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* For ease of reading, Assemblies of God and Assemblies of God World Missions will be 
shortened to AG and AGWM, respectively, throughout this issue.

If a story is repeated enough times, people tend to believe it, whether true 
or not. One narrative I have often heard is that Latin America does not need 
missionaries. Nothing could be further from the truth! As I was reading this 
issue’s cover story on Uruguay, I found myself praying that God would call 
another wave of missionaries there. A secular nation with pain searing much of 
its history needs the Church. As you read the testimonies of Claudia and others, 
let them be a call to prayer for supernatural encounters to continue jarring the 
hearts of Uruguayans.

As well, please take to heart David Ellis’s call to prayer for the troubled nation of Venezuela.
If God is speaking to you about a life of missions in Latin America, connect with us at worldview@ag.org 

and we will get you in contact with the right people.

Andy Raatz
AGWM Communications director
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Uruguay: Beauty Born of Brokenness 
Described by some as a “missionary graveyard of Latin 
America,” Uruguay is moving from darkness to light.    
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— Northern Asia: Unreached people groups across Northern Asia 
have little or no access to the gospel. Priority 31 exists to plant 
communities of faith among them. 

— Ukraine: A nation in need of church planters. 
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Uruguay
B E A U T Y  B O R N  O F  B R O K E N N E S S
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eventeen-year-old Claudia Oggero lay on the 
road, bleeding. Swirling around her, she heard 
the voices of neighbors and friends she had 
known her entire life. “Who is this person? 

Does anyone recognize her or know where she lives?” 

Moments before, Claudia had been on her bicycle, 
peddling down the road to work. Suddenly, straight 
in front of her, was a truck. It slammed into Claudia, 
sending her flying from her bike and crushing her face. 

Somehow, despite the searing pain in her head and 
down her spine, Claudia managed to identify herself. An 
ambulance was called, but instead of letting her lie still, 
well-intentioned neighbors dragged Claudia by her arms 
back to her home. There her sister screamed in terror 
and her mother broke into hysterical tears.

“Please, just leave me alone,” Claudia slurred. “I want 
to pray.” ➝

S



Doctors had no explanation. 
   No broken bones could now be 
found anywhere in her body, and  
    her face was perfectly restored.

Uruguay
B E A U T Y  B O R N  O F  B R O K E N N E S S

Montevideo is characterized 
by stunning beaches and 
regal architecture.
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While Claudia was 
resting, alone in her 
room, she heard the 
voice of Jesus. She had 
accepted Him as Savior 
years ago when her fam-
ily, desperate for healing 
and financial provision, 
began attending a Pente-
costal church.

“Share testimonies 
about Me,” His voice 
said, “and in three days, 
I will heal you.”

Claudia believed the 
promise. 

She was rushed to the 
hospital, where doctors 
declared many bones 
in her back were bro-
ken. Even if she were to 
undergo multiple facial 
reconstruction surgeries, 
they told her, she would 
never be whole again. 
“No,” Claudia said. “I 
will be healed.” 

The next day, despite 
everyone’s protests, 
Claudia went to school, 
intent on telling every-
one of God’s promise to 
heal her. Some students 
openly wept when 
they saw her; others 
screamed in fear. The 
librarian fainted. 

Claudia returned to 
school again the next 
day. Her friend, whose 
father was a renowned 
plastic surgeon, tried 
to console her. “Don’t 
worry. My father can 
operate on you.” 

“No thank you,” 
Claudia replied firmly. 
“My Father will operate 
on me.” 

That afternoon when 
she got home, Claudia 

pled with the Lord. 
“Father, I know You 
will not embarrass your 
children. I will wait for 
You.”

She went into the 
bathroom to gently wash 
her injured face. Bend-
ing towards the water, 
Claudia was horrified 
to see clumps of bat-
tered flesh falling from 
her face into the sink. A 
sensation she describes 
as “ants rushing through 
her skin” seized her. She 
felt her mouth and nose 
begin to move and snap. 
Terrified, Claudia could 
not bring herself to look 
up at the mirror.

Finally, she raised her 
eyes to the glass. The 
face looking back at 
her — her face — was 
perfect, precise, whole.

Doctors had no ex-
planation. No broken 
bones could now be 
found anywhere in her 
body, and her face was 
perfectly restored. “Not 
even the best doctor in 
the world could have 
done this,” one surgeon 
stammered. “Not even 
on a newborn child have 
I seen skin so beautiful. 
Your God is real.” ➝

Claudia
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Uruguay, Claudia’s homeland, is a beautiful 
country. Bordered by Argentina and Brazil (see 
map on page 22), the small nation is crowned by 
the capital city of Montevideo. The mighty Río de 
la Plata meets the Atlantic Ocean along the city’s 
edge; Montevideo’s beaches, palm trees, exotic 
flowers, cacti and occasional Antarctic penguin set 
it apart from the world’s capital cities. The beaches 
are a source of great pride; special machines clean 
and groom the sand, combing it into swirling pat-
terns. The city only shines brighter at night, when 
Uruguay’s nocturnal culture kicks off with dinners 
served around 10 p.m.

