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GLORIFY GOD. GROW. GO!    

He is not here. 

He is risen, 
just as he said.
Come and see the place where he lay.

MATTHEW 28:6



INTERIM MODERATOR:

Reverend John Coutts

Dear friends, I have been asked to write
something about myself and about the
Church so here goes:

Born 1947, born again in 1965 after a
dramatic encounter with evil and a brief
search for good that ended in finding
Jesus, I trained as a psychopaedic nurse
at the then Royal New Zealand Foundation
for the Blind. Married in 1970, Maureen
and I have four children and seven
grandchildren, with an eighth on the way!
1972 saw us buy a farm west of Kaikohe
where we milked dairy goats and bred
beef and sheep. 

In 1980 we were called to ministry so the
farm was sold, and the exciting adventure
began. Since then, we have lived and
worked from Papakura to Wyndham, 
in Ghana, West Africa to Glasgow,
Scotland. I have lectured in bible colleges,
worked in refugee camps, pubs and
prisons, have ministered to royalty,
politicians, drug addicts, alcoholics and 

the spiritually bound. I have been on the
wrong end of an AK47, and have met some
amazing members of the Body of Christ. 

It has been a tremendous privilege, and
still is, as together we look to what God 
has in store for St. Andrew’s, Geraldine.
There is the issue of finding a new
Minister, and that is a work in progress.
(Do you pray for that process regularly 
or leave it up to others?) There is also the
issue of spiritual growth of this part of the
Body of Christ. (Are you getting yourself 
all prettied-up like a bride does, and, even
more importantly, do you talk with the
groom regularly?) My job is to ensure that
the bride is getting prepared and that she
is growing by reaching out to possible 
new members.

To repeat myself: Are you talking to 
Jesus regularly and expecting him to
answer? Are you letting others know 
that he wants them to be a part of his
lovely bride? 

JOHN COUTTS

The end of last year saw us farewell Ian Hyslop and begin the process of looking for a 
new minister for St Andrew’s church. While waiting for that position to be filled, we have been
blessed with having Reverend John Coutts of Ashburton take on the role of Interim Moderator.
It is a pleasure to have John share a little bit about himself in this edition.

‘Let us rejoice and exult
and give him the glory,
for the marriage of the

Lamb has come, and his
Bride has made herself

ready; it was granted her
to clothe herself with fine
linen, bright and pure’ -

for the fine linen is the
righteous deeds of the

saints. And the angel said
to me,‘Write this: Blessed
are those who are invited

to the marriage supper 
of the Lamb.’ And he said

to me, ‘These are the 
true words of God.’ 

REVELATION 19:7-9
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WHAT IS AN INTERIM MODERATOR?

A time of ministerial vacancy is 
a significant stage in the life of a
congregation. It can produce feelings
of loss, at the departure of the
previous minister, and of uncertainty
as to the future. It can also be a time
of excitement and anticipation as the
congregation looks to the mission and
ministry to which God is calling them,
now, and in the days ahead. During 
this time, a minister is appointed by
Presbytery to ensure that Ministry of
Word and Sacrament is still available 
to a congregation during a vacancy.



D-TEAMS Youth Group
There have been some fun times recently
at D-Teams youth group. We’ve had guest
speakers, guest leaders, exciting nights,
food and lots more. As you may know, 
we have had 18 of our youth make a
commitment to Christ! We’re all rejoicing
and praising God with joy and humility.
These are exciting times for us at D-Teams
and we look forward to what God has in
store for these kids and for this ministry.

WE WOULD LOVE YOUR HELP! 
We have a limited number of leaders
available at the moment, and these kids
need to be discipled. If you are interested
in potentially mentoring one, or maybe
even a small group of youth, please let us
know. There are no heavy expectations; 
all we ask is for someone to meet up with
these kids, maybe once a month, and
spend time with them, give them advice
and instruction, share your wisdom, listen
with them, talk with them, and walk
alongside them in this new relationship. 
Please get in contact with me if you think
you can help.

If discipleship isn’t for you, then maybe
providing supper is? Each Wednesday we
have our youth nights, and our youth LOVE
food! So if you’re interested in supplying

D-Teams with supper (for about 40
teenagers) once-a-term (or more), please
talk to us. We’d be very appreciative, and 
I know our youth will, too.

