to have a general idea
of how to preserve the character and beauty of
our neighborhood,” says Tom.
When Tom, a native of Michigan, was at
Cal Tech doing graduate work in math and
computers, he was part of a house resident association for undergraduates, helping them to
learn social skills. He came to San Francisco to
visit one of the students and was intrigued and
impressed by the City.
Tom works as a software engineer associated with a new company, EVOLVE, which went
public last year but has been hurt by the business downturn.
He and Mary have two sons, Jim, at Scripps
Institute, and Phil, an artist with the computer
industry. The Noyes have traveled extensively
in Italy, and Mary is author of a book on
Bologna, which is at the publishers. Mary wrote
a colorful piece for this issue of The Semaphore
about The Old Spaghetti Factory.
Because of their location on the Vallejo
steps, the Noyes do a lot of walking. They also

enjoy movies and the theater. Instead of bothering with a car, the Noyes are looking into the
City’s new car-share program as an alternative
to owning one.

Gloria Smith
Gloria Smith lived at 101 Lombard for 13
years before she realized she could join THD.
She was finally recruited by former board member Leo McLaughlin and immediately became a
campaigner for Aaron Peskin’s Board of
Supervisors run.
Gloria, who has worked as a salesperson for
TRI-Coldwell Banker for 14 years, describes
herself as “very stable.” Her idea of leisure is
attending yoga classes and practicing for the
65K Hawaii Marathon. Son Brad and daughter
Karyn live in the Bay Area, and Gloria’s first

CAMPBELL-THIEBAUD GALLERY
645 CHESTNUT STREET • SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94133

TELEPHONE (415) 441-8680
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Who’s New

continued

grandchild, Olivia, arrived in May. A native of
Oakland, Gloria moved here in ‘87 and enjoys
non-motorized activities on the Bay.

Nancy Shanahan
District 3’s “first lady” and new board member is known to most THDers as the wife of
Supervisor Aaron Peskin. But Nancy isn’t
exactly “new” to the Board, having served on it
in 1997. However, THD by-laws prevented her
from continuing when Aaron joined the Board.
Nancy then very successfully concentrated on
leading the Planning and Zoning Committee.
So don’t let Nancy’s quiet, self-effacing
demeanor fool you. Aaron may be the muscle
man in the family (think South End Rowing
Club), but Nancy is very much her own person.
She keeps up with him in leisure activities

(exceedingly scarce these days), such as backcountry skiing, camping, and roughing it in
Third World countries.
Nancy doesn’t tout the fact that she’s a
Texan, and admits that as “first lady,” she’s “too
busy” with all the phone calls and requests that
seem to be an unavoidable part of her new station in life. As an attorney, however, Nancy is
still involved with environmental causes.

Classified Ads

Classified rates are $20 for 4
line, $30 for 5-7 lines. Please
call 956-0939 to place an ad.
Next deadline is August 1.

Our Irish brunch is a lovely event.
Just as long as no one asks
for English muffins.
Irish Pub and Restaurant 622 Green Street San Francisco, CA 94133, 415-989-6222
www.oreillysirish.citysearch.com
Irish Brunch served Monday through Friday 10-4PM and Saturday & Sunday 8- 4PM
Sidewalk Dining Available
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Supervisor Peskin Reports

I

hope this summer issue of The Semaphore
finds everyone doing well, kicking back
around the neighborhood and maybe elsewhere on vacation. Although I run into you all
the time and talk about local issues, I wanted to
provide a quick update on several things from
City Hall.
Redevelopment of Piers 27-31: I was really disappointed with the way the selection
process played out earlier this year to select a
potential developer. In the end, it seemed much
more like a political decision than one based on
policy merits. In May, I introduced a measure
that the Board of Supervisors passed unanimously, condemning the whole process. But
now it’s up to the Board to take a sharp, hard
look at the Mills/YMCA proposal that’s currently in exclusive negotiations with the Port.
Planning Reform: By the time this issue of
The Semaphore comes out, the fate of legislation
that I’ve introduced, expanding the appeal
process for conditional use permits (CUs), will
have been determined. This legislation allows for
four Supervisors to grant a CU appeal, in addition to the regular threshold of homeowners
within 300 feet of the impacted space. I envision
this legislation as a preliminary move to give all
interested parties, including tenant residents and
business owners, an opportunity to appeal conditional use permits to the Board of Supervisors.
Also, I’ve been bird-dogging the Planning
Department to retroactively collect certain
development fees that it failed to collect over
the past three years, which will go to the City’s
Affordable Housing and Childcare funds.
Cleaning up the neighborhood: Based on
residents’ contact with my office and feedback
received in Town Hall meetings, we’ve leaned
on the Department of Public Works to focus on

several “problem hot-spots” around the neighborhood. One successful situation is Tracy
Place, near Columbus and Vallejo, which has
been a dumping ground for garbage and even
human waste. DPW has now constructed a gate
on the alley, which goes a long way to improve
residents’ quality of life there.
Francisco steps and other infrastructure
improvements: I’ve been working with DPW to
fund much needed pedestrian improvements in
the neighborhood, such as the Francisco steps.
Look for improvement on such cases.