In the historic beachside city of Colonia del 
Sacramento, east of the capital, every color seems 
brighter. Whimsy and beauty mingle at every turn, 
whether at the lighthouse, the 18th-century Portu-

guese fort, the antique 
cars lining cobbled 
streets, the hills dra-
matically overlooking 
the Río de la Plata, the 
open-air shops and ca-
fes, or the dizzying array 
of flowers and vegeta-
tion.

But Uruguay’s warm, 
sandy soil is blood-
soaked. Originally 
peopled by a warlike 
tribe called the Charrúa, 
it was colonized by the 
Spanish and Portuguese 
in the 1500s. 

Blood-Soaked Beauty
Three hundred years 
later, when Uruguay 
claimed its independence 
from Brazil and Argen-
tina, the Charrúa and 
two other native tribes, 
the Chaná and Guaraní, 
had shrunk to a total of 
only about 500 people 
because of constant 
warfare and the intro-
duction of European 
diseases. 

On April 11, 1831, 
Uruguayan President 
Fructuoso Rivera gath-
ered the indigenous peo-
ples together under the 
guise of rewarding them 
for their aid in winning 
independence. He sup-
plied heavy amounts of 
alcohol, and once the 
native men were drunk, 
ordered every single 
one slaughtered by the 
Uruguayan army. The 
genocide is called the 
Massacre of Salsipuedes, 

literally translated, “Get 
out if you can.”

The remaining Char-
rúa women and children 
were pressed into slav-
ery, and by 1840 only 18 
of them were left alive. 

Today, Uruguay is the 
only Latin American 
nation known to have 
no indigenous influ-
ence or population. José 
Gervasio Artigas Arnal, 
who was posthumously 
named the Father of 
Uruguay, was hated dur-
ing his life (1764-1850) 
and spent more time in 
exile than at home in 
Uruguay. 

Marred by bloodshed 
and sin, beautiful Uru-
guay is desperately in 
need of a Healer. ➝



Marred by bloodshed and sin, 
      beautiful Uruguay is 
  desperately in need of a Healer.

Uruguay
B E A U T Y  B O R N  O F  B R O K E N N E S S
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Left Statue of “The Father of Uruguay”
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Uruguay
B E A U T Y  B O R N  O F  B R O K E N N E S S

A poll among children 
    found that the 
  most desired career upon 
     growing up is to 
  be a drug dealer.

Bob and Jennifer Frith
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“Modern Uruguay is a melt-
ing pot of European immigrants 
from nations like Italy, Spain, 
Germany, Poland and Russia,” 
say veteran AGWM missionaries 
Bob and Jennifer Frith. “During 
the last century, many of those 
immigrants arrived as political 
refugees. This means that many 
of the statistics regarding Chris-
tianity in Europe are mirrored 
in Uruguay. Only 3 to 5 percent 
of Uruguayans are evangelical 
Christians. About 3 percent of 
Montevideo’s population attends 
Catholic mass regularly, but it 
has no measurable effect on their 
lifestyle. Most Uruguayans pro-
fess to be atheists or agnostics.”

Uruguay — a self-declared 
socialist state — embraces secu-
larism to an extent that distin-
guishes it from the rest of Latin 
America. Prostitution, marijuana, 
abortion and same-sex marriage 
have all been legalized. Uruguay 
has one of the highest suicide 
rates on the continent, with an 
extremely high index of adoles-
cent suicide. The divorce rate is 
estimated to be 70 percent or 
higher. “Tolerance” and “inclu-
sivity” are prized above all, and 
African occult religions are seep-
ing in by way of Brazil.

Education is also highly prized 
in Uruguay, which boasts literacy 
rates equal to those of the United 
States. Yet any kind of Christian 
witness is forbidden in schools, 
and from a young age children 
are taught that it is scientifically 

impossible for God to exist.

Since the 1980s, Uruguay has 
been known as the missionary 
graveyard of Latin America.

“When God is taken out of a 
culture and society, the result is 
tragic,” states Jennifer. “When 
we first came here in 1991, Uru-
guay was completely safe. We did 
not worry if our young daughters 
stayed out all hours of the night 
with the church youth group. 
Then a young girl was murdered, 
and the country was so shocked 
that the story was front-page 
news for three months.”

In the last five or six years, vio-
lent crime in Uruguay has steeply 
risen due to a huge influx of drug 
activity. The use of pasta base, a 

paste leftover after manufactur-
ing cocaine, has become rampant. 
The paste is notoriously strong 
and addictive; one use can po-
tentially scrub the brain. A poll 
among children found that the 
most desired career upon grow-
ing up is to be a drug dealer. 

Jennifer was knocked down 
and robbed while standing in 
their front yard, and the Friths’ 
home has been burgled more 
than once. AGWM missionaries 
and church planters Steve and Jill 
McCarthy, who arrived to serve 
Uruguay in 2011, had their front 
door axed in and their belong-
ings stolen their very first month 
in-country.