If food isn't your forte, but you are
passionate about sharing with a big group
of youth, then maybe you could be a guest
speaker? As a mother and a wife, it takes
a huge load off when I don’t have to
prepare a message every week - that
and we LOVE having guests at D-Teams!

If none of this is your cup of tea then 
we’d very much appreciate your prayers.
St Andrew’s Youth Ministry survives on
prayer, and on the hand of God, so please
pray for us! Pray for our leaders, our guest
speakers, our guest leaders, our new
babies in Christ, our lost souls, our
fellowship times, our relationships with
each other, our operations, our programs,
our planning, our everything. Please pray
for every aspect of this ministry.

We thank you, St Andrew’s Church for 
the love and support you have shown us.
We truly appreciate you. All praise and
glory to God!

MAIA RAE, YOUTH LEADER: PHONE 021 434 542
FACEBOOK: D-TEAMS YOUTH GROUP

Fusion Youth
Easter Camp
Fusion Youth Easter Camp (FYEC) 
is a five day, slightly crazy time of
connection, fun, and praise and
worship. Our vision is clear and
Christ-centered: this year’s camp we
want to focus on relationship-building
between young adults around the
district, encouraging them to come to
know Christ, and to walk on a journey
with them into a deeper relationship
with him. As leaders we commit
ourselves to be instruments 
of God as we create opportunities for
these young people to do this, and we
trust the Holy Spirit to move and work
inside the hearts of all those who
attend. We’d love to have any local
young adults join us! (FYEC is for 
ages 13-18.)

On this journey we not only want to
offer a life changing opportunity to
these teenagers, but to have huge fun
along the way - this includes paint-
balling, running the gauntlet,
inflatable rock-climbing, swimming,
hiking, messy games, and tons more! 
There will be our annual Formal
Dinner and, of course, FYEC’s GOT
TALENT! We are super-excited to 
hear and see the gifts God has given
these young people.

We also have a guest band flying
down from The Gate Church in
Auckland - they will be leading us 
in some pretty awesome praise and
worship! This band attended FYEC last
year, too. We all had such an
awesome time that we just had to
invite them back. This year our guest
speaker will be Vernon Horn, who is
also from The Gate.

If you’d like to support our vision in
this ministry we have ‘Food Donations’
and ‘Set Up & Pack Down’ clipboards
at the Info Desk. If you can donate
food or offer financial assistance (we
have a number of youth attending who
are in need of this) please contact us. 

We would also greatly appreciate
prayers for this camp that God will
reveal himself all throughout the
Easter weekend. MAIA RAE
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EPIC services
fun for all

EPIC (Experiencing Power In Christ)
Services are the first Sunday of every

month at the 9.30am Contemporary
service. The purpose of the EPIC

service is to bring the church together
in unity. Initially its sole purpose was

to be mindfully inclusive of children
within in the church family, instead of
sending them ‘out’, they are welcome
to stay and are included. This helps to

form bonds with other church
members. They are helping to serve in

the church, and can see God’s power
transforming our lives as we ‘do life

together’. It makes church relevant to
them now, and hopefully in future
years, too. How fantastic that our

church is regularly embracing a
variety of ways to worship God and

fellowship together. It can be a richer
experience of God for everyone

involved when our focus is on him. 

Every Sunday a dedicated team of teachers take time to lead our kids 
in bible stories, activities and prayer as part of our mission in the

Contemporary Service at St Andrews church. Children & Families 
Coordinator, Susan D’Ath explains a little more about Sunday Kidz.

Sunday Kidz 2016

What an awesome 
bunch of kids we

have at St Andrews!
If you don’t know any

of them, I sincerely
suggest you introduce

yourself and get to know one
or two of them. You can always ask

them what they learnt at Sunday Kidz! 
This also (sometimes) helps reinforce
what they have learnt. 

This term we are focusing on the verse
from 2 Timothy 1:7, ‘God’s Spirit fills us 
with power, love and self-control.’ 
In Term 2 we will be focusing on learning
the books of the Bible.

