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         The importance of the rule of law, crime prevention and criminal justice was 

recognized in the framework of newly adopted development agenda by United Nations 

General Assembly in 2015 to achieve more sustainable peace in the world and enable the 

mechanisms to prevent the crime acts and conflicts and overall protect human rights.1Peace, 

human rights and effective governance, based on the rule of law are basis for sustainable 

development for all. Today some countries and regions enjoy sustainable peace, whereas 

others are struggling against conflicts and human rights violations. The latter prevents 

countries’ development having negative impact in different spheres of life: education, good 

governance, and economic growth, social and civic activities. As a result of this, sexual 

violence, exploitation and different types of crime reach a high level.2 This is why, after 

long-term national and international discussions, the SDG #16 was included in the 2030 

Sustainable Development Agenda. In the preceding Millennium Development goals special 

attention to this agenda item was not paid. 

                                                 
1 United Nations General Assembly, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, A/70/1, 21 October 2015, available at: http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/1 (accessed 24 

August 2018) 
2 United Nations Development Programme, Goal 16: Pease, justice and strong institutions, available 

at: http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-16-peace-justice-
and-strong-institutions.html (accessed 29 August 2018)  

http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/1
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-16-peace-justice-and-strong-institutions.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-16-peace-justice-and-strong-institutions.html
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Despite the fact that the Member States emphasize the rule of law and crime prevention, we 

continue to witness historical developments where the rule of law and human rights are being 

violated. From this, it is evident that global developments and changes require proper 

preparedness and vigilance to avoid human rights infractions. 

 

The United Nations undertakes a more targeted approach for Members States to increase the 

impact of the rule of law locally, regionally and internationally to promote the betterment of 

people’s lives. The role of the Member States is crucial and invaluable to find the common 

solutions to local and global problems that influence all of us without exception. It is also 

reflected in the integrated approach that the Members States have decided on with cross 

cutting interconnections in the scope of the new Agenda and targets. 

 

Huge efforts have been taken by UN to overcome the problems in the field, such as 

development of the voluntary national review mechanism for following-up the 

implementation of the SDGs, the successful organization and outcome of the Thirteenth 

United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice and the preparations for 

the Fourteenth Congress, the comprehensive work of the Commission on Crime Prevention 

and Criminal Justice etc. However, still the world faces issues regarding armed conflicts, 

discrimination, gender based violence, anti-corruption strategies and their implementations, 

the role of law in local context, inclusive, transparent and accountable governance. 

 

The recommendations include support to the active involvement of the Member States in the 

process of Voluntary National Review, the participation in the global programmes promoting 

the rule of law,  the development and implementation of crime prevention policies, the 

adoption of comprehensive responses to violence against women, the development of anti-

corruption strategies, the establishment of the equality for everyone before the law, the 

quality education on the rule of law and criminal justice in national educational entities, 

raising the importance of the role of legislative bodies. 

 

I. Introduction  
 

1. Even though assassinations have declined slowly (in 2015, about 5.2 and 6.7 persons 

per 100.000 were victims of intentional homicide all over the world)3 and access to 

the justice has become more open, violent conflicts have continued to increase. In 

different regions variations of crime rates are being experienced: according to 

UNODC Global Study on Homicide in 2013 the rates got higher in Africa, Americas 

and Oceania compared to the same study done in 2011. 4 A few, but high-impact 

                                                 
3 The World Bank, Intentional Homicides, available at: 

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/VC.IHR.PSRC.P5 (accessed 28 August 2018) 
4 United Nations Office on Drug and Crime, available at: 
https://www.unodc.org/documents/gsh/pdfs/2014_GLOBAL_HOMICIDE_BOOK_web.pdf (accessed 
26 November 2018)  

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/VC.IHR.PSRC.P5
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armed conflicts are causing numbers of civilian deaths. Progress promoting peace and 

justice, with effective, accountable and inclusive institutions, remains uneven locally 

and internationally.5  

 

2. During its high-level meeting on the rule of law at the national and international 

levels on 30 November 2012, the General Assembly reaffirmed that the rule of law 

and democracy are interconnected and that they are based on core values and 

principles of the United Nations: Human Rights, Sustainable Development, Peace and 