“We knew who did it,” Steve 
remembers. “It was some neigh-
bor boys, all under the age of 18. 
There are few repercussions in 
Uruguay for minors who commit 
crimes. But God kept prompting 
us to forgive them and to reach 
out and witness to them. Al-
though we didn’t always want to, 
God kept challenging us to do it.”

For the next year, Steve 
continued reaching out to the 
robbers. He played soccer with 
them and gradually earned their 
trust. Many months later, when 
preaching at Uruguay’s Teen 
Challenge Center, Steve was ap-
proached by a vaguely familiar 
looking young man — one of 
the robbers. He had accepted 
Jesus and enrolled himself in 
Teen Challenge to break free of 
his drug addiction. ➝

When God Is Removed
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“That guy stole my 
soccer gear, my wife’s 
jewelry and every pair 
of shoes I owned,” Steve 
says. “Because of that 
burglary and others 
we’ve had since, it was 
easy to struggle with fear. 
We even wondered if 
we misheard God about 
coming to Uruguay. But 
daily we read Scriptures 
that dealt with fear and 
trusting the Lord. He 
brought us peace and 
began to work in our 
hearts. Not only did 
this young man come to 
know Christ, but we also 
had an opportunity to 
enter his home and share 
with his entire family. It’s 
amazing how God can 
use difficult moments 
of our lives to open the 
door for others to experi-
ence His love and grace.”

“Montevideo is full 
of fear and insecurity,” 
Jennifer concludes. “But 
as a result of violence, 
people are more open 
to acknowledging their 
need for God. They want 
someone to look out for 

them, to defend and pro-
tect them. All that they 
need, God is.” 

Bob and Jennifer 
Frith believe that a deep 
distrust of organized reli-
gion pervades Uruguayan 
society. In a conversa-
tion, they explain, just 
the mention of being 
part of a church of any 
denomination can turn 
an open, friendly person 
into someone reserved 
and distant. 

“Humanism and self-
sufficiency are number-
one problems here,” Bob 
says. “So many view 
Christianity as a crutch 
and a sign of weak-
ness — a lack of faith in 
oneself. The word church 
has a bad connotation. 
The need in Uruguay is 
great, but the Lord is 
blessing our work and 
lives are being trans-
formed by the power of 
His Spirit. People who 
are hurting, afraid and 
living with a sense of 

Endeavors

hopelessness are increasingly re-
ceptive to the life, peace and hope 
only found in relationship with 
Jesus Christ.”

In 1996, the Friths planted Cor-
don Christian Center in Montevi-
deo and served as its pastors for 
the next nine years. Although it 
was a tremendous challenge in its 
beginning years, Cordon Christian 
Center is now one of the strongest 
churches in Uruguay.

For the past 12 years, they have pastored Abun-
dant Life, a church they pioneered in their living 
room that is now located in the heart of Montevideo. 
Due to the extremely high cost of real estate, Abun-
dant Life has always met in rented facilities and has 
moved several times.

“We hope to see Abundant Life continue to grow 
and fulfill its purpose in reaching and ministering to 
Uruguayans throughout Montevideo,” Bob says. 
“To that end, almost all of our church ministries 
are focused on evangelism. From ladies’ teas, 
to ministry to couples, to children’s 
outreaches, to our youth teams visit-
ing parks and plazas, we are com-
mitted to telling the good 
news of Jesus to all 
Uruguayans.”➝



Uruguay
B E A U T Y  B O R N  O F  B R O K E N N E S S
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“People who are hurting, 
   afraid and living with a 
  sense of hopelessness are 
increasingly receptive to the 
     life, peace and hope only 
   found in relationship 
 with Jesus Christ.” — Bob Frith

Left Uruguayans who have 
accepted Jesus often find relief 
from fear that grips their nation. 
Bottom Left Abundant Life 
church in Montevideo



Bob and Jennifer have also heavily invested in 
literature distribution, delivering over 35,000 packets 
of evangelistic literature to homes across the area. 
Bob composed each piece himself, to suit the unique 
spiritual needs in Uruguay, and the printing was paid 
for by the Mississippi (the Friths’ home AG district) 
Light for the Lost. In 2016, they distributed 5,000 
packets. Though response to the literature varies, 
some remarkable salvations have come about because 
of it, including a colonel in the Uruguayan air force, 
who after a miraculous healing shared his newfound 
faith with over 600 men serving under him. 

“We are very thankful for the doors of ministry 
the Lord has opened for us to further the work of 
the Assemblies of God in Uruguay,” Jennifer says. 
“Several years ago, the credentialed ministers in the 
Montevideo District of the Uruguayan Assemblies of 
God elected Bob as their presbyter. He was elected as 
a ministerial peer, not because of his being a mis-
sionary. This has given him a sphere of influence that 
was not sought nor expected. The Lord is using him 
to minister to pastors and churches in our district 
and giving him the opportunity to bless the national 
work in tremendous ways. One of Bob’s desires is to 
nurture and enable a new generation of Uruguayan 
pastors and leaders.”

