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Lesson 1 

The Ancient Greeks

Core Vocabulary
Set of 5 Cards

boundaries
 edges; real or imaginary lines that 
indicate a border or limit

Our mom warned us that if we left the boundaries of the 
yard, we would not be allowed to play outside anymore!



independently
 on your own; free from the control of 
other people or things

As you grow older, you learn to do more things 
independently, like reading a book by yourself.

contributions
 things or ideas that are shared and 
passed down through time because they 
are considered helpful and good

The Olympic Games is one of 
the major contributions of the ancient Greeks.



unique
 special; the only one of its kind

My aunt has a unique collection of coins.

rugged
 rough; uneven

Jim was exhausted after hiking 
up the rugged mountain trail.



delightfully 
 with great delight or pleasure

Jane delightfully helped her mother cook their 
favorite meal, homemade macaroni and cheese.

Lesson 2

Mount Olympus, Part 1

Core Vocabulary
Set of 5 Cards



massive
 very large, heavy, and solid

The pyramids in ancient Egypt were 
built with massive stones.

longingly
 with great longing or desire

Jacob looked longingly at the pet store window,
daydreaming about owning a puppy someday. 



summoned
 called forth or requested to come

The teacher summoned a student to the chalkboard to 
solve a math problem.

messenger
 someone who carries messages and 
does other errands, or jobs

The office messenger passed on the very 
important announcement to everyone who worked there.

Come to the board 
and solve the 

problem Ashley.



Lesson 3 

Mount Olympus, Part 2

Core Vocabulary
Set of 4 Cards

dedicate
 to set aside as special; to offer up 
with respect and affection

My father is writing a book, which he decided to dedicate
to our family.



mission
 a special job or task

The astronauts were on a mission
to collect rocks from the moon.

grove
 a group of trees growing or planted 
near one another

Julie loved to walk through the grove
and look at all of the trees. 



spectacle
 an eye-catching or amazing sight

The protesters’ rowdy behavior made such a spectacle.



Lesson 4

The Olympic Games

Core Vocabulary
Set of 5 Cards

compete
 to try hard to outdo others in a task, 
race, or other contest

Every year, Sally and Juan compete in their school’s spelling 
bee to see who can win the most rounds.



grand
 impressive in size, appearance,
or general character

Building the Statue of Liberty was a grand accomplishment.

determination
 a firm decision to accomplish 
something

It takes great determination to finish reading your first 
chapter book by yourself.



sacred
 holy; worthy of 
respect

Churches, temples, and mosques are considered sacred
places by people of various religious beliefs.

victory
 a triumph or win

The U.S. Olympic team claimed victory over the competing 
teams and won the gold medal.



Lesson 5 

All for Sparta

Core Vocabulary
Set of 5 Cards

conquest
 the act of conquering, or taking over 
something or someone; a win

Long ago, some kings made conquest after 
conquest to expand the areas they ruled.



discomfort
 a feeling of pain or uneasiness that 
keeps you from relaxing or being 
comfortable

Tracy experienced a lot of discomfort
when she fell off the slide and broke her arm.

council
 a group of people chosen to look after 
the interests of a group, town, or 
organization

Judy wanted to be on the student 
council so she could help plan the activities at her school.



permanently
 continuing in the same way without 
change; for all time

I’m glad the pine trees in our yard are 
permanently green so there’s still some color in the winter.

self-discipline
 training to improve yourself,
sometimes by giving up luxuries or 
comforts

Jim needs a lot of self-discipline to practice his karate 
after school instead of playing with his friends. 



Lesson 6 

Athens and the Olive Tree

Core Vocabulary
Set of 5 Cards

blessing
 a divine, or holy, gift

My mother always says that her children are her greatest 
blessing in life



ignite
 to set fi re to something; to catch fi re

Jake’s father tried to ignite the wood in the campfire so 
they could cook and stay warm through the night.

ideal
 perfect

In an ideal world, there would be no war.



swiftly
 very quickly

Jonah ran swiftly when his mother called out for help.

overjoyed
 overflowing with joy or happiness

The children were overjoyed to have a snow day.