Security.6 

 

3. In its resolution E/2018/17 on 2 July 2018 the Economic and Social Council stated 

that the promotion of the rule of law at all levels, including through creating and 

developing crime prevention and criminal justice mechanisms, is essential for 

sustainable development, inclusive economic growth and the full realization of all 

human rights and fundamental freedoms stated in the UN Declaration on Human 

Rights.7 

 

4. The rule of law has a key role in addressing and preventing organized crime, 

corruption, human rights violations and it requires strong and efficient governance of 

the justice sector, as well as coordination with other United Nations offices and 

programmes. 8 

 

5. On 12-19 April 2015 the 13th UN Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal 

Justice took place in Doha, where the Member States  stated  that sustainable 

development and the rule of law are interlinked and affirmed their commitment to 

uphold the rule of law and to prevent crime in all its forms (armed conflicts, illegal 

acts, infractions, human rights violations including trafficking, exploitation etc.), at 

the local and international levels, to ensure that criminal justice systems are effective, 

fair and accountable, to provide access to justice for all, to build impartial and 

inclusive institutions at all levels, where everyone matters and everyone’s voice and 

                                                 
5 United Nations Economic and Social Council, Progress towards the Sustainable Development 

Goals, Report of the Secretary-General, E/2017/66*, 11 May 2017, available at: 

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/2017/66&Lang=E (accessed 17 August 

2018) 
6 United Nations General Assembly, Declaration of the high-level meeting of the General Assembly on 

the rule of law at the national and international levels, A/67/1, 30 November 2012, available at: 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/67/1 (accessed 22 August 2018) 
7 United Nations Economic and Social Council, The rule of law, crime prevention and criminal justice 

in the context of the Sustainable Development Goals, E/2018/17, 19 July 2018, available at: 

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E%2FRES%2F2018%2F17 (accessed 18 

August 2018) 
8 United Nations General Assembly, The rule of law, crime prevention and criminal justice in the 

United Nations development agenda beyond 2015, A/68/188, 11 February 2014, available at:  

http://undocs.org/A/RES/68/188 (accessed 24 August 2018) 

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/2017/66&Lang=E
http://undocs.org/A/RES/67/1
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E%252FRES%252F2018%252F17
http://undocs.org/A/RES/68/188
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opinion is being heard, and to uphold the principle of human dignity and the universal 

respect to the law, morality, all human rights and fundamental freedoms.9  

 

6. On 25 September 2015, 193 Member States agreed on a new agenda of Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), which came into force on 1 January 2016 and include 17 

goals to end up with poverty, protect our planet, and ensure prosperity for everyone. 

The states agreed on 169 targets and indicators to check the progress of the 

implementation of the goals. Every UN member state is expected to nationalize it’ for 

achieving the goals, reporting through voluntary national reviews (VNRs).10 These is 

a mechanism for the follow up and review of the implementation of the SDGs by a 

High-level Political Forum.11    

 

7. Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs) aim at coordinating the experience sharing 

process within the Member States, strengthening national policies and work of the 

governmental entities to support the implementation of the Agenda 2030. This are 

state-driven and are being done voluntary. States are presenting the work they have 

done for the implementation of the SDGs including the information on the integration 

of three dimensions of sustainable development: economic, social and 

environmental.12 Since 2016, 153 States have already presented their VNRs.13 This 

process is open, inclusive, participatory and transparent which encourage everyone to 

become part of international rule of law. 

 

8. For the current cycle of the high-level political forum under the auspices of the 

Economic and Social Council, the theme for 2019 shall be: Empowering people and 

ensuring inclusiveness and equality with these sets of Sustainable Development Goals 

to be reviewed in depth: Goals 4, 8, 10, 13 and 16.14 

 

                                                 
9 United Nations Thirteenth Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, Doha Declaration on 

Integrating Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice into the Wider United Nations Agenda to Address 
Social and Economic Challenges and to Promote the Rule of Law at the National and International 
Levels, and Public Participation, 12-19 April, 2015  available at: 

http://www.moj.go.jp/content/001160778.pdf  (accessed 17 August 2018) 
10 United Nations General Assembly, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, A/70/1, 21 October 2015, available at: http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/1 (accessed 24 

