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Welcome to #GenAg2017 the inaugural young
Wheatbelt farmers conference held in Kulin,
WA. Brought to you by Kulin CRC in partnership
with Kulin Community Bank® This year's theme
Spirit of Innovation will explore the exciting role
innovation and technology is playing in the
development of modern farming.
We hope you enjoy the day and if you have any
questions please contact the conference
organisers - Tom Murphy from Kulin
Community Bank® or Kate Bishop from Kulin
Community Resource Centre

Facilitator
MASTER OF
CERAMONIES

Tom Murphy
Business Development Manager
Kulin

Community Bank®

branch

of Bendigo Bank

The banking industry is a very new thing to Tom.
Farming and the Agriculture Industry as a whole have
been his lifelong passion. His experience includes
jackarooing, broad-acre irrigated and dryland cropping
in QLD and NSW, cropping and livestock farming in WA.

Ten years of corporate farming and a Bachelor of
Business (Farm Management) have provided Tom with a
strong platform of skills to understand and assist a wide
variety of farm businesses with his role as Business
Development Manager.

FREEBAIRN RECREATION CENTRE

VENUE

The Freebairn Recreation Centre is a multi purpose recreation facility located at the
Kulin Sports Ground. The centre contains a fully licensed social club to cater for
business conferences and forums, sporting club events and community social events.

The Freebairn Estate is a legacy in Kulin and has provided funding for
excellent sporting facilities to be established in Kulin. Felix (Phil)
Freebairn was a Councillor with the Shire of Kulin (formerly the Kulin
Road Board) from 1946-1961 and within this time he held the position of
Chairman (1949-1951).

Phil and Kath Freebairn bequeathed funds to the Shire of Kulin with an
absolute discretion “for or towards the improvement or maintenance of
the Kulin Greater Sport Grounds and the Kulin Swimming Pool and the
encouragement of assistance generally of public recreation and sport
of all description with in and around the Kulin town site.” The funds
have enabled the Shire of Kulin to provide the Freebairn Sports
Foundation.

Felix (Phil) & Kath Freebairn
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Breakfast available from 7am sponsored by Gangells
AgSolutions and Kulin Hardware and Rural
Tom Murphy

FACILITATOR

Kulin

Community Bank®

8am Start
OPENING
SPEAKER

Alexandra Gartmann
CEO & MD of Rural Bank

BUILDING
COMMUNITIES

Caroline Robinson
Wheatbelt Business Network

INNOVATION
IN THE RED MEAT
INDUSTRY

Meat and Livestock Australia

Morning Tea

9.30 - 10am
ECONOMIC
UPDATE

DRONES IN
AGRICULTURE

REBUILDING
THE FLOCK
SUCCESSION
PLANNING
12pm - 1pm

Sean Starling

Susan McCalman
Rural Bank

Ben White
Kondinin Group

Bindi Murray
WA Sheep Alliance

Dale Woodruff
Byfields

Lunch

FOR INQUIRIES
TOM MURPHY - KULIN COMMUNITY BANK® 0488 422 477 OR
TOM.MURPHY@BENDIGOADELAIDE.COM.AU
KATE BISHOP - KULIN CRC 9880 1021 OR RCMGR@KULIN.WA.GOV.AU
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1pm - 1.35pm

FARMER
HEALTH

Jody Morton
National Centre for Farmer Health

1.40PM - 2.15PM BREAKOUT SESSION 1
Wealth Creation

Grain Marketing

Educational Opportunities

Sheena McLeod

Christopher Tyson

Dr Christine Storer

Bendigo Bank

Bunge

Head of School of Agribusiness,

Networking
Corner

Central Regional TAFE

2.20PM - 3PM BREAKOUT SESSION 2
Time Management in the
Farming Business
Hellene McTaggert
Partners in Grain WA

Noodle Wheat Opportunities
Sean Powell
Noodle Co-operative

Networking
Corne r

Afternoon Tea

3pm - 3.30pm
HERBICIDE
RESISTANCE

Peter Newman

CAMP KULIN

Tanya Dupagne

Australian Herbicide Resistance
Initiative

WA Rural Woman of the Year

CLOSING
SPEAKER

Mia Davies MLA
The Nationals WA

Finish

4.30pm
4.30pm - 6pm SUNDOWNER

Sponsored by
Kulin

Community Bank®

FOR INQUIRIES
TOM MURPHY - KULIN COMMUNITY BANK® 0488 422 477 OR
TOM.MURPHY@BENDIGOADELAIDE.COM.AU
KATE BISHOP - KULIN CRC 9880 1021 OR RCMGR@KULIN.WA.GOV.AU
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The Nationals WA Leader Mia Davies made history this year when she became the first ever
female to be appointed parliamentary leader of any Nationals branch in Australia. Mia
played a significant role in the former Liberal-National Government, holding the portfolios of
Water, Sport and Recreation, and Forestry. She has a particular interest in education and
health and has been working to improve these services throughout the Wheatbelt region.
Prior to entering Parliament, Mia worked as a policy adviser for the Leader of the

Hon. Mia Davies

Parliamentary National Party, executive officer at the Chamber of Minerals and Energy and
as a communications consultant. Mia holds a Bachelor of Marketing and the Media from
Murdoch University.

