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SSIPA WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS – GRIFFIN, GEORGIA

Over 180 players gathered in
Griffin, GA for The Super
Senior World Pickleball
Championships. We were
hosted by Spalding County
Pickleball Association, at a
world class facility that left
most attendees saying
“wow”.
Spaulding County Pickleball
Association and the local
government just plain got it
right. What an outstanding
venue to host the first SSIPA
World Championships.
Special thanks to Peter
Phelps and all the
tremendous volunteers that
made this happen.

The event started with some
cold, rainy conditions, but
with help from volunteers
and players, the courts were
dried and the daily events
were completed as
scheduled.

IN THIS ISSUE

SSIPA Stars highlights some of
our members and their
pickleball and life
accomplishments. See our
latest stars, Barbara Winthrop
and Marshal Pura, on page 13.
As of Nov 9th, 2017 we have 27
SSIPA tournaments scheduled
for 2018 with more to come!
See page 12 for more details

In addition to the
tournament winners, 2017
SSIPA point leader
competition wrapped up and
Page 9 – Internet Shows and
awards were presented to
Interviews
those in attendance.
See page 3 for more details
and pictures.

Page 18 – 2017 Outstanding
Achievement Award
Page 19 – Sponsor
Appreciation Awards –
Pickleball Rocks and Paddletek
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To all our SSIPA veterans, thank you
for your sacrifices and service to our
country.
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SSIPA World Championships
Thanks to everyone who attended and supported the inaugural world championships.
We had great photographers that have shared their pictures with you. Here is a sample, and you
can view them all at: https://www.flickr.com/photos/wdw0528/sets/72157688405876764
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2017 Tournament Circuit Point Award Winners
SSIPA announces the Tournament Circuit Point Award Winners for the 2017 season.
See our web page (www.ssipa-PB.org) and below.
The top 5 winners for men and women in each 5 year age divisions were awarded Gold
Paddletek Bantam EX-L paddles in recognition of their achievements. Some awards presented
at Worlds and others at USAPA Nationals. The others will be mailed. Congrats to all who
participated.
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Online Interviews and Updates!
This week on The Pickleball Show:
If you're over 60, the Super Senior International Pickleball Association is for you! SSIPA Founder
Ford Roberson joins Chris, along with Melissa McCurley, to discuss the senior tournament scene
and more.

CLICK HERE TO LISTEN!

The Seniors at USAPA Nationals this week were on fire!
There was some tough competition and high energy play
from the 60+ category during the 2017 USAPA Nationals
Pickleball Tournament in Casa Grande, AZ. Check out
this fun video showcasing these super seniors including
slow motion footage and points played out completely
uncut as they battle it out.
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2018 Tournament Schedule
SSIPA is excited to announce the growing calendar of tournaments for 2018. To date we have 27
tournaments scheduled throughout the country. Take note that ALL USAPA regionals will now
have a SSIPA tournament included.

Check our web site frequently as more tournaments will be added
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As you may know, we depend on Tournament Directors (TD) throughout the world to run SSIPA
tournaments. Our Guidelines for a SSIPA Tournament are published at www.ssipa-pb.org. We
have also published a Tournament Director Planning Tool to help TD plan and run a successful
event. With that, is a TD Commitment Form, where the Tournament director commits to
implement the procedures and content outlined in the 2018 SSIPA Tournament Guidelines and
Tournament Planning Tools. When all the paperwork is complete we can publish and advertise
the tournament.
Note: SSIPA tournament circuit events may be embedded into any tournament with age groups
under 60+. For all tournament events for players 60+ SSIPA guidelines and procedures must be
followed. This would allow any sanctioned tournament that uses pickleballtournaments.com as
the management system to become a SSIPA Circuit Event if the Tournament Director follows all
the tournaments guidelines outlined at www.ssipa-pb.org (USAPA sanctioning, age groups
divided into skill if entries warrant, etc.).
If you are interested in running a SSIPA Circuit in your area – read the Guidelines and Planning
Tool at www.ssipa-pb.org and then contact one of the coordinators below for more
information:
Ford Roberson, West Tournament Coordinator, ssipa.pb@gmail.com - (325) 280-0044
Vicky Noakes, West Tournament Coordinator, vickynoakes@gmail.com - (405) 206-3909
Winnie L. Montgomery, East Tournament Coordinator, wpoohm@att .net - (713) 253-3608
Alice Tym, East Tournament Coordinator, alicetym2@gmail.com – (773) 318-1410
Note: SSIPA tournament circuit events may be embedded into any tournament with age groups
under 60+. For all tournament events for players 60+ SSIPA guidelines and procedures must be
followed. This would allow any sanctioned tournament that uses pickleballtournaments.com as
the management system to become a SSIPA Circuit Event if the Tournament Director follows all
the tournaments guidelines outlined at www.ssipa-pb.org (USAPA sanctioning, age groups
divided into skill if entries warrant, etc.).
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SSIPA Star
Barbara Winthrop