Arlene Ciuffreda Hale
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PLANNING AND ZONING COMMITTEE REPORT continued
er one) that will reduce the overall height of the proposed structure by a few feet, prohibit additional
rooftop structures, reduce the third-floor addition at
the rear of the building by 10 feet, and require a
light-well to preserve light and air to adjacent structures. In addition, the project proponent is required
to improve the design of the proposed project, particularly the front facade, per the City’s Residential
Design Guidelines, to complement the surrounding
neighborhood.
368 Vallejo Street. A rear yard variance from
Planning Code requirements has been requested to
allow the construction of a bedroom below grade
occupying the entire rear yard area. The project
would also demolish the existing turn-of-the-century 12-foot-wide house and replace it with a modern
structure. The Planning & Zoning Committee has
expressed its concern that detrimental impacts to
the foundations of adjacent buildings be avoided and
that the existing facade be retained or a new one
designed to compliment the surrounding neighborhood per the City’s Residential Design Guidelines.
110 Alta St. A permit application has been filed for

ZAP Graffiti and

Dumped Trash
Call City Hotline
28-CLEAN

Have you thanked
Semaphore advertisers
for their support?

significant alterations to this property, which would
expand the first floor, eliminate the front open space
by adding a garage and driveway, and extending the
second floor deck to the front property line.
2012-2014 Powell Street. A permit application has
been filed for the construction of a new partial
fourth-story and expansion of the building at all stories into the required rear yard open space.
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Over the Backyard Fence
Congratulations to Mary Nelson, new
president of District 3 Democratic Club, and
Anne Halsted, appointed by Governor Davis to
the Bay Conservation and Development
Commission (BCDC)…Semaphore typesetter
and THDer Chris Carlsson led the successful
battle to keep rents reasonable in the historic
Grant Building on Market…Savvy Dwellers
have discovered that voicing complaints at
Aaron Peskin’s town hall meetings, which city
department heads attend, are a magical way to
clear up city problems. Conditions lasting for
years have in some cases been resolved the
same day of the meeting…Nice to see former
THD Prez Jeanne Milligan using her considerable talents in THD’s Beautification Committee to fight the good fight against litter and
other urban eyesores…To make you forget you
supposedly live in an increasingly impersonal
city: When Suzanne Nelson broke her ankle
last winter and was immobilized, good neighbor
Tower Laudromat delivered her laundry, even
though they ordinarily don’t make deliveries,
simply because Suzanne was a neighbor in
need…Helen von Ammon’s latest book,
ALASK Apacus Furbanks, Moorage and Homer is
just out…The eastern slope of the Hill sported
a floral Eastern bonnet this spring courtesy of
Mother Nature, Jack Weeden, David Davies,
and Rex. Jack and David work tirelessly in their
garden that spans a large part of the Hill, and
pooch Rex patrols the posies…Friend of the
flock Mark Bittner is back on the Greenwich
Stairs. Catch his sighting of his parrot pals at
www.wildparrots.com…Film maker Judy Irving
has moved from Noe Valley to the Hill, where
she extols our sense of community. She will finish her film on the parrots in a year. Expect a
gala opening…Legal eagle Tony Serra is relo-

cating his lawyering to the old Finocchio’s after
he and officemate Stuart Kaplan got a hefty
hike in rent from the Port for their Pier 5 offices.
Stuart will work from The Purple House, his
home, and is happy that he is within shouting
distance of old friend Tony…That creative couple Clyde and Shari Steiner are in Europe this
summer enjoying home exchanges with
Europeans whom Shari contacted on the
Internet… THDers have been spotted calling
28-CLEAN, the city’s new hotline for litter
problems, from cell phones during early morning walks. Reports indicate that messes are
removed the same day…The roses in the
Anderlini garden at Filbert and Montgomery
are in luscious bloom, as they are every year,
joyous, extravagant markers of this beautiful
hill’s passage into summer. Thank you, Andy.

Sean O’Donnell
Handyman
“Anything can be fixed
except a fallen soufflé.”
30 years experience.
Local & neighborhood references.
A Telegraph Hill Dweller
since 1982

415-398-1205

ISSUE #156 • SUMMER 2000

PAGE 18

Say, Who’s In Charge of The Semaphore?
By Patricia Cady
Final installment: Acknowledging past Semaphore editors whose news has become the history of Telegraph
Hill.

K

nowing Clyde Steiner (editor 1990-94)
brought tears to my eyes twice: When he
announced he was moving, (after many
years on Telegraph Hill he and his wife, Shari,
needed more space for their thriving business).
And when he left me sitting with a folder of clip
art at Caffe Roma after wishing me luck as the
new editor.
From his east-facing home, Clyde saw the
dismantling of the Embarcadero freeway and
sparkling new lights spanning the Bay Bridge. In
the early ‘90s, still-affordable properties were
snapped up by buyers with plans to severely renovate or demolish them. Neighbors protested,
lawyers prospered, many characteristic buildings were replaced. Clyde pre-dated all of us
in tech savvy, envisioning our Web page, which
Peter Overmire set up and still maintains.
While the City looked for ways to save
money on neighborhood services (threatening
to close the local library and swimming pool),
its profits from an unregulated film industry skyrocketed. “Basic Instincts,” filmed in 1991, was
the catalyst to get a grip on regulating local
shoots. With Arthur Chang, Clyde started a
new THD committee and went to City Hall to
extract promises, some of which were kept.
That winter, rain swamped the Bay Area
and one local building was lost — a small cliffside apartment house at 22 Alta Street was
declared unsafe. Inspectors sent a crew to tear it
down; the problem was — they couldn’t, it was
too soundly built.
Men vs. building turned into an amusing

