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  Frequently asked questions about Stampmaker 

 
The stamp 
 
Q: Are Stampmaker stamps the same quality as store-bought clear or 
rubber stamps? 
A: Stampmaker stamps are made from Photopolymer resin which can hold very 
detailed images and make intricate stamps, even photographs. They are a pale 
red color – you can still see through to see where you are stamping. The main 
difference is that they do not have a sticky back so you need our cling or some 
EZ Mount to attach your stamp to an acrylic block. 
 
Q: What inks can I use with my stamp? 
A: All photopolymer stamps work well with pigment and dye based inks (water 
based inks). You can use solvent inks but bear in mind that the solvent (including 
in your stamp cleaner) will degrade your stamp over time. We recommend using 
a base of a light colored ink or simply clean soon after use and use solvent 
cleaner sparingly.  
 
Q: How long can I expect my stamp to last? 
A: We have tested stamps to a million impressions so it will last as long as you 
need it to if treated correctly! 
 
Q: Can I use any image to make a stamp?  
A: The image must be copyright free. 
 
Q: What is the maximum size stamp I can make? 
A: The maximum with this kit is 4x 3/8” (100mm x 62mm). If you are interested in 
making larger stamps, please register your interest at info@photocentric.co.uk or 
info@photocentricusa.com 
 
Q: Is an imagepac stamp expensive? 
A: No, it will cost you a very small fraction of the cost of a bought stamp and 
much less than a custom stamp. 
 
Q: Can I heat the stamp with an iron? 
A: Yes, as long as it is not in direct contact with it.  Just treat it like any normal 
clear stamp. 
 
Q: Can I use with embossing powders? 
A: Yes, use exactly the same as any clear stamp. 
 
Q: Can I use on fabric and material? 
A: Yes, use fabric and machine washable inks. 
 



 

 

Q: Can I use with precious metal clay? 
A: Yes, use exactly the same as any clear stamp. See our jewelry instructions for 
advice on exposure times and artwork manipulation. 
 
Q: Can I use on pottery? 
A: Yes, use exactly the same as any clear stamp. 
 
Q: Can I use on silicone moulds? 
A: Yes, just use a release spray (silicone release spray or even kitchen oil) then 
wash the stamp afterwards. 
 
Q: Can I use on sugar craft? 
A: Yes, just like any polymer stamp, (we have not yet tested imagepac for safety 
in food use). 
 
 
The Stampmaker 
 
Q: What is the light in the Stampmaker? 
A: It is mainly UVA peak 360nm, you should avoid direct contact with the eyes. 
 
Q: Can imagepac be hardened in normal light? 
A: It will be fine in a normally lit room for a minute or so, but will harden quickly in 
sunlight, store in a closed box. 
 
Q: What is the difference between the new Teresa Collins Stampmaker kit 
and the original one?  
A: This new kit includes a timer and more sheets of film to make your negatives 
(5 sheets instead of 2). It doesn’t include the embossing or stencil packs. 
Embossing packs are available to buy separately – get the starter kit first so you 
have instructions and everything needed. Stencil packs are no longer available – 
they weren’t popular enough! 
 
Q. What is the difference between the Teresa Collins Stampmaker and the 
imagepac Stampmaker? 
A: The TC kit has 5 medium and 5 small stamp packs. The imagepac kit has 4 
medium, 4 small and 2 mini. The imagepac kit has 3 sheets of negative film, TC 
kit has 5. The TC kit has 16 TC designs and an acrylic block included. The 
imagepac kit has extra instructions for making stamps for use with silver 
clay/PMC. 
 
imagepac 
 
Q: What material is the imagepac? 
A. imagepac is a photopolymer resin.  Photopolymer has been used in the 
printing industry for over 40 years and is used to make printing plates. It is well 
known for its imaging ability and its ink transferring ability (to give great 
impressions). 



 

 

 
Q: Is it toxic or harmful? 
A: No.  Photopolymer is a mild irritant for some. If you get it on your skin, wash 
with warm soapy water. When hardened it is completely safe to handle. 
 
Q: Can I use just part of my imagepac and keep the rest? 
A: No, it is not really practical to shield part of the imagepac to keep it liquid.  You 
should use an imagepac of the correct size. We make different sized imagepacs, 
just pick the one that is right for your artwork. 
 