Barb Wintroub lives in Palm
Desert, California and plays for
the Freedom Park Picklers. Her
pickleball highlights are winning
three medals in the USAPA
nationals in 2015, achieving a 5.0
rating a year after she started
playing, and starting pickleball at
Rancho La Puerta.
Barb grew up in Kansas City and has been a tournament tennis player since she was ten years
old. She was the number one player in the city but was not allowed to play on the boys' tennis
team in high school. There was no girls' team. She went to the University of Arizona, but it did
not have a women's tennis team. "It broke my heart," she said. She tried out for the men's team
but could not play. Barb dropped out after a year. At 25 she went to Santa Monica College,
played on the tennis team, and loved it. She worked her way
through college giving tennis lessons at the home of golfer Amy
Alcott. Barb became the tennis coach at Marymount High School
in Westwood then moved back to Kansas City to run a tennis
club. She became one of the first to take the USPTA certification
test in 1977.
Barb believes there is a carryover from tennis to pickleball until
you get to a higher level of play. "Then there are drastic changes
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such as not stepping into the kitchen, dinking, and the third shot drop. Having your hips open
facing the net in pickleball is bad for tennis," she said.
Barb has always worked out in a gym starting in 1964 when you wore a belt and a machine
would shake you. She moved to California and worked at the YMCA teaching gymnastics. Barb
holds over 30 certifications including those for Pilates, KT taping, golf fitness, stretch therapy,
and TRX, the yellow hanging cables.
Barb is one of the first 40 women to have run a marathon on all seven
continents. At 38 years of age she started running. "I was on a mailing
list for marathon tours and I received a newsletter about running on
all the continents," she said. "I started in 2000 in the first marathon of
the century in New Zealand. I ran the Great Wall of China marathon
in 2005 and one in Antarctica in 2006. The Great Wall segment was
four hours out of Beijing. You had to hold on to a rope and lean in
because the cliff on one side was so sheer. There was no specific date for the Antarctic race
because you had to wait for suitable weather. There is no sound. You run up a glacier and
through nesting birds who dive bomb the racers. The Africa marathon was around the base of
Mount Kilimanjaro," she said. Barb also ran the London Marathon. In 1993, she did the
Maccabiah Games Triathlon.
Barb enjoyed the book, NOTORIOUS RBG by Ruth Bader Ginsberg. Barb explained, "RBG
grew up at a time when women were wives and mothers and weren't supposed to be
highly educated. Her husband was very supportive." Barb's favorite movie is HAROLD
AND MAUDE because now that she is a senior citizen she can appreciate how feisty they
are. Barb said, "Live life to the fullest or you will have no stories to tell in the locker room."
Barb authored FIGHTING GRAVITY, a book of safe exercises for people new to exercising.
Now Barb works in Palm Desert doing stretch therapy. She wants to go tango dancing in
Argentina and salsa dancing in Cuba. "Tango is a challenge because you have to walk
backwards in heels," she explained. "I wear an official close-fitting tango dress with an uneven
hem; I lose myself in the tango."
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SSIPA Star
Marshall Pura