The Assemblies of God in Uruguay has been very 
involved in sending out Uruguayan missionaries 
around the world. However, the first missionaries had 
no access to training or preparation. A tremendous 
interest concerning missions continued to develop, 

and in 2015, the Uru-
guayan Assemblies of 
God Department of 
Missions asked Jennifer 
to develop a School of 
Missions that would 
meet the need to educate 
and promote missions in 
the local church, as well 
as provide preparation 
for those who are called 
to missionary service in 
other lands.

“This challenge has 
been extremely reward-
ing!” she says. “I am 
working with several 
Uruguayans in the devel-
opment of this school, 
and we currently have 
over 100 people who are 
enrolled. I believe this is 
an opportunity the Lord 
has given to expand 
our scope of ministry 
to countries where we 
could never go, but 
where Uruguayans are 
going and having fruitful 
ministry.” ➝

B E A U T Y  B O R N  O F  B R O K E N N E S S

Uruguay



The Assemblies of God in Uruguay 
       has been very involved in 
   sending out Uruguayan 
        missionaries around the world.
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Left Pastor Eduardo Morales 
leads a thriving congregation 
in a notoriously unsafe part of 
Montevideo.



B E A U T Y  B O R N  O F  B R O K E N N E S S

Uruguay
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Steve and Jill McCar-
thy, who are a part of the 
national leadership team 
for Uruguay’s church 
planting movement, share 
the Friths’ concern for and 
involvement in the Uru-
guayan church’s increasing 
interest in missions. 

“Uruguayan mission-
aries are being called to 
parts of Asia, the Middle 
East, and North Africa 
where it’s more difficult 
for anyone with a North 
American passport to 
go,” Steve says. “Latin 
America truly is becoming 
a sending continent. How-
ever, the work here is not 
done. In just five years, 50 
percent of AGWM mis-
sionaries in Latin America 
will be retirement age. 

What happens then? We 
must preserve and perpet-
uate the incredible work 
that has been done here. 
We need new people with 
the call of God to come to 
Latin America, to come to 
Uruguay.”

The McCarthys were 
both in their 20s when 
they arrived in 2011. De-
spite their age, Steve and 
Jill came to Uruguay as 
fully appointed missionar-
ies rather than as mission-
ary associates. Even with 
that endorsement, they 
intentionally sought out 
veteran missionaries to 
serve as their mentors. 

“They were terrific,” 
Steve says. “They in-
troduced us to contacts 

they’d had for over 
20 years. Our associa-
tion with them gave us 
credibility and helped us 
build a trust with Uru-
guayan believers that 
would otherwise never 
have been possible. They 
also gave us solid long-
term financial advice and 
advice about how to help 
our two sons grow up 
with a sense of belonging 
and anchoring amid our 
missionary lifestyle.”

Today Steve and Jill 
train and mentor new 
church planters, traveling 
from church to church 
around the country. To 
date, there are 124 AG 
churches in Uruguay, 
with 45 more “churches 
in formation” — fledg-
ling churches that do 
not yet meet the require-
ments for General Coun-
cil affiliation (having 
more than 20 members, 
for example).

Steve is also involved 
in sports evangelism (an 
exciting outreach tool 
due to Uruguayans’ pas-
sionate love for soccer) 
and takes part in men’s 
groups attended by 
many soccer players and 

coaches (and the occa-
sional girlfriend or wife).

“Uruguayans have to 
know they can trust you,” 
Steve emphasizes. “Af-
ter learning that we are 
Christians, they ask a lot 
of questions and watch 
us intently to see if our 
lives measure up. It can be 
very hard to make friends 
here, but once granted 
access to their circle, 
Uruguayans are the 
most loyal friends 
you could ever 
hope for.” ➝

Steve and Jill McCarthy family

Left to Right Steve and Jill visit 
churches across Uruguay to minister 
and teach.



There are 124 AG churches in Uruguay, 
       with 45 more churches in formation.

Uruguay
B E A U T Y  B O R N  O F  B R O K E N N E S S
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He is the God whose light is driving 
       back the darkness. He is the God 
     who is bringing beauty from 
          Uruguay’s bloodstained beaches.

20  agwm.com

B E A U T Y  B O R N  O F  B R O K E N N E S S

Uruguay

To view more photography of Uruguay, go to agwm.com/wvphotos.
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Uruguay’s extraor-
dinary natural beauty 
is marred by violence, 
insecurity and wide-
spread disbelief, but God 
is at work in the nation. 
Against a backdrop 
of spiritual darkness, 
His works shine all the 
brighter and come as a 
breath of fresh, vibrant 
air in an otherwise suf-
focating environment.

“There is a spiritual 
heaviness here,” Jill says. 
“At times, it feels like 
we’re trying to swim 
against the current. Even 
believers and leaders 
struggle with depression, 

but we know God can break that stronghold. We be-
lieve good things are in store for Uruguay, and we’ve 
already begun to see it happen.”