August 2018)  
11 United Nations High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development, available at: 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf (accessed 25 August 2018)  
12 Voluntary common reporting guidelines for voluntary national reviews at the high-level political 

forum for sustainable development (HLPF), 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/17346Updated_Voluntary_Guideli
nes.pdf (accessed 02 September 2018)  
13 Voluntary National Reviews Database, https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/vnrs/#keyword 

(accessed 04 September 2018) 
14 United Nations General Assembly, Follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development at the global level, A/70/299, 18 August 2016, available at:  

http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/299 (accessed 17 August 2018) 

http://www.moj.go.jp/content/001160778.pdf
http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/1
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/17346Updated_Voluntary_Guidelines.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/17346Updated_Voluntary_Guidelines.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/vnrs/#keyword
http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/299
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9. The Members States recognize the challenges countries in conflict and post-conflict 

situations face. They follow the principle of leaving no one behind, and believe that 

the high-level political forum (HLPF) will support with the follow-up and review of 

the developments regarding relevant United Nations conferences and activities. 15 

HLPF is the main UN platform on SDGs for the follow-ups and review. It was 

established in 2012 following the UN conference on Sustainable development 

(Rio+20), “The future we want” and takes place annually under the auspices of 

ECOSOC.  

 

10. The SDG global indicator framework was designed by the Inter-Agency and Expert 

Group on SDG Indicators (IAEG-SDGs) and agreed on at the 48th session of the 

United Nations Statistical Commission held in March 2017 and later adopted by the 

General Assembly on 6 July 2017 in the Resolution on Work of the Statistical 

Commission supporting to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development.16  

 

11. Along with other important indicators of the goal, it is important to mention the 

following ones that are in direct relation to the rule of law: 16.1 Significantly reduce 

all forms of violence and related death rates everywhere, 16.2 End abuse, 

exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence against and torture of children, 16.3 

Promote the rule of law at the national and international levels and ensure equal 

access to justice for all, 16.5 Substantially reduce corruption and bribery in all their 

forms, 16.6 Develop effective, accountable and transparent institutions at all levels, 

16.7 Ensure responsive, inclusive, participatory and representative decision-making at 

all levels, 16.B Promote and enforce non-discriminatory laws and policies for 

sustainable development.17  

 

12. The Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice (CCPCJ) is considered to 

be the principal policy making body of the United Nations in the field of crime 

prevention and criminal justice.18  It has been contributing to the commitments and 

policy developments of successive international development agendas. Its work has 

become more relevant and important, following the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development, giving Member States an effective, proven, consensus-

based forum to engage in discussions on gaps and lessons learned, thus providing a 

platform to improve the coherence of policy and to ensure that policy is based on the 

                                                 
15 Ibid 
16 United Nations General Assembly, Work of the Statistical Commission pertaining to the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development, A/71/313, 10 July 2017, available at: 

http://ggim.un.org/documents/A_RES_71_313.pdf (accessed 22 August 2018) 
17 United Nations, “Sustainable Development Goal #16”, available at: 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg16 (accessed 16 August 2018) 
18 United Nations Economic and Social Council, Enhancing the role of the Commission on Crime 

Prevention and Criminal Justice in contributing to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, E/CN.15/2018/L.4/Rev.2, 17 May 2018, available at: 

https://undocs.org/E/CN.15/2018/L.4/REV.2 (accessed 20 August 2018) 

https://undocs.org/A/RES/71/313
http://ggim.un.org/documents/A_RES_71_313.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg16
https://undocs.org/E/CN.15/2018/L.4/REV.2
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rule of law and integrity which positively influences outcomes across the 

development agenda. The 2030 Agenda also represents an opportunity for further 

cooperation and dialogue within the United Nations system in the areas that are within 

the remit of the Commission.19 

 

13. The CCPCJ implements the outcome of the congresses into concrete action through 

decisions and resolutions, many of which are recommended for adoption by the 

ECOSOC or, through the ECOSOC, by the General Assembly.20 The Commission on 

Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice will provide again substantive inputs to the 

2018 HLPF showcasing the intergovernmental bodies' contribution towards the 2030 

Agenda in general, and particularly for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

and respective targets that are substantial to their mandate, as requested by the 

