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PARTNERS:
Coastal Mountains Land Trust and Maine Coast Heritage Trust
TOTAL FUNDS TO BE RAISED: $ 4,200,000
ACREAGE TO BE PERMANENTLY PROTECTED: 1,405 acres
TRAILS CREATED AND PROTECTED FOR PUBLIC USE:
Nine mile Round the Mountain Trail, plus permanently securing 10 miles of existing trail, including a
significant Ragged Mountain section of the Georges Highland Path.
TIMELINE:
1. Mirror Lake Conservation Easement (855 acres) purchase closing scheduled for Dec. 31, 2017.
2. Round the Mountain Trail Construction to begin spring 2018.
3. Grassy Pond Conservation Easement (550 acres) purchase closing scheduled for Dec. 31, 2019.
4. Round the Mountain Trail Construction complete by fall of 2020.
Coastal Mountains Land Trust has conserved 10,000 acres in the western Penobscot Bay region, with
a special focus since 2003 on protecting Bald and Ragged Mountains. These mountains constitute an
area of statewide ecological significance and are a popular recreation destination for those who
cherish this landscape. For more information, please visit www.coastalmountains.org.
Maine Coast Heritage Trust is a statewide land conservation organization dedicated to protecting
land that is essential to the character of Maine, its coastline and islands in particular. Since 1970,
more than 144,000 acres and 300 entire coastal islands have been permanently protected. For more
information, contact Rich Knox, Director of Communications at 207-607-4581, or visit www.mcht.org.

TESTIMONIALS:
What is the opportunity?
Coastal Mountains Land Trust has negotiated to purchase two conservation easements on 1,405 acres
surrounding Mirror Lake and much of Grassy Pond from the landowner, Maine Water Company.
Through generous lead gift pledges, the seller has committed to sell Grassy Pond at half of its
appraised value and will provide $200,000 toward construction of the Round the Mountain Trail at
the conclusion of the first easement purchase.
"Rockport's 2004 Comprehensive Plan put special emphasis on the need to preserve and protect Grassy Pond's and
Mirror Lake's watershed. The Maine Water Company and Coastal Mountains Land Trust are doing the local citizens
a great service by securing the future of such an important asset for the Town and the region."
–Charlton Ames, Chairman of the Rockport Comprehensive Plan Committee

Why is this important?
This land will remain open and wild with public access in perpetuity. Conservation easements are
permanent restrictions upheld by state and federal laws. They restrict development while keeping
land in private ownership and on the property tax rolls. Coastal Mountains Land Trust will hold the
easements on the Mirror Lake and Grassy Pond properties and will monitor and enforce the
easements forever – no matter who owns the land.
“Partnering with the Land Trust to forever protect this land not only ensures the natural habitat and beauty will
always be available for the communities to enjoy, but also provides long term protection of the watershed around the
area’s drinking water resources. It is a win-win-win for the communities, the land, and the water.”
–Judy Wallingford, President, Maine Water Company

What is the threat?
Advances in water treatment and filtration systems mean the quality of drinking water no longer
depends on the natural filtration offered by the surrounding land. If sold for development, this
extensive acreage could be developed for commercial and residential use, eliminating recreational
possibilities. We are grateful to the leadership, shareholders, and bondholders of Maine Water
Company and the Maine Public Utilities Commission for their vision and willingness to work with us
to protect the natural and recreational resources of these magnificent properties.

“The Ragged Mountain project will have a solid impact on the local economy, bringing in visitors and providing
recreational opportunities for locals. Great public spaces offer an excellent quality of life which positively impacts on
attraction and retention of businesses. The desirability of this project cannot be overstated.”
– Thomas Peaco, Executive Director of Penobscot Bay Chamber of Commerce

PROJECT FACT SHEET
ROUND THE MOUNTAIN TRAIL PROJECT
QUICK FACTS

Project Scope: The Round the Mountain Trail is a nine-mile outdoor adventure on one of the two highest mountains being conserved in the
Camden Hills. The trail will serve as an artery for an expanded system of
trails for a range of activities including hiking, mountain biking, snowshoeing, and cross-country skiing. The trail will help convert the Camden Snow Bowl into a true four-season recreational destination.

TRAIL

Purpose: To provide recreational access for a wide range of users on Ragged Mountain through the development of a user-friendly arterial trail
around the mountain that will link into an existing network of trails specific for hiking, mountain biking and skiing at the Camden Snow Bowl
and Ragged Mountain Preserve.

Length: Appx. 9 miles around
the mountain connected to additional Ragged Mountain
Preserve and Snow Bowl trail
systems
Uses: Four seasons: walking,
hiking, trail running, mountain biking, snowshoeing,
groomed and backcountry

Community Benefits:
COMMUNITY WELLNESS: The trail network will offer a range of experiences for a wide range of users wishing to stay in shape and improve
their fitness.
EXPANDED FOUR-SEASON ACCESS: Year-round recreation.
MULTI-SPORT COMPETITION TRAIL: The trail should make a wonderful location for hosting multi-sport outdoor competition such as running and mountain bike races.

Nordic skiing
Width: Variable up to 12 feet
Surface: Earthen

Timing and Costs: The initial 1.5-mile segment
of the trail has been completed. The Land Trust
is currently planning connector trails that will
tie the Round the Mountain Trail to the Georges
Highland Path. Continued construction of the
Round the Mountain Trail is anticipated to
begin again in the spring of 2018. At the closing
of the Mirror Lake conservation easement purchase, the Maine Water Company will donate
$200,000 towards the continued construction of
the Round the Mountain Trail. The estimated
cost for the construction and long-term stewardship of the nine-mile trail is $1,000,000.
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