struggle reported in international newspapers.
The lot became the object of a tug-of-war
between a builder’s plan to shade part of the
Grace Marchant Garden, and Telegraph Hill
Dwellers, who won five separate challenges
against the builder. (A recent agreement crafted by Nancy Shanahan, Joe Luttrell and James
Attwood gives neighbors a conservation easement to forever ensure adequate light to the
Garden.)
Clyde had a knack for attracting good writers. My goal as editor (1994-2000) was to also
cultivate interesting people, some of whom still
owe me articles! I hope I’ve adequately thanked
Cheryl Bentley, now in charge of The
Semaphore, and others I worked with.
Connecting with people around common issues
seems to ratchet us upward courageously. Shy
speakers become eloquent before hard-eyed city
planners. Volunteers grasp for handholds on
crumbling rock as they replant Pioneer Park,
the green space around Coit Tower.
The Pioneer Park Project started in 1996
when the only plan for the deteriorating space
was to string up fencing. Julie Christensen,
Maud Hallin, Anne Halsted, Dawne Bernhardt,
Howard Wong, and Rod Freebairn-Smith led a
committee that raised over a million dollars and
recruited pro-bono professionals to bring the
park to architect Arthur Brown Jr.’s original
1931 design. (As the work nears completion,
we’re glimpsing a satisfying match between
service and beauty.)
In 1998, wreckers demolished the North
Beach Garage on Vallejo Street. The sound ‘20s
building with Deco chevrons and ‘40s neon had
plenty of advocates left frustrated by the City’s
decision to replace it with a $12 million struc-
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Who’s In Charge of The Semaphore? continued
ture, to gain 60 new parking slots. But other
news was startlingly good:
One cold Saturday morning, when I saw
Gerry Crowley set up a card table
in Washington Square to collect petitions
against opening a giant RiteAid store across the
street, I knew with certainty that the mayor’s
“done deal,” to shoehorn this and more chain
stores into North Beach, would be undone.
When Aaron Peskin and Nancy Shanahan
started co-chairing THD’s key Planning &
Zoning Committee by leading walking tours
around the neighborhood, the prescient predicted we would soon be afoot throughout
District 3 to elect Aaron to the Board of
Supervisors.
A 1994 Semaphore marked the celebration
of THD’s 40th Anniversary when a founding
member, Bob Katz, made his last public speech.
The firebrand who had led critical preservation
fights quietly thanked members for their help. I
thought of Bob and his wife, co-founder Nancy
Katz, the day in 1999 when I saw a crane pluck
a cottage from its site on Filbert Street and
swing it onto a flatbed truck, bound for storage
for future use by local schoolchildren.
Why? The cottage was Bill Bailey’s, a
famous hero of the working class who lived
there until he died. Telegraph Hill Dwellers had
lost a long, heartbreaking battle with the City’s
Planning Department, which approved the
demolition of this, and adjacent signature cottages, which once prevailed on the Hill. If
Joe Butler could have saved them all, he would
have, but Joe managed to save this one. The
image of it profiled against the sky has become
my symbol of what the organization of

Telegraph Hill Dwellers has stood for, for almost
fifty years: Passionate advocacy for a uniquely
blessed place.
With thanks to our Historian Emeritus, Rhoda
Robinson, who let me prowl through the archives to
write this tribute to past editors who all deserved
more space, but they understand.

CITY LIGHTS BOOKSTORE TO
BECOME CITY LANDMARK
On March 21st, with THD’s suppport, the
Landmarks Board formally recommended that
City Lights Bookstore be designated City
Landmark #228. The designation is expected
to get the Planning Commission approval on
May 10th and will then proceed to the Board
of Supervisors for its final approval.

ONLINE & PRINT PUBLISHING
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Web Site Development Magazines
Newsletters
Content
Brochures

392-3770
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san francisco, ca 94133
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City Guides Do the Hill
By David Peterson

I

am the coordinator for the City Guides
walking tours on Telegraph Hill. We love
your neighborhood! During the months
from May to October we offer several walking
tours each month to whomever appears at the
Marconi Monument at the beginning of
Telegraph Hill Blvd., and we attempt to share
some of our enthusiasm for the beauty and
unique history of the Hill. A couple of our
guides are Telegraph Hill Dwellers and through
them we have been introduced to The
Semaphore as a great resource for keeping up
with the latest items of interest on the Hill.
Thanks for all of your efforts in sharing the history of your neighborhood.
We would like to extend an open invitation
to all Telegraph Hill Dwellers and their family,
friends, and visitors to join us whenever they
are able. We regularly encounter residents when

walking on the Hill; they frequently stop to listen, asking what we can tell about them about
their particular house or street. Just as frequently, they offer what they know about local
history!
Tours are offered June through October, on
the first and third Thursdays of every month at
5:30 p.m., and on the second and fourth
Saturdays of every month at 3:00 p.m.

We Remember
Bob Heifetz
Bob Heifetz passed away in April, after a
long illness. The former urban studies professor
at San Francisco State University held a doctorate from Columbia University in planning.
The gentle, cosmopolitan Bob was a familiar
figure on Telegraph Hill. He is survived by his
wife, Albina Starkova, and a daughter and son.

Terrence O’Flaherty
Terrence O’Flaherty, THD member and
long-time Chronicle TV critic, passed away in
February. One of the group of legendary
columnists, including the late Telegraph Hill
residents Stanton Delaplane and Charles
McCabe, Terrence received the only Emmy
that the Academy of Television Arts and
Sciences ever gave to a television critic. He
also authored Masterpiece Theater, a best-selling book about television. He is survived by
his partner, Lynn Hickerson.
The Semaphore needs a few good men and women
to do small line drawings on neighborhood subjects for space fillers. Please call 392-4081 or email cheryl@slip.net.