Alexandra joined Rural Bank as Chief Executive Officer in October 2015, having been a
member of the Board since November 2014. Prior to joining Rural Bank, Alexandra held a
range of roles including CEO of the Foundation for Rural and Regional Renewal (FRRR), and
CEO of the Birchip Cropping Group. She also spent several years based from Calingiri as a
Landcare Coordinator for Shire of Victoria Plains. She is Chair of the CSIRO Agriculture
Advisory Council, a member of the Prime Minister’s Community Business Partnership and a
member of the Victorian Agriculture Advisory Council.

Alexandra Gartmann

Sean Starling is General Manager – Research, Development and Innovation. As a member of
Meat & Livestock Australia’s executive team, Sean is responsible for MLA’s $170 million annual
R&D investment across the Australian red meat industry value chain. Innovation areas cover:
global innovation insights; value chain innovation; food safety and industry traceability and
integrity systems; product development and value-adding; automation technology; and
building industry innovation capability. Sean has been engaged in food value chains for most
of his career. Having worked in a range of organisations and positions from factory engineer
to general manager in manufacturing, R&D and engineering organisations, underpins Sean’s
ability to work with business and scientific thinkers to facilitate delivery of their concepts into
commercial reality. In addition to ensuring no good opportunity is wasted, Sean has a passion

Sean Starling

of supporting young people to strive and deliver in an ever changing and complex
environment.

Dale Woodruff is a CPA Accountant who has been providing taxation and business services
since 1993. Dale became a director with Byfields on 1 July 2000. Dale provides taxation,
accounting and succession advice to a diverse client base. Dale has been a Partner in the
Northam & Perth offices and is now based in the Narrogin office which he established in
2007. Dale grew up in the small farming community of Darkan and has spent most of his
career working with farmers and living in rural communities. He therefore understands the
needs of farming families and the importance of succession planning. His areas of
specialisation are the Small Business Capital Gains Tax (CGT) Concessions and the Family
Farm Transfer Duty Exemption. Dale believes that understanding the CGT and Transfer Duty
rules are critical to the implementation of farm succession

Dale Woodruff
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Bindi runs a livestock enterprise on a 6000ha sheep and cropping property at
Woodanilling, mating 8500 ewes per year. Bindi previously worked as a Sheep Genetics
Researcher and in a state farming organisation before returning to the family farm in
2007. She is a proud and passionate farmer, active member in her industry and
community and is currently the PGA Llivestock Council Vice Chair and Acting Chair.

Bindi Murray

Hellene’s career has centred on not-for-profit management, marketing and
partnership and project development. Her roles have included Program Manager for
Regional Arts Victoria, Executive Officer of West Midlands Group and consultant to
Grower Group Alliance, Mingenew Irwin Group and Cranmore Home.
Hellene farms with her husband Ben and his family north of Mingenew. In addition to
being a Mum to two active young boys, Hellene is the Coordinator for Partners in Grain
WA, a not-for-profit organisation providing professional development to farm

Hellene McTaggert

businesses.

Upon returning to Perth after a 2 year working holiday in the UK, Sue began working at
Elders Rural Services which became Elders Rural Bank not long after. As a city girl, she
found agriculture new and interesting and came to love being able to make that drive
over the Perth hills and be in a different world. Now employed by Rural Bank in the
Bendigo network Sue has nearly 20 years of banking experience and also holds a
Masters in Professional Accounting (which she hopes she will get to use some day).

Susan McCalman

Ben White is an agricultural engineer, Kondinin Group’s Research Manager and editor
of Farming Ahead magazine. Coming from a farming background and having worked
for the group for 16-years, Ben has extensive experience in delivery of research and has
expertise in the areas of farming technology, grain storage, precision farming, engine
technology, harvesting, seeding and spraying equipment. Ben also delivers grain
storage extension work for the GRDC, with extension information for farmers and the
grains industry on retaining grain quality in storage.

Ben White
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Caroline has worked across the local government, not for profit, small business and tourism
industries and holds a Bachelor of Commerce (Small Business Management and Tourism
Management) as well as a Diploma of Education and is a Graduate of the Australian
Institute of Company Directors. She has received professional development on the art of
facilitation, advocacy, essential marketing skills, learning communities, rural development
and extension. Caroline was the 2011 Australian and Western Australian RIRDC Rural
Woman of the Year and currently sits on the board of the Rural Business Development

Caroline Robinson

Corporation, is the Executive Officer of the Wheatbelt Business Network, RoeROC and
NEWROC and formerly the President of Roe Tourism.

Tanya is the co founder and manager of Camp Kulin, a camp program for any child in WA,
which also runs specialist camps for children who have experienced childhood trauma,
including domestic violence, sexual assault, child abuse and torture/trauma situations in
their home countries. Camp Kulin also runs local programming for children living in the
Wheatbelt, school camps/excursions and corporate programming. Tanya has worked with
over 130,000 children across the world and has been recognised with a number of
awards, most recently the 2017 Rural Woman of the Year WA.