Marshall Pura has lived in Los Angeles since
1967. He plays pickleball for the Glendale
Pickleball Club. His most memorable pickleball
moment is when he was introduced to the sport
in 2010 on the Margaret Osborne duPont tennis
court in Ruidoso, New Mexico. He had read an
article about pickleball in the AARP magazine
and felt that it was karma.
Marshall is proud of being a Jersey boy from Jersey City. "We see the backside of the Statue of
Liberty," he said. "It used to be a depressed community but very true. In 1966, I married a local
girl, Linda, from Bayonne, New Jersey. I have been very lucky in my life. I wish I had kept my
Apple stock. I sold it at $20. Otherwise, I don't want to change a thing."
Marshall began playing tennis in high school after attending a clinic given by Mo Connolly. He
went on to play or Ohio State before joining the Army Reserves during the Vietnam War. "I got
my B.A. and M.A. in psychology, taught 6th and 7th grades in public schools as a permanent
substitute for $360 a month. I had a permanent teaching job in Springfield, NJ before we moved
to California. I wanted to get into marriage counseling and there was a grad school program at
the American Institute of Family Relations. I got my license in family counseling," he said. He
explained that "It is important for the client to be willing and cooperative. Usually they came to
me Dead on Arrival!" Marshall continued, "I drifted from private practice into program design
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and administration. I ran a drug treatment
program in Pasadena and in a residential facility
for the mentally ill. Staying optimistic was
important. For 21 years I worked with people in
North Hollywood who have ADD. The public
schools would kick out those kids. Now there is
more sensitivity to the problem," he explained.
Linda, Marshall's wife, has been a nurse and an
educator. She works in breast cancer education
in California and founded the Susan Komen
affiliate in Los Angeles. That is how Marshall
got into running in 1995. "I did it to support my
wife," he said. "I started by going to races to put
out flyers for the Race for the Cure. I got an
"attaboy" pat on the back for my first 5K so I did
a 10K. Three months later I was running the LA
Marathon! I read a book that said to include
marathons in your travel plans so I ran marathons in London, Stockholm, Prague, St. John's,
New Brunswick, Big Sur, and Chicago. I qualified for the Boston Marathon when I turned 60 in
2003. I also ran New York and Washington, DC. The training is not attractive. I am not obsessive.
I am a mid-packer. I like being in a big crowd. I like the excitement. My orthopod said the body
can maintain one marathon per year. My fantasy is to do one more at 75. Maybe Rome," he said.
Marshall's marriage advice is the 4 A’s.
1. Acceptance
2. Appreciation
3. Acknowledgement
4. Alcohol
At weddings he goes to the bride and groom and tells them that rather than celebrate their
yearly anniversary, they should acknowledge their marriage each month on the same day as the
wedding. He said, "People come back to me years later and thank me." He said, "Divorce
numbers are atrocious these days. Commitment does not seem to exist. There are serial
marriages. People don't have enough in common. A woman's place has changed. Parenting is
difficult and demanding. I am very concerned about social media and the lack of socialization.
Old fashioned is good," he said.
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Marshall reads mysteries. He likes things to move along. He reads books by Joe Nesbo, Michael
Connelly, and Carl Hiaasen. "I always have two books going, one a mystery and one to make me
think like a book by Thomas Friedman," he said. "I have been reading Winslow's THE FORCE. It is
absolutely accurate about the quarter horse racing industry."
Marshall's son-in-law Paul Jones, was named the leading quarter horse trainer in the US 14 of
the last 15 years by the American Quarter Horse Association. He has won the All American
Futurity three times. Paul has stables in Los Angeles and a ranch in Tulerosa, New Mexico. The
racing season in Ruidoso is Memorial Day to Labor Day. That is why Marshall was in Ruidoso
where he started playing pickleball and played in this year's Billy the Kid SSIPA Shootout.
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Outstanding Achievement Award
The SSIPA Board recognized Dave Allenbaugh as
our 2017 Outstanding Achievement Award
Winner. Dave is an active member of the Santa
Cruz Pickleball Club and is also their webmaster.
He came to SSIPA highly recommended and he
readily accepted the challenge of designing and
implementing the SSIPA web page and had it up
and running in 30 days’ time. In addition to all the
normal contents of a pickleball site, he developed
on-line membership registration procedures and
tracking.
As our membership and posting needs have
grown, he has been one step ahead in designing
and adding innovative features to our site. If you
haven’t visited www.ssipa-pb.org recently, you
need to check it out.
In addition to profiling our SSIPA Stars, Dave
recently added our Tournament Gallery of photos
from past tournaments. Our web page is the
communications center of SSIPA and Dave
Allenbaugh is the “heart” of the operation.
Thanks Dave for all you do and Congratulations!
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Sponsor Appreciation Awards
The SSIPA Board is proud to recognize two great organizations, Pickleball Rocks and Paddletek,
for the outstanding support of SSIPA. Thank you!