PAGE 21

ISSUE #156 • SUMMER 2000

Beautification Committee Report
By Jan Holloway

I

n response to many of THD’s complaint calls
on the increased amount of trash and litter in
our neighborhood, the Beautification
Committee scheduled a meeting at the Telegraph
Hill Neighborhood Center on March 28 to air
these issues with staff from the Department of
Public Works. Here are some abbreviated notes
from that meeting, which turned out to be quite
informative and, by general consensus, positive.
The committee (expanded by two dozen
concerned THDs) heard presentations from
Mohammad Nuru, Deputy Director, Operations;
John Cone, Superintendent, Bureau of Street
Environment; Brian Gatter, City Architects; and
Elise Davis, Supervisor II.
Speaking in a congenial atmosphere directly connected to their desire to work collaboratively with neighborhood groups, the staff
described DPW’s determination to mount a significant attack on the garbage, litter, graffiti and
illegal dumping problems increasingly plaguing the City. Nuru reported on the Clean City
Summit in February which saw the start of the
“Clean Sweep: District Clean Team Efforts.”
This newly launched program is a year-long
citywide extra blitz (like the Great Sweep) —
taking each district, month by month, removing
garbage and graffiti, steam-cleaning sidewalks
and streets, removing weeds, filling potholes.
District 3 will be “blitzed” in August.
DPW wants to create working centers in
each of the 11 supervisorial districts with sufficient personnel and resources to respond quickly and more efficiently. He noted that a District
Captain has been assigned to each of the 11 districts, striving for better coordination between
City departments and community groups.

John Cone reiterated the need for direct
community involvement because there is twice
the tonnage of refuse that there was 10 years
ago and the department simply can’t keep up
with all of it. He announced the Department’s
new hotline telephone number, 28-CLEAN,
and urged people to use it to report any problems, of litter, illegal dumping, graffiti, or articles or home garbage on the street. Calls are
monitored, and he wanted to be contacted personally if the problem isn’t cleared up within
two weeks — his personal goal. He noted that
the police department has assigned one of its
lieutenants to be the special person on the graffiti detail. The plan is to do an increased surveillance and the imposition of fines on the
offenders.
He described several ways neighborhood
coalition groups could be involved:
• starting Adopt-a-Street, neighborly coordination of volunteer litter control
• organizing with neighborhood merchants
to subsidize the hiring of “Transition to Work”
sweepers
• hiring someone in transition, such as
“Welfare -to-Work” participants, using a grant;
this was successful in one South of Market location. Several non-profits are available to work
with us on this.
DPW has hired 13 new Environmental
Supervisors who will be working directly in each
district. Regular Street Sweeper crews are
often assisted by people from SWAP / General
Assistance programs.
Responding to complaints about abandoned household garbage, he commented that
simply adding more trashcans won’t solve the
continued next page
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Beautification

continued

problem. DPW will do “stakeouts” when they
get specific addresses in complaints. This is
a finable offense and they try to impose them
when warnings have no effect.
Public Schools are often big problem litter
areas and the City is attempting through the
Mayor’s office to send personnel to every elementary school educating children how to help
maintain a litter-free city.
Following the presentations, the group discussion centered on the following points:
The need for public education is of the
utmost importance. There was a suggestion that
we try to implement this need by promoting a
Block Coordinated project whereby we would
work with volunteer Block Captains who would
organize their immediate neighbors to keep an
eye on their blocks, distribute flyers, alerting
owners and tenants of buildings of their responsibility to maintain the front areas of their buildings, and assist the DPW as “watchdogs.”
Several people volunteered to be coordinators
who will also designate “hot” areas and
target them for special education and attention.
During discussion, people also said that we
should coordinate planning with DPW; that the
need for extra signage regarding litter and graffiti could be
achieved by flyers on mail boxes,
public garbage cans, and recycle
bins; that we could work with local
merchants to implement Transition
to Work arrangements; and that we
could develop an informational
brochure for hotels, to send the message, “Keep Our City Clean.”
We will have a follow-up meeting this spring to establish priorities.
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In the meantime, to report problems with
illegal dumping, litter, or graffiti, call (415) 28CLEAN. To comment on street cleaning and
graffiti issues visit the Department of Public
Works website at www.sfdpw.com and click on
“Neighborhood e-Forum.”
To volunteer for the THD Block
Coordinator program, or for information about
future events, call Jan Holloway at 398-2055 or
send an email to janh@sirius.com.

Is this your
last Semaphore?

If the mailing label is dated June 1,
2001 or earlier, your membership has
lapsed and we hope you’ll rectify
that situation with a check. If you
think our records are incorrect or
you are in doubt about your membership status, please contact
Membership Chair,
Tom Noyes
Phone 981-8520
E-mail tom@noyesfamily.com
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FROM THE ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPTS:

Ray Rovero
By Art Peterson

Take it from Ray Rovero:
“You look at North Beach now and it’s just
one collection of restaurants. They could put a
central kitchen underground at the corner of
Green, Columbus and Stockton and just shoot the
food out and nobody would know the difference.”

Strong words perhaps, but Ray possesses
credentials that allow him some feisty opinions
about the neighborhood. Except for a brief time
during the 1906 Earthquake and Fire when
Ray’s mother’s family was evacuated to Golden
Gate Park, someone in Ray’s family resided in
the apartment building on the west side of
Kearny at Filbert from around the turn of the
century to the 1950s.
Ray was around in the 1930s when “old
man Julius” (Julius Roz of Julius’ Castle) would
continued on page 24

Shipping of Myrick Book Nears
As almost everyone who has lived on
Telegraph Hill for long knows, San Francisco’s
Telegraph Hill by David Myrick is a collector’s
item. The out-of-print first edition of this book,
lovingly detailing the colorful history of the
Hill, sells for $200 these days.
Last year, David agreed to make revisions to

the original, and THD agreed to sponsor the
second edition of the Myrick book. The new
volume includes 32 new pages and 50 more
photographs.
To order your book, please fill out the order
form below. The shipment date is now scheduled for mid-summer.

To order San Francisco’s Telegraph Hill 2nd edition
___ number of copies at $37.89 per copy (NOTE: The price will be $27.06 for the first 400 copies
ordered, and there are not too many left at this discounted price.) The above prices include Calif. sales tax.