Faced with spiritual oppression, violence, loneliness 
and more, missionaries and national leaders in Uru-
guay need the prayers of fellow believers. Pablo Garcia 
and Claudia Oggero are two such leaders who recog-
nize the vital importance of prayer support.

Claudia’s story did not end with the miraculous 
healing of her face at age 17. She went on to Bible 
school, where she experienced more of God’s pro-
phetic and miraculous work in her life. She met and 
married Pablo (maiden names are retained in Uru-
guay), and together they pastor a small AG church 
— the Center of Faith — which meets in a cement 
building on a small, scruffy plot of land. 

“Little by little we are restoring our property and 
our church is growing,” Claudia says, “but from the 
very day we came here, we 
could see the clash between 
light and darkness.”

Directly across the street 
from the tiny church, a re-
cently opened meeting hall 
can be rented for banquets 
and public events. “That 
party store is a front for 
the largest drug ring in our 
area,” Claudia explains.

Yet, she and Pablo con-
tinue in their ministry, un-
afraid. The God who com-
pletely and miraculously 
healed her is the God 
who protects them, their 
home and their church. 
He is the God who called 
and sustains the Friths 
and the McCarthys, and 
who will call and sustain 
more like them. He is the 
God whose light is driving 
back the darkness. He is 
the God who is bringing 
beauty from Uruguay’s 
bloodstained beaches. He 
is the God whose blood 
covers all. 

Kristel Ortiz
AGWM Communications writer

The miraculous story of 
Claudia’s healing provides 
perfect imagery for our 
prayer for spiritual healing 
in Uruguay. There is deep 
brokenness and lostness 
within this physically 
beautiful nation, and 
nothing can heal that 
brokenness but God.

• Praise God for the 
amazing missions work 
He is making possible 
and for the churches 
that are reaching out 
to communities across 
Uruguay.

• Faithfully intercede 
for the needs that 
characterize the country. 
There is still so much 
more God wants to 
accomplish in Uruguay.

• Explore how you can 
connect with AGWM 
missionaries your church 
supports. Let us know at 
worldview@agwm.com 
how God is giving you a 
heart for the lost, whether 
in your community, in 
Uruguay, or in another 
nation.

Where Light and
       Darkness Clash

YOUR MOVE >>>

To view more photography of Uruguay, go to agwm.com/wvphotos.
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URUGUAY

MAJOR EVENTS
1500s: 
Colonized by the Spanish and 
Portuguese.

1726 
Montevideo established as a Spanish 
military stronghold.

1821 
Declared independence from Argentina 
and Brazil.

1828 
Chaná and Guaraní tribes shrunk to 500 
people due to constant warfare and 
introduction of European diseases.

1831 
Massacre of Salsipuedes (genocide of all 
Charrúa males)

1840 
Only 18 indigenous Charrúa women and 
children left alive.

1985 
Military dictatorship ends. BRAZIL

PARAGUAY

ARGENTINA

CHILE

ECUADOR

COLOMBIA

VENEZUELA

GUYANA

BOLIVIA

PERU

PACIFIC
OCEAN

ATLANTIC
OCEAN
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UruguayA T  A  G L A N C E

STATS
POPULATION: 3,457,000  (2017)

OFFICIAL NAME: ORIENTAL REPUBLIC OF URUGUAY

CAPITAL: MONTEVIDEO

ETHNICITY: 
WHITE (88 PERCENT), MESTIZO (8 PERCENT), BLACK (4 PERCENT)

LITERACY: 98 PERCENT

URUGUAY FIRSTS

URUGUAY ONLYS
ATLANTIC
OCEAN

- Only country to keep track of 100 
percent of its cattle.

- Only Latin American country with no 
indigenous population.

- Only Olympic gold medals were won 
in 1924 and 1928 (soccer/football).

- First to legalize marijuana trade.

- First to provide every student with 
a free laptop and free Wi-Fi. 



- Considered one of the least religious Latin 
American countries and has no official 
religion.

- Separation of church and state has been 
official policy since the 20th century, and 
religious holidays have been renamed. 
For example, Holy Week is referred to as 
“Tourism Week,” and Christmas Day is 
referred to as “Family Day.”

- Has one of the highest suicide rates of Latin 
American countries.

- 2 percent of Uruguayans regularly attend 
Catholic mass.

- 3-5 percent of Uruguayans are evangelical 
Christians; most Uruguayans profess 
atheism or agnosticism.

- The Uruguay Assemblies of God has 124 
churches and 45 churches in formation.

UruguayA T  A  G L A N C E

URUGUAY
MONTEVIDEO

Lago Artificial de
Rincón de Bonete

Uruguayans are, or are descended from, 
European immigrants, many of whom 
arrived in-country as political refugees.

The only Latin American nation 
known to have no indigenous 
influence or population; Amerindians 
are practically nonexistent.  

One of Uruguay’s most 
historic cities is crowned by an 
18th-century Portuguese fort.

Nearly half the country’s population 
lives in and around the capital city of 
Montevideo.