President of ECOSOC.21 

 

14. The General Assembly approved the Doha Declaration as base for addressing the 

social-economic problems and support to the rule of law at all levels. The public 

participation was highlighted as one of the key element for success.22 The CCPCJ has 

undertaken a review of the implementation of the Doha Declaration by supporting the 

operational, legislative and policy-related work required by Member States to make 

progress towards, and successfully achieve, the crime prevention and criminal justice 

goals and targets contained in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  

 

15. The Member States stated in the Doha Declaration about their readiness to include a 

gender perspective into their criminal justice systems by designing and developing  

national strategies and plans to promote the versatile protection of women and girls 

from gender-related killing and other forms of violence, and to promote gender-

specific measures as an indivisible part of their policies on crime prevention, criminal 

justice and the treatment, rehabilitation and reintegration of women offenders into 

society.23 

 

                                                 
19 United Nations Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, available at: 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&type=30022&nr=656&menu=3
170 (accessed 21 August 2018) 
20 United Nations Office on Drug and Crime, 

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/commissions/CCPCJ/index.html?ref=menuside (accessed 04 

September 2018) 
21 United Nations Office on Drug and Crime, 

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/commissions/commissions-2030.html (accessed 04 September 

2018) 
22 United Nations General Assembly, Thirteenth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and 

Criminal Justice, A/70/174, 8 January 2016, available at: https://undocs.org/A/RES/70/174 

(accessed 23 August 2018) 
23 United Nations General Assembly, United Nations Rules for the Treatment of Women Prisoners 

and Non-custodial Measures for Women Offenders (the Bangkok Rules), A/65/229, 16 March 2012, 

available at: https://undocs.org/A/RES/65/229 (accessed 17 August 2018) 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&type=30022&nr=656&menu=3170
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&type=30022&nr=656&menu=3170
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/commissions/CCPCJ/index.html?ref=menuside
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/commissions/commissions-2030.html
https://undocs.org/A/RES/70/174
https://undocs.org/A/RES/65/229
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16. The Commission has added to its agenda a standing item under which the 

Commission discusses contributions to the work of the Council, as well as 

contributions to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development.24This is important step for the implementation of the development 

goals from the perspectives of the rule of law, crime prevention and human rights 

protection. 

 

17. The United Nations Congresses on crime prevention and criminal justice, as major 

intergovernmental forums, have influenced national policies and practices and 

promoted international cooperation in that field by facilitating the exchange of views 

and experience, mobilizing public opinion and recommending policy options at the 

national, regional and international levels.25 
 

18. The General Assembly asked the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal 

Justice to take steps for the preparations of the Fourteenth United Nations Congress 

that would have the theme “Advancing crime prevention, criminal justice and the rule 

of law: towards the achievement of the 2030 Agenda”,26 and appreciated the offer of 

the Government of Japan to host to the Fourteenth United Nations Congress on Crime 

Prevention and Criminal Justice, to be held in 2020.27 

 

19. In accordance with General Assembly resolution 56/119, the Fourteenth Congress 

shall open with a high-level segment, at which States will be represented at the 

highest possible level: by Heads of State or Government, Ministers or General 

Attorneys, and that representatives will make statements on the topics of the 

Congress.28This will help the States to share the experience and success stories, to 

discuss current challenges directly with each other without any motions and try to find 

common solutions and adoption to strengthen the rule of law and crime prevention 

strategies on local, regional and international levels. 

    

                                                 
24 United Nations Commission on Drugs and Crime, available at: 

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/commissions/commissions-2030.html (accessed 24 August 

2018) 
25 United Nations General Assembly, Follow-up to the Thirteenth United Nations Congress on Crime 

Prevention and Criminal Justice and preparations for the Fourteenth United Nations Congress on 
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, A/72/192, 23 January 2018, available at: 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/72/192 (accessed 24 August 2018) 
26 The discussion guide for the regional preparatory meetings for the Fourteenth Congress and for the 