SHIPPING INFORMATION
Please provide the address(es) where shipment should be made.
Name ______________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip _______________________________________________________________
Telephone ___________________________________________________________________
Copies will be shipped free of charge to addresses in the zip code 94133. Please include an additional $3.50
for each copy to be delivered in the continental U.S. Please mail this form and a check in the appropriate
amount payable to Telegraph Hill Dwellers to:
Telegraph Hill Dwellers -- Book Orders / P.O. Box 330159, San Francisco, CA 94133
We anticipate that copies of San Francisco’s Telegraph Hill will be shipped in mid- to late-summer 2001. If you
have any questions, please write Telegraph Hill Dwellers or call (415) 255-6799.
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chase him and his 10-year-old playmates from
the scaffolding around Coit Tower, then under
construction.
He remembers breaking par on the northeast corner of Filbert and Grant, where some
go-getter had built a miniature golf course to fill
the void left by the departure of the Church of
Sts. Peter and Paul, which had relocated a block
down Filbert Street.
He was in the neighborhood a decade or so
later when his friend Robert Lopez dated the
“girl in the fishbowl” from Bimbo’s 365. (“The
mermaid was swimming in there topless. You
had to fight to get to see the girl in the bowl. But
it was an optical illusion — she was in the basement downstairs. She wasn’t in the water.”)
Ray remembers:
The restaurants. The Leaning Tower,
tucked away in the block of Grant where the
Columbine florist and Mac are located now.
And The Savoy Tivoli when it had a bocce ball
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court in the rear.
The bakeries. Columbus Pastry Shop, next
to what is now Wells Fargo Bank, and the
Nebbia, near where Biordi is today. And
Lombardi’s at Union and Sonoma Alley, where
Ray’s father worked delivering bread and where
his father met Ray’s mother, the daughter of the
Lombardi’s cook.
The creameries. The Athens, on Columbus
between Union and Green. And Jo Jo’s (“the
best”) on Stockton, owned by the Roca family
that went on to found New Joe’s, Original Joe’s
and all the other Joe’s.
The movies. The Palace, where Ray would
go with his mother on Wednesday nights to collect plates that, after enough Wednesdays,
turned into a set of dishes. And the Acme on
Stockton near Broadway where, Ray says, Merv
Griffin got his start in show business hawking
ice cream in the aisles.
The bars. The Capri on Grant, now Mo’s
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RAY ROVERO continued
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Oh Boy.”) A few years later came The Swim
and Carol Doda and the topless bars, and then
the flower children.
There was plenty of activity in the neighborhood in those days and celebrities were plentiful but, says Ray, the Columbus Cafe was
never a celebrity hangout. There were exceptions—Barbara Hutton, the Woolworth heiress,
for one.
“There was a jazz joint called the Cellar,
where the Caffe Sport is now. One of the guys
that was the owner there was also a musician —
Sonny — used to go out with her. (She’d been
married six or seven times.) She’d pull up in her
Mercedes. Go down and see him. And they’d
come in here and have a drink. That was the
only claim to fame I had.”

diner. Pat and Mary’s on Columbus, presently
Calzone’s. And the North Beach Cafe, an
establishment that Ray’s father opened before
Prohibition at the site of the present North
Beach Restaurant. In the late 1930s, Ray’s
father began a new venture, the Columbus
Cafe, in what is now the Wells Fargo Bank
building. There he stayed until the mid-1940s,
when, after losing his lease, he moved the
Columbus Cafe to 562 Green Street.
Ray took over the Columbus in the 1950s.
At the time, the bar was something of a hangout
for seamen and Communists, who were sometimes one and the same. This was the McCarthy
era and many of these men ended up blackballed,
unable to work. “We called them ‘on the beach,’”
continued on page 26
Ray says.
“But it was
no worse than
what happened
to the Italians.
During the war,
the Italians —
the ones who
weren’t citizens
— couldn’t go
out after six
o’clock.”
Soon after
Ray took over
the Columbus,
North Beach
began
to
change. There
were the Beats
(“They’d have
those poetry
readings. . . . Ray Rovero’s father at the original Columbus Café, 468 Columbus (now the Wells
Fargo Bank) in 1939.
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Freddy Kuh’s Victorian Kitsch, Déclassé Furniture, Baubles and Gewgaws
By Mary Tolaro Noyes

T

he Old Spaghetti Factory, “ah yes,” each
one responds. What follows the “ah yes”
usually weaves another colorful thread
into the image of the legendary locale that once
haunted 478 Green Street. Freddy Kuh, in his
own words a “bohemian businessman,” splashed
those colors loudly as he created “a cultural and
social center for the last members of San
Francisco’s Bohemian and Beatnik Era.”
The barn like, wood-frame building was originally the Italian-American Paste Company factory
from 1912-1955. Built in 1908, its three original
owners were Baccigalupi, Casaretto & Demartini,
whose names conjure up images of “Little Italy” in
turn-of-the century San Francisco.
A fire gutted it on January 15, 1954 and
Freddy Kuh entered the scene. He renovated
the building and opened the Old Spaghetti
Factory Café & Excelsior Coffee House in 1956
— and allowed the spiritual and social grace of
the place to conduct it into the annals of Beat
Era and North Beach history.
Freddy splashed color loudly in the bleak
and black existential milieu of mid-fifties North
Beach. In 1964 Kaffe Fassett, painter of the Old
Spaghetti Factory murals, captured perfectly the

RAY ROVERO continued from previous page
But while Ray may not have hobnobbed
with the jet set, he was for many years a pillar of
our own community. Even after Ray moved his
family to Marin, the pull of the neighborhood
remained strong for the Roveros.
In 1971, Ray’s son, David, then attending
San Francisco State, knocked on the door of the
apartment house at Filbert and Kearney.
“Do you have anything for rent?” he asked.