URUGUAY AND 
CHRISTIANITY
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URGENT!
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“We are celebrating the completion of the first year of the Africa’s Hope 
‘Living the Truth’ discipleship curriculum in Kenyarwanda (heart language of 
Rwanda). We so appreciate the partnership with the Rwanda AG and with 
missionaries David and Rhonda Cramer! Seven years of translated materials 
underway and years 2 and 3 to be completed this year.”

 — John Easter, Strategic Leader for Training

AFRICA

“We’ve had several short-term teams over the last few months minister at Happy 
Horizons Children’s Ranch,” say AGWM missionaries John and Kelli Williford. “It’s 
amazing to see how the Lord uses each person in a unique way.” Pray for teams 
scheduled to minister at HHCR the rest of the year, and learn more about other 
short-term missions opportunities at WideOpenMissions.org

ASIA PACIFIC 

Kataragama is a village in the “deep south” of Sri Lanka, where Buddhism 
is strongest. It is here that many Buddhist and dark rituals are performed, from 
blessings to curses. Today, pray for Kataragama, which has very little gospel ac-
cess, and pray God would send Sri Lankan believers to live in the area, sharing 
the good news. “The people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those 
living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.” (Matthew 4:16)

— Pray4SriLanka initiative

EURASIA

Pray for a church revitalization project in Wales coordinated by AGWM mis-
sionaries Ryan and Angela McCullough and the AG church in Bridgend. “Revital-
izing churches that need to change in order to move forward isn’t easy work, but 
it’s absolutely needed here in Wales,” the McCulloughs say. “It’s probably the 
greatest need we can think of in this country. There just are not enough workers, 
pastors, or leaders to handle the amount of churches that are struggling to stay 
alive and open.”

EUROPE

Steve and Linda Long, AGWM missionaries serving with Global University, 
report that more than 7,000 people gave their lives to Christ through the 
ministry of Global students in the first three months of 2017. “We now have 
recorded since 1970, 2,349,707 reported conversions through the ministry 
of Global University,” the Longs note.

INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES

Randy and Linda Lindsey report a growing receptivity to the gospel among the 
deaf in Mexico. Deaf attendees at the deaf church the Lindseys planted in Mexico 
City regularly accept Jesus as Savior. “Mexico has 11 other cities with populations 
over 1 million,” the Lindseys say. “The deaf in those cities are still waiting to ‘hear’ 
how they can receive eternal life.”

LATIN AMERICA CARRIBBEAN

The Buriat people can be found in China’s Inner Mongolia, where the na-
tions of China, Russia and Mongolia meet. Because they are geographically 
isolated, they have long been prevented from hearing the message of Christ. 
Pray for open doors into this region!

NORTHERN ASIA

FIELD NOTES
Regional social media updates

For daily updates, follow “Assemblies 
of God World Missions” on Facebook.



VENEZUELA
URGENT!

In the wake of government instability, a devastated economy 
(partly due to the falling price of oil), and deep shortages of 
essentials during the past several years, social unrest in Venezuela 
has remained at dangerous levels. The nation is in turmoil. 

 Our AGWM Venezuela missionary team, after taking all available 
precautions within the country, finally had to be withdrawn. This is 
a last resort for AGWM leadership, and is always heartbreaking for 
all the missionaries involved. They are praying that God will soon 
open doors for their return, and I ask you to pray with them for that 
miracle.

 Venezuelans of all social strata are desperate during this 
humanitarian crisis. Those left behind face chronic scarcities of 
food and medicine, spiraling murder rates, galloping inflation, and 
declining personal freedoms. Venezuela needs faithful intercessors.

 As well, please pray strategically that 180,000 Assemblies of 
God believers and nearly 1,500 AG churches in Venezuela would 
be lights for the gospel and sources of renewed hope. The national 
Assemblies of God continues to respond to desperate spiritual 
and physical needs. We have been able to send in pallets of food 
and other relief supplies.

 The Venezuela AG continues to be a light not only in their 
nation but in the world. Despite all hardships, some 83 Venezuelan 
missionaries are supported by their national church and are 
ministering overseas.

 Venezuela needs a powerful touch from God!

 David Ellis
AGWM Latin America Caribbean regional director
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grew up on a Missouri farm, 
quickly internalizing the Bible’s vivid 
allusions to spiritual harvest. Patsy 
and I married in 1966 and pastored 
two Missouri churches for 10 years. 
Our first harvests were local. But God 
had a plan that would take us to the 
other side of the world.

In 1978 I was elected youth direc-
tor for the Southern Missouri Dis-
trict. Patsy and I led numbers of AIM 
teams on short-term missions trips. 
The Lord spoke to us about full-time 
missions through a popular song of 
that era, “Go.” “Go in the name of 
Jesus,” went the chorus. “Go and 
take the good news…” The word 
“go” gripped us. We applied for mis-
sionary service in 1983. The next year 
we were in the Philippines.

God opened doors across those 
islands. When followers of Christ go 
in obedience to His leading, God is 
already at work on the other side. 
“Prepares Dios ang daan,” a Tagalog 
saying among Philippine believers, is 
best translated as “God prepares the 
way.”