We have also been trying to encourage
these kids to be courteous members of our
church family - that means no biscuit-
hogging or running around in the church
or foyer! Parents please help remind them
of this too. It is always good to be gentle,
kind and patient (i.e. use our manners),
and to be considerate of others at any age. 

The ‘butterfly bag’ we use at St Andrew’s
during the offering is for children’s
giving/tithing and is a great way of getting
them used to this concept. The money
goes to UNICEF, the New Zealand Bible
Society Bibles for China project and
KidsCan. You may be like our family and
scramble to find coins for the kids to put in
the offering some weeks, or you may tithe
by automatic payment, so your children
may have no idea about it. Make it a
discussion point at the table sometime 
so that your kids are aware, or help them
come up with a plan as to how to give. 
It is all good intentional teaching - you are
the best teachers of faith to your children!

I will be contacting families and getting
some of you onto a Sunday Kidz parent
help roster to assist the teachers, mainly
with the older kids (ages 5-10). Your help
will be essential with keeping behaviour 
in check and assisting with the hand-out
sheets, craft work or clean up as we are 
a teacher short. As you see how things go,
you may even consider going on the once-
a-month teaching roster (material is
supplied if you want to use it).

A reminder, too, that our church library
resources are there to be utilised by
anyone. Help yourself. There is a clipboard
where you can write the title and date
when you borrow it, and tick off when it is
returned. Pretty simple really. Many family
specific resources have been added, but
there are lots of devotional books for
different ages and stages, and a variety of
DVDs that could be for home-viewing, or
cell groups. One watched recently by the
Friday morning group is the ‘War Room’.

Easter is nearly here - a significant date in
the Christian calendar. Why not check the
service dates and times and invite some
families, friends, neighbours or work
mates along. It could be an easy way of
connecting with others. Kids can get on it,
too, by making invites or helping deliver
hot cross buns (as a family, or as part of
the church outreach opportunity). Happy
Easter everyone!

SUSAN D’ATH, CHILDREN & FAMILIES COORDINATOR
027 318 1657 | 693 9905 susan@standrewsgld.org.nz

PS Learn more about what we learn on our
Facebook page: Sunday Kidz at St Andrew’s.
Other family resources get posted there, too,
including some on Lent up there at the moment.



Last year, our minister Ian Hyslop
approached me to do some paintings in
the church during the week before Easter.
After some thought and discussion, we
decided on paintings that would represent
the words Jesus spoke from the cross.
Each day was devoted to a different
painting. The people who visited the
church to see the displays seemed very
interested in what I was doing - it was
lovely to be able to chat to the folk who
stopped to watch the progress of the
paintings. 

The final work. ‘Peace be with you’, was 
a large painting of the Risen Christ that 
I based on a huge stained glass window in
the Catholic Church of the Resurrection in
Bryanston, South Africa. The priest there,
Father Keith Gordon-Davis, kindly gave me

permission to copy the window. 
That painting now lives in Wanaka and 
is hanging in Ian’s study. The other six
paintings were also sold with the proceeds
going to St Andrew’s missions department.

This year I plan to do something similar -
charcoal and acrylic drawings depicting
the ‘I am’ statements of Jesus that we find
in the Gospel of John, with the last one 
for Easter Sunday, being, ‘I am the
resurrection and the life...’ BETH HEATLIE

Last year, Local Artist, Beth Heatlie spent the week of Easter painting seven images (pictured)
in St Andrew’s Church. This year she is at it again with the ‘I am’ statements of Christ.

RECOGNISING EASTER IN ART 2016:

The ‘I ams’ of Christ
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EASTER EVENTS:

Journey to the cross 
and the empty tomb

PALM SUNDAY SERVICES
SUNDAYS 20 MARCH: 9.30AM; 11AM

On the Sunday before Easter we
celebrate Jesus’ triumphal entry into
Jerusalem. As Jesus journeyed into the
city, the crowd around him ‘spread their
cloaks on the road, while others cut
branches from the trees and spread them
on the road’ (Matthew 21:8). This
demonstrated that the crowd were giving
Jesus the ‘royal treatment’ similar to what
had happened for King Jehu at his
coronation. In the gospel of John we also
read that the crowd cut down branches
from palm trees (John 12:13) and shouted
out ‘Hosanna!’ This event had been
prophesied by Zechariah about 500 years
earlier (Zechariah 9:9). Not only were
there particular details of Jesus riding on
a donkey that hadn’t been ridden on
before, and what the people would cry
out, but it appears that even the particular
day on which this would happen was
predicted. Among all this celebration,
Jesus knew that he was walking towards
the cross - towards pain and suffering
and separation from God his Father -
something unbearable and unthinkable.
And yet he knew this had to happen so
that we could be reunited with God
through the salvation that could only
come from Jesus’ death. He also knew
that beyond this suffering was
resurrection for him and eternal life for all
who would believe. The week leading into
Easter is a time of extreme highs and
lows. Jesus went through every
imaginable emotion. We can reflect on 

all these situations that Jesus went
through and realise that we have a 
God who understands us extremely well. 
Our God does not watch us from a
distance. He created us, he sent his 
Son to live among us, to go through all the
human emotions that we might also face,
die for us and to come back to life to
remind us that after all that we might go
through, if we believe in him we, too, 
will rise again into eternal life. Take time
to read your bible and think about the
thoughts and feelings Jesus would have
had each step to the cross.

TENEBRAE SERVICE 
THURSDAY 24 MARCH: 8PM  
The service of Tenebrae, meaning
‘darkness’ or ‘shadows,’ has been
practised by the church since medieval
times. Once a service for the monastic
community, Tenebrae later became an
important part of the worship of the
common folk during Holy Week. 
We join Christians of many generations
throughout the world as we celebrate 
this service which is a meditation on
Christ’s suffering. Scriptures trace the
story of Christ’s journey to the cross, 

Many of us know that Lent is the 
40 days leading up to Easter. 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday 
(Ash Wednesday gets its name from

the practice of using ashes made
from palm branches from the

previous year’s Palm Sunday in a
ceremony). Lent represents the 40

days that Jesus spent in the
wilderness being tempted by Satan

before he began his ministry. (The 40
days of Lent don’t include the

Sundays between Ash Wednesday
and Easter Sunday, which explains

why there are in fact 46 days
between Ash Wednesday and Easter

Sunday. ) Often people use the
season of Lent as a time of fasting
from a specific food (these days it

could also be no internet time) and
instead spend time focusing on their
relationship with Jesus. Whether or
not you have thought about focusing

on Jesus in this way through the
season Lent, during the week

leading up to Easter, consider what
part of your day you could set aside

to pray, listen to God, and 
read his word.

Season of Lent
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As we make our way towards Easter, there are many events that we know are part of this
important journey but may not have taken time to consider them. Or we find ourselves so busy
that before we know it, we are at Easter Sunday. During the week leading up to Easter, there
are several church services and events that you are welcome to come along to. Each service
reflects on a various aspect of Christ’s journey to the cross and the ultimate victory over sin
and death. Here are some of the services and events that happen in and around St Andrew’s
church over the Easter week as we head towards Easter Sunday..
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and the power of silence and darkness
suggests the drama of this momentous
day. The service begins in candlelight
only. The flames of the candles are
extinguished one by one as scripture is
read to tell the story of Holy Week. 
This gradual descent into gloom is a
representation of Jesus' increasing
sorrow as the events of the Passion
unfolded. After the last verse is read, 
the last candle is put out, and the room 
is plunged into darkness. As lights are
extinguished, we are invited to ponder 
the depth of Christ’s suffering and death;
we remember the cataclysmic nature of
his death and through the return of the
small but persistent flame of the Christ
candle at the conclusion of the service,
we anticipate the joy of ultimate victory. 
The Tenebrae Service is, by its nature, 
a quiet, solemn, meditative time of
contemplation. It is the service of
shadows that gives way to the victorious
Easter Sunday service of victory, which
celebrates Christ’s resurrection from the
dead. At St Andrew’s we also include
Communion in our Tenebrae Service.
If you have not attended a Tenebrae
Service before, I encourage you to join us.