bright, exuberant colors that were Freddy and,
in turn, the Old Spaghetti Factory’s spirit.
Proclaimed the “father of funk” by Herb
Caen, Freddy Kuh, the son of a Chicago stockbroker, arrived in San Francisco in 1954, worked
as waiter and bartender at the old Purple Onion
nightclub and rented a small apartment on
Telegraph Hill.
An avid collector, he gradually crammed
the flat with irresistible Victorian stuff. Creating
the Old Spaghetti Factory Café & Excelsior
Coffee House in the cavernous building offered
one solution to the flat’s serious space problem.
In 1977, he described its interior decoration: “It
was the city’s first camp-décor restaurant, but it
wasn’t called camp then. Sometimes I think I
started it as a dumping ground for my compulsive rat-pack collection of Victorian kitsch,
déclassé furniture, baubles and gewgaws.”
I imagine fire engine red, cobalt blue, shining
green and sunny yellow and orange upside-down
wooden chairs hanging from the ceiling . . . at
least one purple-fringed, pink satin lampshade
with gaudy silver beads . . . a tarnished chandelier decorated with pink ballet shoes . . . Togetti
family ‘bordello’ paintings and cheap posters . . .
over-stuffed everything, including moose
The landlady said yes, she just happened to
have a vacancy and she escorted him to the
room where his great-great grandmother had
once lived. The young Rovero snapped it up.
Editor’s Note:You may read the interview from
which this piece was taken, in addition to interviews
of other North Beachers participating in the Oral
History project, at the North Beach Public Library.
It is also possible to check out transcripts from
Audrey Tomaselli, tel. 391-1792.
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Old Spaghetti Factory continued
heads...hulking wooden chests and tables ...lavish
draperies and shawls...colors, textures and glitz.
Then there were the people, no less scintillating than the interior trappings that provided
their stage. One recent afternoon, Alan Wehn
recounted what those early days were like for
him, a handsome young man in his twenties. He
had just returned after living in Paris for two
years and, anxious to recapture the openness
and spirit of that city, he found himself working
part-time at the Old Spaghetti Factory. “Lots of
laughs,” he said, “cruel, sweet, generous. One
could be gay — or whatever — and flaunt it.
Given the times, it was a haven.”
Freddy provided employment for many
locals. Initially, he had planned to create a place
where people could play games and drink a beer
or coffee, read, talk about poetry and philosophy, network with other artists and writers. He
called it the Old Spaghetti Factory because the
building used to be an old spaghetti factory. In
fact, no food was served.
People would come and expect the spaghetti though, so eventually it appeared. The first
two ‘cooks’ were Ruben Medina and Don Curry.
It took forever to eat because they began cooking when someone ordered. Whether or not the
spaghetti was good depended on who made it,
but the hamburgers were great, added Blaine
Ellis, another local. Everyone agreed though,
the price was cheap, regardless of the quality,
and no one went hungry.
The public loved it. What began as a hangout in 1956 for North Beach’s neighborhood
poets and philosophers quickly became a destination. “One guy would serve with his high
heels on — which really caught the attention of
the outsiders,” offered Alan, as he reminisced
about those days.
Famous names connected with the place
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abound: Carol Channing, Shirley MacLaine,
Kay Ballard, the Kingston Trio, Robin Williams,
Allen Ginsberg, Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Jack
Kerouac, Donald Pippin’s Pocket Opera, Arlo
Guthrie, Cruz Luna and the Flamenco.
Legendary neighborhood names like Flo
Allen, timeless Millie, Fred Silver — and the list
goes on and on.
At the end of our visit, Alan and I walked
over to Bocce Restaurant. The entrance is the
same as it was when the Old Spaghetti Factory
& Excelsior Coffee House, the Blue Noodle
Room and the Las Cuevas Room filled the
space. The long, narrow pathway led into the
back and the faux classical statuary, a touch of
whimsical Freddy, still held court along the way.
The fig trees still shaded the patio too. The rest
is gone, except in the recollections and musings
of the people that remain to remind us.
Later, when Jeffery Chinn, also a long-time
local, described his connections to the place, he
created another atmosphere, another shade of
exotic. A Flamenco guitarist, classical guitarist
and Elizabethan lutenist, Mr. Chinn talked about
Los Flamencos de la Bodega in Las Cuevas Room
(where the Persian Restaurant Maykadeh is
today), another aspect of the Old Spaghetti
Factory that evolved, thanks to the enthusiasm
of Richard Whalen — and Freddy’s long absence
in Paris in 1957. When he returned, Flamenco
had become part of the restaurant’s repertoire,
along with names like Ernesto Hernando, David
Jones, Big Maria and Little Maria.
At fourteen years old, Jeffery would hang out
with his guitar, listen and learn. Then he became
a musician with the group, beginning in 1963.
The doors to the Las Cuevas Room would open
at 9 o’clock in the evening. Only cash accepted,
naturally. If there was not $100 in the till in an
hour, it would be a bad night. Perhaps 80 people
would sit on benches, along with the moose
concludes on back cover
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Remembering the Compound
By June A. Osterberg