Lesson 7 

Athens: The Birthplace of 
Democracy

Core Vocabulary
Set of 5 Cards

achieve
 to do something successfully, 
especially after a lot of effort

Some goals take a lot of determination and hard work to 
achieve. 



assembly
 a group or meeting of many people

The students were invited to the 
assembly to welcome their new principal.

architecture
 the art of designing buildings and 
other structures; the style in 
which buildings and other 
structures are 
designed
When my mother traveled to Egypt, she took pictures of 
the ancient pyramids to show us their unique architecture.



democracy
 a way of governing, or ruling, that gives 
the people the power to choose their 
leaders and help create 
their own laws

Many countries, including the United States, 
have governments based on the idea of democracy. 

debated
 discussed or argued 
different points of view

Tom debated with his father about staying up a little later 
now that he was older.



Lesson 8

Marathon

Core Vocabulary
Set of 5 Cards

avoid
 to steer clear of or keep away from

Eating a well-balanced diet helps you avoid getting sick. 



mercy
 an act of compassion or kindness

Andrea begged for mercy so her friends would not tickle 
her. 

marathon
 a footrace measuring a little more 
than twenty-six miles; any long-distance 
race or endurance contest

Runners from around the world compete in the Boston 
Marathon in Massachusetts each spring



tribute
 a gift or compliment that is given to 
honor the contribution(s) 
of a particular person 
or group

My elementary school teacher was given 
a tribute to honor her many years of service as a teacher. 

purposely
 to do something with deliberate 
planning

Allison purposely wore her prettiest dress for 
her first day of school. 



Lesson 9

Thermopylae: The Persians 
Strike Again

Core Vocabulary
Set of 5 Cards

channel
 a sailable route between two bodies 
of water

Swimming through the cold waters of the English Channel
has been a challenge for many long-distance swimmers. 



defeating
 winning a battle or contest against 
another person or group

Defeating the enemy was the army’s ultimate goal. 

deserted
 abandoned or left behind

The baby birds deserted their nest after 
they learned how to fly.



fate
 the final outcome or result of 
something; destiny

The final basketball shot determined the fate of the game. 

prefer
 to choose or like something more than 
something else

I prefer to eat cookies rather than ice cream.



Lesson 10 

The Great Thinkers of Greece

Core Vocabulary
Set of 5 Cards

affection
 fondness or liking

Eddie looked at his new baby brother with great affection.



marvelous
 excellent or wonderful

The group performed 
a marvelous concert in the park. 

astonishing
 causing surprise or amazement

The fi reworks display was an astonishing sight. 



proof
 evidence or facts that support that 
something is true

Scientists continue to search for proof of life on other 
planets. 

philosopher
 someone who seeks to understand and 
explain people and the 
world in which they live

Confucius was a famous 
Chinese philosopher. 



Lesson 11 

Alexander the Great, Part 1

Core Vocabulary
Set of 4 Cards

ambitious
 having a strong desire for success or 
achievement

The ambitious pizza shop owner was 
willing to work hard for her new business. 



retreat
 to withdraw or go back

The barking dog caused the little 
boy to retreat from the fence. 

devoted
 feeling strong loyalty or commitment

The devoted couple celebrated their fiftieth wedding
anniversary with family and friends. 



tame
 to make gentle or 
obedient

The animal trainer works to tame the lion for the show. 



Lesson 12

Alexander the Great, Part 2

Core Vocabulary
Set of 4 Cards

attention
 close observation or thought

My brother paid no attention to the spider 
crawling up his leg. 



flung
 thrown with great force 

The Olympic champion flung his discus farther than 
anyone else. 

invader
 someone who enters a place, such as 
a country, by force in order to conquer it 

Alexander the Great is a famous
invader of the Persian Empire. 



proclaimed
 announced publicly or officially

My grandmother proclaimed her choice for president by 
wearing a campaign button. 


