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The Presbyterian-New England Congregational Church of Saratoga Springs, NY (PNECC), a UCC Global 

Mission Church, is pleased to apply for the David Southard, Sr. Award. 

PNECC is a church of fewer than 300 members, yet our commitment to global missions, in treasure, 

time, and talent, is disproportionate to our size.  

The following areas demonstrate our commitment: 

 

1. The Global Missions Subcommittee of the PNECC Social Concerns Committee is very active, 

overseeing our church’s global mission activities, and keeping in view their importance as a central part 

of our church’s mission. Every other month (alternating with local missions), the GM subcommittee 

presents a mission moment during worship. 

 

2. AIDS Orphans Education Trust Uganda (AOET). AOET is a faith-based indigenous NGO, with the 

primary purpose of educating AIDS orphans and other vulnerable children. PNECC’s involvement, since 

2002, includes the following: 

a. Eighty-four PNECC members plus our Middle School Youth Group and Women’s Association 

sponsor 55 Ugandan children for their education and healthcare with a total financial 

contribution of over $25,000. This make us the second most involved church with AOET in 

the nation. 

b. Forty-one of our members have made a mission trip to Uganda, including 12 of our youth. 

Ten have made multiple trips.   

c. Our church budget and individual members have contributed over $10,000 in money and 

supplies toward the AOET mission trips. 

d. On three occasions, we have hosted the AOET Ugandan children’s choir and coordinated 

their New York tours. 

 

3. Support for Nancy Tushabe and her family.  Nancy is a Kenyan who is in the U.S. studying 

currently for a Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) degree at SUNY Plattsburgh, having completed an 

Associate of Applied Science degree at SUNY Adirondack and received a license as a registered nurse. 

She plans to return to found an organization she is calling “Nurses for East Africa,” whose purpose will 

be to train, support, and deploy African nurses in areas that are currently medically underserved. 

PNECC members are Nancy’s educational sponsors. The church’s budget is providing support to 

Nancy and her family. Her children are active members of our youth groups, one teaches Sunday school, 

and the Tushabe family have found a church family that has become their primary spiritual and 

psychosocial anchors. Needless to say, our church has been blessed by their presence. 
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4. Peace Fair and Peace Week.  PNECC is host for a Peace Fair and a major sponsor of Saratoga 

Springs Peace Week held each September in conjunction with the United Nations International Day of 

Peace.  The 2014 program included a presentation on the need for asylum for LGBT persons who face 

persecution in their home countries based on sexual orientation.  On prospects for peace between Israel 

and Palestine, Rev. Mark Koenig, Director of the Presbyterian Ministry at the United Nations, addressed 

a gathering at our church, and Elizabeth Meehan, a member of our congregation, reported on her recent 

trip to the Middle East (partially funded by PNECC) as part of the Mosaic of Peace Conference.  The 2015 

Peace Week program featured artwork by Iraqi refugees and residents of Gaza. 

 

5. Advocacy.  Through actions of the Governing Board and petitions offered for signing by 

individual members of the congregation, PNECC regularly speaks out on issues of global concern.  Recent 

efforts include a 2012 Resolution to Prevent War with Iran and a 2013 Endorsement of a Peaceful 

Solution on Syria.  

 

6. Education.  Our efforts to educate the congregation and local community about global issues 

take two directions: bringing visitors to describe their experiences of the world and sending members of 

PNECC into the world.  In the first direction, on February 20, 2014,we learned about Israel and Palestine 

from Jonathan Brenneman, who worked in Hebron as a member of the Christian Peacemaker Teams’ 

Peacemaker Corps, and the Reverend Ruth Kuo, who had just returned from Palestine and Israel as part 

of a peace delegation organized by The Presbyterian Peace Fellowship.  On April 5, 2014, we welcomed 

Rev. Kurt Esslinger and Hye Young Lee, mission co-workers with the Presbyterian Church of Korea in the 

Young Adult Volunteer program.  Among those we send into the world we are especially proud of our 

youth, who have traveled to Europe in church-sponsored trips once every four years.  The 2015 youth 

group trip, including 31 youth and 10 adult chaperones, lasted two weeks and covered seven countries, 

including significant sites such as the former concentration camp of Auschwitz.   

 

7. The Cuba Project. Two of our church members will be traveling to Cuba this fall to establish a 

relationship with a Cuban church to pave the way for a PNECC team to travel to Cuba in 2017 under the 

auspices of the Presbyterian Reformed Church of Cuba. 

 

8. Dress-a-Girl Around the World Project.  A recent global mission project that has attracted 

enthusiastic participation is an effort to make dresses to distribute to young girls living in conditions 

around the world that make them vulnerable to abduction.  A dress provided by the project warns 

potential predators that the girl is being cared for.  So far, three sewing sessions in April and October 

2015 and March 2016 have involved up to 30 participants and produced over 200 dresses. 

 

9. Global Disaster Relief.  The Christmas Eve offering at PNECC is traditionally devoted to special 

mission projects; half of the 2015 offering ($970) went to Church World Service earmarked for Syrian 

refugee relief (the other half went to local mission).  Normally, rather than taking up special collections, 

PNECC contributes immediately out of designated mission funds to assist in disaster relief around the 

world.  By this means, we contributed $10,000 on the occasion of the typhoon in the Philippines in 2013, 

and another $10,000 after the earthquake in Nepal in 2015.  Our global perspective also helps to inform 
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local interfaith efforts.  For instance, in 2010 and 2011, PNECC, a local synagogue (Temple Sinai) and the 

Ahmadiyya Muslim Community sponsored a fundraiser and interfaith dinner raising over $3,000 to 

purchase Shelter Boxes for worldwide disaster relief.  

 

10.  Ongoing financial support:  Since 1995 (20 years), we have collected $100,588 for One Great 

Hour of Sharing.  Since 2001, we have collected more than $93,000 for the Heifer Project (we are just 

shy of nineteen arks, each of which represents $5000 in contributions) 

Thank you for your consideration of this application.   

Contact Information: Terry Diggory, Chair, Global Missions Subcommittee; tdiggory@skidmore.edu; 518-

587-3537 

Presbyterian—New England Congregational Church 

PO Box 582, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 

 

office 518-584-6091 

http://pnecchurch.org/wordpress/ 
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