T

he Fifties were a great time to be alive.
Telegraph Hill was the place live, and to
play, in the Fifties. The Hill still held much
of the charm and gaiety that had characterized
the neighborhood for many years. And no spot
held more attraction from fun and joie de vivre
than The Compound.
The Compound was a raffish collection of 12
small apartments on two levels at the corner of
Union Street and Calhoun Terrace.
The top level featured a large open deck,
loosely fenced on the two sides that perched
above the Bay. The tiny studio apartments
ranged along the west and south sides of the
deck. Underneath, opening onto Calhoun, were
slightly bigger spaces and more privacy.
Privacy was in short supply on the top
because of the deck. Everyone’s door opened on
the deck, and one had to keep the door closed if
not feeling sociable. Those times were rare.
Life at The Compound revolved around
whatever was happening on the deck. Breakfast
would be served there. Residents took turns.
Lunch might happen there. Impromptu parties
happened. A lot of red wine was imbibed, and
spaghetti eaten. Compound residents and their
friends didn’t need a special reason for a party.
While casual, spontaneous, and friendly, it
was not quite communal living. It was not the
way of life that developed years later across
town in the Haight-Ashbury. But at The
Compound walls were thin, and people might
wander in and out of others’ doors as a matter of
course.
There were laughter and lively conversation, music and sometimes dancing, and wine

and spirits. High spirits, too.
In my mind’s eye, it was always sunny at
The Compound. If it was daytime. It it was
nighttime, it was romantic. The bay and the
piers along the Embarcadero sparkled in the
urban darkness.
Blame it on my youth.
We still had a port in those years, and the
sounds of tugboats and the Belt Line railroad
and ship’s bells and stevedores drifted up from
the docks.
Almost all of Telegraph Hill had a smalltown feel in those years, carried over from prewar friendliness. It was before real estate speculation and gentrification. People with very little
money could live on The Hill, and there was a
diversity of ethnicity and place of origin as well
as income, amongst members of the community.
Leon and Irene Wiatrak and their family
operated Speedy’s, up the hill a mere half-block.
It was already the “heart” of the neighborhood.
(See the Spring 2001 issue of The Semaphore.)
The Wiatraks had bought the grocery
store/communications center from the Spediacci
family, who had operated it for 35 years and had
inspired the nickname Speedy’s. Peter Spediacci
stayed on to be an important part of the Wiatrak
operation.
Leon and Irene had come to San Francisco
from Chicago, where Leon had learned to make
a delicious sausage, offered in bulk and sold by
the pound. Sliced or formed into patties and
cooked in the skillet, it was the centerpiece of a
sensational breakfast. But one had to get there
early, or find it sold out.
The 39 Muni bus was driven by the affable
and popular Ernie Thompson, who was not a
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typical, major-route driver. He would stop in the
middle of a block to pick up a passenger, would
deliver a package, was a Good Samaritan in the
event of a crisis on his route, and was a friend to
all as he made his 23 daily trips up and down
The Hill. One former resident remembers borrowing $10 from Ernie.
Ian and Dagmar Hoeffler were the owners
of the compound.
In January 1961 Ian Hoeffler did not endear
himself to the Telegraph Hill Dwellers, which
had been organized only some five years before,
when he announced that he favored ending the
40-foot height limit that the Dwellers had
fought so hard to obtain. Hoeffler was chairman
of the group called the Telegraph Hill Property
Owners Council.
Dennis Flynn, then president of the
Dwellers, thought the threat sufficient enough
that he was motivated to write to THD members and to the Board of Supervisors, and the

In this 1940 picture of the southern side of Union,
The Compound is the second building from the
lower left. Photo courtesy of Vera Ransom.
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fight to save the 40-foot limit was successful.
It was at about this time that the Hoefflers
sold The Compound and announced that the
85-year-old structure would be demolished. It
would be replaced by a four-story “luxury”
apartment house—one of the earliest in that
southeast part of The Hill.
The trend toward destroying the picturesque cottages of Telegraph Hill’s Bohemian
past and putting up unremarkable buildings to
maximize profit accelerated in the Sixties and
Seventies, and is still going on.
Harold Gilliam was writing early warnings
about preservation and environmental concerns
in graceful and eloquent language in those years.
These beautiful paragraphs were part of his own
“Farewell to the City’s Polyglot Hill” in the San
Francisco Examiner July 31, 1960.
“Now the time has come for us to leave the
hill. We feel fortunate to have lived here in this
era, for the hill as we have known it will soon
pass into history. Before many years the last of
the century-old cottages among rambling gardens will be replaced by modern apartment houses. With rising rents, the hill’s diverse peoples
will move to less expensive areas and be supplanted by a homogeneous high-income group.
“Even the view—as much of it as may continue to be visible between tall buildings—will
change drastically. . .”
Semaphore readers may learn much more
about The Compound in David Myrick’s excellent book, San Francisco’s Telegraph Hill, which
has been updated and is being reprinted by the
Telegraph Hill Dwellers.
Editor’s Note: To order the Myrick book,
please see page 23.
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Consider Serving on the THD
Parking & Transportation Committee

THD Welcomes
New Members
New THD Members, February 2001 to April 2001
Julie Schure & Michael Hansen, Jill Wolcott, Sara
Zumwalt, Charlote Peradotto, Mark Bittner & Judy
Irving, Joseph Pacora, Mark & Tonya Miller, Luce
Sandoval, Steven Gayle & Mary Cabibi, Laura
Harrison, Leilani Chun, Richard & Laura Pimentel,
Rebecca Rogers, David McLeen & R. L. Fletcher,
Harvey & Tsipa Peskin, Philip & De Ann Spalding,
and Margaret & Alvin Montgomery

For a Voice in Your
Neighborhood Join
Telegraph Hill Dwellers.

NEW

MEMBER

“Impossible” parking! Traffic congestion! Pedestrian
safety! These are all issues in North Beach worthy of an
exclamation point. And for residents, these issues are a
daily, not-so-positive part of living in our neighborhood.
What to do? How can we make it better? Is there any
hope? And what about that 6-way corner at Stockton,
Green, and Columbus? Is it an accident waiting to happen?
And what about all of the double parking? And cars parked
on the sidewalk?
You can contribute. You can help make life better in
our neighborhood, and perhaps directly help yourself in
the process.
Attend the meetings and participate in the discussions and activities of the THD Parking & Transportation
Committee. It meets on the second Saturday of each
month at 11:00 AM for about an hour and a half.If you are
interested, please call committee chairman Bill Seelinger
at 415-392-8450 or email him at billseel@aol.com.

