


4 The rear adapter plates are installed next, and they are held in place with the front 
uppermost bolts on each side of the convertible top pivot point (see arrow). These 
bolts are located beneath the two small plastic doors that hide the convertible top 
bow pivot points.

5 Stuff a shop rag into the opening to avoid losing the bolt and use either a 13mm or 
1⁄2” wrench to remove the bolt. As is often the case when working on Corvettes, a gear 
wrench makes the going faster and easier. I used a 2.5” decking screw to keep the doors 
of the compartment open while working on it.

6 The adapter plate bracket gets mounted with the angle on the top facing the inside 
of the car. Push the bolt through the bracket and tighten it with the hole in the angle 
facing upward. Repeat this procedure for the other side of the car.

7 Here’s the adapter plate bracket mounted on the passenger side of the car – note 

that the angle is facing inward toward the interior of the car. The driver side orientation 
of the bracket is just the opposite. Once these adapter plate brackets are installed, be 
sure to raise the convertible top to make sure they aren’t interfering with its normal 
operation. Depending on the build tolerances of your particular C5, it may be neces-
sary to straighten the angle of the adapter plate brackets to achieve non-interfering 
operation for the ragtop. In a subsequent conversation with the folks at Smooth Line, 
we inquired if it would be OK to mount these plates with the bend facing the outside of 
the car in certain circumstances and they indicated that it wouldn’t do any harm.

8 Here’s what the hold-down “J” hooks and the tightening knobs look like and how 
they attach to the adapter plate brackets (driver-side orientation shown here).

9 The front securing latches are very similar to the factory latches on the convertible, 
both in appearance and operation. These come pre-adjusted and normally don’t require 
any additional attention.
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IT’S STILL A CONVERTIBLE!

 The upright “T” and the “toes” of the carrier snap 
into position using spring-loaded buttons – no tools are 
required and it sets up or breaks down in a matter 
of seconds. All the areas that come into contact with 
the hardtop are cushioned with soft foam rubber. The 
casters permit moving the hardtop and carrier easily, 
and the casters can be locked to prevent movement 
while stored. When folded, the Smooth Line Hardtop 
Carrier nestles unobtrusively in the trunk of the C5 so 
you can take it with you. 

 A heavy-duty “breathable” fabric cover is supplied 
with the hardtop carrier to protect the headliner and 
exterior of the hardtop from dust and scratches – a 
nice bonus. Everything about the hardtop carrier and 
the fabric cover is top-drawer, just as you’d expect from 
the folks at Smooth Line.

11  Here’s what the top looks like when it’s in place, 
prior to painting. The gap at the rear between the top 
and the deck is necessary for air to escape when the 
doors are shut with the windows rolled up, but it is 
watertight due to gaskets that seal the top to the deck.
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12  After the top is painted and you’re satisfied with the front-to-back and side-to-side fit, 
it’s time to finish installing the side window weather seal. It’s a good idea to clean the bond-
ing surface of the top with denatured alcohol first. Then remove the red tape backing from 
the adhesive on the weather seal. By stretching or compressing the rubber as required, 
position the front of the side window seal tight against the windshield weather seal pocket to 
achieve a perfect fit; if you don’t do this, you’ll wind up with rain dripping in. The adhesive 
on the weather seal doesn’t form a permanent bond for about 48 hours, so this gives you 
some time for repositioning if required. You can hit the car with a hose on both sides to see 
if further adjustment to prevent leaks would be required. Ours was tight as a drum!

13  As you can see from this chart, done with the soft top and then again with the hardtop 
in place, cabin noise was reduced by over four decibels both at idle and at 2,000 rpm – a 
very noticeable difference! 

Smooth Line High Performance Composites
(877) 368-4533

www.smoothline.com

Martel Electronics Corporation
(800) 821-0023

www.marteltesttools.com

SOURCE
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