Rodney & Karen Grubbs received our
Sponsor Appreciation award from Ford
Roberson and Fred Thompson at the
SSIPA World Championships in Griffin,
GA.

Curtis Smith accepts the Paddletek Sponsor Appreciation
award from Ford Roberson at USAPA Nationals in Casa
Grande, AZ.
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New SSIPA Board Member
SSIPA is happy to announce that Mark Kellam has joined the SSIPA board as Communications
and Membership Director.








Home: Robson Ranch, Denton TX
Family: Wife-Joni, two children, Kim and Dan
Education: BS in Business from Kutztown State University
President/CEO – Kellam Consulting LLC
Retired Financial Systems Management, The Walt Disney Company
Hobbies: Pickleball, Golf, anything sports related, music, technology
Pickleball – Playing for 1 ½ years – hooked for life, 4.0 rated player, VP Robson Ranch
Denton Pickleball Club
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We are growing in size! SSIPA by the Numbers:
Since the last newsletter we have grown from 530 to 635 annual or higher members. Thanks for your
participation and passing the word.
Our Group Facebook page continues to grow as we are approaching over 1097 followers. Thanks for following
and sharing our posts with social media. We are finding that other pickleball groups are posting tournament
information on our page also.

Like our new Facebook Page
SSIPA and USAPA

USAPA Connection: In 2017, USAPA and SSIPA established a formal affiliation to collectively grow the
sport. As part of this agreement, all SSIPA tournaments are USAPA-sanctioned and likewise, USAPA has agreed
to embed SSIPA 60+ age groups at all USAPA Regional Tournaments.
Super Senior International Pickleball Association (SSIPA) was formed in 2016 to promote pickleball among the
active senior population in the US and internationally. The SSIPA supports the Super Senior International
Pickleball Tournament Circuit allowing players to compete with other players in their age group, 60-64, 65-69,
70-74, 75-79, and 80+.
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Communications Review:
1.

2.

3.
4.

5.

www.ssipa-pb.org is our official web page and the primary way information is passed
on to members and the pickleball community. Please visit this site and get: Breaking
News, SSIPA Code of Ethics/Bylaws, SSIPA Stars (player profiles), Board member bios,
Membership, Founding Members, Tournament Schedule and links to results, Guidelines
on Hosting a Tournament and SSIPA Point Leaders.
Join our Group Facebook page: you can ask to join (it is a closed group) by searching for
Super Senior International Pickleball Association – we currently have over 942
followers.
NEW - We have just added a SSIPA Facebook Page to better share information and
have you Follow us: Search for SuperSeniorPickleball and then “Like” and “Follow” us.
Accepting this email from MailChimp will ensure that you are kept on this mail list.
email. We will occasionally send emails to update you on topics of interest and SSIPA
Board matters.
Please contact us directly if you have questions and suggestions:
SSIPA.PB@gmail.com and membership questions at:
SSIPA.Membership@gmail.com

Membership Number: Will I need my SSIPA Membership Number? When you join we will send
you your SSIPA membership number. You should not need it in the future as each Tournament
Director will receive a list of all current SSIPA Members that are playing in their tournament.
There is no membership card. If you have a problem, contact: SSIPA.Membership@gmail.com

SAFETY in all our tournaments and play is paramount. Super Senior players can be more prone
to minor injuries – stretching before play, adequate hydration, and proper conditioning should
be a goal for everyone. Eye protection, while not required, is strongly recommended. The
potential for eye injury is high and can easily be protected/minimized by always wearing glasses,
sunglasses or goggles - both indoor and outdoor.
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