We partnered with evangelistic 
teams in remote areas planting 
churches. Often, a medical team 
ministered with us. Over the years, 
those outreaches resulted in 10 
church plants and other satellite 
groups. We witnessed miracles; 
people were healed.

At every turn, Patsy and I were 
reminded we had gone at the right 
time and God had prepared people 
and the harvest. That truth became 
clearer in 1998 as we returned to the 
United States and I began serving as 
Asia Pacific regional director. God 
did amazing things across the region, 
especially during crises.

Jeff Hartensveld is the newly ap-
pointed AGWM Asia Pacific re-
gional director. Previously Jeff and 
Liz were strategic church planting 
missionaries in Indonesia. One of 
my many times with Jeff occurred in 
early 2005 in the Aceh Province. A 
massive tsunami had killed about a 
quarter-million people in 14 Indian 
Ocean nations.

‘Prepares Dios 
Ang Daan’

I

By Russ Turney

{God prepares the way.}
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In 2012, I wrote my 
dissertation, Leave a Leg-
acy: Increasing Mission-
ary Longevity. I believe a 
key to preserving a heart 
for missions is to recog-
nize God’s faithfulness 
in preparing His harvest. 
It is God who makes 
possible church plants, 
compassion ministry and 
Scripture distribution, 
who helps us overcome 
every obstacle as we 
spend ourselves for Him.

We are thankful that 
our own family’s mission-
ary and ministry legacy 
continues. Our three 
children are in full-time 
Kingdom service. Mark 
and Victoria Turney con-
tinue 25 years of ministry 
in Africa; Nathan and 
Lisa Turney have served 
20 years with AGWM 
and direct Asia’s Little 
Ones; Rebekah and Da-
vid Crosby have pio-
neered and continue to 
lead a church in Pennsyl-
vania that saw hundreds 
pray to accept Christ this 
past Easter.

God faithfully prepared 
the way for Patsy and me 
throughout our ministry. 
We know He will con-
tinue to do so in the years 
that remain for us, and 
that He will continue to 
bless AGWM’s wonderful 
Asia Pacific team.

With Asia’s Little Ones, Convoy of Hope and gen-
erous donors, AGWM helped put 30,000 students 
back in school, supplying teachers with materials 
and students with shoes and clothes. We helped 
rebuild 70 buildings — not just churches, but com-
munity buildings and even a police station. The two-
year relief effort brought wonderful results. Muslims 
said to us, “You Christians are different from what 
we thought Christians were like.”

When Typhoon Haiyan brought the highest loss of 
life in Philippine history (at least 6,300 died in that 
2013 storm), we responded with organized relief 
and compassion ministry. We rebuilt about 100 
churches in the hardest-hit region. Those churches 
doubled, tripled and even quadrupled in attendance 
as people saw the compassion of Christ in action.

Disasters are not the only catalyst for God’s 
work. AGWM missionaries Ty and Cina Silva were 
directors of youth ministries in the Philippines as 
we were returning to the U.S. In the late 1990s, the 
Philippine education system allowed us to put Scrip-
tures in schools. The Silvas headed up a Book of 
Hope distribution to 25,000 students at Pasig High 
School, the nation’s largest high school. Eventu-
ally, 8 million Philippine students received Scripture 

portions. Explosive church growth 
resulted as young people began to 
evangelize not only their schools but 
their communities. That ministry 
model was reproduced in Thailand, 
Japan and other nations.

It has been our privilege to work 
with a wonderful group of area direc-
tors, ministry leaders, great mission-
aries and exceptional leaders within 
AGWM. We see the day coming when 
the Church is planted among the un-
reached and the gospel has impacted 
those who have not yet heard.

“Prepares Dios ang daan!” “God 
prepares the way!” He does so as we 
step forward in sacrificial obedience. 
Our Asia Pacific missionary team lives 
out the truth of Isaiah 58:10. We are 
committed to “spending ourselves” 
for the cause of Christ.

“You Christians are different 
from what we thought Christians 
were like.”

Below Russ and Patsy Turney

Russ Turney
AGWM Asia Pacific regional 

director — 1998 to 2017
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WAYLAID:    HOW TWO BANDITS   MET CHRIST
WAYLAID:         HOW TWO BANDITS MET CHRIST  

BY KRISTEL ORTIZ  
AS TOLD BY MARY BALLENGER

...
...
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WAYLAID:       HOW TWO BANDITS MET CHRIST



John Walada, a graduate of the West 
Africa Advanced School of Theology in 
Lomé, Togo, and a Togolese missionary 
to Chad, was on his way home from 
three weeks of teaching at a Bible school 
in Cameroon when the roadside bandits 
accosted him. 

As he took in the scenario in front of 
his car, John’s mind raced through pos-
sible escape plans. Should he step on the 
gas and try to swerve around the two 
gunmen? The faces of his wife and two 
children played before his eyes. Would 
he make it home to see them again?

