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MUSE
PROGRAM NOTES

When Josh Blair commissioned me to write a concert opener for his Doctoral Conducting
Recital, he did not specify a particular theme or concept for the piece. He left me with a
blank pallet just waiting to be painted - welcomed news to composers! I decided to
compose a piece depicting the spark provided to me in my music by my muse, my
beautiful wife, Tori.

The four notes that make up the fanfare call by the trumpets in the opening measure serve
as the foundation of the work’s most prominent themes. This motif (in one form or
another) permeates the piece, even as the tonality and mood of the piece shifts. A career in
music can be summed up as a metaphor for my life and our marriage: the journey -
through it’s twists, turns, highs and lows - is not always easy, but it is worth it and easily
the thing I am most thankful for.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Joshua Hobbs (b. 1990) has been hailed as one of the rising stars in the world of
composition and his reputation is growing rapidly. He has been selected as a winner of
numerous contests, most notably the National Band Association's Young Composer
Mentor Project and Dallas Wind Symphony Brass Fanfare Composition Contest.

Joshua holds a master’s degree in Instrumental Conducting from the University of South
Florida and a bachelor’s degree in Music Composition from the University of Central
Florida. He has studied privately or participated in composition master classes with Mark
Camphouse, Brian Balmages, Andrew Boysen Jr., Eric Whitacre, Robert W. Smith,
Christopher Marshall, and more. His output includes works for ensembles of all sizes and
has been performed around the world by artists including the United States Air Force
Band, Scott Hartman, Jeff Nelsen, John Almeida, Summit Brass, Saint Louis Brass, at the
New England Conservatory, University of Alabama, at International Trumpet Guild,
International Horn Society conferences and on many other occasions.

Joshua’s music is published with Hickman Music Editions, Triplo Press, Balquhidder
Music, Dorn Publications, Cimarron Music Press and is promoted through

www.Newbandmusic.com. Joshua is registered with the American Society of Composers,
Authors and Publishers (ASCAP) and resides in Tampa, FL.

For more information, recordings, and other helpful resources, please visit
WWW.JOSHUAHOBBSMUSIC.COM
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Piccolo

Flute 1-2

Flute 3-4

Oboe 1-2

Bassoon 1-2

Clarinet in B» 1-2

Clarinet in B» 3-4

Bass Clarinet 1-2
Contrabass Clarinet

Alto Sax 1
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Trumpet in B» 1-2

Trumpet in B» 3-4
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