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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Hope each of you take the time to read this
newsletter carefully, it is filled with a lot of
valuable information. SSIPA continues to
grow at a rapid rate and our membership goal
for this first year has already been met in just
9 months.
Now, only the final tournament of this point
season remains, Super Senior World
Pickleball Championships, in Spalding
County, Georgia. Registration is still open
until October 9th, so register today. SSIPA is
going to get a jump on the 2018 points
season by actually having the first
tournament that counts toward the 2018
awards in December 2017. This tournament
is open for registration now on
pickleballtournaments.com and will be in
Scottsdale, AZ.
The Tournament Schedule for 2018 is
growing rapidly and the coordinators are
working diligently on many tournaments in
both the East and the West. The expanded
schedule including new areas and states will
continue to be updated during the remainder
of 2017. Go to our website, SSIPA-PB.ORG,
for more information.
To get a tournament in your area, contact us
at ssipa.pb@gmail.com and a coordinator for
your area will return your email.
Our Webmaster, Dave Allenbaugh, continues to add new items to our web page. Our initial 2018 Tournament
Circuit Schedule is posted with links to registration and tournament flyers. He has also added a Tournament
Gallery with photos from our last three tournaments - Spain, Ruidoso and Denver. Thanks - Dave!
See you in Georgia, October 23-25, 2017 or down the pickleball road.

Ford Roberson
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SSIPA WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS – GRIFFIN, GEORGIA

Registration for the Super
Senior World Championships
closes on Monday, October
9th.
The Super Senior World
Pickleball Championships
are being hosted by Spalding
County Pickleball
Association, located just 35
miles south of Atlanta,
Georgia. This new world
class facility is the perfect
venue (18 courts – 4 covered)
to host a World
Championship Tournament.
Hope to see you there
October 23-25, 2017 for
some southern hospitality.

SSIPA Points Winners will be
announced and Awards
presented.
In addition to medals, we
have additional awards for
event winners – thanks in
advance to Pickleball Rocks
and Paddletek for their
support of the SSIPA
Tournament Circuit and the
World Championships.
Don’t be left out of this
inaugural event –
registration closes on
October 9, 2017

IN THIS ISSUE

SSIPA STAR

SSIPA Stars highlights some of
our members and their
pickleball and life
accomplishments. See this
month’s star, Joe Borrelli, on
page 5.

The Bainbridge Cup

Check out a recap of The
Bainbridge Cup and Spanish
Open, Madrid, Spain on page 8

Over 200 players have
signed up for the SSIPA
World Championships.
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2017 Remaining Tournaments
Oct. 23-25
SSIPA World Championships
Griffin, GA
The first 7 tournaments of the 2018 SSIPA Tournament Circuit schedule are published. Since our
2017 World’s will be complete in October, the first tournament of 2018 will be Dec 1-3, 2017 at
the JW Marriott in Phoenix, AZ. This will start our Tournament Point Award Competition for
2018.
Check out the schedule below and for updates on our web page: www.ssipa-pb.org