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICE
THE GREATEST DAY IN HISTORY!
SUNDAY 27 MARCH: 10.30AM

This is the most important day in all of
history and one to celebrate together with
the understanding of what the empty
tomb means. The disciples have gone
through all the highs and lows throughout
the week, left in pain, fear and confusion

at the crucifixion of Jesus. Now they
wake up to the news that the tomb his
body was placed in is empty and there
are people seeing Jesus alive, and angels
appearing to tell the good news. They see
the empty tomb, they finally comprehend
what Jesus had explained to them would
happen... and they believe. On the cross,
Jesus paid for all the sins of those who
had lived, those who were living at the
time, and for all of us who were yet to be
born. His resurrection made it clear that if
we believed in who Jesus said he was,
we would also be resurrected to live
again forever with Him. No more tears, 
no more pain, no more suffering,
loneliness, illness, hatred, and no more
separation from God our creator.
Whatever challenges you may be facing
at the present time or may face in the
future, Easter is a time to remind us that
God is in control and has the greatest
plans for us. Now that’s worth getting
together and celebrating! 

Good Friday
Walk of Witness
GOOD FRIDAY, 25 MARCH 
10AM CATHOLIC CHURCH, PEEL ST,
THEN FINISHING AT 
ST ANDREW’S CHURCH

The purpose of the Walk of
Witness is partly made clear in the
name itself - Good Friday gives the
Christians of Geraldine, and
thousands of communities around
the world, a reason to come
together in public to make a
statement for all to see that we
really care about our faith, and are
prepared to stand together as
witnesses to the truth of the
gospel. It is also an opportunity for
Christians to come together to
take a symbolic walk along the
path that Jesus took from
Gethsemane to Calvary hearing
the story told as we go and to
worship and pray together.  
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SINGER/SONGWRITER ROB BERG:

Bringing the gospel 
message through music
Born and raised in Chilliwack B.C.
(Canada) with a wonderful family (father,
mother, and four sisters), Rob has been 
a Christian and involved in music since
his early teens. Though still based in
Chilliwack, since 1987 he has been
ministering full-time, travelling to over 
30 countries to date (including Romania,
Russia, Germany, South Africa, New
Zealand, Cambodia, and Vietnam) to
‘share the living Christ with both 
saint and sinner’.

As a singer/songwriter/missionary
(or musicianary as he calls himself) he 
has ministered in a vast array of settings
and venues, and with almost every
denomination of church there is, as well
as many missions groups.

Singing and preaching, and sharing the
gospel of our Lord Jesus in main centres
and in many cases, off the beaten path,
has taken Rob around the world and
connected him to many people groups,
some of which would not have heard 
the gospel ever really presented.

In a style best described as folk-rock, 
Rob accompanies himself on guitar and
piano, singing his own original songs
inspired by his own life experiences and
adventures with Christ. Rob has won
several awards and received multiple
nominations for the Canadian gospel
music awards.

‘I love what I do,’ says Rob. ‘It is, at the
same time, the most fulfilling, exhilarating,
difficult, frightening, rewarding,
adventurous, gut-wrenching, lonely, 
and meaningful thing I’ve ever done. 
I have decided to pursue meaning, not
happiness, in life, and I am convinced
there is no greater meaning and no higher
cause for one to live and die for, than to
follow Christ and the call of God’.

Rob Berg visits Geraldine on Sunday 17 April
and will share in both music and the Word at
the St Andrew’s morning services followed by
a 7pm concert at St Andrew’s church.

In 1912, a travelling evangelist in
Michigan, George Bennard, was
consistently heckled by several

youth for his faith.  Troubled by the
disregard that was shown towards

the gospel message, Bennard turned
to the Bible for reflection and

encouragement.  He focused on
Christ and the Cross and recognised
that the two were inseparable. From
this point he wrote the first verse of
a hymn, finding the melody coming
easily to him.  Several months later

the remaining three verses were
also completed. He performed his

hymn to a pastor and his wife who
were supporting his ministry, then

on June 7, 1913, accompanied by
guitar he sung his hymn for the first

time at a revival service in a hops
barn that catered as a church

building. We still sing it more than
100 years later at Easter time.

The Old 
Rugged Cross
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EASTER WORDSEARCH
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ST ANDREW’S FOODBANK
St Andrew’s distributes food to needy families in our community, as needs arise. 
You can contribute through purchased food and grocery items, or through you own
produce. Also donations of money and grocery or petrol vouchers are very helpful.
How about an extra effort for Easter to really boost the Food Bank shelves? 
You can drop items into the bin during any St Andrew’s service, or into the church
office. Please contact Jean and Peter 022 0987 694 if you know someone in need of
a food parcel.

