
































MiRiam The Prophetess 
 

This week’s NLI picture is taken from one of a series of Shanah Tovah cards, 
printed in Germany.  This Biblical scene depicts Miriam the Prophetess, sister of 
Moshe and Aharon, standing on a rock with her hands raised whilst playing the 
tambourine. Behind her are other women playing the flute and dancing, also with 
tambourines whilst the men stand off to the side. This scene happened after Bnei 
Yisrael had crossed the Red Sea and witnessed the sea closing over the Egyptians, 
as is written in this week’s Parashah. 

In this week’s Parashah of Beshalach we read that after Bnei 
Yisrael had crossed the Red Sea, the women sang and danced 
led by Miriam whilst playing her tambourine. This week’s NLI 
resource features a new year card depicting this very scene of 
Miriam. 
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Shabbat ShiRa 
Each year, this Shabbat (Parshat Beshalach) is also known as Shabbat Shira - 
the Shabbat of Song.  This is because the Parashah contains the song sung by 
Bnei Yisrael after the splitting of the Red Sea.  This Song was so beloved by our 
people that it is now included in our daily Tefillah.  
 

As well as appearing in this week’s Parashah, we also read it on the seventh 
day of Pesach when we commemorate the miracle of the splitting of the Red 
Sea. Tradition teaches that there are only ten true Songs (Shirot) in the 
history of the world. These true Songs are not just melodies but are heartfelt 
expressions of the harmony of creation.  Each one marks immense changes in 
our history. Another of these Songs appears in this week’s haftarah: The Song 
of Devorah.  
 









    

 

 

 

 

 

Activities: 

TamBouRine 
 

Picture the scene – After 210 years of slavery, Bnei Yisrael 
have finally been given the go-ahead from Paroh to leave 
Egypt.  They grab their most prized possessions (which would 
not have amounted to much), gather up the gold, silver and 
precious jewels being thrust upon them by the Egyptians, load 
up their donkeys and off they go; their first steps on the long 
road to freedom. 
 

Now place yourself in a similar situation to Bnei Yisrael – 
having to hurriedly pack up your most valuable or meaningful 
belongings into a few easily-transportable bags before leaving 
home for good.  What would you take?  Would a tambourine 
feature on your packing list? – I expect that the answer would 
be ‘no’. 
 

Surely, therefore, the question begging to be asked is why on 
earth did Miriam and the other women have tambourines with 
them in the desert?   
 

Our Rabbis tell us that the righteous women of that 
generation, led by Miriam, had taken their tambourines with 
them as proof of the absolute trust and faith they had in 
HaShem.   Miriam and the women had such strong belief in 
Hashem that they knew the miracles they had already 
witnessed in Egypt would continue to happen for them in the 
desert.  
 

Sure enough, just one week after their dramatic departure 
from Egypt, the women find themselves on the seashore, 
singing and dancing, tambourines in hand, praising HaShem, 
under the devoted and powerful leadership of Miriam. 
 

Something 
to discuss 

Rainy Sunday Activity: 
 

Can you create a model of the 
Red Sea splitting?  Be creative 
and use whatever materials you 
have to hand.  This could be a 
small A4 size model or 
something so big it covers the 
whole dining room floor – use 
your imagination!  Either bring 
your model to school or send me 
some pictures!   

What musical instruments 
are mentioned in the Bible 
(try to think of at least 
three)? 

For a great 
tambourine-making 
activity for younger 
children, see here: 

To watch the amazing scene 
of crossing the Red Sea 
from Prince of Egypt, see 
here: 

If you had to leave your 
home in a hurry, what would 
you take with you? 

 

When else does Miriam 
appear in the Torah?   
What lessons can we learn 
from Miriam? What qualities 
did she possess? 