Then John’s fear began to subside. 
God impressed on him that he was 
to speak to the men. He obediently 
brought the vehicle to a stop and rolled 
down his window. Two angry, hate-
filled faces lowered themselves to John’s 
level and locked eyes with him. 

“Take us to the next town,” one of 
the men growled. He flung open the car 
door and took the seat beside John. The 
other bandit climbed into the backseat. 
Both men sat poised, clutching their 
weapons. 

John glanced between the road and 
his rearview mirror, watching the man 
sitting directly behind him. He handed 
each of his hijackers small tracts about 

Jesus. Silence reigned in the car as the 
men read. 

“Have you heard of the man Jesus?” 
John asked.

One bandit had heard the name a 
handful of times; the other never had. 
Boldly, John began telling the men about 
Jesus Christ — Savior of the world and 
forgiver of all sins. “Do you want him 
to be your Savior?” he asked.

Immediately the man beside John 
responded, “I want to know this Jesus 
you have talked about.” The man in the 
backseat confessed that he wanted to 
know Jesus as well. 

John stopped the car and all three 
men climbed out. The repentant crimi-
nals knelt in the middle of the road, 
and John put his hands on them as they 
prayed together. The men gave their 
hearts to Christ, and the unlikely trio 
then resumed their journey. 

As they approached the next village, 
John gave the men directions to the lo-
cal church and the name of its pastor. 

Today, both of the former bandits 
continue to serve Jesus Christ, who 
through His bold servant John Walada, 
waylaid them and ransomed their hearts 
on that dark road one night. 

Kristel Ortiz
AGWM 
Communications 
writer

On a dark, wooded stretch of road 
between the central African nations of 
Chad and northern Cameroon, John 
Walada knew he was in trouble when 
two men carrying rifles stepped out of 

the shadows in front of his car. 
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UNSUNG HERO

“Give a year, pray about a 
lifetime” has been put into ac-
tion by participants at four World 
Missions Summits, gatherings 
of missions-minded college and 
university students jointly spon-
sored by Assemblies of God 
World Missions and Chi Alpha 
(see the January 2017 WorldView). 
The slogan is relatively new, but its 
heart extends back for decades. 
Eddie Ogan answered that call 56 
years ago at a Women’s Mission-
ary Council retreat at Northwest 
College (now Northwest Univer-
sity) in Kirkland, Washington. 

From 1961 to 1979, Eddie sent 
letters to the missionaries her 
church, Calvary Temple in Auburn, 
Washington, supported. About 
eight times each year she shared 
her life through the written word 
and wrote out her prayers for 
missionaries around the world, 
signing her letters “Aunt Eddie.” 
On her manual typewriter she pre-
pared a stencil which the church 
printed and mailed on her behalf.

When the accommodating 
church secretary retired, her prag-
matic replacement instructed Aunt 
Eddie to take the letter to a local 
printer and do the mailing on her 

own. Unable to finance the proj-
ect, Eddie was left with no choice 
but to stop writing, and she cried 
for a week. Writing to missionaries 
was her ministry gift, and she felt 
she was reneging on God. 

Missionaries missed Aunt Ed-
die’s inspirational letters, and 
one by one questioned the new 
Calvary Temple pastor about 
their absence. He didn’t have an 
answer because he came when 
the new secretary did and was 
unaware of the change. As soon 
as he heard of the omission, the 
letter-writing ministry was rein-
stated, and Aunt Eddie was back 
at her typewriter. With new friend 
and ministry partner Diana Matney 
Broyles, the missionary letters 
resumed in 1987 and continued 
until March of this year, when Aunt 
Eddie felt God had released her 
from this amazing ministry. 

What Aunt Eddie didn’t know 
was how her monthly letters 
blessed AGWM staff as well. For 
years, hundreds of employees 
were regularly inspired by the as-
tonishing consistency of a praying 
woman in northeast Washington. 

 Alice Horne 
AGWM Communications

LETTERS

Aunt Eddie and Phil Ogan

send feedback to 
worldview@agwm.com

NEXT ISSUE
— Northern Asia: Unreached people groups across Northern Asia 

have little or no access to the gospel. Priority 31 exists to plant 
communities of faith among them. 

— Ukraine: A nation in need of church planters. 
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Uruguay
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“Uruguay, with a completely secular, 
agnostic worldview in terms of 
governance and culture, creates 
an environment rife with spiritual 
oppression. Our missionaries struggle 
against that atmosphere, and when 
they share the gospel they often 
encounter a vaguely tolerant, self-
satisfied response in which people 
do not recognize their need for God 
at all — ‘If Christianity works for you, 
that’s great.’”

David Ellis
AGWM Latin America Caribbean 

regional director

Prayfor

PRAY THAT:
• Hearts closed to the 

concept of needing 
a Savior will soften, 
minds educated from 
the earliest ages that 
God does not exist will 
open, and souls long 
distracted by earthly 
things will grow 
hungry for God.

• Missionaries and local 
believers carrying out 
God’s call on their 
lives will be protected 
physically and 
emotionally.

• Missionaries and 
believers will 
discern strategic 
ways to reach their 
communities.

 