2018 Tournament Schedule
DATE

TOURNAMENT

LOCATION

REGISTRATION

Dec 01-03, 2017

JW Marriott/Phoenix Desert Holiday Classic

Phoenix, AZ

open now

Jan 12-14

USAPA South West Regional/SSIPA

Surprise, AZ

open now

Jan 30 - Feb 1st

Sun City SSIPA

Sun City, AZ

TBA

Feb 08-12

SSIPA Sombrero Showdown/Amigos Cup

San Carlos, SON, Mexico

1/1/18

March 12-14

SIPPA: Venture Out

Mesa, AZ

TBA

March 20-22

SSIPA: El Mirage

El Mirage, AZ

1/1/18

May 8-10

Quad States Open

Robson Ranch, Denton TX

2/1/18

Aug 20-22

Billy the Kid Shootout

Ruidoso, NM

5/1/18
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As you may know, we depend on Tournament Directors (TD) throughout the world to run SSIPA
tournaments. Our Guidelines for a SSIPA Tournament are published at www.ssipa-pb.org. We
have also published a Tournament Director Planning Tool to help TD plan and run a successful
event. With that, is a TD Commitment Form, where the Tournament director commits to
implement the procedures and content outlined in the 2018 SSIPA Tournament Guidelines and
Tournament Planning Tools. When all the paperwork is complete we can publish and advertise
the tournament.
On the horizon for 2018:
We are currently working with tournament directors in the East: Delaware, Florida, Maine,
Virginia, Arkansas and Iowa and in the West: Kansas, New Mexico, Texas and Colorado.
International – possibly a July tournament in Kent, England.
Note: SSIPA tournament circuit events may be embedded into any tournament with age groups
under 60+. For all tournament events for players 60+ SSIPA guidelines and procedures must be
followed. This would allow any sanctioned tournament that uses pickleballtournaments.com as
the management system to become a SSIPA Circuit Event if the Tournament Director follows all
the tournaments guidelines outlined at www.ssipa-pb.org (USAPA sanctioning, age groups
divided into skill if entries warrant, etc.).
If you are interested in running a SSIPA Circuit in your area – read the Guidelines and Planning
Tool at www.ssipa-pb.org and then contact one of the coordinators below for more
information:
Ford Roberson, West Tournament Coordinator, ssipa.pb@gmail.com - (325) 280-0044
Vicky Noakes, West Tournament Coordinator, vickynoakes@gmail.com - (405) 206-3909
Winnie L. Montgomery, East Tournament Coordinator, wpoohm@att .net - (713) 253-3608
Alice Tym, East Tournament Coordinator, alicetym2@gmail.com – (773) 318-1410
Note: SSIPA tournament circuit events may be embedded into any tournament with age groups
under 60+. For all tournament events for players 60+ SSIPA guidelines and procedures must be
followed. This would allow any sanctioned tournament that uses pickleballtournaments.com as
the management system to become a SSIPA Circuit Event if the Tournament Director follows all
the tournaments guidelines outlined at www.ssipa-pb.org (USAPA sanctioning, age groups
divided into skill if entries warrant, etc.).

Page | 4

SSIPA Newsletter

October 2017

SSIPA Star – Joe Borrelli

Joe lives in Raleigh, North Carolina and plays pickleball with the 1,000 members of Pickleball in
the Triangle. He won a silver medal in his first tournament at the Atlantic South Regional in
Naples, Florida. Now he is the Regional Director of the new USAPA Mid Atlantic Region which
includes Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, Washington D.C., North
and South Carolina, Kentucky, and Tennessee. His goal is to make it the region with the most
members and the best facilities. Raleigh already has over 100 indoor courts at 26 facilities.
Joe grew up in Endicott, New York and graduated
from Ashland College in 1974 with a B.S. in
Education majoring in physical education. He
worked for IBM for 33 years; it was the largest
private employer where he grew up. The best part of
the job was that it enabled him to travel all over the
United States. His favorite place in the states is
Portland, Oregon because if its healthy lifestyle.
Eventually IBM brought him to Raleigh. Joe and his
wife Lorie are avid golfers so they became founding
members of Briarcreek Golf Club.
"The only books I have ever read are sports-related," Joe said. He ranks THE BILLY MARTIN
STORY as number one followed by THE BRONX ZOO by Sparky Lyle, BALL FOUR by Jim
Bouton, and BEYOND BELIEF, THE JOSH HAMILTON STORY.
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The Carolina Hurricanes are Joe's hockey team. They
won the Stanley Cup in 2006 and Joe went to every
home playoff game. Joe played hockey growing up.
He also played and coached baseball. Ektalon
sponsored him as a racketball coach. He was a topranked racketball player and he feels it was an easy
transition to pickleball. "Racketball is too fast," Joe
said. "I can play pickleball with anybody."

Joe is an expert on craft breweries. He ranks Founders Brewery in Grand Rapids as number one
followed by Russian River in northern California and Wicked Weed in Asheville, North Carolina.
He explained that craft brewery products
have higher alcohol content and more
ingredients. When he plays pickleball
tournaments he checks out the local
breweries.
Joe's hero is his wife, Lorie. "She has done
more than anybody I know," he said. "On our
bucket list is to go to the British Isles for the
British Open golf tournament," he said. " We
had an awesome ten days in Pebble Beach.
Lorie is an excellent golfer."