INFORMATION

Sign Up or Sign a Friend Up as a member of Telegraph Hill Dwellers.
Complete and mail to THD, PO Box 330159, SF, CA 94133

NAME:
ADDRESS:
CITY:
STATE:
PHONE

ZIP:
EMAIL:

CHECK ENCLOSED FOR 1-YEAR MEMBERSHIP
Individual $25 ____ Household $40 ____ Senior (age 65 and over) $15 ____
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THD COMMITTEES NEED YOU
You can make a difference! Join one of THD's committees, meet and work with your fellow
Hill Dwellers to improve life on the Hill.
STANDING COMMITTEES
Parking and Transportation.
Chair, Bill Seelinger, 392-8450.
Promotes efforts to ease congestion, optimize white zones,
upgrade public transportation.
Works with Department of
Parking and Traffic.
Planning and Zoning. Chair
Nancy Shanahan, 986-7094.
Monitors and reviews proposed
development projects for consistency with applicable City ordinances. Works with Planning
Department staff and represents
THD before the Landmarks
Board, Planning Commission,
Zoning Administrator and other
regulating bodies to protect historic resources and maintain
neighborhood character. Assists
members to learn more about
and participate in planning and
zoning issues.
Semaphore. Editor Cheryl
Bentley, 392-4081. The editor
and staff produce a quarterly
magazine for THD members.
Program. Chair Suzanne
Nelson, 986-6210. Arranges
social events, including quarterly
membership meetings and getacquainted social functions.
Budget. Maya Armour, 9861474. As prescribed in bylaws for
Treasurer.

Membership. Chair Tom Noyes,
981-8520. As prescribed in
bylaws for Financial Secretary.

THD Web Page. Webmaster
Peter Overmire, 989-3945.
Shared information about meetings, local concerns and events.

SPECIAL COMMITTEES
AND PROJECTS

LIAISONS WITH OTHER
ORGANIZATIONS

Parks and Trees. Chair Julie
Christensen, 552-7774. email
julie@surfaces.com. Information
and projects concerning local
parks, green spaces and street
trees.

Coalition for San Francisco
Neighborhoods. Representative
Gerry Crowley, 781-4201. Citywide organization interacts with
other neighborhoods to discuss
common problems.

Neighborhood Beautification
Jan Holloway, 398-2055. Creates
opportunities to improve, beautify, and preserve the Hill.
Through its awards program,
recognizes individuals and businesses who enhance our neighborhood. Facilitates cleanup,
gardening and graffiti removal.

N.E.R.T. June Fraps, 392-1187.
Energizes members to take emergency disaster response training
program sponsored by the City.

Oral History Project Chair Art
Peterson. 956-7817. Taped interviews provide historical documentation of living and working
in the neighborhood.

That's Us! Pete Overmire (9893945), a longtime THDer and former officer has set up this site for
Telegraph Hill Dwellers. Access it to
see the sensational look he has created, impressive to local and international browsers alike. Lend him
photographs and graphics relevant
to the Hill that he can scan in. Call
or e-mail information about upcoming meetings in the neighborhood
and at City agencies, and ideas and
concerns you want the rest of us to
know about between Semaphores.

Pioneer Park Improvement
Project. Chair Howard Wong,
982-5055. Work party volunteers
enhance the open space around
Coit Tower, improving accessibility and safety through planning,
landscaping work parties and
fundraising.

WEB SITE =
www.thd.org
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Old Spaghetti Factory continued
heads. The likes of Jerry Brown with Linda
Ronstadt would come by and Pat Paulsen would
try out new material in the Flamenco Room.
Then, variety shows flourished in the ‘60s
and ‘70s in the Blue Noodle Room at the Old
Spaghetti Factory. The Macaroni Show (1962),
which later became Fred Silver’s Beach Blanket
Babylon, and Donald Pippin’s Pocket Opera
(1968) are two still famous offspring.
In 1984, Frederick Walter Kuh, the “father of

funk” — and author of innumerable other efforts
in the North Beach community — closed the
Old Spaghetti Factory and retired to St. Helena.
He died at the age of 70 on November 6, 1997.
Unlike his “whimsical parody of Victorian” proclaimed in the Old Spaghetti Factory, he was not
a parody of anything. He was exuberant color in
a black and white world.
Editor’s Note: You my purchase a video on the
Spaghetti Factory (drawing raves from THDers
during a showing last year) for $20. Please contact
Susan Weisberg, tel. 986-1209.

TELEGRAPH HILL DWELLERS
P. O. BOX 330159
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94133

THD CALENDAR
2nd Saturday Stair & Garden Work Parties, July 14, August
11, September 15, October 13th. Meet at Pioneer Park. For
more information call 552-7774.
July
September
23rd—General Membership
Meeting
28th through Aug. 5th—North
Beach Jazz Festival

August
30th—Cocktail Party, Art
Institute

6th—All SF Symphony Night
30th—Picnic at Coit Tower

October
New Members Cocktail Party
7th—Italian Heritage Parade &
Festival
*Dates and locations of Social Events
are subject to change.

Schedules of Committee Meetings
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PLANNING & ZONING: First Thursdays. Call for time and
location. 986-7070.
PARKING & TRANSPORTATION: 2nd Saturdays at 11 AM at
Little City Restaurant, Union and Powell Streets.

For more information, log on to
http://www.thd.org

