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Louisiana and the Federal Government Still Working on an 
Effective Relationship to Restore and Protect the Coast 

Now that Louisiana’s 2017 Coastal Master Plan has passed 
the legislature, it’s full speed ahead for the state’s biggest 
challenge, right? We’ve got enough disaster money to get us 
started (though not finished). We’ve got all the motivation in 
the world – roseau cane is dying in the coastal marshes, and 
land is subsiding faster than we thought. Time to put the pedal 
to the metal and get the master plan’s five biggest projects 
underway! Let’s do it!  

What’s that? We need the Feds on board, too? They, at the 
very least, have to permit a bunch of this work? And they’ve 
said it will take at least five years to do that? Dang it! What can 
be done? Well, luckily the Trump administration has expressed 
interest in speeding this thing up and asked the state’s CPRA 
to come up with some ideas on how to do just that. Last week 
CPRA delivered a white paper on just that topic to the White 
House. Hooray for dialogue!  

At the core of the paper are ideas for streamlining a 
process that is far easier for projects that cause environmental 
harm than for projects looking to remedy harm. Underlying 
issues, however, like the lack of funding and work force for 
agencies to permit projects quickly and efficiently, have gone 
unaddressed, as evidenced by the Trump administration’s 
proposed budget. Hopefully, this dialogue has not only 
inspired the White House to reconsider how a federal agency 
can work smoothly and efficiently, but also inspired Louisiana’s 
legislative delegation in Washington to stump for such well-
functioning agencies that receive the budgetary support 
needed to be the dance partner Louisiana needs to put our 
bold plan’s biggest projects into effect. So, c’mon, the Feds 
and the state, let’s do it!  

 
How High’s the Water, Mama?  

Global sea level rise is combining with local subsidence 
coastal areas to create a growing number of places that see 
flooding as an increasingly common part of their future. 
Mighty Houston, the US’s fifth biggest metro area, has a 
history of flooding and has continued to increase its exposure 
with a combination of higher seas, less rain storage capacity, 
and more intense storms.  

Some government officials are looking at least one 
neighborhood in Miami (miles away from Biscayne Bay) for 
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voluntary buyouts to create an area to absorb storm water. “Good luck with that” would surely be the response 
from many post-Katrina officials who considered the same strategy in New Orleans. Perhaps most significant, 
though, is that this story was picked up by an insurance industry publication. Just another reminder that if you 
can’t make decisions to improve your situation, others will end up making those decisions for you.  

Although terrifying stories like a melt of 300,000 square miles of the West Antarctic ice sheet continue to 
come out, some, like New York Times readers, presumably, are putting their hopes in the Dutch. Their reputation 
as the world’s preeminent water keeper-outers (long well-known to us in South Louisiana) remains intact. Yet 
their own coast faces added danger thanks to subsidence both natural and induced (something else well known to 
us in South Louisiana).  

There’s not a ton of good news here; to borrow a nonexistent boat metaphor, we’ve got to learn how to build 
our gunwales higher while not putting holes in the hull at the same time. So, while we’re all figuring that out, 
here’s some pictures of sea turtles.  

 
Criminal Charges Filed in Flint Water Crisis  
      Flint, Michigan’s water still isn’t safe. Hopefully, these past couple years of crisis and the countless poisoned 
citizens have served as a wakeup call for those charged with drinking water safety across the country. If not, 
yeesh, everyone might be better off if that person changed careers. But for anyone who remains oddly self-
serving in a public service field like water supply, another message to do your job came along last week. Fifteen 
people now face criminal charges over their roles in the Flint water crisis. This includes manslaughter charges 
against five officials ranking as high as the director of the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services. 
This will hardly be the last we hear of the legal fall out from Flint, but let’s hope, at the very least, the city will 
have safe water again before all these cases see the courtroom.  
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