Joe's parents are both first generation from the
south of Italy. Joe doesn't speak Italian but his son
does. Joe claims he is a sports junkie who has spent
his whole life coaching. He is excited about his role
as Regional Director for the USAPA. He says 98%
of the players are recreational. "The pros are nice
but they are not a driving force for me. I want to
see the emphasis on the new people playing. We
need to realize that pickleball is played in 47 other
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states. We will help Jack Thomas get the East on board. We gotta have one strong governing
body," Joe said.
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The Bainbridge Cup – Madrid Spain

SSIPA Board members with Bainbridge Cup

A big thanks to these SSIPA Founder Members who traveled to Spain to support the growth of
pickleball through the: IFP, USAPA, PPF, SSIPA and the Bainbridge Cup:
Linda Dillon, Lynn Carlson, Paul Hawkes, Rosemarie Pietromonaco, Pat Murphy, Tom Jacobson,
Jane Jacobson, Ford Roberson, Fred Thompson, Char Thompson, Marc Rinehart, Alice Tym, and
Melissa McCurley.
The first day of play was the Bainbridge Cup where 150 European players competed against over
100 North America Players (US and Canada). Each player got to play both men’s or women’s
doubles and mixed doubles – all skill levels participated and most players competed in 6 games
to 15 points. Each match was worth one point and after over 300 matches, team North America
prevailed 201-119 to win the cup.
The Spanish Open was played the next two days with men’s and women’s doubles on Saturday
and mixed doubles on Sunday.
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Players 4.0 and above were given the opportunity to compete in the PPF / Elite divisions – where
many men, women, and mixed teams had to opportunity to complete at a higher level. While
teams enjoyed the camaraderie of playing some good European, US and Spanish teams, they
realized there is another level within and above 5.0 level. Of note, the Spanish couldn’t have
been more gracious hosts for this event.
Congratulations to Mike Hess, IFP President, and his staff for hosting this event. Mike said,
“There were some exciting firsts at this year's event including: 1) the new playing venue "Ciudad
de la Raqueta" who are now on board with the pickleball revolution after witnessing what took
place, 2) the new PPF / Elite Division whose players provided exciting world-class matches for all
to enjoy, and 3) the inauguration of the Bainbridge Cup, pickleball's first intercontinental team
competition. History was made with Team North America taking the Cup home, but retaining
the Cup will not be easy as the level of play continues to improve around the world.”
Additional photos from this SSIPA event can be found under Tournament Gallery at:
www.ssipa-pb.org
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We are growing in size! SSIPA by the Numbers:
Since the last newsletter we have grown from 468 to 530 annual or higher members. Thanks for
your participation and passing the word.
Arizona now has 106 SSIPA members, followed by Texas with 86, Colorado with 52, and
California with 48.
Our Group Facebook page continues to grow as we are approaching over 1030 followers.
Thanks for following and sharing our posts with social media. We are finding that other
pickleball groups are posting tournament information on our page also.

SSIPA and USAPA

USAPA Connection: In 2017, USAPA and SSIPA established a formal affiliation to collectively
grow the sport. As part of this agreement, all SSIPA tournaments are USAPA-sanctioned and
likewise, USAPA will encourage 60+ age groups at all USAPA Regional Tournaments by offering
60+ friendly events where possible.
Super Senior International Pickleball Association (SSIPA) was formed in 2016 to promote
pickleball among the active senior population in the US and internationally. The SSIPA supports
the Super Senior International Pickleball Tournament Circuit allowing players to compete with
other players in their age group, 60-64, 65-69, 70-74, 75-79, and 80+.
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Communications Review:
1.

2.

3.

4.

www.ssipa-pb.org is our official web page and the primary way information is passed
on to members and the pickleball community. Please visit this site and get: Breaking
News, SSIPA Code of Ethics/Bylaws, SSIPA Stars (player profiles), Board member bios,
Membership, Founding Members, Tournament Schedule and links to results, Guidelines
on Hosting a Tournament and SSIPA Point Leaders.
Join our Group Facebook page: you can ask to join (it is a closed group) by searching for
Super Senior International Pickleball Association – we currently have over 942
followers.
Accepting this email from MailChimp will ensure that you are kept on this mail list.
email. We will occasionally send emails to update you on topics of interest and SSIPA
Board matters.
Please contact us directly if you have questions and suggestions:
SSIPA.PB@gmail.com and membership questions at:
SSIPA.Membership@gmail.com

Membership Number: Will I need my SSIPA Membership Number? When you join we will send
you your SSIPA membership number. You should not need it in the future as each Tournament
Director will receive a list of all current SSIPA Members that are playing in their tournament.
There is no membership card. If you have a problem, contact: SSIPA.Membership@gmail.com

SAFETY in all our tournaments and play is paramount. Super Senior players can be more prone
to minor injuries – stretching before play, adequate hydration, and proper conditioning should
be a goal for everyone. Eye protection, while not required, is strongly recommended. The
potential for eye injury is high and can easily be protected/minimized by always wearing glasses,
sunglasses or goggles - both indoor and outdoor.
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