
Enjoy the Climate Science Alliance quarterly newsletter! Keep up on the latest 

activities of Alliance partners and be the first to know about climate smart 

training and networking events taking place in the south coast ecoregion. 
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  www.climatesciencealliance.org 

A word from our Director 

Vision: “To safeguard the natural and human communities  

of the South Coast Eco-region in the face of a changing climate.” 
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Climate Science Alliance welcomes  

new staff & interns in 2016! 
 

It is a pleasure to announce that the Climate 

Science Alliance has added new staff and interns 

in 2016! Thanks to the support of the California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife we have been 

able to hire four new staff to join the team working 

on Alliance projects and partnerships. Megan 

Jennings, Laura Hampton, Michelle Martinez and 

Niko Kaplanis bring a wealth of experience and 

enthusiasm to our work and have already hit the 

ground running.  

 

In addition, we have launched an internship 

program to support early career professionals to 

develop their skills while filling important roles in 

Alliance projects. We welcome our new interns: 

Khrystyna Sisneros, Ekemini Ikpe, Audrey Carver, 

and Nancy Valdovinos. We are proud to partner 

with Bureau of Indian Affairs to support one of our 

intern positions at UC Riverside to work 

specifically on developing Climate Kids for Tribes.  

 

I hope you will join me in welcoming our new team 

and check out the photos and bios . 

 

Best,  

      

Amber Pairis 
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Hot off the Press! 

We are excited to announce that our partnership with the San Diego Regional Climate 

Collaborative and the Tijuana River National Estuarine Research Reserve has secured 

an extremely competitive National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 

grant for $689,500. The project is one of only six grants awarded out of a pool of 150 

national proposals, and is the first West Coast project to receive funding from the NOAA 

Coastal Resilience Grant Program.-a landmark federal program addressing coastal 

climate hazards. 

 

This funding will allow the Alliance and our partners to assist 7 cities currently working to 

address coastal flooding and sea level rise vulnerabilities by making scientific, legal, and 

economic expertise accessible to city planners and policy makers. Another component 

of the project will focus on increasing Southern California expertise and application of 

using natural coastal habitats to help protect the places where we live, work, and play 

from coastal flooding and extreme storms.  

 

More information 

San Diego Organizations Receive Landmark Federal Funding to 

Help Prepare Local Communities for Coastal Storms & Flooding 
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The California-Nevada Climate Applications Program, a collaboration of 

scientists who work to provide climate information for California and Nevada 

policy makers, now hosts a webpage that shares daily sea level 

measurements for nine stations along the California coastline. This site adds 

to the already expansive bank of information which the group provides on 

climate impacts in our region, offering both recent measurements of sea level 

anomalies as well as long term sea level trends.  

 

 

Check out this link for more information! 
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Members of the Climate Science Alliance 

presented and participated in the 

Southwest Climate Summit in 

Sacramento, CA. in November 2015 

Check out this link for more information! 

L-R: Amber Pairis with 

Climate Science Alliance 

members Kim Roeland, 

Mike Grim, and Dani 

Boudreau 

Expert’s Corner 
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Climate Kids - Mexico and 

Climate Kids - San Diego 

will be pairing up for two 

special bi-national field trips 

to the Living Coast Discovery 

Center in April and the 

Cabrillo National Monument 

in May.  Climate Kids-Mexico 

was launched in fall 2015 in 

Tijuana, and is now working 

with over 600 middle and 

high school students in Baja 

California to teach the 

importance of conservation 

and climate smart education. 

Through these field trips the 

Climate Kids project will bring 

students from both sides of 

the border together, inspiring 

children to be ambassadors 

for global change and natural 

resource conservation! 

Vision: “To safeguard the natural and human communities  

of the South Coast Eco-region in the face of a changing climate.” 

 www.climatesciencealliance.org 

Climate Science Alliance - South Coast - News and Events 

On January 16, 2016 Climate Kids participated in 

Underwater Parks Day at LEGOLAND’s SEA 

LIFE Aquarium. Over 3,000 visitors passed 

through our Climate Kids exhibit which featured 

Nos de Chita-a traditional Brazilian dance group 

and a Climate Kids art activity. In the art activity, 

each child chose one thing they could do to help 

the earth and the ocean.  The kids were then able 

to display their artwork on the wall with hundreds 

of others, portraying an inspiring  community of 

ideas and conservation actions!  
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Climate Kids at Under Water Parks Day 

The Climate Science Alliance is proud to partner with the Pala Band 

of Mission Indians and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to expand the 

Climate Kids project to Tribal Nations in southern California. We are 

currently working collaboratively to develop educational tools and 

resources for Native American youth in the southern California 

region. Ekemini Ikpe and Nancy Valdovinos are working as our 

interns for Climate Kids for Tribes. 

*Coming Soon* Climate Kids Tribes 

Bi-National Events 
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Climate Session at Wildlife Society Conference 

Vision: “To safeguard the natural and human communities  

of the South Coast Eco-region in the face of a changing climate.” 
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At this years’ TWS conference. 

the Climate Science Alliance 

hosted a session on designing 

and implementing climate 

adaptation strategies. The 

session highlighted the work of 

our partners, including a project 

to augment salt marsh habitat 

with sediment to improve 

habitat quality and resilience in 

the face of sea level rise, 

climate smart conservation 

planning in action, and climate 

change and habitat connectivity 

research in southern California. 

Read the abstracts! 

L-R: Kirk Gilligan, Kim Roeland, Megan 
Jennings, Dani Boudreau, & Amber 
Pairis 

Have something to contribute? Learn more   

*New* Interactive Story Map 
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What is the Climate Science Alliance?  
 

The Climate Science Alliance- South Coast. of organizations 

and agencies focused on sharing ecosystem-based resiliency 

approaches to safeguard our communities and natural resources 

from climate change risks. Partners come together to share 

scientific information and other resources to achieve on the 

ground results to meet the challenges of a rapidly changing 

climate.  

Climate Science Alliance - South Coast - News and Events 

Vision: “To safeguard the natural and human communities  

of the South Coast Eco-region in the face of a changing climate.” 
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Upcoming Events  
Climate Change and Citizen Science: How do they Connect Children to 

Nature? 

San Diego Science Alliance Talk, 4 - 6 pm 

 

CA Association of Museums Annual Conference: 

CSA Hosted Session: Climate Change. What do they want US to do about 

It? Designing and Implementing Adaptation Strategies 

 

1st Annual Climate Science Alliance Forum and Networking Event 

Cabrillo Natl. Monument, 4-6 pm 

 

Northeast Climate Change Preparedness Conference  

Baltimore, MD. CSA partnership and Climate Kids youth engagement efforts 

 

Intertribal Earth Day Event 

La Jolla, CA 

 

Earth Day 

Santa Rosa Band of Cahuilla Indians 

 

Cabrillo National Monument 

Bioblitz and Biodiversity Festival 

 

Tribal Climate Adaptation Workshops 

Partnering with ITEP and the Pala Band of Mission Indians to support climate 

adaptation training 

 

CA Adaptation Forum 

2nd CA Adaptation Forum, Long Beach, CA 

 

National Adaptation Forum 

Annual Meeting 2017, St. Paul, MN 

March 2, 2016 

 

 

 

March 4, 2016 

 

 

 

March 10, 2016 

 

 

April 4-6, 2016  

 

 

April 9, 2016 

 

 

May 7, 2016 

 

 

May 21-22, 2016 

 

 
June 9-11 , 2016 
 

 

 
September 7-8, 2016  
 

 
May 9-11 2017  
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