Congress itself was reviewed and finalized by the Secretariat following the 27th session of the 
Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, taking into account the recommendations of 
the Commission during the Thirteen United Nations Congress, as well as additional comments and 
feedback from Member States. 
14th United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal justice, 
https://www.unodc.org/congress/en/about.html (accessed 29 August 2018) 
27 Ibid 
28 United Nations General Assembly, Role, function, periodicity and duration of the United Nations 

congresses on the prevention of crime and the treatment of offenders, A/56/119, 23 January 2002, 

available at: https://undocs.org/A/RES/56/119 (accessed 24 August 2018) 

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/commissions/commissions-2030.html
http://undocs.org/A/RES/72/192
https://www.unodc.org/congress/en/about.html
https://undocs.org/A/RES/56/119
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20. According to the paragraphs 29 and 30 of UN Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 

programme, the General Assembly decided to continue holding the United Nations 

congresses on crime prevention and criminal justice as an interactive, cost-effective 

and fruitful method. As intergovernmental actions, the forums have supported to the 

advancement of national policies and promoted international cooperation, the 

exchange of views and experience.29 

 

21. Member States agreed upon  the United Nations congresses on crime prevention and 

criminal justice to be held every five years and to support the exchange of views and 

experience between all stakeholders from various fields in research, law and policy 

development, and the recognition of the challenges regarding crime prevention and 

criminal justice.30 
 

22. Discrimination is a key driver of the social exclusion of indigenous persons and 

members of ethnic minorities. Many continue to face formal barriers to citizenship, 

voting and access to justice.31 Living in far rural area, they do not have proper access 

to education and health care system. For instance, 20% of indigenous women in the 

Plurinational State of Bolivia report experiencing discrimination when seeking health 

care at hospitals or health centres. Social movements have encourage the political 

representation of indigenous and ethnic minority groups, most frequently in the form 

of proportional representation in political bodies, reservations or quotas. However, 

such efforts have not always improved the responsiveness of Governments to the 

needs and views of indigenous or ethnic minority groups.32  

 

23. In the countries where corruption risks are high, respectively the crime actions and  

violations are raising. As a result of the global research the Transparency International 

revealed that every week at least one journalist is killed in a country with high 

corruption records.33 As a result of corruption, theft and tax evasion 1.26 trillion US 

dollars are being vast.34 

 

                                                 
29 United Nations General Assembly, Role, function, periodicity and duration of the United Nations 

congresses on the prevention of crime and the treatment of offenders, A/56/119, 23 January 2002, 

available at:  http://undocs.org/A/RES/56/119 (accessed 18 August 2018) 
30 United Nations General Assembly, Creation of an effective United Nations crime prevention and  

criminal justice programme, A/46/152, 18 December 1991, available at: 

http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/46/a46r152.htm (accessed 25 August 2018) 
31 2018 Report on World Social Situation, available at: 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/report-on-the-world-social-situation-rwss-social-
policy-and-development-division/2018-2.html (accessed 3 September 2018) 
32 Ibid 
33 Corruption Perceptions Index 2017, available at: 

https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/corruption_perceptions_index_2017 (accessed 2 

September 2018) 
34 United Nations Development Programme, Goal 16: Pease, justice and strong institutions, available 

at: http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-16-peace-justice-
and-strong-institutions.html (accessed 29 August 2018)  

http://undocs.org/A/RES/56/119
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/46/a46r152.htm
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/report-on-the-world-social-situation-rwss-social-policy-and-development-division/2018-2.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/report-on-the-world-social-situation-rwss-social-policy-and-development-division/2018-2.html
https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/corruption_perceptions_index_2017
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-16-peace-justice-and-strong-institutions.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-16-peace-justice-and-strong-institutions.html
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II. Challenges 

 
24. Cooperation with the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice: The 

Member States should value the work of the Commission on Crime Prevention and 

Criminal Justice to contribute to the implementation of the SDGs by Member States 

and assist in the review of the progress reports of the SDGs implementation related to 

the rule of law, crime prevention and justice, thus being open to cooperation for the 

adoption of the comments and suggestions from the Commission. 

 

25. Voluntary National Reviews: As stated above, the process of the follow-up review of 

the SDGs implementation is country-led, and already 153 countries have passed their 

reviews since 2016, some states consider Agenda 2030 as a development tool for the 

use of civil society and it is civil society who is responsible for the implementation of 

the goals.  