WHAT’S HAPPENING @ ST ANDREW’S DURING THE WEEK?
YOUTH GROUP: Meet every Wednesday night 7-9pm term time. (Year 7 and up)

ICONZ: Meet every second Friday night 6.30-8pm term time. (6-10 years)

CRAFT CREATORS: From Easter to Labour Weekend, this group meets every Friday
morning 9.30am-12 noon in St Andrew’s Hall. Open to anyone in the community
interested in learning/sharing crafts. Crèche provided. Gold coin donation. 
Phone Karen Tarbotton 03 303 7397

AEROBICS: 9.30am Tuesday mornings in St Andrew’s foyer. All welcome.

UKULELE GROUP: 7.30pm on Tuesday evenings in St Andrew’s foyer Hugh and Fi
McCafferty, with members of the church and wider community, meet for a strum 
and singalong followed by supper. Don’t know how to play ukulele? There are
instruments to borrow and others will help you learn. Call Hugh 03 693 8237
or email hugh @ukulelegeraldine.co.nz to find out more. (14 years and up)

HOME GROUPS: a number of small groups meet during the week in various 
houses for friendship and bible study. If you would like to join a group, please
phone Meryl Brown 03 693 9833 for details of one to suit you.

ARTHRITIS EXERCISES: 10.30am Thursday morning in St Andrew’s foyer. Gentle
exercises for anyone with arthritis. Please contact Irene Cooper 03 693 9505
for more information

Notices

Rob Berg
IN CONCERT
7pm Sunday 17 April  
St Andrew’s Church

As each has 
received a gift, 

use it to serve one
another, as good

stewards of God's
varied grace.

1 PETER 4:10
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EASTER SERVICES & EVENTS

Palm Sunday

SUNDAY 20 MARCH
9.30AM CONTEMPORARY SERVICE
11AM TRADITIONAL SERVICE

Easter Experience

10AM-4PM MON 21-SAT 26 MARCH 
Beth Heatlie paints the ‘I am’ statements 
from John’s gospel each day.

Tenebrae Service

8PM THURSDAY 24 MARCH 

Walk of Witness

10AM GOOD FRIDAY 25 MARCH 
Starts at the Catholic church, Peel Street. 
Finishes at St Andrew’s church where 
Beth Heatlie’s paintings will be on display.

Easter Sunday
SUNDAY 27 MARCH
10.30AM COMBINED SERVICE

If you have a query or are wanting
to find out about a specific event, 

the following church leaders may 
be able to help you:

CHURCH OFFICE Denise Sewell
OFFICE 693 9503
EMAIL office@standrewsgld.org.nz
HOURS 9am-12noon Tuesday-Friday

INTERIM MODERATOR John Coutts
PHONE  03 308 8705 
EMAIL john.coutts@xtra.co.nz 

YOUTH COORDINATOR Maia Rae 
MOBILE 021 434 542

ELDERS
John Brown - 03 693 9833
David Howell - 03 693 7272
Margaret van Ginkel - 03 693 9410
Esther Sabey - 03 693 8306

MINISTRY LEADERSHIP TEAM

PROPERTY

Ernie Heatlie - 03 693 8018

CHURCH LIFE

Meryl Brown - 03 693 9833

COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Denise Sewell - 03 693 8543

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP

Faye Koelet - 03 693 9655

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP

Jason Shaw - 03 692 2784

MISSIONARY SUPPORT

Marie Lill - 03 693 7667

FINANCE

Graeme Tarbotton - 03 303 7397

YOUTH LEADER

Maia Rae - 021 434 542

CHILDREN & FAMILIES COORDINATOR

Susan D’Ath - 027 318 1657

CONTACTS



GLORIFY GOD. GROW. GO!    www.standrewsgld.org.nz           St Andrew’s Geraldine

TEXT FOR 2016:

So, my dear brothers and sisters, 

be strong and immovable.
Always work enthusiastically for the Lord,

for you know that nothing you do 
for the Lord is ever useless.
1 CORINTHIANS 15:58


