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Schooled in the tradition of western oil painting, 
London-based South Korean-born painter Anna Paik 
has for the last ten years infused her Korean spiritual 
roots in her canvases. In this extraordinary and 
thought-provoking series of Still Lifes, Paik captures 
the essence of the human heart through images which 
evoke the simplicity and purity of Korean Ceramic 
bowls.

Composed in subtly modulated silvery light and 
shadow, Paik’s quietly shimmering brushstrokes 
recall classical ‘sfumato’. Paik transforms the image 
of a single vessel into a permanent tableau for visual 
meditation and contemplation. Paik says: 

“When I first started this series of paintings, I searched 
for what was most precious in my heart, and travelled 
back to my childhood memory- the memory of my 
mother’s devotional prayers each morning before a 
simple white ceramic bowl of water. I can still hear 
her quiet voice to this day. The paintings conjure up 
this sense of an indelible but ephemeral moment. My 
inspiration is to cast these moments into a permanent 
form which can be revisited…that is what art is to 
me...deeply personal and symbolic.
Proust seeks to capture such feelings in À la 
Recherche du Temps Perdu and Brahms similarly 
awakens nostalgic emotions in many of his musical 
compositions. I seek to explore these longings in my 
own heart.”

A Visual Meditation of Condensed Memory
Oil Paintings inspired by Korean Ceramic Bowls 
and Moon Jars



Evening Prayer
30 x 40 cm, oil on canvas

Wine Jar
40 x 50 cm, oil on canvas



Bernard Leach, whilst studying in Japan, was equally inspired by the profound and 
enduring beauty of Korean pottery with its austere and unpretentious simplicity. As 
he devoted his art to fusing an oriental aesthetic with his own western upbringing. 
Paik has explored and found a way to reconcile her understanding of the timeless 
and transcendental qualities of beauty from East and West. Her delicately 
understated paintings are the embodiment of life’s fragility, mystery and fleeting 
beauty.

“... this new series of paintings of Korean pots absolutely amazed me. They ring with 
silence. There is a timeless quality to them which forces the viewer to leave behind the 
reference points of daily life and enter another world, another zone.
... it’s partly because the aura of mystery behind the objects depicted is by definition 
unresolved: a pot is made to contain something, we think, and these paintings (unlike 
Vermeer’s milk jug or Cezanne’s tumbling fruit bowl) celebrate the self-sufficiency 
of an empty vessel. Neither a stag’s head nor the needling embroidery of a tablecloth 
distracts us from the sacred spheres.
... And their emptiness is not a void but a symbol: if we approach any work of art 
with that emptiness which suggests receptivity and space we are more likely to be filled 
and fulfilled”. 

Stephen Hough, Daily Telegraph

Effervescence
15 1/2 cm square, oil on wood panel



Monk’s Chant
38 cm x 38 cm, oil on canvas

Moon Jar 4
85 x 90 cm, oil on canvas



Prayer Bowl
46.5 x 25.5cm

Potter’s Song  
38 cm x 50 cm, oil on canvas



Anna Paik

Born in Seoul, South Korea, Paik studied drawing and painting with leading figurative American 
painters Sidney Goodman and Will Barnet at the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts (founded 
in 1805) in Philadelphia. Paik won numerous prestigious prizes including the highly coveted 
William Cresson Prize, Benjamin West Prize and Thomas Eakins Prize among others and exhibited 
in numerous juried shows, group and solo exhibitions in New Orleans, New York, Delaware and 
Philadelphia before her subsequent move to London in 1997.

Along with solo exhibitions and many group shows over the years, Paik’s works have been shown in 
Europe at the National Portrait Gallery, Aberdeen Art Gallery, Amsterdam Art Fair, Mall Galleries 
with New English Art Club and Royal Society of Portrait Painters, Wolseley Gallery at London Art 
Fair and Christie’s. In 2003 Paik won first prize in the Garrick/Milne Prize, a national competition 
in UK, whose jury members included both the previous Surveyor and the present Surveyor to the 
Queen’s Pictures. Paik’s works are in private collections in USA, South Korea, Hong Kong, France, 
Netherlands and UK.



Antique and Art Advisory
Han Collection is pleased offer antique and art advisory and appraisal service to both individual and corporate clients. Site visits to homes and offices 
can be arranged, and we are happy to work with clients to provide antique and art which reflects personal taste or captures the ethos of a museum and 
gallery or private company. With our experience and speciality on Korean antiques and arts, Han Collection is able to source a wide range of Korean 
antiques and arts for every situation.   
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