 
 
 
Making the artwork 
 
Q: How do I get the right ink jet printer settings on my printer? 
A: Print using the ‘normal’ or ‘draft’ setting, not best 

Increase the ink volume (if possible) to maximum 
Change the paper setting to ‘photo paper matte’ 

You can draw a little box in word (click insert text box and right click on the 
border open properties and select black fill).  Then print this box using different 
settings above and compare to select the darkest. 
We recommend HP, the paper setting that delivers most ink varies from printer to 
printer, but try ‘photo paper matte’first. 
Ultimately, the black must just stop light, so look at it against the light and see if 
you can through it! Please see websites and videos for more advice. 
 
Q: How can I make artwork using more than one image at the same time? 
A:  You can save the image as a jpg and then open as many images as you want 
in an artwork modifying program (eg. Our online software); this will enable you to 
re-size them and move them around.  You can even do this using Microsoft Word, 
opening them in a text box.  
 
Q: How do I make text stamps? 
A: Use Microsoft Word:  Insert a Text box and adjust its size, right click on the 
border and in Format Text Box, change the fill from white to black. Then in 
Format font change the color to white. Leave about 1/4”of black border around 
the edge of the text to keep the floor of the stamp nice and level at the edges. 
 
Q: Can I use any ink jet printer? 
A: Virtually all ink jet printers will give you artwork that is black enough to stop 
light getting through if you optimize the settings.  
 
Q: Can I use a laser printer? 
A: Only some will print dark enough, so we recommend ink jet. See website 
knowledge centre for more detailed information.  
 
Q: What happens if my artwork ink remains wet? 



 

 

A: If your ink remains wet on your imageblack artwork then you have printed on 
the wrong side.  The printable side is slightly rough to the touch. To tell which 
side to print on, wet your fingers and press on a corner, one side will stick and 
this is the side to print on. Take care as the printed film is easily scratched. 
 
Q: Can I use refilled ink jet cartridges? 
A: Possibly, but it’s unlikely and the quality may not be as good as the 
manufacturer’s brand.  Check the quality of the own brand first and then see if 
you get the same quality with refilled ones. 
 
 
Q: Can I use a cheaper ink jet film? 
A: It is unlikely OHP film will be black enough. imageblack ink jet film is a very 
high quality film that uses a sophisticated system to enhance the black and 
improve your image.   
 
Q: Can I make a stamp from a photograph? 
A: Yes, use the imagepac software and press ‘photograph’. Change times in 
Stampmaker to 10 seconds first exposure, then 30 seconds second exposure to 
hold detail open.  Also use these times for fingerprint stamps. 
 
Q: Do I have to use a printer to make my artwork? 
A: No, you can draw with permanent ink pen onto the soft side of the imagepac; 
onto the film (in negative format); use a cutting tool (cut out a template that is part 
clear and opaque). Remember light will go through clear parts to harden the 
polymer; black stops light and polymer here will stay liquid and be washed away. 
 
Q: My printer won’t print on film, what can I do? 
Some printers don’t “see” clear film. You need to trick them by spray mounting 
white paper to the film (spray mount is ideal as it peels off really easily 
afterwards). Make sure you don’t stick down the side of the film you need to print 
on! 
 
Washing out the stamp 
  
Q: Why is my stamp not washed out properly? 
A: To wash your stamp out you should hold it under a gently running hot tap until 
the liquid has fallen off, then squirt a generous amount of washing up liquid (dish 
soap) on it and scrub it in a circular motion until it is clean.  Finally, rinse and 
check against the light. 
 
Q: Can I use soap instead of detergent? 
A: Yes, we recommend washing up liquid (dish soap) as it is quicker and better. 
 
Q: Can I use cold water? 
A: Yes, but it will wash out faster and easier in hot water (just like greasy dishes!) 
 
Q: What happens if leave the imagepac in the water too long? 



 

 

A: If left in the water for a long time the plate will turn white and will swell up, this 
may permanently deform the plate (probably about 1 hour).   
 
 
Hardening the stamp under water 
 
Q: Can I make my stamp less tacky? 
A: Yes, leave it under the lights in water for a few more minutes, but expect the 
red color to fade. 
 
Q: Can I make my stamp completely clear? 
A:  imagepac Stampmaker stamps will have a slight residual color. Leaving it 
longer in the water for the last stage will make them lighter. 
 
 
 
 
 
Please feel free to email us your questions. We love to hear from you! 
info@photocentricusa.com info@photocentric.co.uk 
 