Tanya Dupagne

Christopher joined Bunge in 2013 as WA Regional Manager as an important part of
Bunge’s expansion in Western Australia. Christopher is responsible for the acquisition of
grain in WA and is also involved with the logistics associated with the Bunbury Port
Project. Christopher grew up on a family farm in Kulin situated in the heart of the Western
Australia Wheatbelt. Christopher initially started in Agribusiness with NAB as an analyst
before moving to AWB where he spent the past 8 years in Grain Marketing and Product
Development.

Christopher Tyson

Dr Christine Storer is the Head of School of Agribusiness for Central Regional TAFE
(formerly C.Y. O’Connor Institute) and an Adjunct Professor with Charles Sturt University.
Christine has worked internationally as the Managing Director of Asterisk Pty Ltd for over
25 years as an information system analyst, chartered accountant and market researcher.
Christine has worked on Boards including WAFarmers, the C.Y. O’Connor Institute
Governing Council and the Rotary Club of Northam. She was an Adjunct Professor with
Curtin University’s International Institute of Agri-food Security after working at the
University for over 20 years teaching law, tax, accounting, marketing, research, extension,
food chains and information systems. For several years she was responsible for the
Muresk Institute of Agriculture’s 4 campuses and managing more than 80 staff. She has
supervised more than 20 post graduate students and worked on nearly 80 research
projects with industry.

Christine Storer
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Sheena has been in the financial planning industry for almost 12 years – the last 7 with
Bendigo Bank. Despite the accent she has lived in Perth for 36 years now. Before
financial planning she worked for Parliament for 11 years which was an amazing
experience. Sheena believes being a financial planner enables her to help her clients put
some goals in place and help them to achieve them. Everyone should consider protecting

Sheena McLeod

what they have today and maximising what they could have tomorrow.

Sean is a professional full-time farmer of 29 years with broad experience including
technical and managerial roles in wheatbelt agriculture. Sean has served on various
government and private sector boards, community committees including the CBH Grower
Advisory Board and the Grains Industry of Western Australia Board as Chairman until 2016,
and previously was retained as a senior consultant for Elders Ltd. Sean has extensive
experience in wheatbelt production systems, agronomy, grain marketing, and financial
management. Sean has completed formal business and agricultural studies with

Sean Powell

distinction.

Peter Newman is the leader of communications at the Australian Herbicide Resistance
Initiative (AHRI). For the vast majority of his 25 years in the grains industry, Peter has
focused on the management of resistant weeds. He is based in Geraldton, WA, which
was once a world hot spot of herbicide resistance due to the long term lupin/wheat
rotation. Herbicide resistance is still a big issue in the Geraldton area but it is no longer
on the world map. Why? A recent trip to a global herbicide resistance conference in
Denver, USA, led him to conclude what he had suspected for some time - WA growers are

Peter Newman

world leaders in managing resistant weeds and our innovative approach to do so is
causing ripples around the globe.

Jody has worked as a Remote Area Nurse in the rural and agricultural settings for 25
years, currently based in Eneabba, WA. She has completed HMF701 Agricultural Health
and Medicine in 2012, through Deakin School of Medicine as the inaugural participant
from Western Australia. Jody has presented nationally as a panel member for the National
Rural Health Education Foundation broadcast and educational DVD Taking Stock - the
health hazards of farming. Jody has been involved in farming for her entire life and
understands the relationship between good health, wellbeing and safety and a profitable

Jody Morton

farm business.

ACCOMMODATION

SHIRE OF KULIN

KULIN CARAVAN
PARK - YOU SET
THE PRICE!

BOOKINGS + INQUIRIES
PH: 0439 469 850

BOOKINGS + INQUIRIES
PH: 9880 1021
Email: rcmgr@kulin.wa.gov.au
The hire fee of the Kulin Retreat is
$25 per person per night. The
facilities consists of dormitory style

KULIN RETREAT CAMP AND GROUP
ACCOMMODATION

accommodation (sleeping up to 46
people). Supervisor rooms are also
available along with a fully
equipped kitchen, communal
entertainment area with couches
and pool table, flat screen
television, DVD player, stereo, and
laundry facilities. All linen is
supplied.

Johnston Street, Kulin
PH: (08) 9880 1201

KULIN HOTEL
MOTEL

Enjoy a night in Kulin's historic Hotel
featuring six (6) motel units plus
hotel rooms. Meals available.

Built in 1920, this beautifully
renovated and appointed B&B was

WISTERIA HOUSE
BED & BREAKFAST

Kulin's original boarding house.
Contact Gwladys Tyson
PH: 0488 595 186 or
Email wisteriahousekulin@gmail.com

FOR INQUIRIES
TOM MURPHY - KULIN COMMUNITY BANK® 0488 422 477 OR
TOM.MURPHY@BENDIGOADELAIDE.COM.AU
KATE BISHOP - KULIN CRC 9880 1021 OR
RCMGR@KULIN.WA.GOV.AU

