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2209 BROADWAY ST,  
REDWOOD CITY
(650) 369-7770

THE COUNTY 
LINE TRIO

“Salute 
to the 

Kingston 
Trio”

SHOW AT 6PM  
TICKETS  

$20 ADVANCE 
$24 DAY OF SHOW

SUNDAY, 
FEB. 26TH

www.clubfoxrwc.com

St. Francis Auxiliary presents:

Queen of Hearts
Bridge Tournament 

and Luncheon

FRIDAY, 
March 31, 2017

St. Bartholomew’s Parish Hall
600 COLUMBIA DRIVE, SAN MATEO

(AT THE CORNER OF ALAMEDA DE LAS PULGAS)

Prizes! Prizes! Prizes!

SIGN UP TODAY! 
Registration closes March 21st!

REGISTRATION:

Player Name:________________________________ Telephone:_______________
Email:______________________________________________________

Partner Name:________________________________ Telephone:_______________
Email:______________________________________________________

Parish Name:_________________ Amount enclosed:_________________________
(Not mandatory, just indicate the city in which you live instead of the parish name, if you don’t have one.)

Please mail your check made payable to St. Francis Center Auxiliary by March 21st to:
CLARE THORPE, 1980 PALM AVENUE, REDWOOD CITY CA 94061

SCHEDULE FOR THE DAY
9:30am Registration and Coffee

10am Games begin – six rounds Chicago
1pm Lunch and Raffle
2pm Bridge Awards
2:30pm Day is done!

BY RYAN MCCROSSIN
Daily Post Staff Writer

Many engineers fantasize about 
coming up with the next big idea and 
launching a start-up; Saila Kariat, 54, 
daydreamed about making movies 
during a career at IBM and other Sili-
con Valley companies.

The Los Altos resident’s dream 
will become a reality when her movie, 
“The Valley,” makes its world pre-
miere at the Cinequest Film Festival, 
which begins Tuesday in San Jose and 
the following day in Redwood City.

The fi lm, which she wrote, directed 
and co-produced, tells of an Indi-
an-American entrepreneur in Palo Alto 
who’s living the Silicon Valley dream 
until his young daughter kills herself. 
It draws from Kariat’s personal expe-
riences.

Inspired by classic fi lms
Kariat, who was born in Berkeley, 

fell in love with movies at age 10. 
While many children were watching 
cartoons, she was a student of Holly-
wood classics. They included the court 
drama “12 Angry Men,” and romances 
such as “Casablanca,” “Roman Holi-
day” and “John and Mary.”

“I always watched movies that were 
designed for people much older than 
me,” Kariat told the Post.

She admired directors who empha-
sized strong stories and acting but shot 
their fi lms simply. Kariat allowed the 

greats to program her. As she watched 
the classics, it was as if the code for 
a great fi lmmaker was being written 
deep inside her.

By the time Kariat was 13, she had 
lived in Berkeley, India and Canada. 
She was exposed to a wide variety of 
cultures and movies. Inspired by the 
things she saw and learned, Kariat 
started imagining her own movies. She 
envisioned the stories from beginning 
to end, including all of the scenes. 
Kariat adhered to her programming by 
thinking up heartfelt stories including 
one about a disabled girl. 

But she didn’t write them down. 
Kariat projected the stories in her 

mind, where only she could enjoy 
them, and then the future engineer 
stored them in her mental hard drive.

Steered away from movie career
One might expect a budding di-

rector to study fi lm when she started 
college at Syracuse University in New 
York. But others’ expectations pushed 
Kariat in a different direction. She said 
many Indian Americans have a narrow 
view of success that includes becom-
ing an engineer or a doctor. Besides, 
Kariat’s father was a math professor 
and she was a math whiz.

“In my family, if I said I was going 
to be a fi lmmaker, they would have 

thought I was crazy,” Kariat said. 
“It wasn’t a respectable profession.” 
So Kariat started studying electrical 
engineering, fi lling her mind with 
algorithms and coding. She mentally 
transported her imagined movies to a 
cloud server for dreams.

Kariat earned a doctorate in electri-
cal engineering, then worked at IBM 
and other companies including Ca-
dence Design Systems in San Jose.

But in 2002 she quit engineering to 
spend more time with her two girls. 
She taught part time at Santa Clara 
University for two years. Then she 

Local engineer becomes fi lmmaker

DIRECTOR SAILA KARIAT, right, consults with actors, from left, Suchitra-Pillai 
Malik and Alyy Khan on the set of “The Valley.” Photo by Siana Smith.

About Cinequest
The Cinequest Film Festival, 

which has long been based in San 
Jose, is expanding this year to 
Redwood City.

The festival runs from Tuesday 
through March 12 at multiple ven-
ues in San Jose and at Cinemark 
Century 20 multiplex located at 
825 Middlefi eld Road in Red-
wood City. Cinequest will feature 
more than 100 U.S. and world 
premieres, as well as celebrity 
speakers, forums, workshops 
and chances to experience virtual 
reality cinema.

Tickets for movies cost $8 to 
$11 and festival passes starting 
at $100 are also available. For 
more information or to buy tickets, 
visit cinequest.org.