 

26. Gender equality, domestic violence: Even though different programmes and projects 

on gender equality, domestic violence are being implemented by the UN Agencies 

and other local and international civil society organizations, still 603 million women 

live in countries where domestic violence is not considered to be a crime.35 Despite 

the fact that many countries have adopted quota system, only in 46 countries women 

hold more than 30% of the legislative power.36   

Facts say that some characteristics of women (sexual orientation, disability status or 

ethnicity etc.), and some contextual factors (humanitarian crises, conflict and post-

conflict situations) may increase women’s vulnerability to violence.  In a survey of 

3,706 primary schoolchildren from Uganda, 24% of 11 to 14-year-old girls with 

disabilities reported sexual violence at school, compared to 12% of non-disabled girls. 

One of the most vulnerable issues continues to be the early marriage. Around 750 

million women and girls living in the world nowadays were married before 18. It is 

more common in West and Central Africa, where over 4 in 10 girls were married 

before 18, and about 1 in 7 were in relationship before 15. Child marriage often 

results in early pregnancy and social isolation, cut off education, limits the girl’s 

opportunities and increases her risk of experiencing domestic violence.37 

 

27. The Fourteenth United Nations Congress:  As Congress shall open with a high-level 

segment, at which States will be invited to be represented at the highest possible level, 

for example, by Heads of State or Government, Government ministers or attorneys 

general, and the representatives will be given an opportunity to make statements on 

                                                 
35 United Nations Development Programme, Goal 16: Pease, justice and strong institutions, available 

at: http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-16-peace-justice-
and-strong-institutions.html (accessed 29 August 2018)  
36 Ibid 
37 UN Women, Facts and figures: ending violence against women, available at:  

http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/facts-and-figures 

(accessed 12 September 2018) 

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-16-peace-justice-and-strong-institutions.html
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/sustainable-development-goals/goal-16-peace-justice-and-strong-institutions.html
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/facts-and-figures
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the topics of the Congress, the preparation work should be organized properly and in 

detailed manners to help the representatives be ready for the Congress. 

 

28. Anti-Corruption: Even though some Member States have adopted anti-corruption 

strategies in their national legislations, they are lack of outcomes in the 

implementation phase. This might happen as a result of inexperience of the field or 

unconsciousness of the facts as elements of crime act. The states should be open for 

the international dialogue and experience sharing for the betterment of the anti-

corruption situation in respective states.    

 

29. The inclusive societies: The world lacks of intercultural dialogue and participation in 

decision-making by indigenous peoples and ethnic minority communities on matters 

that affect them and not only, which could serve as the foundation for the design and 

implementation of social protection programmes.  

 

30. The knowledge and education on rule of law, crime prevention and criminal justice: 

Even though many educational projects are being implemented worldwide promoting 

the rule of law and the elements of participatory, inclusive, transparent and 

accountable governance, however rural areas are far from getting that information. 

Age-appropriate educational materials and programmes on topics related to crime 

prevention and criminal justice are missing from the curriculum of the secondary and 

high schools and colleges/universities.  

 

 

III. Future Priorites 

 
31. Improved quality work of the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice: 

the Commission must be involved and contribute to the implementation of the SDGs 

by Member States and assist in the review of the progress reports of the SDGs 

implementation  related to the rule of law, crime prevention and justice, should  

cooperate with other functional entities of the Economic and Social Council, and all 

relevant intergovernmental bodies and forums to support the quality implementation 

of the SDGs.  

 

32. Voluntary national reviews: All Member States should report on the implementation 

of SDG #16 in their voluntary national reviews to be presented in the High-level 

Political Forum on Sustainable Development in 2019 and share the information with 

the Commission during its twenty-eighth session, including in the context of the 

general debate. 

 

33. The Global Programme for the Implementation of the Doha Declaration: All Member 

States are invited to take part in the Global programme Towards a Culture of 

Lawfulness by Qatar, which  directly support the operational, legislative and policy-

related work required by Member States to make progress towards and successfully 



 

 

 

 

 

WFUNA International Model United Nations            E(WIMUN New York)/CN.15/2018/1 

11/18 

achieve the goals and targets contained in the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda. 

The global programme comprises four specific and interrelated components: 

strengthening judicial integrity and preventing corruption in justice systems; fostering 

prisoners’ rehabilitation and social integration; preventing youth crime through sports; 

developing age-appropriate educational materials and programmes on topics related to 

crime prevention and criminal justice. 38 

 

34. States should recognise the importance of criminal justice and prison reforms not only 

on the paper, but also in a practical manner for achieving the Agenda 2030 and 

include proper and valid information on progress in their Voluntary National 

Reviews.  

 

35. Development and implementation of the appropriate crime prevention policies, local 

and regional strategic plans: All Member States should work on this local and 

regional documents taking into account the interconnected factors contributing to 

armed conflicts, illegal acts, infractions, human rights violations including trafficking, 

exploitation etc. and to come up with that negative facts through core cooperation 

with all stakeholders: duty bearers, right holders, representatives from various sphere, 

including civil society.39 

 

36. Mainstream crime prevention strategies: All Member States should adopt this 

mainstreaming approach with a gender perspective aiming at integration of child- and 

youth-related issues into criminal justice reform efforts, recognizing the importance of 

protecting children from all forms of violence, exploitation and abuse,40  addressing 

all the fields of social and economic life, which means assessing risks and taking all 

necessary steps to avoid crime acts while carrying out development activities and thus 

promoting the implementation of the relevant Sustainable Development Goals, 

including Goals 3 to 5, 8 to 11, 16 and 17, which are crucial for the affirmation of the 

rule of law and criminal justice.41 

 

37. The adoption of comprehensive responses to violence against women: The Member 

States should adopt this approach in order to reduce probability of gender-related 

                                                 
38 United Nations Economic and Social Council, Follow-up to the Thirteenth United Nations Congress 

on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice and preparations for the Fourteenth United Nations 
Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Report of the Secretary-General, 
E/CN.15/2018/11*, 28 February 2018, available at: 

http://www.unodc.org/documents/commissions/CCPCJ/CCPCJ_Sessions/CCPCJ_27/ECN1
52018_11_e_V1801145.pdf (accessed 1 September 2018) 
39 United Nations Economic and Social Council, The rule of law, crime prevention and criminal justice 

in the context of the Sustainable Development Goals, E/2018/17, 19 July 2018, available at: 

http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E%2FRES%2F2018%2F17 (accessed 18 

August 2018) 
40 United Nations General Assembly, Strategies on the Elimination of Violence against Children in the 

Field of Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, A/69/194, 26 January 2015, available at: 

https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/content/ares69194 (accessed 24 August 2018) 
41 Ibid 

http://www.unodc.org/documents/commissions/CCPCJ/CCPCJ_Sessions/CCPCJ_27/ECN152018_11_e_V1801145.pdf
http://www.unodc.org/documents/commissions/CCPCJ/CCPCJ_Sessions/CCPCJ_27/ECN152018_11_e_V1801145.pdf
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E%252FRES%252F2018%252F17
https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/content/ares69194
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killing through early intervention and risk assessment, thus supporting the 

implementation of all relevant Sustainable Development Goals, including Goals 5 and 

16.42 

It is estimated that of all women who were the victims of homicide globally in 2012, 

almost half were killed by partners or family members. 

Around 140 countries have national laws and regulations on domestic violence, and 

144 on sexual harassment. However, this does not mean they are in line with 

international standards and are being implemented as required. 37 countries do not 

prosecute rape perpetrators if they are married to or marry the victim.43 

The relevant legislative framework should be developed and regulated to punish 

offenders and organizers of gender related killings and special tools should be 

developed to monitor the implementations of current laws and system. 

 

38. Involvement of private sector in the implementation of social inclusion programmes: 

Member States should encourage the private sector and take relevant steps for them to 

actively participate in social inclusion programmes, involve in their activities 

vulnerable citizens, including victims and those released from prison, etc. 44  The 

Member States could get an agreement with the private sector and provide them 

financial help for a period of time, pay the salary of the vulnerable citizens and 

victims who will get a job opportunity within the company.    

 

39. United Nations programmes, project and activities: All of the United Nations agencies 

and relevant entities, such as UNDP, UNHCR, UNICEF, IOM, UNODC etc., should 

also systematically take into account the various aspects of the rule of law in their 

programmes, projects and other activities related to crime prevention and criminal 

justice and to include in them all segments of the population, particularly women.45 

 

40. Bilateral support: Developed Member States are encouraged to provide assistance to 

countries emerging from conflict, if provided to increase their bilateral support in 

crime prevention and adoption of the criminal justice to those, where it is relevant.46  

 

41. Legal aid policies: The accessibility to effective and equal legal aid in criminal 

proceedings should be provided for everyone when necessary, through the 

development of national action plans and building capacities to provide and ensure 

                                                 
42 Ibid 
43 UN Women, Facts and figures: ending violence against women, available at:  

http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/facts-and-figures (accessed 
12 September 2018) 
44 Ibid 
45 United Nations General Assembly, Strengthening the rule of law and the reform of criminal justice 

institutions, particularly in the areas related to the United Nations system-wide approach to fighting 
transnational organized crime and drug trafficking, A/67/186, 12 March 2013, available at: 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/67/186 (accessed 23 August 2018) 
46 Ibid 

http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/facts-and-figures
http://undocs.org/A/RES/67/186
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access this aid in all matters and in all its forms, following the United Nations 

Principles and Guidelines on Access to Legal Aid in Criminal Justice Systems.47 

 

42. Anti-corruption strategies: Multidimensional efforts, such as educational, socio-

economic, legislation amendments, should be made in individual, institutional and 

public policy levels to prevent and counter corruption, and to take steps to provide 

transparent public administration and accountable criminal justice systems through 

periodic reporting and monitoring processes, in accordance with the United Nations 

Convention against Corruption.48 

 

43. The equality for everyone before the law: the equality before the law, including 

gender equality, for individuals from various background and spheres of life, 

including minority groups and indigenous people, government representatives, civil 

society and media is crucial for development of just criminal system and institutions. 

 

 

44. Quality education on the rule of law and criminal justice49: the education of the 

youngsters, aged above 15 is crucial in the prevention of crime and corruption acts 

and promotion and support of the rule of law and human rights. Thus, the safe 

accessible educational environment, where no discrimination elements will be found 

and it would be affordable for all layers of society, should be created and the relevant 

educational aspects should be included in the educational curriculums locally and 

internationally.   

 

45. Raising the importance of the role of legislative bodies:  legislative bodies are core 

actors in the field of promotion of the rule of law at the national level, thus continuous 

work should be initiated to build their capacities and to encourage to interact among 

the United Nations, national parliaments and the Inter-Parliamentary Union.50 

 

 

                                                 
47 United Nations General Assembly, United Nations Principles and Guidelines on Access to Legal 

Aid in Criminal Justice Systems, A/67/187, 28 March 2013, available at: 

https://undocs.org/A/Res/67/187 (accessed 25 August 2018) 
48 United Nations General Assembly, United Nations Convention Against Corruption, A/58/422,1 

December 2005, available at: 

https://treaties.un.org/pages/viewdetails.aspx?src=ind&mtdsg_no=xviii-
14&chapter=18&lang=en (accessed 23 August 2018)  
49 United Nations Thirteenth Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, Doha Declaration 

on Integrating Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice into the Wider United Nations Agenda to 
Address Social and Economic Challenges and to Promote the Rule of Law at the National and 
International Levels, and Public Participation, par. 7, 12-19 April, 2015  available at: 

http://www.moj.go.jp/content/001160778.pdf  (accessed 26 November 2018) 
 
50 United Nations General Assembly, Declaration of the high-level meeting of the General Assembly 

on the rule of law at the national and international levels, A/67/1, 30 November 2012, available at: 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/67/1 (accessed 22 August 2018) 

https://undocs.org/A/Res/67/187
https://treaties.un.org/pages/viewdetails.aspx?src=ind&mtdsg_no=xviii-14&chapter=18&lang=en
https://treaties.un.org/pages/viewdetails.aspx?src=ind&mtdsg_no=xviii-14&chapter=18&lang=en
http://www.moj.go.jp/content/001160778.pdf
http://undocs.org/A/RES/67/1
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